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Remaining Thankful

Pastor Scott Schaefer

2020 will definitely be remembered as a year of incredible challenges, topped by
the Coronavirus, sprees of riots and looting, lockdowns of many businesses causing a
number to go under, calls for the defunding of police, and great division in our country
politically and morally. Even though the Coronavirus lockdowns have been
devastating on our nation’s economy, I praise the Lord for the generous giving that the
Lord has provided for our ministries through you! Yet, even though 2020 will thankfully
be behind us in one month, I believe 2021 will also bring great challenges, especially to
us who are followers of Jesus Christ and His eternal Word. Already, secularism,
depravity, immorality, and apathy taunt and intimidate Christians who have a high view of the Bible with
a barrage of hatred and intolerance.
Recently, Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito stated, “Religious liberty is fast becoming a
disfavored right in America, as there is growing hostility to the expression of traditionally religious views.”
The first amendment of the U.S. Constitution’s Bill of Rights focuses
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strict control over the religious entities in their countries, limiting freedom
of thought, because they do not want to be challenged in their authority.
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But people who adhere to religion believe there is a higher authority than
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government. And repressive governments cannot tolerate that kind of
mindset.
Alexis de Tocqueville, a philosopher and historian in the 1800’s said, “ Tyranny may be able to do
without faith, but freedom cannot. Democracy seeks equality in liberty, while socialism seeks equality in
restraint and servitude to the state, becoming a form of slavery.” The surprising thing is now seeing the
Democratic governors of California and Oregon telling people how they must behave in their own
homes, as to what they can and cannot do, and telling others that if they see over ten people in
someone’s home to report them! That is communistic! Thankfully, police chiefs in those states said they
will not enforce these repressive edicts. But you see where the left is heading, in seeking to whittle away
our liberties, beginning with religious liberty, because they want no greater authority than the state. So,
God must be shrunk down to be made of little to no consequence. Thus, the left is seeking to have the
sexual revolution take precedence over the first amendment of religious liberty.
The Coronavirus also brought irregularities in the presidential election. What we can expect from
the Biden aministration with the endorsement of mainline secular media, as this was the way it was
under the Obama administration, is silencing of Christian chaplains on sexual morality and their ability to
refer to Jesus Christ as the only way to salvation and the removal of Christian symbols from military bases.
Trump reversed this, but now it will go back. Also, Biden plans to allow transgenders into the U.S.
military, which will cause chaos. Trump reversed this, but now it will go back again. Biden also plans to
fund abortions with our taxes, forcing us to pay for sin (Jer. 32:35). Trump reversed this, but now it will
go back again.
In addition to this, free enterprise will suffer under the Biden administration (to what degree we
will find out), as well as America’s support for Israel, energy independence, medical care for senior
citizens, religious liberty, and other benefits that believers and others were blessed by over the last four
years under Trump.

It looks like election shenanigans and irregularities truly happened, such as dead people
casting ballots, and others casting ballots multiple times, and large influxes of ballots coming in the
many thousands for Biden, while Trump had near zero, happened several times in the wee hours
of the morning after election day. The over 70 million mail-in ballots that were mailed out to
people who did not request them, along with a vast lack of signature verification on many of these
mail-in ballots, casts a shadow of little confidence on the true accuracy of this election. There was a
20 million vote increase in the 2020 presidential election from the 2016 presidential election,
which is a greater four year increase than ever before. Trump had 14% of the black vote, 35% of
the Hispanic vote, which are highs, and 80% of the evangelical Christian vote, and yet still lost,
which seems to show a lot of extra ballots showing up somewhere for Biden. Hopefully, as these
irregularities are looked into further, they can help us plan for more secure elections in the future,
where we no longer do mass mailings of ballots to people who did not request them. Now, we
must accept the consequences of election day. Our only hope is prayer, We must pray for revival to
ignite hearts across America, especially in the White House and the administration. God is in
control as our fortress and refuge. More than things are falling apart, they are falling into place
according to God’s prophesied Word.
We live in a world that is committed to spiritual darkness, promoting confusion and
deception to bring people to rely on the power of the state rather than God. May we not shrink
back in silence about the truth of God’s Word and Gospel. Many are being sucked into the ways of
this dark world, being blinded by Satan to truth (2 Cor. 4:2-4), as they rely more on the biased spin
of the secular news media then the truth of God’s holy Word. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not be
conformed to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind “(by
regularly being in the full counsel of God’s Word). Then, let us lovingly share God’s wisdom and
Gospel from His Word with others.
In spite of the ongoing challenges, we have much to be thankful to God for. All of our
blessings find their source in God (James 1:17). And remember we celebrate Thanksgiving, not
Thanksfeeling. May we not just feel thankful, but actually give thanks back to God, the source of all
our blessings. It’s been said, the worst moment for an atheist is when he feels thankful but has no
one to thank. I missed singing “Count Your Blessings” at our church Thanksgiving meal this year,
due to the Coronavirus being high in our area. May we count our many blessings, and be sure to
give thanks to God for them. “O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good” (Psa. 118:1). And His
goodness was seen best in giving His Son, Jesus, from heaven on that first Christmas, for the
purpose to die on the cruel cross to pay the penalty for our sins so that we could have eternal life
with Him in heaven through genuine faith in Him. “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sin” (1 John 4:10). Now that is
something to truly be thankful to God for! May we choose to be thankful to God, and in so doing
find joy in Him!
May the Lord be central in all of our Christmas festivities, knowing its all about Him. I hope
you will be able to join us for our Children’s Christmas musical: “A Covid Christmas” written by our
own LaTonya McGathy and Jennifer Turpin! It will take place on Sunday, December 20 at the
10:30am worship service time. Also, plan to join us for our special and meaningful Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service on Thursday, December 24 at 6:00pm.
May you have a Merry Christmas, and remember through the challenges of 2021 that the
Lord is with you to never leave you nor forsake you, so that you can let His light of hope and love
shine forth from you to others. That will truly make 2021 a Happy New Year!
Thankful to God for you and for Him,
Pastor Scott
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Important Dates in December and January in our Church Family
Birthdays:
Anniversaries:
December
2
3
4
6
7
12
17
21
23
26
27
29
31

