How to Use This Devotional
Given our current circumstances and limitations in meeting together outside of worship, this book has been designed to deepen your devotional
time as we study the book of Galatians. It is our hope that the pages that
follow would encourage further study and discussion around family dinner
tables, small groups or individually.
Each lesson corresponds with the sermon text used in Sunday worship and
is divided into three devotionals to be used throughout the week.
Each lesson is divided up in the following way:
1) Weekly Scripture Passage – Read through the passage each time to
refamiliarize yourself with the text. It’s possible that as you continue this
practice, you may find yourself seeing new things that were not initialy
clear.
2) Key Question from the Passage – These questions are designed to
begin conversation and apply the message of the text to areas of your life.
3) Catechism Question – Catechesis is a doctrinal truth that is structured
in the form of a question and answer. These questions are designed to
create memorization. As we meditate on a doctrinal truth, the hope is that
it is sealed in our hearts. Online Resources for The New City Catechism
are available at http://newcitycatechism.com/
4) Scripture Reading Plan – Additional Scripture texts are provided in
the back of this booklet so that you may further your reading of the main
point.
5) Prayer – A written prayer is provided at the end of each lesson to
prompt prayer time with your family, group, or by yourself.
6) Songs – At the back of this booklet, you will find several songs, that
might be familiar, to use in your personal worship time.

A Call to Discipleship
The Church is a community of disciples—people who have been
reconciled to God in Christ, and who now seek to glorify him by
following him in every area of their lives. The Church’s mission is to make
disciples. Jesus commissions his disciples in Matthew 28:18-20:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
The church makes disciples by sharing the good news of God’s
grace with people, baptizing them and including them in relationship with
God and his people, and then “teaching them to obey” Jesus with us.
C.S. Lewis defined the church’s mission of discipleship in this way:
“The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make
them little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy,
missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time.
God became Man for no other purpose.” Our great hope as a church is
that we would see Jesus as he really is – in all of his beauty, grace,
goodness and truth – and display Jesus to our neighbors.

A Rule of Life
Christian communities throughout history have sought to organize their
corporate life according to a rule of life. These rules have varied widely,
but the goal has been to create a structure and a rhythm to our life with
God and one another. A rule gives us a clear way of being disciples
together.
The meaning of rule comes from the Greek word for trellis.
A trellis is a tool that lifts a vine off the ground and provides structure for
its healthy growth. The structure doesn’t create the growth; it simply
provides a framework for the organic process of growth. In this way,
we hope that the rule outlined in this booklet will provide a framework
for us to order our life together as we pursue Christ and grow toward
maturity in him.
A rule of life is not a law, a super-spirituality, or a performancebased form of religion. It is simply one way of ordering our lives in a busy
and chaotic world so that we pursue together what matters most. God has
given us several means of Grace – places where he has promised to meet
us and feed us with his grace. He meets us in prayer, in the Scriptures, in
worship, and in the fellowship of his people.

Rhythms of Life
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me
and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and
work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.
I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and
you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.
(Matthew 11:28-30, The Message)
Prayer and Bible Reading
We are to read daily and meditate through the Bible as individuals and
small groups. 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All Scripture is breathed out
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped
for every good work.” Scripture is where God has revealed himself to his
people. Reading God’s Word is essential for knowing God and his will
for our lives.
God also commands that we pray. He desires that we come to Him and
He promises that he hears all our prayers. Though sometimes prayer may
seem difficult. We are unable to express our hearts or even know what to
pray. This is why it is encouraged that we pray through Scripture.
Scripture informs us on how we are to pray and to whom it is that we are
praying. Let Scripture shape your prayers. A great start is the Psalms or the
prayers printed in this devotional.
Corporate Worship
We gather weekly to worship God and, by his Spirit’s power, to re-center
our lives on Jesus. As Jesus speaks to us by his Word and feeds us from his
table, we are nourished in our life of discipleship.
Community Groups and Small Groups
Community Groups are small groups of people from Christ Community,
both members and non-members, that gather to study, pray, and
fellowship together. As we preach the gospel to one another there is
spiritual growth that changes us both individually and as a whole.
We are called to bear one another’s burdens, encourage and love
one another, and pray with and for one another.

