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Thank you to the Miami County 
Foundation for awarding Greene 
Street Daycare/Preschool 
$6000.00.  The money will help 
with cost of covering the Caldwell 
Street entrance with a 
canopy.  During bad weather this 
will help to keep 80 schoolagers 
protected and dry.  We are waiting 
patiently for the new canopy.    



Greetings Greene Street church! 

October is upon us!  October is one of my favorite months out of the whole year!  We 
are fully immersed in the fall, the leaves will be changing and the church continues to 
be engaged in ministry. 

We will have a transition in sermon series in the middle of October.  Throughout 
September and the first half of October we have been thinking about what it means to 
be a member of a church.  To put it another way, we’ve been thinking about what it 
means to be part of Christ’s body.  I hope this series has been challenging.  If nothing 
else, I hope it has been a good reminder of why it is so important to be part of a church 
with an attitude of love, patience, kindness, selflessness and servanthood.  We will 
wrap up our series on church membership by receiving new members on October 
15th.  We are praying for all of you who are discerning whether or not to join our 
church! 

Starting on October 22, we will begin a series on stewardship called “Earn, Save, 
Give”.  This series will be based off of the little book by James A. Harnish of the same 
title.  Harnish’s book centers upon John Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money.  Wesley, of 
course, is the spiritual father of United Methodism.  Wesley was deeply committed to 
caring for the poor.  In order to do so, Wesley was also deeply committed to helping 
folks handle money properly. 

In his sermon, “The Use of Money”, Wesley offered basic practices on how we can 
relate to and interact with money.  In that sermon he said, “Having, First, gained all 
you can, and, Secondly saved all you can, Then, ‘give all you can.’”  To put it succinctly: 
Earn all you can, Save all you can, Give all you can. 

Those three bite sized statements will make up three of the four weeks in this 
series.  The first week that Harnish tacks on in his book has to do with the wisdom 
necessary in order to handle money well.  If you know someone who struggles with 
their finances due to debt or difficult in budgeting, this would be a great series to 
invite someone to.   

The biblical principles for handling money are simple.  Yet, in their 
simplicity they are often hard to follow.  Join us as we unpack 
biblical money handling principles.  We will conclude this series in 
November as we bring forward commitment cards in worship 
naming how we are going to financially support Greene Street 
church. 

I am grateful to serve and worship God alongside each of you! 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Peace, 

Will Leasure 

Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC 



 

Children’s Sunday School 

On Sundays during the 10:30 
Unveiled Worship Gathering, 
children are excused before 
the sermon for Sunday 
School and may attend one 
of two classes: children age 
five through Second Grade 
meet in the ABC room off 
the corner of the Narthex, 
and students in 3rd through 
6th grade meet upstairs off 
the balcony in room 24. This 
month our Bible study 
includes five stories about 
David from the books of 1 
Samuel, Chapters 16-25 and 
2 Samuel Chapter 6. 

October's memory verse is: 
“The Lord sees into the 
heart.”(1 Samuel 16:7)  Any 
child who memorizes the 
verse and recites it to Ms. 
Barb will earn a small prize!   

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following 
volunteers who so lovingly 
teach our children on Sunday 
mornings: 

 

 

Ministries for 

Children 

  Trunk or Treat 

A favorite neighborhood activity will 
again take place on Tuesday, 
October 31st when Greene Street 
hosts Trunk or Treat!  Decorate your 
car trunk, back hatch or truck bed 
for Halloween and join us on 
Caldwell St., where costumed 
children will go from vehicle to 
vehicle “Trunk or Treating”.  Bring 
your decorated vehicle and candy or 
pencils, stickers, etc. to share. 

This is an important outreach event 
for Greene Street…  Invite your 
family, neighbors and friends to join 
us!  This year we will be offering hot 
dogs as well as candy for all trick or 
treaters.  We will have the street 
blocked off and use the parking lot 
so we have plenty of space for 
willing participants to park their 
cars. (Please contact Ms.Barb or the 
church office to reserve your parking 
place or to volunteer to help with 
hot dogs)  Everyone is welcome to 
dress in costume and be a part of 
the fun! 

Last year we treated well over 600 
children!  We couldn’t have done 
that without the help of our loving 
and generous church family!!  If you 
would like to donate a bag or two of 
goodies it would be greatly 
appreciated!  You may leave your 
contribution in the Narthex.  In case 
of rain we will move indoors to the 
hallway outside the church office. 

Our Third Grade students (pictured 
above) were presented with a 
special gift of their very own Bible 
during both worship gatherings! 