January

Glenda Brown Shelton
Isabella Spengler
Tom Peirce
Jerry Graham
Emmalynn Jones
Diane Mettling
Larry Mossman
Natalie Horton
Patty Dust
Shelly Willis
Kathy Waite
Harper Lansford
Mark Bogner
Dennis Metz

2
5
8

9
13
15
18
19
23
24
26
28
31

James Swanson
Emma Spengler
Stephanie Adams
Tatta Roth
Martha Kelley
Liliana Stratton
Gwen Fox
Wesley Hartman
Susan Phillips
Chad McGathy
Elizabeth Ruggles
Grayce Abel
Debby Smith
Pat Potter
Riley Smith-Myers
Addy Myers

December

4 Kurt & Kim Wasko
19 Regan & Leah Hess

January

2 Gary & Pat King
14 Pat & Dorothy Potter
29 Larry & Martha Kelley

If your special date for December or January is missing, please notify the church office at 221– 2722.

Officer Nominations
Our current church officers: Gregg Little, Terril Mettling, and Dennis Metz are
elders. Ed Bogner, Larry Edgington, Regan Hess, Kurt Wasko, Wes Keely, and
Dennis Willis are deacons. Pat King, Deb Neal, Marilyn Smith, Kathy Waite and
Shelly Willis are deaconesses. If you have any suggestions for new officers for
2021, please put them on your bulletin registration slip and place in the offering
box, or contact the church office by Sunday, December 6.

Praise & Prayer Needs

Pray for yourself and each of us to reach out and bring others to worship the Lord with us.
Pray for Rex Bonesteel, John Crosser, Ralph Fox, Rick Winters, Patty Dust and Joyce Gilley battling cancer.
Pray for more of us to participate in a small group or Sunday School class to grow in relationship as Christ’s
disciples.
Pray for our shut ins: Rex Beeney, Linda Spencer, Rebecca McNeish, Rex Bonesteel, Ralph and Gwen Fox,
and Maxine Holman.
Pray for the Pat King family as her mother Phyllis passed away recently. She was 100 yrs old.
Pray for the Kurt Wasko family, Kurt’s dad passed into glory Monday, November 16, 2020.

Upcoming Events
Family Christmas Church Decorating/
Soup Supper Gathering
Bring your family out on Sunday, Nov. 29 at 5:30pm for a Soup Supper and
then help decorate the church for Christmas. Please bring a crockpot of soup
and finger food/dessert to share.

Christmas Caroling—Dec. 13 @ 5:30pm

We cannot go Christmas caroling to area Nursing Homes this year, but we can still go caroling to people’s
homes. Please join us on Sunday evening of December 13, as we meet at the church at 5:30pm to go to
homes of people in our church. We will come back to church for hot chocolate and chili. If you have a
certain home you would like us to go caroling to, please note it in your bulletin or tell Pastor Scott.

Sunday, December 13 at 5:30pm: Christmas Caroling to people’s homes.
Meet at the church. Bring some chili if you like and some
Christmas goodies to share. FLC.
Sunday, December 20 at 10:30am: Children’s Christmas program: “A
Covid Christmas” in the sanctuary.
Thursday, December 24 at 6:00pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
with children’s chat and gifts for kids.

Cornerstone Bible Fellowship presents

“A Covid Christmas”
Sunday, December 20, 2020
At 10:30 AM
We encourage you to invite your family and friends to come and join us for the
program and then refreshments and sweet treats to follow!

REMINDER: Please return all borrowed items to the kitchen. Thank you! If you have borrowed a key
for a church event and have not returned it, please turn it in to Shelly or LaTonya!