Week One: Galatians 1:1-9
Monday, 9/21
Read Galatians: 1:1-9
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: What is our only hope in life and death?
That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and death,
to God and to our Savior Jesus Christ.

Prayer:

As we begin our journey together through Paul’s letter to the Galatians,
let us pray for each other that we might experience spiritual renewal.
Pray specifically for two or three individuals as we focus on this truth expressed by
Tim Keller: “The gospel is not only the way to enter the kingdom;
it is the way to live in the kingdom.”

Week One: Galatians 1:1-9
Wednesday, 9/23
Read Galatians: 1:1-9
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: What is God?
God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything.
He is eternal, infinite, and unchangeable in his power and perfection,
goodness and glory, wisdom, justice, and truth.
Nothing happens except through him and by his will.

Prayer:

Dear Father, we thank You this day for the apostle Paul and his ministry.
We give thanks for his words to the Galatians, which were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
We give thanks that these words speak clearly to us today as well.
Bless us as we read and study together. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Week One: Galatians 1:1-9
Friday, 9/25
Read Galatians: 1:1-9
How does this apply to my life?
Am I quick to repent of my sin and run into God’s grace?
Am I reminding myself of the truths of the gospel daily?
What things in my life, other than God, do I try to find deliverance in?
The New City Catechism: How many persons are there in God?
There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in power
and glory.

Prayer:

God, our Father, we praise You for “the Lord Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age,
according to the will of our God and Father,
to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”
Spend some time meditating on this truth.

Week Two: Galatians 1:10-24
Monday, 9/28
Read Galatians 1:10-24
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: How and why did God create us?
God created us male and female in his own image to know him, love him,
live with him, and glorify him. And it is right that we who are created by
God should love to his glory.

Prayer:

Give praise today for the Gospel! As Paul indicates, it is not a man-made religion. It is
the good news that salvation is by grace alone and not through our good works.

Week Two: Galatians 1:10-24
Wednesday, 9/30
Read Galatians: 1:10-24
What is God doing?
How was it that I received the gospel? If someone asked me,
would I be able to tell them my story of how Christ brought me out of sin
into his grace? What value would it add in conversations for me to be able
to articulate how God has worked in me and changed my life?
The New City Catechism: What else did God create?
God created all things by his powerful Word, and all his creation was very
good; everything flourished under his loving rule.

Prayer:

Paul was not only saved by grace, but he was called to serve Christ by grace.
He knew his calling. Pray today about your calling to kingdom service.
In your prayer time, reflect upon this question:
“How does God want to use me to share the gospel in my sphere of influence?”

Week Two: Galatians 1:10-24
Friday, 10/2
Read Galatians 1:10-24
Who in my life can I pray for?
The New City Catechism: How can we glorify God?
We glorify God by enjoying him, loving him, trusting him,
and by obeying his will, commands, and law.

Prayer:

In our section of Galatians this week, Paul shares his own testimony.
His life was transformed by Jesus and his past sins, including participation in the
murder of Christians, were wiped out. Give thanks today for the transforming power of
His grace in your life and let go of any guilt you may still carry.

Week Three: Galatians 2:1-10
Monday, 10/5
Read Galatians 2:1-10
What does this reveal about God’s character?
What is the significance, to my life, that God shows no partiality? Do I feel
like I need to have influence or all the answers in order to approach people
with the gospel? What are ways that I, as a student, teacher, employee,
boss, mom, coworker, neighbor… can move toward people in my life with
the gospel?
The New City Catechism: What does the law of God require?
Personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience; that we love God with all our
heart, soul, and mind, and strength; and love our neighbor as ourselves.
What God forbids should never be done and what God commands should
always be done.

Prayer:

The focus of our passage this week is the freedom we have in Christ because of our
relationship with Him. Praise Him today for the freedom you have from the bondage
that comes with a religion of rules and regulations.