Midweek 

Children in grades K-6 are welcome 
and encouraged to join us on 
Wednesday evenings as we learn 
new songs, prepare for the 
Christmas musical, practice ringing 
bells, and continue studying the 
Bible and developing our prayer life. 
Come with your family for a meal at 
6:00 in the Wall Wesleyan Room, or 
join us at 6:30 for the activities! 
(meet in the Narthex) Parents may 
pick up their children in Room 24 at 
7:30, or in the Narthex at 8:00.  We 
have a super fun song we’ll be 
singing in worship on October 
22nd!!   

  

Save the Date 

The children will present the annual 
Christmas Musical on Sunday 
morning, December 17th during the 
10:30 worship gathering. 

 Kidz Worship Teachers for October 

Oct 1 Hannah Parshall Paul Miller 

Oct 8 Barb Hudson Linda Price 

Oct 15 Theresa McMillan Mike Taylor 

Oct 22 Lindsay Lambert Michelle Underwood 

Oct 29 Barb Hudson Joe Thompson 



 TEEM Student Ministry  
(Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized) 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

Our committee wishes to thank all members of the congregation, 
friends and guests for their cooperation, support and capital 
campaign fund contributions. There have been many 
improvements in the appearance of our facility beginning May 15, 
2017 by our contractors. We now encourage you to take a few 

minutes and walk around the exterior of our facility, including the Courtyard, 
and see where your contributions have been put to use. I’m sure that you will 
see many changes that you will appreciate. You may also see architectural 
points of interest that you didn’t realize were part of our beautiful church. As 
always, please keep SAFETY in mind and be aware of your surroundings at all 
times. 

Our overall project is still ongoing and we will continue to do additional 
improvements and upgrades as funds become available. This will naturally 
include the remaining work on the exterior, but also the interior. Our major tasks for the inside will be the 
renovation of the Narthex area and repairing several areas that is in need of plastering and painting. 

Thank you,        

Don Brown, Project Leader  

 

TEEM NEWS!   

TEEM - Our new Sunday School is going well!  We are exploring Truth: what it is and what it is not.  Our students 
are asking the tough questions and growing deeper in their faith.  Anyone 7th grade through 12th is invited!  
Sunday mornings 9:30-10:15. 

TEEM meets on Wednesday evenings as well!  6pm for dinner and 6:30-8 for TEEM!  All teens are invited! 

TEEM Outing!  Sunday, October 1st 5-7pm at Woods Walk (aka Mark and Mary Haldeman's beautiful farm!)  We 
will have a bonfire and some fall farm fun!  Meet at Woods Walk (9111 W. Miami Shelby Rd.) or meet the caravan 
at 4:45 at Greene Street to travel over!  

Youth Mission Trip 2018:  Puerto Rico 

Before the devastating hurricanes even formed in the Atlantic, our students have been planning our 2018 mission 
trip to Puerto Rico!  We began dreaming of our next trip while on mission in Gatlinburg, TN  this past summer.   

In fact, Hurricane Maria ravaged the island on September 20th.  We received a confirmation of our deposit for our 
June 17-23, 2018 mission trip to Puerto Rico on September 18.  No one could have imagined the devastation the 
people of Puerto Rico have experienced in the days that have passed since then.   

We still plan to serve Puerto Rico next summer.  We have 25 spots for students as well as leaders to offer our 
hearts and hands to our brothers and sisters to the southeast.  We would like to ask you to be in prayer for Puerto 
Rico.  Pray for those who are considering going on this trip.  Pray for those involved in clean-up and recovery.  We 
have no doubt that the US Territory of Puerto Rico will be forever changed.  Pray that the change will reflect the 
love of Jesus. 

If you have questions, want to join the trip or wish to sponsor a missionary, please contact Pastor Chris at the 
church office. 



Food and Hunger Team 
 
Visitors to the pantry this year:  134 new,  1081 existing,  
1216 total served. 

We have received so many blessings in the form of 
donations to the food pantry.  All types of food, from 
canned items to fresh squash, tomatoes, apples and 
eggplant to bread and seafood.  If you have a garden, 
please check one more time for any fresh produce you 
can pass along to the pantry.  Fresh vegetables are a 
treat for many of our neighbors. 

Red Lobster in Piqua has been a regular donor of their 
surplus seafood.  If you have a meal at Red Lobster and 
the manager stops by to ask how everything is, please 
mention how much the Greene Street UMC Food 
Pantry appreciates their donations.   

Many of our neighbors cannot enjoy a full meal at Red 
Lobster, but certainly enjoy the samples they are able 
to take home. 