Upcoming Events
Sign Up to ring the Salvation Army bell for their Christmas Red Kettle
Campaign on Monday, December 7th anytime between 10:00am and 6:00pm
at the Winfield Wal-Mart south entrance. A sign-up sheet is in the church foyer. Our church has agreed to serve on this date for the Salvation Army Red
Kettle Campaign. Please sign-up to serve for a half hour, full hour, or longer.
Thank you for your service!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
On Thursday , December 24 we will have our annual Christmas Eve
Candlelight service at 6:00pm. There will be congregational singing of
Christmas carols and songs, a children’s chat with a gift for the children, a
devotion by Pastor Scott and the traditional lighting of candles to symbolize
the light of Christ come to be spread among us. Please plan to join us as we
celebrate Jesus, our newborn King of kings and Lord of lords!

New Year’s Eve Family Game Night—December 31st
If you enjoy playing games and eating food, this is an activity you won’t want to
miss out on! Join us in the FLC at 6:30pm on Thursday, December 31st. Bring
your favorite card/board games to play with others and a snack to share. We will
stay until the new year, if people can last that long, praying together before we
leave, to welcome in the new year.

January Annual Church Business Meeting
On Sunday, January 31, we will have our Annual Church Business
meeting in the sanctuary at 1:00p.m. That will be preceded by an
all-church fellowship dinner at 12noon in our Family Life Center. Please
bring a main dish and a side dish or dessert to share.
At our annual church business meeting, we will be electing new officers
and voting on the 2021 budget and new members. So, be sure to join
us for this important gathering. Our meeting will begin with sharing
prayer requests and a prayer gathering.
.

Free Christmas Buttons and Wristbands
In the foyer you may take a Christmas button and/or wristband
to wear to let people know the real reason for the season is
Jesus!

Current Adult Bible Fellowships-9:15am

We offer two Adult Bible Fellowships. One is DVD based on Biblical topics, which will include
discussion after watching the DVD. The other is a face to face group Bible Study going through a
Bible book. Both classes are open and you are encouraged to attend. So, whichever setting you
prefer, we have a class for you!

Sanctuary Winter Adult Bible Fellowship
NEW CLASS BEGINNING NOV.29TH
The Sanctuary class will be starting a new study on Nov. 29th titled “The Daniel Dilemma—
How to Stand Firm and Love Well in a Culture of Compromise”. This 6 part dvd study is from Pastor Chris Hodges. “In this Bible study, Chris looks at the lives of both Daniel and Jesus, showing
how we can stand for our biblical beliefs without being hostile or insulting to others….As Jesus
demonstrated, when we connect with others before we correct them, we can handle the hard
questions without compromising God’s grace or truth…Chris offers fresh insights and practical
ideas to encourage Christians struggling with their cultural reality to hold God’s standards high
and to keep His grace deep—just as Jesus did, and just as His followers today are called to
do.” Please join us on Nov. 29th, as we “learn to be a Daniel!” This class will be facilitated by
Gregg Little.

‘ M aster God ’ s Book ’ Adult Bible Fellowship
During the winter quarter the ‘Master God’s Book’ adult Sunday School class will be studying in the book
of Romans.
Please join us in the FLC on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:15am.
We would love to have you join us! This study will be led by Kurt Wasko.

Men ’ s Sunday School Class
There is a Sunday School class for men that meets every Sunday in the Conference Room. This will be
designed for men of any age. This will be an opportunity to learn what God’s original design for men was
and still is today. The series is called “Locking Arms, Shoulder to Shoulder, Man to Man. . . God’s Design
for Masculine Friendship” by Stu Weber. Come and check it out and bring a friend!
If you have questions you can ask Terril Mettling!

Small Groups
Whether it be a women’s small group, a men’s small group, or a mixed group, small groups are a great
way to grow in friendships, and grow in devotion to the Lord. If you are interested in joining a small
group, please mark your bulletin registration slip, as small groups have started up again.
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Our Mission: To help individuals become fully devoted followers of Christ!
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Scott Schaefer, Senior Pastor – e-mail: pastorscott@winfieldcbf.org
Administrative support staff – e-mail: secretary@winfieldcbf.org
Church website: www.winfieldcbf.org
‘Like’ us at FaceBook.com/winfieldcbf

Weekly Regular Schedule
Sundays
...Prayer time, Prayer Room

8:45am

...Fellowship Refreshments and

9:00am

Bounce House
...Sunday School, for all ages

9:15am

...Worship Service

10:30am

...PowerSource Student Ministries

6:00pm

…The Gathering—for all ages

6:00pm

Wednesdays
...Awana (Sept. thru April)

6:15—8:00pm

If you know someone who’d
like to receive this newsletter
please let us know. We will need at
least one of the following.
e-mail__________
phone_________
or stamp mail address________

If you are receiving multiple
copies of this newsletter, please also
let us know.