Week Three: Galatians 2:1-10
Wednesday, 10/7
Read Galatians 2:1-10
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: What is the law of God stated in the
Ten Commandments?
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself
an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or
in the waters below - you shall not bow down to them or worship them.
You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Honor your father and
mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not give false testimony. You shall not covet.

Prayer:

As we read of Paul’s sharing of the gospel with Gentiles like Titus, let us pray today
that we will be willing to share the gospel (in word and deed) with those who live around
us who are living in bondage.

Week Three: Galatians 2:1-10
Friday 10/9
Read Galatians 2:1-10
Because God has been gracious to me, how can that move me toward my
neighbors?
The New City Catechism: Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly?
Since the fall, no mere human has been able to keep the law of God
perfectly, but consistently breaks it in thought, word, and deed.

Prayer:

Father, we thank You today for brothers and sisters in other churches in Gainesville
who join with us at Christ Community to share the Gospel, faithfully upholding the
truth of Scripture while serving those who are in greatest need.
Help us to fulfill the ministry of mercy. Amen.

Week Four: Galatians 2:11-16
Monday, 10/12
Read Galatians 2:11-16
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: Did God create us unable to keep his law?
No, but because of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve,
all of creation is fallen; we are born in sin and guilt, corrupt in our nature
and unable to keep God’s law.

Prayer:

Our passage this week describes Paul’s intense encounter with Peter. Paul was unwilling
to let Peter’s sinful attitude go unchallenged because of his concern for the gospel and the
unity of the believers. Pray about any sinful attitudes in your own heart and ask the
Spirit to bring your heart into alignment with the gospel.

Week Four: Galatians 2:11-16
Wednesday, 10/14
Read Galatians 2:11-16
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: Since no one can keep the law,
what is its purpose?
That we may know the holy nature and will of God, and the sinful nature
and disobedience of our hearts; and thus our need of a Savior. The law
also teaches and exhorts us to live a life worthy of our Savior.

Prayer:

Even in the life of the apostle Peter, there was a struggle with racial pride
(Jew vs. Gentile) and disdain for others because of cultural differences.
Let us pray today for racial reconciliation in our city and country,
and for forgiveness of any root of prejudice in our hearts.

Week Four: Galatians 2:11-16
Friday, 10/16
Read Galatians 2:11-16
How does this apply to my life?
Do I fear the approval of man more than I fear the approval of God? How
does that affect the way I invest in the lives of the lost? Am I willing to be
a “friend of sinners,” or does my pride, even as a sinner, keep me in a
bubble?
The New City Catechism: What is sin?
Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, rebelling against
him by living without reference to him, not being or doing what he
requires in his law - resulting in our death and the disintegration of all
creation.

Prayer:

We are justified through faith in Jesus Christ, not by works.
God’s grace has been poured out upon us abundantly, so let us be gracious to others.
Pray that our faith community may be characterized by love and grace
for each other and for our neighbors in Gainesville.

Week Five: Galatians 2:15-21
Monday, 10/19
Read Galatians 2:15-21
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: What is idolatry?
Idolatry is trusting in created things rather than the Creator for our hope
and happiness, significance and security.

Prayer:

“Justified by faith in Christ” is the heart of the gospel. Justification means that even
though we are sinners, we are not under condemnation. Praise God today for this great
grace shown to us!

Week Five: Galatians 2:15-21
Wednesday, 10/21
Read Galatians 2:15-21
What is God doing?
Do I truly believe that Jesus’s work on the cross saves me from bondage to
my sin? Do I fall into a mindset of works-based righteousness? How is
God growing me to trust Him for my salvation, rather than relying on my
actions?
The New City Catechism:
Will God allow our disobedience and idolatry to go unpunished?
No, every sin is against the sovereignty, holiness, and goodness of God,
and against his righteous law, and God is righteously angry with our sins
and will punish them in his just judgement both in this life, and in the life
to come.

Prayer:

Read Galatians 2:20 in two or three different translations, then meditate on this verse.
Let your meditation direct your prayer.