We have another opportunity to feed our neighbors 
through the organization Farmers and Hunters Feeding 
the Hungry (FHFH).  There is a separate chart showing 
how FHFH works.  Please visit their website - FHFH.org 
- to learn more about their mission and ways you can 
help. 

Items always in short supply: 

Breakfast cereal - oatmeal is more of a favorite when 
the weather gets cold 

Shampoo, soap, laundry detergent, feminine hygiene 
products, toothpaste, toothbrushes 

Pet food 

Thank you to all who donate their time, food and 
supplies so we can provide for our neighbors. 

HOW FARMERS AND HUNTERS FEEDING THE 
HUNGRY WORKS 

 

FARMERS and HUNTERS 

Hunters in some parts of the country are able to 
harvest more deer than they can eat or share with 
their friends and family. Farmers are issued 
management permits to reduce deer numbers that 
are damaging their crop yields. Some also have 
livestock they are willing to donate. 

 

MEAT PROCESSORS 

Farmers and hunters are invited to donate their deer, 
other big game, or livestock to inspected, approved 
meat processors that participate with FHFH. 
Individuals, businesses, churches, clubs and 
foundations make contributions to FHFH to help 
cover the costs of processing, packaging and freezing 
the meat. In Miami County the approved processor is 
Sunset Meats in Piqua.  

 

FOOD BANKS and FEEDING MINISTRIES 

This nutritious, low fat, high protein meat is then 
given to community agencies such as church 
pantries, church feeding ministries, the Salvation 
Army, community food banks, emergency assistance 
programs, Rescue Missions, children's homes to 
distribute or serve to their clients. 

http://fhfh.org


Something new! 

Family Worship Room! 

This room has been specially designed for families who don't want 
to leave worship but need to attend to their little ones. You can find 
this room upstairs on the balcony, room 26. You will find comfy 
gliders and children's books as well as other items to make you feel 
comfortable during worship. There is also a speaker in the room so 
that you may hear the worship service and you can view the entire 

service from the 
comfort of this room! 

 

This room has been a collaborative effort by many wonderful 
people in our Greene Street family. All of the furniture and the rug 
have been donated by wonderful members of our church and the 
beautiful wood floor was masterfully refinished by the servant 
hands of Tom Hudson! Many thanks to Doug Dolder for all of the 
little details that make this room special! 

 

Even if you don't plan to use the room, be sure to check it out! 

Greene Street is proud to announce that 
our own Peggy Moorman has been 
affirmed by God's call in her life as a 
Certified Lay Minister.  Over the next 9 
months, Peggy will be  trained, 
equipped and certified to fulfill her 
unique God calling, enhance the quality 
of ministry to Greene Street Church and 
to expand team ministry here at Greene 
Street!  

There are four major components in the 
formation of leaders offered through the 
Certified Lay Ministry Academy. These 
include training, supervision, support 
and accountability.  Would you please 
support Peggy with your prayers and 
encouraging words as she lives in to and 
explores her call as she continues to 
serve here at church? 

 We are so proud of the movement of 
the Spirit in our church and are happy to 
support the people who are called to 
share the gospel in varied ways 
throughout our church!  
Congratulations, Peggy!  



Nuggets of News 

Chrysalis/Emmaus Community - 
Did you complete a Chrysalis or Emmaus 
Walk?  Greene Street Church is working to build a 
database in order to help keep you connected with 
Chrysalis events at Greene Street such as 
participants, closing worship, candlelight, 
opportunities to serve and Agape info.  Please be sure 
to fill out the online form or mention it on the 
Connection Card the next time you are in 
worship.  You can also find this form on the church 
website under What We Do/West Ohio Chrysalis. 

Midweek—Eat, Connect and Grow together.  Starting 
at 6pm we will gather for a meal.  Consider 
volunteering to provide the main dish.  Please bring a 
side dish or dessert to share.  Following the meal, we 
will have opportunities for children, youth and adult 
learning and connection.  This will be an opportunity 
for all generations to connect over a meal while also 
providing space to be in study and prayer together.  We 
hope that you will join us for Midweek! 

Congregational Care Team                               
—formerly Home Visitation Team 

Congregational Care Team will be meeting 
on October 10th at 7:30 in the Library.  If anyone is 
has questions or would like more information 
Contact Brenda Rice at 937-272-1109.  

Safe Sanctuaries Information - Everyone who 

works with children in the church needs to be Safe 
Sanctuaries trained.  We have had 2 in-person 
trainings and we will soon offer an online option for 
this important training.  If you work with children at 
Greene Street and have NOT been trained yet, please 
contact the church office so that we can get you what 
you need!  We appreciate everyone's willingness to 
participate in Safe Sanctuaries in order to help make 
our church a safe place for everyone!   

