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      I’m old enough to remember when practically every store in America was closed 
on Sunday and they also closed early on Good Friday in honor of the Lord, and 
because so many people went to church. Throughout the 1900’s, Americans who self-
identified as Christian were always somewhere between 80-92%. But in the last 20 
years it has been steadily decreasing, where now less than 65% of Americans self-
identify as Christian. Today Christianity isn’t just marginalized or seen as irrelevant, it is 
promoted as being dangerous, and more and more Christians are being cancelled. 
Atheist leader, Richard Dawkins, has said, “Christianity must be expunged.”  

 Biblical Christians who see God’s Word as holy, authoritative, and trustworthy are facing a threat 
we haven’t ever faced before in American history.  

 With all that is going on to destroy our moral culture, the country and Christianity, can we still 
cultivate an attitude of gratitude? With inflation now over 6%, and gasoline prices at an all-time high, and 

religious liberties being challenged, and the U.S. military and public 
schools turning woke and promoting LGBTQ immorality, and the Covid-
19 mandates along with cancel culture deliberately hurting people with 
job losses, bringing a suicide rate as high as ever, as experienced in the 
1930’s depression years, and a shortage of workers, leading to a slowing 
of the supply chain, and with President Biden’s administration turning on 
Israel, and leaving around 1,000 Americans stranded in Afghanistan 
which has been taken over by the Taliban, and with the Taliban targeting 
10,000 Christians for deadly violence, and growing chaos at the southern 

border where 1.8 million illegal immigrants have already crossed into the U.S. this year alone, in which 
over 300,000 have brought in the coronavirus, not to mention growing abuse with drugs and sex 
trafficking, and growing crime and murder rates across America, and government overspending causing 
our national debt to now approach $30 trillion dollars, and media-driven racial division and strife, not to 
mention our own personal and family challenges, problems and heartaches. With all of this, can we still 
be thankful to God?  

 When the apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonian believers, they were facing the turmoil of 
persecution for their faith. Paul encouraged them by saying, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). This is 
great and needed advice while living through difficult and stressful times.  

 The secret to rejoicing always lies in learning to rejoice when we’re not happy. Choosing to rejoice 
isn’t “fake it until you make it.” It’s about making the conscious decision to look beyond what’s right in 
front of us, to see God’s hand at work in the world around us. We might not be able to rejoice in our 
trying circumstances, but we can rejoice that God is at work, and is worthy of our trust. 

 The idea of continuous prayer is about maintaining a constant connection to the Lord. This means  
being continually aware of the Lord’s constant presence at every moment, where you are always ready 
to communicate with Him. 

 To give thanks in all circumstances isn’t insisting that we thank God FOR all circumstances, but 
rather that we thank God DURING all circumstances. Being thankful to God, no matter what, doesn’t 
mean we have to thank God for bad and evil things. But we can always be thankful that God is working 
for our good, even in difficult and bad situations. (Rom. 8:28).  

 The apostle Paul understood that practicing gratefulness wasn’t just a helpful idea. (OVER —>) 
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It was a necessity. In fact, he tells us that God’s will is for us to rejoice, pray without ceasing, and 
be thankful always. Why? Because in this broken and hurting world, it’s easy to give in to des-
pair and forget that even when we feel overwhelmed, burdened, grieved or harassed, Jesus has 
already overcome the world (John 16:33). He is worthy of our trust!  

