
Dear Parishioners,
At the time of writing, there is some concern about
arrangements for celebrating Christmas. A number of
us are keen to know whether we will be able to see
our families or friends, and what restrictions may be
in place.
For many people times like Christmas, when we can
be re-united with loved ones, are a high point in the

year. As human beings we are made in the image of God to be
social beings who reflect God’s loving nature. This causes us to
enjoy some level of social interaction, and it is why solitary
confinement is especially hard to endure. It is also a reason why
we need to look out for people who may be especially isolated at
this time.
We are now in the season of Advent, a time when Christians look
ahead to another remarkable reunion. Many people think of Advent
as just a time for counting down to Christmas Day (ideally with a
chocolate calendar!), but it is much more than that. Advent is an
opportunity to look forward to the return of Christ when the Lord
will take all his faithful people, both the living and those who have
died, to be with him and with one another for ever.
This is the ultimate reunion in which tears and crying will be no
more.

In the meantime, believers are instructed to meet together
regularly to encourage one another in faith and love, as we look
forward to this great Reunion Day (Hebrews 10:25).
Of course, it is because of Christ’s first coming as Saviour that we
can be made ready for his return as Lord. So we are excited to be
able to celebrate his birth once again this Christmas.
Please see inside this magazine for details of our online and in-
person Advent and Christmas services, restrictions permitting, at
All Saints Danehill and Chelwood Gate. As guidelines can change,
please keep up-to-date by looking at church notice boards and our
website.
With warm greetings,

www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk/



All Saints Church, Danehill with Chelwood Gate
Services for December 2020 and January 2021

Services in December may be subject to further government restric�ons.
Details opposite and at www.allsaintsdanehill.org

Sunday 6th
December

8am
9.30am
11am
4pm

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate))
Tradi�onal Morning Prayer (All Saints)
All Age Service (All Saints)
Informal Carols (Chelwood Gate)

Sunday 13th
December

9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Worship@4 (All Saints)

Sunday 20th
December

8am
9.30am
11am
6pm

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Modern Morning Prayer (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Carol Service (Danehill)

Thursday 24th
December
Christmas Eve

11.30pm Holy Communion (All Saints)
Collections over Christmas for Diocesan Association for
Family Support Work

Friday 25th
December
Christmas Day

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Tradi�onal Christmas Service (All Saints)
Informal Christmas Service (All Saints)

Sunday 27th
December

9.30am
11am

Holy Communion (All Saints)
Informal Communion (All Saints)

Sunday 3rd
January

8am
9.30am
11am

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Tradi�onal Morning Prayer (All Saints)
All Age Service (All Saints)

Wednesday 6th

January
10am Epiphany Holy Communion (All Saints)

Sunday 10th

January
9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Worship@4 (All Saints)

Sunday 17th
January

8am
9.30am
11am
4pm

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Modern Morning Prayer (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Informal Prayer Service (Chelwood Gate)

Sunday 24th

January
9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (All Saints)
Informal Communion (All Saints)
Worship@4 (All Saints)



Sunday 31st

January
9.30am
11am
4pm

Tradi�onal Morning Prayer (All Saints)
All Age Service (All Saints)
Evensong (Chelwood Gate)

Sunday 7th

February
8am
9.30am
11am

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Tradi�onal Morning Prayer (All Saints)
All Age Service (All Saints)

Church Services in December and January

.At the time of going to print, it is not clear whether or not the national lockdown
will be lifted on 2nd December. The diary of services opposite assumes that it
will be. If this proves to be the case, social distancing will still need to be
maintained, and seating in the church will continue to be limited to 60.

As there is likely to be a high demand on Christmas Day, there will be two
services to accommodate the maximum number possible. To book places at
the Christmas Services and at the Carol Service on 20th December, please ring
Shelagh Gilliam 01825 790803 or complete the online booking form here
h�ps://www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk/update-online-services/christmas-services-2020



Good Neighbour Service

Emergencies, Prescriptions, Lift to Surgery
Rob 791664 or Shelagh 790803

Contribu�ons for Next Magazine

Many thanks to all contributors to this issue. The deadline for the next issue is
Thursday 21 January . A mail box is installed on the fence outside Marten Co�age,
Coach and Horses Lane, Danehill where copy can be le� at any �me. Electronic
copy can be sent to: parishmagazine@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk . If the a�achment is
in Microso� Word, it is helpful if the format is an A5 document with 1 cm margins
and point size 11.
Emma Mar�n, Chris Drewery 740298

For all queries regarding adver�sements, adver�sing and special run “Flyers”,
please email Stefan Mercado: DHparishMag@mail.com

At All Saints
Funeral

18 November Mary Scott Benson

New Editor

We are pleased to announce that the magazine has been
fortunate to recruit Emma Mar�n as an editor. It is very
pleasing to have a much younger member on the team
who, I am sure, will enrich our future pages. The
magazine has been published for more than a century,
but if it is to con�nue for another century we need to get
fresh ideas for content and reach across the genera�ons. Emma lives in
downtown Danehill with her husband Ben and two small children. She has
edited about half of this magazine so she is making excellent progress!

