


This prayer guide provides a daily prayer starter for every day over the next six weeks. Each day you’ll 
find a verse of Scripture and brief comments, followed by some written prayers. The pattern for the 
prayers follows the pattern given to us in the Lord’s prayer. 

In his book Transforming Prayer: How Everything Changes When You Seek God’s Face, Daniel 
Henderson gives us what he calls the 4/4 pattern of prayer based on the Lord’s prayer. 

 
UPWARD FOCUS: REVERENCE — OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME 
  
“This is the principle of ‘worship-based’ rather than need-based prayer. It begins with the 
character of God as we take time to focus our entire being on the wonders of who God is.” 

DOWNWARD FOCUS: RESPONSE — YOUR KINGDOM COME; YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 

This is our response to His character. As we consider His will, revealed in His Word, we yield 
ourselves to Him. It is a time of surrendering our will to His. It often involves confession and 
acknowledgement of times when we are out of step with His will. It is a time of realignment to 
His will. 

INWARD FOCUS: REQUESTS — GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; FORGIVE US OUR 
DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS 

This is the expression of our heartfelt requests. As we consider who God is and the desire for His 
Kingdom purposes, we pour out our requests to Him. 
  
OUTWARD FOCUS: READINESS — LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION; DELIVER US FROM EVIL 

This reminds us of the spiritual battle we are in. Our battle is not against flesh and blood, “but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).  
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WEEK TWO 
SEEKING A GREATER DEPENDENCY ON GOD 

As we enter the second week of this six-week season of prayer in preparation for 
SHIFT, we are focusing on SEEKING A GREATER SENSE OF DEPENDENCY ON 
GOD, and for His will to be done in our conference proceedings. Jesus told His 
followers in John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I 
in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” We live in a very self-
sufficient, can-do culture. We pride ourselves on great accomplishments. It is difficult for 
many to become totally dependent on God, and yet His Word tells us that without Him 
we can do nothing — nothing of Kingdom significance. We cannot bear Kingdom fruit 
apart from Him.  

As we prepare for this biennial conference, we want to acknowledge our dependence 
on God to be ONE TEAM with ONE MISSION in our world. We also want to ask Him to 
show us where we have become too self-reliant. We want to declare our dependence 
on Him. 

As you pray and reflect on the daily Scriptures, allow the Lord to use the prayers in this 
guide to lead you to pray beyond what is written. Our desire is to cover this conference 
in prayer, asking that each person affirm anew their dependence on God. 

MONDAY 
SCRIPTURE: PROVERBS 3:5-6 — “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your 
paths.” 
TRUST HIM TO LEAD: What an incredible blessing it is to know that in an ever-
changing world filled with mistrust, we have One in whom we can have complete 
confidence! Why would we want to trust in our own understanding, clouded by so many 
worldly voices, when we can trust in the One who never changes? May our trust in Him 
increase daily! 

• REVERENCE — We praise you, Lord, that you never change and that you are 
completely trustworthy. You give clarity when we are in doubt. You show us a way 
when we think there is no way. Through the centuries you have made your way 
clear to your people. We trust you to lead us today. 

• RESPONSE — Even though we know that we can trust you, we acknowledge 
that sometimes we run ahead and trust our own experience, our own training, 
and counselors who are not always listening to you. Forgive us for relying on 
anything or anyone besides you. 

• REQUESTS — Father, we pray for this conference. We come together as gifted 
leaders, equipped with multiple skills, and trained to do ministry. Yet with all our 



gifting and training, we still need you to lead us. Teach us to heed the nudging of 
the Holy Spirit. We look with anticipation for how you will lead us, not only in this 
conference but also in the years ahead. We trust you to make your will clear to us 
as we gather to do the business of the church. 

• READINESS — Father in heaven, we know there is an enemy who delights in 
ambushing the Church. He delights in altering our path — not only toward that 
which is evil or sinful, but also to settle for what is good but is less than what you 
have called us to do. He also delights in sowing discord. Keep our eyes and ears 
fixed on you. Preserve the unity of your Church. 