 When you find yourself struggling to maintain a thankful outlook, remember Deuterono-
my 31:8, “It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you nor for-
sake you. So do not fear nor be dismayed.” 
 So, as we see our country and world deteriorating, know that God is still in control. We 
are getting ever closer to His return, where He will judge the world and make things right. He 
told us that in the last days perilous times will come, where people will grow in their deceiving 
and in being deceived (2 Tim. 3:13). We are now living in those days. Are you truly burdened for 
the spiritual condition of your neighbors, co-workers, and unsaved family members? Let us speak 
the truth in love. Let us stand up for the Gospel and truth of God’s Word in loving ways. Let us 
use the opportunity of Christmas to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 An old Charles Dickens story begins, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” In 
many ways, due to advances in technology and science, these are the best of times. But due to 
our nation turning away from God, leading to a rise in immoral activity, crime and sin, these are 
the worst of times. Yet the good times are also here with the opportunity to proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. God deals with us as gently as He can or as harshly as He must. A holy God can-
not tolerate, much less endorse, that which is unholy. May we promote His holy truth in love. 
 A story goes of a man who moved into a mountain cottage. As winter came with its 
sharp and biting cold winds, the cottage became cold and so did its occupant. Being on a tree-
less mountain, the man pulled some siding boards off the exterior of his house to kindle a warm 
fire in his fireplace. But the man needed to continue this up to keep his house warm, and the 
more boards he took off, the larger the fire was needed to warm up an even colder house. As 
this continued the man cursed the weather and his house, seeing it to be a lost cause.  
 Is America pulling the spiritual siding boards that built our nation off of our cultural walls 
to feed the growing fires of secularism and immorality?  
 May the Lord give us courage to face the cold winds of secularism and immorality to offer 
the warmth of God’s loving grace and mercy in these chilling and challenging days to those 
who will listen and see their need. Christmas is a great opportunity for each of us to do this! 
 We have much to thank God for: Hope, salvation, heaven, loving relationships, grace, 
mercy, His enduring presence, the truth of Christmas and more! For what are you thankful to 
God? 
 
Thanking God for you and His many blessings,  
Pastor Scott 
 

Thank You! 
Pastor Scott and Connie Schaefer and Jeff and Cara Lederer thank and praise the Lord for all the     

generosity, kindness and encouragement shown to them for Pastor Appreciation month. They say to 
you, their church family. “Thank You so much! We love you and praise God for you!”  Also, a big 
shout out of thanks to all who helped serve and work out in the community for our “Love Winfield 
Work Day!” Thank you for being a light for the Lord in our community and loving on our church   

family members in their times of need! 

THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS 
“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 



Important Dates in December and January in our Church Family 

      Birthdays:                                                           Anniversaries: 
 
 
  

  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1 /  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 2  

If your special date for December or January is missing, please notify the church office at 221– 2722. 

 Praise & Prayer Needs 
Pray for yourself and each of us to reach out and bring others to worship the Lord with us. 
Pray for Rex Bonesteel, John Crosser, Ralph Fox, Bob Roe, and Rick Winters battling cancer. 
Pray for  more of us to participate in a small group or Sunday School class to grow in relationship as Christ’s disciples. 
Pray for our shut ins:  Rex Beeney, Bob Roe, Linda Spencer, Rebecca McNeish, Rex Bonesteel, Ralph and Gwen Fox, 
and Maxine Holman. 
Pray for Rick Winters as he has melanoma cancer again and is battling infection with upcoming surgery. 
Pray for Connie Schaefer and family as her sister, Teri, passed away recently.   
Pray for Jerry Johnson recovering from hip surgery at Winfield Sr. Living Facility.                                                         
Praise God for the safe arrival of Pastor Scott and Connie’s granddaughter, Mirette Odele Schaefer, born on Nov. 4, weighing 8 lbs. 3 oz. and 
21” long.  All are well!                        
Pray for Bob Roe as his cancer is back and is more advanced. His chemo started this last Tuesday. Pray for complete healing throughout his 
body and pray for the pain to be gone and Marlys to be comforted. 
Pray for Jeff and Cara Lederer’s son, Nathanael, as he had surgery to put pins in his broken arm. Pray for a speedy recovery.              
Pray for Joannie Reimer who is battling Covid. 

December 
2 Glenda Brown Shelton 
3 Linda Conley 
4 Isabella Spengler 
4     Tom Peirce  
6 Emmalynn Jones 
12   Diane Mettling   
17 Larry Mossman 
21 Natalie Horton 
23 Patty Dust 
26   Shelly Willis 
27 Kathy Waite 
29 Harper Lansford   
31 Mark Bogner 
    Dennis Metz 
            

January 
2 James Swanson 
5 Emma Spengler 
7 Suzanne Whitney 
8 Stephanie Adams 
 Tatta Roth 
9 Martha Kelley 
10 Joannie Reimer 
13 Liliana Stratton 
15 Gwen Fox 
18 Wesley Hartman 
21 Joel Spengler 
23 Chad McGathy 
24 Elizabeth Ruggles 
26 Grayce Abel 
 Debby Smith 
28 Pat Potter 
 Riley Smith-Myers 
31 Addy Myers  
  