Week Five: Galatians 2:15-21
Friday, 10/23
Read Galatians 2:15-21
Who in my life can I pray for?
The New City Catechism:
Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back
into God’s favor?
Yes, to satisfy his justice, God himself, our of mere mercy, reconciles us to
himself and delivers us from sin and from the punishment for sin, by a
Redeemer.

Prayer:

Tim Keller writes, “If we could save ourselves, Christ’s death is pointless.
If we realize we cannot save ourselves, Christ’s death will mean everything to us.”
Give thanks today for the death of Christ and what it means for you.

Week Six: Galatians 3:11-14
Monday, 10/26
Read Galatians 3:11-14
What does this reveal about God’s character?
Do I stand in awe of Christ and his sacrifice for me? As Jesus was willing
to take the curse for me, as a believer, what are ways that I can respond to
his grace and mercy?
The New City Catechism: Who is the Redeemer?
The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, in
whom God became man and bore the penalty for sin himself.

Prayer:

In your prayers today, focus on the crucified Christ. Give thanks that the Cross reveals
the power and wisdom of God, even as the world thinks it is foolishness.

Week Six: Galatians 3:11-14
Wednesday, 10/28
Read Galatians 3:11-14
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism:
What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to God?
One who is truly human and also truly God.

Prayer:

Father, we thank you for Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
We are grateful that the Spirit is present and active in our lives.
We are grateful that the gospel and the Spirit are inseparable and that
the Spirit works in us as we apply the gospel in our lives. Amen.

Week Six: Galatians 3:11-14
Friday, 10/30
Read Galatians 3:11-14
Because God has been gracious to me, how can that move me toward my
neighbors?
The New City Catechism: Why must the Redeemer be truly human?
That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly obey the
whole law and suffer the punishment for human sin; and also that he
might sympathize with our weaknesses.

Prayer:

Jesus, our hearts are filled with wonder and amazement as we know that You
“redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.”

Week Seven: Galatians 3:15-25
Monday, 11/2
Read Galatians 3:15-25
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: Why must the Redeemer be truly God?
That because of his divine nature, his obedience and suffering would be
perfect and effective; and also that he would be able to bear the righteous
anger of God against sin and yet overcome death.

Prayer:

Take time to read Genesis 15 as you prepare to pray today. It reveals to us the covenantal promise God made to Abraham. Give thanks for our eternally faithful God.

Week Seven: Galatians 3:15-25
Wednesday, 11/4
Read Galatians 3:15-25
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: Why is it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer
to die?
Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place to
deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God.
By his substitutionary atoning death, he alone redeems us from hell and
gains for us forgiveness of sin, righteousness, and everlasting life.

Prayer:

The purpose of the law is to show us that we are sinners, law-breakers. We are under
sin’s power and we need a Saviour. As you pray, affirm this truth and give thanks that
God provided a way of salvation not dependent upon our good works.

Week Seven: Galatians 3:15-25
Friday, 11/6
Read Galatians 3:15-25
How does this apply to my life?
What hope do I find in the fact that God is true to his promises?
Do I believe that to be true? Where I am in life right now,
what do I see as my main identity?
The New City Catechism: Does Christ’s death mean all our sins can be
forgiven?
Yes, because Christ’s death on the cross fully paid the penalty for our sin,
God graciously imputes Christ’s righteousness to us as if it were our own
and will remember our sins no more.

Prayer:

“Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.
Grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that will pardon and cleanse within,
Grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that is greater than all our sin!”
(Grace Greater Than Our Sin, words by Julia Johnston)

Week Eight: Galatians 3:26-4:7
Monday, 11/9
Read Galatians 3:26-4:7
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: What else does Christ’s death redeem?
Christ’s death is the beginning of the redemption and renewal of every part
of the fallen creation, as he powerfully directs all things for his own glory
and creation’s good.

Prayer:

Paul communicates that in Christ the cultural, class, and gender barriers that separate
people are broken down. Because of Jesus, we are to simply see one another as brothers
and sisters in Christ. Praise God today that our identity is in Christ
and not determined by the world.