TUESDAY 
SCRIPTURE: PSALM 44:3 — “For they did not gain possession of the land by their 
own sword, nor did their own arm save them; but it was Your right hand, your arm, and 
the light of Your countenance, Because You favored them.”  
GOD’S FAVOR: It wasn’t the march, or the trumpet blasts, or the mighty shouts that 
destroyed the walls of Jericho. While there are those who have studied the science 
behind the effects of the vibrations on the walls, they fell because of God’s favor. It was 
His plan and His instructions, and ultimately, His power. If they had not had the favor of 
God, the walls would have remained. It is amazing to experience the favor of God. The 
Missionary Church, though not the largest denomination by any measure, has enjoyed 
the favor and blessing of God. We have enjoyed seeing thousands come to faith in 
Christ, churches planted, and an ever-expanding ministry around the world. God has 
used us to take territory for the Kingdom. 

• REVERENCE — Father, we praise you for the favor you have shown us. We 
praise you for the people who have come to faith in Christ through this fellowship. 
We praise you for the expansion of the Kingdom through church planting and 
church multiplication around the world. We praise you that by your grace and 
provision Bethel University was formed to equip men and women to serve you in 
a variety of professions. Surely you have shown us your favor. 

• RESPONSE — Lord, in our pride, we look back over the years and are tempted 
to think that we have accomplished all of this. Forgive us for failing to recognize 
that apart from your grace and mercy, we could have achieved none of this.  

• REQUESTS — Father, as we assemble online for this biennial conference, we 
will be reminded of the mission you gave your Church to make disciples. We 
cannot do this alone. We pray that you will show favor to us. We pray that you 
will break down the walls the enemy has erected to prevent the Gospel from 
penetrating homes, cities, and countries. Grant us favor by showing us how best 
to multiply disciples in this culture and in this generation. Give us courage to 
follow you even when it seems unconventional or even a little scary to us. 



• READINESS — Keep us from being intimidated by the walls the enemy erects. 
When we are tempted to say, “We can’t,” remind us that You can! 

WEDNESDAY 
SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 31:1 — “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely 
on horses, who trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they 
are very strong, but who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!” 
PSALM 20:7 — “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the 
name of the LORD our God.” 
SEEK THE LORD: It is great to know that we serve a God who is greater than all the 
armies of Egypt. As we serve Him, it is likely we will continue to face challenges. Some 
will be financial. Others will be ideological. In some parts of the world there will be open 
resistance to the Gospel and restrictions on disciple-makers. Even in the US, there is a 
growing resistance to the Church and an increased desire to force the Church to adopt 
the values of the culture. However, we remember, and we trust in the Name of the Lord 
our God who will supply all we need for life and godliness and equip us to make 
disciples. 

• REVERENCE — We praise you, Lord, for the power of your name. The 
challenges we face are no match for your wisdom, your provision, and your 
leading. You are greater than pandemics and political unrest. You are also 
greater than our best ideas. Your ways are greater than those of the best minds 
in the world.  

• RESPONSE — Father, forgive us for those times when we have hit a wall and 
didn’t know what to do; and instead of looking to you for answers, we have 
looked to the secular culture. In our own way we have gone to Egypt for help.  

• REQUESTS — Father, we have faced unusual challenges in the past year. As 
the culture changes around us, we will face new challenges in the days ahead. 
Keep our eyes fixed on you. Keep us from looking at “success” in the world 
around us, thinking those who are successful have the keys to effective, disciple-
making ministry. We pray that you will equip us to meet the new ministry 
challenges. As we gather for this conference, we pray you will open our hearts 
and minds to receive direction from you. Help us have an impact on the culture 
rather than allowing the culture to shape us. 

• READINESS — Lord, we know the enemy would love to get us to rely on 
anything or anyone besides you. Keep us from being distracted or derailed by his 
subtle nudging. 



THURSDAY 
SCRIPTURE: PSALM 25:4-5 — “Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait 
all the day.”  
WAIT ON THE LORD: Show me! Teach me! Lead me! Here is a prayer of David, 
desperately wanting to know the way of the Lord. It is a prayer expressing a desire to be 
aligned with the will of God. There is nothing self-reliant in this prayer, and David is 
willing to wait “all the day” until the Lord shows him, teaches him, and leads him. 

• REVERENCE — Father, we praise you because your ways are higher than our 
ways. Your wisdom is greater than our wisdom. Your knowledge and 
understanding are beyond measure. We praise you that you delight to show us 
your ways. We praise you that you teach us your paths and you lead us in Your 
truth. It is in waiting that you are able to speak to our hearts. 

• RESPONSE — Lord, we acknowledge our impatience. We want immediate 
answers to our questions. Forgive us for making hasty decisions that have led us 
away from your ways. Forgive us for settling for what looks good to us but is still 
a detour from your path. 