    
 

December 
4 Kurt & Kim Wasko 
12 Ryan & Samantha Reimer 
19 Regan & Leah Hess 
 
  
 

January 
2 Gary & Pat King 
8 Brent & Cheryl Tolson 
14 Pat & Dorothy Potter 
29 Larry & Martha Kelley 

Officer Nominations 
Our current church officers:  Gregg Little and Terril Mettling are elders. Ed 
Bogner, Larry Edgington, Wes Keely, and Kurt Wasko, are deacons.  Sondra 
Alley, Sue Gosselin, Pat King, Deb Neal, and Kathy Waite are deaconesses. If 
you have any suggestions for new officers for 2022, please put them on your 
bulletin registration slip and place in the offering box, or contact the church    
office by Sunday, December 5. Thank you! 



Upcoming Events 

 

 

Saturday, December 4th:  Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign. Sign 
up in the foyer to ring the bell between 10am-6pm at WalMart. 
 
Sunday, December 12 at 5:30pm:  Christmas Caroling to area nursing 
homes and people’s homes. Meet at the church. Bring some chili if you 
like and some Christmas goodies to share afterwards in the FLC. 
 

       Sunday, December 19 at 10:30am:  Children’s Christmas program:  
         “The Little Drummer Dude” in the sanctuary.    
                  
        Friday,  December 24 at 6:00pm:   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service        
            with children’s chat and gifts for kids. 

             
        Friday, December 31 at 6:30pm:  New Year’s Eve Party and Family             
        Game Night. Bring Snacks, food, beverages and games/cards to share 

with others! 

Cornerstone Bible Fellowship presents 

“The Little Drummer Dude” 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

At 10:30 AM  

We encourage you to invite your family and friends to come 

and join us for the program and then refreshments and sweet treats to follow! 

 

  REMINDER:  Please return all borrowed items to the kitchen.  Thank you! If you have borrowed a key 

for a church event and have not returned it, please turn it in to Shelly or LaTonya in the church office. 

Thank you! 

Christmas Caroling 
Please join us on Sunday evening of December 12, as we meet at the church at 

5:30pm to go to area nursing homes and to homes of people in our church. We will 
come back to church for hot chocolate and chili. If you have a certain home you would 

like us to go  caroling to, please note it in your bulletin or tell Pastor Scott. 

Family Christmas Church Decorating/ 
Soup Supper Gathering 

Bring your family out this Sunday, Nov. 28 at 5:30pm for a Soup  Supper and 
then help decorate the church for Christmas.  Please bring a crockpot of soup 
and finger food/dessert to share.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nationaldayofprayer.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/NDP-LOGO-STICKER-Investing-in-Hope...-Transforming-our-Nation-Through-Prayer.png&imgrefurl=http://nationaldayofprayer.org/shop/&h=700&w=700&tbnid=IHQA28ruQ4OowM


Upcoming Events 

January Annual Church Business Meeting 
On Sunday, January 30, we will have our Annual Church Business meeting in 
the sanctuary at 1:00p.m.  That will be preceded by an all-church fellowship 
dinner at 12noon in our Family Life Center.  Please bring a main dish and a side 
dish or  dessert to share. 
  
At our annual church business meeting, we will be electing new officers and    
voting on the 2022 budget and new members.  So, be sure to join us for this     
important gathering.  Our meeting will begin with sharing prayer requests and 
a prayer gathering. 

. 

New Year’s Eve Family Game Night—December 31
st

 
If you enjoy playing games and eating food, this is an activity you 
won’t want to miss out on! Join us in the FLC at  6:30pm on Friday,          
December 31st.  Bring your favorite card/board games to play with   
others and a snack to share. We will stay until the new year, if peo-

ple can last that long, praying together before we leave, to welcome in the new year. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

On Friday, December 24 we will have our annual Christmas Eve            
Candlelight service at 6:00pm.  There will be congregational singing 
of Christmas carols and songs, a children’s chat with a gift for the 
children, a devotion by Pastor Scott and the traditional lighting of 
candles to  symbolize the light of Christ come to be spread among us.  
Please plan to join us as we celebrate Jesus, our newborn King of kings and Lord of lords! 