Week Eight: Galatians 3:26-4:7
Wednesday, 11/11
Read Galatians 3:26-4:7
What is God doing?
What are ways that I could pursue unity in my life with other believers?
Am I holding on to bitterness in an area of my life that I could seek
reconciliation in? Is there something I need to ask for forgiveness?
The New City Catechism: Are all people, just as they were lost through
Adam, saved through Christ?
No, only those who are elected by God and united to Christ by faith.
Nevertheless God in his mercy demonstrates common grace even to those
who are not elect, by restraining the effects of sin and enabling works of
culture for human well-being.

Prayer:

Through Jesus Christ we are redeemed and we receive “adoption as sons.”
Reflect on the rights and privileges you have as a “son.”
Pray that you will live daily in the assurance of this relationship with the Father.

Week Eight: Galatians 3:26-4:7
Friday, 11/13
Read Galatians 3:26-4:7
Because God has been gracious to me, how can that move me toward my
neighbors?
The New City Catechism: What happens after death to those not
united to Christ by faith?
At the day of judgement they will receive the fearful but just sentence of
condemnation pronounced against them. They will be cast out from the
favorable presence of God, into hell, to be justly and grievously punished
forever.

Prayer:

Reflect on 4:6. The work of the Spirit takes place deep in our souls.
He works within us to bring confidence concerning our status with God and to
draw us into a deeper relationship with the Father.
Pray with enthusiasm and freedom and with confidence!

Week Nine: Galatians 4:8-20
Monday, 11/16
Read Galatians 4:8-20
What does this reveal about God’s character?
Why do I turn to other things when, as a believer, I am known by the one
true God? What stirs in me when I read ‘to be known by God’?
Guilty… loved?
The New City Catechism: How can we be saved?
Only by faith in Jesus Christ and in his substitutionary atoning death on
the cross; so even though we are guilty of having disobeyed God and are
still inclined to all evil, nevertheless, God, without any merit of our own
but only by pure grace, imputes to us the perfect righteousness of Christ
when we repent and believe in him.

Prayer:

Paul was fearful that the Galatian Christians might be misled by the false teachers and
fall back into the bondage of legalism. Praise God today for grace and repent of any
tendencies toward works-righteousness or setting up false idols.

Week Nine: Galatians 4:8-20
Wednesday, 11/18
Read Galatians 4:8-20
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: What is faith in Jesus Christ?
Faith in Jesus Christ is acknowledging the truth of everything that God has
revealed in his Word, trusting in him, and also receiving and resting on him
alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel.

Prayer:

Paul says that we are “known by God.” Rest in that statement today and the confidence
that His knowledge and love for us is absolutely solid! In your prayers today, let go of
any insecurities you may have about His love and acceptance of you.

Week Nine: Galatians 4:8-20
Friday, 11/20
Read Galatians 4:8-20
Who can I pray for in my life?
The New City Catechism: What do we believe by true faith?
Everything taught to us in the gospel. The Apostles’ Creed expresses what
we believe in these words:
We believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell; On the third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.

Prayer:

Commenting on Paul’s example in this passage, Tim Keller says that gospel ministry is
culturally flexible and transparent. Paul is a model of someone who is trying to enter
into the lives of people he is trying to reach with the gospel message. Pray about your
ministry to your friends and neighbors. Are you seeking to get to know them and trying
to understand their challenges?

Week Ten: Galatians 4:21-31
Monday, 11/23
Read Galatians 4:21-31
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: What do justification and sanctification
mean?
Justification means our declared righteousness before God, made possible
by Christ’s death and resurrection for us. Sanctification means our gradual,
growing righteousness, made possible through the Spirit’s work in us.

Prayer:

The story of Hagar and Sarah is about faith and trust. Abraham relied on his own
capabilities and the result was disaster. Pray that you will rely on God’s promises and
not try to control every situation. Trust that He desires the best for you.

Week Ten: Galatians 4:21-31
Wednesday, 11/25
Read Galatians 4:21-31
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: Should those who have faith in Christ seek
their
salvation through their own works, or anywhere else?
No, they should not, everything necessary to salvation is found in Christ.
To seek salvation through good works is a denial that Christ is the only
Redeemer and Savior.