• REQUESTS — Father, as we come into this biennial conference, we ask that the 
desire of every heart would be to know your way. Show us your ways. Give us 
patience to wait on you. Keep us from making hasty decisions. We don’t know 
our next steps. We may have ideas — even good ones — but we need to know 
your plans for the Missionary Church. Unless you lead us, we don’t want to 
move, so show us your ways. 

• READINESS — Lord, one of the instructions the apostle Paul gave to Timothy 
was to pursue patience. Keep the enemy from rushing us. We wait on you. 

FRIDAY 
SCRIPTURE: EPHESIANS 3:20-21 — “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to 
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”  
EXCEEDINGLY MORE: We have this amazing assurance that whatever dreams we 
have for ministry, God can do “exceedingly, abundantly” more. We can’t out-dream God. 
Not only can He do more than we can imagine, but He does it through us. This is an 
incredible promise. What might it mean for the Missionary Church as we meet this 
summer? 

• REVERENCE — Father, we praise you that you have always done more than we 
could imagine. You have done more in our lives and in the Church. We praise 
you that you choose to work in and through us. 



• RESPONSE — Lord, forgive us for thinking this ministry is all on our shoulders. 
We acknowledge that, unlike David, we sometimes see the size of the giant 
instead of the size of our God. When we look only at the giant compared to our 
strength, we are defeated, but when we look at the giant compared to our God, 
we win. 

• REQUESTS — Father, as we come to this conference, we face challenges 
because of a pandemic. One of those challenges is the inability to meet in 
person. There are days when those challenges seem overwhelming, but when 
we see the challenges compared with your power and wisdom, we are reminded 
that you can do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think. We pray 
you will do those exceeding things in and through this conference — things that 
are far too big for us.  

• READINESS — Lord, we pray that you will guard our hearts from doubting what 
you can do. Nothing is too difficult for you. Like Peter, give us the courage to step 
into the water. 

SATURDAY 
SCRIPTURE: JAMES 1:5-6 — “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in 
faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by 
the wind.”  
WISDOM: It is great to know that we have a God who does not intend for us to navigate 
life or ministry alone. Not only has He promised His Holy Spirit, who will remind us of all 
that Jesus taught, but He also promises to give us wisdom if we simply ask. We have 
accumulated a lot of knowledge and created strategies for doing ministry, and yet we 
desperately need the wisdom of a Holy God. 

• REVERENCE — Father in heaven, we praise you for the promise of your 
presence (Matthew 28:20) as we seek to make disciples. We also praise you for 
the assurance that we don’t have to lean on our own understanding, but we can 
come to you for wisdom. 

• RESPONSE — We acknowledge that we often rely more on our training, skills, 
and experiences than we do on your wisdom. When we rely on our resources, 
we get what those resources can bring, but when we rely on your wisdom, we get 
what you can bring. 

• REQUESTS — Father, as we gather for this national conference, we pray for 
your wisdom. We face new challenges and we need divine wisdom to lead us 
through. We note, Lord, that your wisdom isn’t just about good choices — even 
right choices. “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 



hypocrisy” (James 3:17). We pray it is this wisdom we will experience in our 
conference. 

• READINESS — Father, wisdom from above is about you. Guard our hearts from 
thinking that anything of this conference is about us. 

SUNDAY 
SCRIPTURE: PSALM 127:1 — “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain 
who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”  
UNLESS THE LORD: Those three words are the difference between true success and 
failure. If we are building anything that does not require supernatural intervention, our 
labors are in vain. If we are expecting to preserve our ministries without divine 
intervention, we will be sadly disappointed. 

• REVERENCE — Father, we praise you that you can build greater and stronger 
than anything we can imagine. When we trust you, you accomplish more than we 
could dream.  

• RESPONSE — Forgive us for limiting the expansion of the Kingdom by trying to 
do it on our own. When we see you bless our work, we often think it is about us, 
and we run ahead and try to build on what you have done; unfortunately, in doing 
so, we have limited what might have been. 

• REQUESTS — Lord, through the years, you have done more in and through the 
Missionary Church than those early founders ever imagined. You have expanded 
ministry into countries they never thought of reaching. You have multiplied 
disciples in places some thought impossible. You have worked and we have had 
the privilege of being a part of it and watching as you opened doors. As we 
gather for this national conference, we acknowledge our absolute dependence 
on you to expand your church and to guard it from the attacks of the enemy. 

• READINESS — You have said in your Word that you would not share your glory 
with another (Isaiah 48:11). We pray you will guard our hearts from taking credit 
for the work you have done. 