Sign Up to ring the Salvation Army bell for their Christmas Red Kettle 
Campaign on Saturday, December 4th anytime between 10:00am and 
6:00pm at the Winfield Wal-Mart south entrance.   A sign-up sheet is in the 
church foyer. Our church has agreed to serve on this date for the Salvation      
Army Red Kettle Campaign. Please sign-up or call the church office to serve 
for a half hour, full hour, or longer. Thank you for your service! 

Free Christmas Buttons 
In the foyer you may take a Christmas button to wear to let people know 
the real reason for the season is Jesus! You can find them in a basket on 

the bulletin table next to the Sanctuary doors. 

Child Dedication Service 
We will have a Child Dedication Service on Sunday, December 5th during the worship service 

if you are interested in dedicating your child(ren). Please let Pastor Scott or the church office 
know if you are interested by Wednesday, December 1st. Thanks! 



Current Adult Bible Fellowships-9:15am 
We offer two Adult Bible Fellowships.  One is DVD based on Biblical topics, which will include       

discussion after watching the DVD.  The other is a face to face group Bible Study going through a 
Bible book.  Both classes are open and you are encouraged to attend.  So, whichever setting you 

prefer, we have a class for you! 
 

Sanctuary Winter Adult Bible Fellowship 

 

NEW CLASS BEGINS NOV.28TH 

 The Sanctuary Adult Bible Fellowship Class starts a new study on Nov. 28th, 
“Spiritual Warfare is Real” from Pastor Jim Cymbala. Cymbala is pastor of the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle in Brooklyn, NY, and has been pastor there for over 50 years.                      
      In this five-session video study, we’ll learn how to recognize the spiritual war we’re 
in, understand the enemy’s plots against us, and develop practical strategies for fighting 
back. As believers in Christ, we have been given everything we need to stand strong 
and take the fight to the enemy.  As we do, we will recognize—in the words of the apos-
tle Paul—that God gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  If 
you’re seeking to live a more solid and victorious life in Christ, please join us in the Sanc-
tuary!  The class will be facilitated by Gregg Little. 
 
 
 

 

 

‘Master God’s Book’ Adult Bible Fellowship 

This class is doing a study in Philippians.   From a humble beginning, with adversity swirling 

around Paul and his missionary team, a great dynamic church sprang to life.  Philippians is ad-

dressed to the church at Philippi about ten years after its founding.  It expresses Paul’s deep joy 

and abounding thanksgiving for its testimony and fellowship. This class meets in the FLC at 

9:15am and is facilitated by Kurt Wasko. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Groups  

Whether it be a women’s small group, a men’s small group, or a mixed group, small groups are a great 
way to grow in friendships, and grow in devotion to the Lord.  If you are interested in joining a small 

group, please mark your bulletin registration slip, as small groups are going on, and will reconvene after a 
Christmas break.  
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Our Mission: To help individuals become fully devoted followers of Christ! 

Weekly Regular  Schedule 

Sundays   

   ...Prayer time, Prayer Room  8:45am 

 ...Fellowship Refreshments   9:00am  

  ..Sunday School, for all ages       9:15am  

           ...Worship Service     10:30am  

           ...Youth Small Group   6:00pm 

                                 

Wednesdays 

           ...Awana (Sept. thru April)            6:15—8:00pm 

Every other Thursday 

 ...Pastor Scott’s livestream video talk “Speaking the Truth in Love 

 for Life” at    5:15pm 

If you know someone who’d 

like to receive this newsletter 

please let us know.  We will need at 

least one of the following. 

e-mail__________ 

phone_________ 

or stamp mail address________ 

 

If you are receiving multiple 

copies of this newsletter, please also 

let us know. 

Address 

Service 

Requested 

Cornerstone Bible Fellowship 
3725 East 9th Avenue  Phone: 620.221.2722 
Winfield, KS  67156   Fax: 620.221.1196 
 
www.winfieldcbf.org 

Scott Schaefer, Senior Pastor – e-mail: pastorscott@winfieldcbf.org 
Jeff Lederer, Associate Pastor - email:  jeff.lederer@winfieldcbf.org 
Administrative support staff – e-mail: secretary@winfieldcbf.org 
Church website:  www.winfieldcbf.org 
‘Like’ us at FaceBook.com/winfieldcbf 

 