Prayer:

Tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day. Spend time today counting your blessings and giving
thanks to our gracious God for all His gifts, especially the gift of His Son.

Week Ten: Galatians 4:21-31
Friday, 11/27
Read Galatians 4:21-31
How does this apply to my life?
What does it mean that I have freedom from the bondage of sin in Christ?
Do I rest and cling to this freedom? Do I pray that the spirit would grow
that desire and faith within me?
The New City Catechism: What do we believe about the Holy Spirit?
That he is God, coeternal with the Father and the Son, and that God
grants him irrevocably to all who believe.

Prayer:

We may have been spiritual outcasts in our past and looked down upon by those who
are “religious.” Sarah felt rejection in her culture, but God looked with favor on her.
Those who feel weak and helpless find grace. Praise God that “we have this treasure in
jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.”

Week Eleven: Galatians 5:1-15
Monday, 11/30
Read Galatians 5:1-15
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: How does the Holy Spirit help us?
The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, comforts us, guides us, gives us
spiritual gifts and the desire to obey God; and he enables us to pray and to
understand God’s Word.

Prayer:

Jesus, we thank You that You have given us freedom. Grant us the inner strength to
resist the temptation to submit again to any form of spiritual slavery. Help us to stand
firm by faith in this wonderful freedom you have given. Amen.

Week Eleven: Galatians 5:1-15
Wednesday, 12/2
Read Galatians 5:1-15
What is God doing?
Do I wait for the hope of righteousness is Christ?
What do I put my hope in? Are they temporary things, or eternal?
The New City Catechism: What is prayer?
Prayer is pouring out our hearts to God in praise, petition, confession of
sin, and thanksgiving.

Prayer:

How is “faith working through love” in your life? The joy we have as Christians and
the gratitude to God for our freedom motivate us to do good in our church and in our
world. Pray today for eyes to see opportunities to serve others in love.

Week Eleven: Galatians 5:1-15
Friday, 12/4
Read Galatians 5:1-15
Because God has been gracious to me, how can that move me toward my
neighbors?
The New City Catechism: With what attitude should we pray?
With love, perseverance, and gratefulness; in humble submission to God’s
will, knowing that, for the sake of Christ, he always hears our prayers.

Prayer:

We must never take our freedom in Christ for granted, nor abuse this freedom by
justifying sinful behavior. Paul is clear about this.
Pray for growth in how you use your freedom for gospel priorities.

Week Twelve: Galatians 5:16-25
Monday, 12/7
Read Galatians 5:16-25
What does this reveal about God’s character?
What victories over sin do I see in my own life that have been brought
about because of the Holy Spirit working in me?
What specific fruit do I see? (love, joy, peace, patience…)
What fruit can I pray for the spirit to develop more within me?
The New City Catechism: What should we pray?
The whole Word of God directs and inspires us in what we should pray,
including the prayer Jesus himself taught us.

Prayer:

There is a battle within us between the desires of the Spirit and the desires of our sinful
nature. Pray for surrender to the Spirit as He wants to conform us to Christ. Being led
by the Spirit is a process. Pray for continual growth.

Week Twelve: Galatians 5:16-25
Wednesday, 12/9
Read Galatians 5:16-25
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: What is the Lord’s Prayer?
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Prayer:

Reflect upon the nine aspects of the “fruit of the Spirit.”
Pray for growth in each aspect as you are being transformed by the Spirit.

Week Twelve: Galatians 5:16-25
Friday, 12/11
Read Galatians 5:16-25
How does this apply to my life?
The New City Catechism: How is the Word of God to be read and
heard?
With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with faith,
store it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.

Prayer:

“Keeping in step with the Spirit” is an active and positive process. As we daily crucify
the flesh, the old nature loses its power, and we become more and more like Jesus.
Pray this prayer: Lord Jesus, I surrender my will to you, I crucify my fleshly desires,
and ask that the Spirit have His way with me. Amen.