Miss the Christmas 
Market Hamloaves?  
Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity to purchase 

hamloaves.  Order are being taken in the narthex 
on Sundays or contact the church office before 
October 23.  Delivery will be Sunday, November 5.  
Pan of 4 = $8, Pan of 2 = $4. 

TO DATE—$1585.00  



Hospitality 

Most churches believe that they are friendly.  Truth be told, it is likely that particularly with one 
another, churches are friendly.  While being friendly is certainly a component of hospitality, it is just 
that, a component. 

For churches who are living out their mission of making disciples of Jesus, hospitality is often the first 
line of defense.  Folks who study the perception of first time church guests generally find that people 
make up their mind on whether or not they will return to that church in the first ten minutes.  Ten 
minutes!   

Often, this means that the first time guest hasn’t heard any music, their children haven't been in a 
Sunday School class, no prayers have been offered, and they certainly haven’t heard the sermon yet.   

What first time guests have experienced is what it feels like to approach the building.  They’ve 
experienced finding a parking spot for the first time.  They’ve experienced walking up to the 
building.  Depending on whether or not there are greeters at the doors, they have then experienced 
finding their way to the worship space.  Then once all of that has been situated, they make their way 
into the worship space, settling in, preparing to hopefully hear a word from God. 

At Greene Street, we want to be certain that we are doing everything we can to be hospitable from the 
street to the sanctuary.  We want to continue to work toward providing parking near the building 
(which starts with our committed and able bodied folks parking further and further away on Sunday 
mornings).  We want to ensure that every person (guest or regular attender) who walks through our 
doors is greeted warmly from the moment they step foot onto our property on  the corner of Greene 
and Caldwell.  We want for every person to experience hospitality all the way through the building as 
they join us for worship. 

To this end, we are planning a Hospitality training on November 12th following worship.  All folks who 
are interested in serving in Hospitality are invited as well as all who are already involved in some kind of 
hospitality ministry.  This includes ushers, greeters and folks who prepare and serve coffee. We are 
going to laugh, have fun and be challenged to think about hospitality as an “all hands on deck” 
ministry.  Lunch and drinks will be provided. 

I am praying for this important ministry.  In my own spiritual journey, shortly after coming to faith, I 
served in a hospitality ministry that was incredibly impactful to me.  As someone new to faith, I served 
alongside deep spiritual people who prayed for me and encouraged me.  I felt like every time I arrived 
to greet people as they entered the church, I was making a difference.  I believed and knew that I had 
the privilege of being one of the first people to greet folks and welcome them into the presence of God 
for worship.   

I hope you’ll set this date on your calendar and join us as we think about expanding and sharpening our 
hospitality ministry at Greene Street. 

Will Leasure 

Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC 



Dear Greene Street family, 

I have just completed distributing the strong, wonderful back packs to the five Piqua City Schools and what a 
fabulous day it has been! With each school, I was met with gratitude and smiles. The two elementaries also 
received the clothing donations. I was able to give them directly to both school nurses and they were excited 
to have fresh clothes for their little one’s accidents. 

Your generosity is appreciated beyond what I can say in this thank you. We 
ended up with 37 backpacks, 50 pairs of underwear and two large bags of 
clothes for our Piqua School children. When I took the backpacks to the high 
school, Mrs. Pearson told me that just that morning, they enrolled a new 
student who came with nothing, that student will have one of our backpacks 
by the end of school today! 

Thank you from my heart, this project has exceeded my expectations over 
the past four years and it’s all because of your kindness and giving hearts. 

God Bless You today and always, 

Susan Hopkins 

 

Dear friends,  

Washington primary would like to express our appreciation and thankfulness to Greene Street church for the 
clothing and book bag donation. These items will help so much in the needed areas of the classrooms and our 
clinic.  

Thank you for supporting the Piqua city school district in this way. Sincerely,  

Washington Primary 

Gratitude 

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry 

We have been really busy in the food pantry. On the one day we had 28 people come to get food. One of our 
friends had a prayer answered in a big way. He had not seen his daughter for 15 years. He had a granddaughter he 
had never seen. So he was able to take a trip to North Carolina over the Labor Day weekend for a visit with them. 
One granddaughter is 19, the other 15. They ride and show horses. He kept saying how beautiful they were. He was 
full of "warm fuzzies".  We are glad he had a safe trip and great visit. Thank you Jesus! 