Week Thirteen: Galatians 5:26-6:5
Monday, 12/14
Read Galatians 5:26-6:5
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: What are the sacraments or ordinances?
The sacraments or ordinances given by God and instituted by Christ,
namely baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are visible signs and seals that we
are bound together as a community of faith by his death and resurrection.
By our use of them, the Holy Spirit more fully declares and seals the
promises of the gospel to us.

Prayer:

Part of what it means to “walk in the Spirit” is to have a proper self-image, neither
thinking too highly of ourselves or suffering from a sense of inferiority. We are to walk in
grace-given humility. Pray today that you will neither provoke others nor envy others.
Ask for the Spirit’s help.

Week Thirteen: Galatians 5:26-6:5
Wednesday, 12/16
Read Galatians 5:26-6:5
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: What is baptism?
Baptism is the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit; it signifies and seals our adoption into Christ, our cleaning
from sin, and our commitment to belong to the Lord and to his church.

Prayer:

“When we see a brother or sister who is caught in a particular sinful pattern of behavior,
we must seek to help him or her find the freedom that Christ gives.”
As Tim Keller notes, we need to be neither quick to criticize, nor afraid to confront.
Pray that you may help bear one another’s burdens.

Week Thirteen: Galatians 5:26-6:5
Friday, 12/18
Read Galatians 5:26-6:5
Who can I pray for in my life?
How can I call the people in my life to repentance in a humble and Christ
like manner? Is there someone in my life that I need to do that with this
week? Is there a way I could come alongside to bear their burden with
them?
The New City Catechism: Is baptism with water the washing away of
sin itself?
No, only the blood of Christ and the renewal of the Holy Spirit can cleanse
us from sin.

Prayer:

Lord, give me a clear understanding of who I am.
I know that I am a sinner saved by grace. Help me to be filled with grace toward others,
not filled with judgmentalism. And direct my actions that I may help to restore someone
who has fallen into any trap of sin. I need the Spirit to direct my words and actions.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Week Fourteen: Galatians 4:4-5
Monday, 12/21
Read Galatians 4:4-5
What does this reveal about God’s character?
The New City Catechism: What is the Lord’s Supper?
Christ commanded all Christians to eat the bread and to drink from the
cup in thankful remembrance of him and his death.
The Lord’s Supper is a celebration of the presence of God in our midst;
bringing us into communion with God and with one another;
feeding and nourishing our souls. It also anticipates the day when we will
eat and drink with Christ in his Father’s kingdom.

Prayer:

Praise God today for His perfect timing as He sent Jesus
“when the fullness of time had come.”

Week Fourteen: Galatians 4:4-5
Wednesday, 12/23
Read Galatians 4:4-5
What is God doing?
What significance does it bring to me that Christ was born of a woman,
under the law? Do I identify as having been adopted by Christ?
How does that change my life, if I do identify as adopted?
The New City Catechism: Does the Lord’s Supper add anything to
Christ’s atoning work?
No, Christ died once for all. The Lord’s Supper is a covenant meal
celebrating Christ’s atoning work; as it is also a means of strengthening our
faith as we look to him, and a foretaste of the future feast. But those who
take part with unrepentant hearts eat and drink judgement on themselves.

Prayer:

We have received adoption as sons and daughters through the redemption we have
through Jesus Christ, Immanuel. Reflect on this Amazing Grace that the
Lord of the universe would become flesh to identify with us and to save us.

Week Fourteen: Galatians 4:4-5
Friday, 12/25
Read Galatians 4:4-5
How does this apply to my life?
The New City Catechism: What is the church?
God chooses and preserves for himself a community elected for eternal
life and united by faith, who love, follow, learn from, and worship God
together. God sends out this community to proclaim the gospel and
prefigure Christ’s kingdom by the quality of their life together and their
love for one another.

Prayer:

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
And the government shall be upon his shoulder,
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
Celebrate the birth of the Messiah today!