We received a note of thanks from another of our friends. "good morning! Thank you so much for the zucchini 
bread. Homemade with love is rare in my life. I appreciate the effort! Thank you again for the Afghan. It brightened 
my aunts day and her room at the nursing home has more color! I also wanted to thank everyone that makes the 
food bank possible. It is well done. Which makes thoughtful and exceptional. Thank you everyone!” Signed V.R. 

It's a blessing to get to know our friends who come to get food. Please continue to pray that their needs will be 
met. 

Peggy Moorman  



1 Susan Hopkins 
2    Jill Weimer 
3    Jace Palmer 
4    Chandler Hite 
7    Jean Heath  
8 Jeff Erbes 
     Lily Stewart 
9 Jim Bennett 
     Chuck Woods   
10 Jo Reed 
11 Paul Miller 
12  Moriah Farris 
  Mary-Jo Morgan 
13 Nancy Woods 
14 Andy Stilwell 
15   Martha Wagner   
16   Cale Meckstroth 
     Carris Meckstroth 
18 Scarlett Cooper 
 Ken Heath 
     Dorothy Hogston 

20   Don Ruffner 
21 Grace Liette 
23   Jake Slusher 
24 Amy Hartman 
  Owen Larger 
26  Toni Thompson 
27  Jerry Fogt (Sharon) 
 Phil Reimer 
     Melanie Sever  
28 Avery Helman 
 Landon Helman 
 Hannah Kingrey 
     Jenny Pettit 
     Charlie Vosler 
29   Jade Piatt 
     Michelle Underwood 
30   Kay Hardman 
 
 
 
 

6 Morris & Carolyn McClannon 
     Mike & Michelle Taylor       
     Amy & Chris Vosler 
9 George & Kathy Sweetman 
12  Valerie & Steve Mullikin 
13 Jeff & Diana Hall 
16   Beth & Steve Collins 
     Pat & Edna Middleton 
19   Charles & Shirley Sanders 
21 Jim & Kelli Meckstroth                                                                                
24   Rick & Karen Kist 
28   Scott & Renee Helman 
 

October Birthdays  

The Prayer Place 

Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Chuck Woods, 
Ann Elliott, Mary Pummill, Edward Eidemiller, Jo Reed, Don Motter, 
Mitch Dilbone, Arlys Fogt, Darrell Seas, Rachel Castle, Steve Mullikin, 
Betty Clark, Jessica Bates, Mike Taylor 

Friends and Family of Greene Street-  Mike Jess,  Joyce 
Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Sharon Ford, Becky Ary (Stilwell), 
Adam Love, Jeremy Monroe (daycare), Wendy Beal, David Beal 
(Hopkins), Tom Sanderson, Marvin (Ash), Bill Weyant, Jim 
Burton, Angie Eller (Helman), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Deb Lambert 
(Lambert), Mary Rose (Kelly), Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Pauline 
McNemar (Ellerman), Bart Zerkel (Oakes), Paul Parshall 
(Parshall), John Ark (Hogston), Chris & Candy Apple (Motter), 
Kathy Moeller (Dilbone), Connie Low, Moira, Ben & baby Elenor 
(Mullikin), Karen Thompson, Patches Trevino (Clark),  Jon Hinker 
(Gaier), Brewer Ezell (Miller) 

Military - Jed Cooper, Brian Pummill, Dasch Underwood, Clark 
Cripe (Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Ben Datu (Mullikin), 
Devon Parshall (Parshall), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Matthew Breisch 
(Stewart) 

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Barbara Minton; Garbry Ridge: 
Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade: Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park 
Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys 
Mullen; Story Point: Al Erbes;  

 

October Anniversaries 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship 
Gatherings 
12 Pizza w/ 

Pastors 
6 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 

2 

 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

3 

 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

4 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

5 6 7 

8 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship 
Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 
 

9 

 

 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader 

Meeting 

10 
6:30 p Melody 

Men 
7 p Food & 

Hunger Team 
7:30 p 

Congregational 
Care Team 

11 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

12 

 

 

6:30 p Girl 
Scout Troop 

13 14 

15 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship 
Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 

16 17 

 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

18 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

19 20 21 

8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

9 a Chrysalis 
Board 

Wedding 

22 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship 
Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 

23 

 

 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

24 

 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

25 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

26 

8:45 a 
Newsletter 

Folding 

6:30 p Girl 
Scout Troop 

27 28 

29 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship 
Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 

30 31 
5:30 p Greene 

Street at Alpha 
Center 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

6-8 p Trunk or 
Treat 
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