Week Fifteen: Galatians 6:6-18
Monday, 12/28
Read Galatians 6:6-18
What does this reveal about God’s character?
Am I more quick to boast in my accomplishments,
or the accomplishments of Christ? What accomplishment of Christ do I
have to boast in? What leads me to want to boast in myself?
The New City Catechism: Where is Christ now?
Christ rose bodily from the grave on the third day after his death and is
seated at the right hand of the Father, ruling his kingdom and interceding
for us, until he returns to judge and renew the whole world.

Prayer:

Pray for eyes to see those around you who are in specific need today.
It might be a physical need, a spiritual need, a relational need, or an emotional need.
Pray that God might use you to be an answer to your prayer for them.

Week Fifteen: Galatians 6:6-18
Wednesday, 12/30
Read Galatians 6:6-18
What is God doing?
The New City Catechism: What does Christ’s resurrection mean for
us?
Christ triumphed over sin and death by being physically resurrected,
so that all who trust in him are raised to new life in this world and to
everlasting life in the world to come. Just as we will one day be resurrected,
so this world will one day be restored. But those who do not trust in Christ
will be raised to everlasting death.

Prayer:

Boast in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ today! Praise Him for His love!
Praise Him that you are a new creation!

Week Fifteen: Galatians 6:6-18
Friday, 1/1/21
Read Galatians 6:6-18
Who can I pray for today to be a light in his/her life this year?
The New City Catechism: What hope does everlasting life hold for us?
It reminds us that this present fallen world is not all there is; soon we will
live with and enjoy God forever in the new city, in the new heaven and
new earth, where we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and will
inhabit renewed, resurrection bodies in a renewed, restored creation.

Prayer:

As we begin a new year, we have finished our journey through this powerful letter by the
apostle Paul. Pray that in the new year you will live in the freedom you have through the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit! Amen!

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Author: Martin Luther (1529); Translator: Frederick H. Hedge (1852)
Tune: EIN FESTE BURG
A mighty fortress is our God,
a bulwark never failing;
our helper he, amid the flood
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
does seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great,
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.
Did we in our own strength confide,
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side,
the Man of God's own choosing.
You ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth his name,
from age to age the same;
and he must win the battle.
And though this world, with devils filled,
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God has willed
his truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim,
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure,
for lo! his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him.
That Word above all earthly powers
no thanks to them abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours
through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill:
God's truth abideth still;
his kingdom is forever!

Let Us Be Known By Our Love
Written by Micah Massey,, Ryan Flanigan, Matt Armstrong, Nate Moore, 2015.
Let us be known by our love
In every word, in every deed honor the son
Let our light shine in every eye
Let us be known by our love
For the glory of the Father
For the glory of the Son
For the glory of the Spirit
Let us be known by our love
Let us be known by our joy
In every home, in every heart sing to the Lord
Let our life show goodness and hope
Let us be known by our joy
For the glory of the Father
For the glory of the Son
For the glory of the Spirit
Let us be known by our joy
Let us be known by our peace
In every town, in every tribe Jesus is king
Let us go forth, heal and restore
Let us be known by our peace
For the glory of the Father
For the glory of the Son
For the glory of the Spirit
Let us be known by our peace

Be Still My Soul
Author: Kathrina von Schlegel; Translator: Jane Borthwick (1855)
Tune: FINLANDIA
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in ev'ry change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly Friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.
Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
and all is darkened in the vale of tears,
then shall you better know his love, his heart,
who comes to soothe your sorrow and your fears.
Be still, my soul: your Jesus can repay
from his own fullness all he takes away.
Be still, my soul: the hour is hast'ning on
when we shall be forever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

We Will Feast in the House of Zion
Songwriters: Sandra Mccracken / Joshua David Moore, 2015.
Chorus:
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more
We will not be burned by the fire
He is the Lord, our God
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld, protected, gathered up
Chorus
In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh, how long?
Oh, God of Jacob, be my strength
Chorus
Every vow we've broken and betrayed
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom
Chorus

Be Thou My Vision
Translator: Mary E. Byrne (1905); Versifier: Eleanor H. Hull
Tune: SLANE. Ancient Irish, ca. 700
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art-thou my best thought by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, I thy true son;
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight;
be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tow'r:
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'n's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