In this issue we have an ar�cle on the scouts from Jill, a tribute to Laurence
Hardy from Cedric, Long tailed �ts and Culpeper from the Widlife Trust,
poli�cal news from Roy and though�ul ar�cles from genera�on Z on food
waste.



Festive English Toffee
I’m making and selling English
Toffee to raise money for my
volunteering trip to Ecuador this
summer with Camps International.
Our family recipe has been handed
down through 5 generations and
I’m sure you will find it delicious.

£3.50 for a 185g bag, 5 bags for
£15.

Regular deliveries on a weekly or monthly basis are available too!
Ingredients: Butter, Sugar, Almonds, and Chocolate

Please contact me via phone if you are interested
Rhiannon Lewis, 07927 025924

** With COVID-19 around I am taking as many precautions as possible:
excellent hygiene, online order form, wearing mask & gloves when
handling, etc. Hopefully this puts your mind at ease .

Editor’s note: Rhiannon is a student at Uckfield College We wish her well in
raising funds and realising her ambition.

Danehill & Chelwood Gate Social Club

The COVID19 restric�ons are hi�ng the club hard as it has reduced some of the
regular events which keep the club going. The commi�ee are always looking for
ways to encourage more facili�es for the parish, the latest is the introduc�on of
a mobile pizza take away service on Thursday evenings 4.30 to 8pm.

Further discussions are assessing the renova�ons to exterior pain�ng, window
replacement and ligh�ng.

TheWinter Darts season is the main casualty to the winter programme. We
hope for its return in 2021.

The Outreach Post Office has returned to Danehill Club on Fridays from 1.30pm
to 3pm. Please support Prital and her team we do not want to lose this service.

Hopefully we will be back in ac�on during December so come in and have a
drink and meet the team, you may want to become a member in the New Year.

Be safe and have a Happy Christmas, Social Club Commi�ee

www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk/



Chelwood Gate Village Hall
Christmas: for the first time in 54 years owing to the Covid-19
restrictions we will not be able to hold our Annual Christmas
Tree Lighting Party. However thanks to Mark Carter and the
DEMAG Group we are going to continue with the illuminated
tree and collection for the East Grinstead Queen Victoria
Hospital Peanut Children’s Ward. Collection boxes will be in
shops, pubs, clubs and printers through-out the area or can be
given to a member of the committee.

The Big Macmillan Coffee Morning raised the grand sum of
£480.40 thank you all who donated.

We now have the return of the Outreach Post Office on Friday mornings 11.30am to
1pm. We welcome Prital and her team for this and hope you will be able to support
her because we do not want to lose this facility.

The Community Library will coincide with the Post Office on every Friday until
the New Year. It will then return to the second Friday of the month and the last
Saturday of the month when we can continue with the Coffee Mornings. If this is
not convenient please give us a call and arrange a time to change bookd.
01825 740562
jean-wood44@hotmail.co.uk or rockinrobin@cgate.plus.com
Please keep well and have a Happy Christmas. Jean Wood

Danehill Memorial Hall
The second lockdown has been very disappointing as most of our customers
had adapted to the current rules with out too much pain.

Now we are back to square one again with little we can do. No pantomime
I’m afraid, but we will have a nice Christmas Tree which we hope you will all
enjoy

Regards from Malcolm Burwood

Entirely Different Now
Vi Rivers has written and published the story of
her life which she has lived mainly in Chelwoood
Gate from 1925. The book is entitled ‘Entirely
Different Now’ and costs £9,including a donation
to Guide Dogs for the Blind. If you are interested
in obtaining a copy please speak to Vi on 01825
740469
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From Sussex Police
Police are urging people to be vigilant after a
spate of catalytic converter thefts in East
Sussex. Officers have seen an increase in
reports of the thefts during the past month,
including in Eastbourne, Hastings and
Bexhill. Toyota and Honda vehicles have
been targeted in particular.

Chief Inspector Di Lewis, district commander
for Eastbourne and Lewes, said: “We are urging people to take
extra precautions around their vehicles following a rise in thefts of
catalytic converters across East Sussex .There are a number of
measures people can take to deter thieves, including parking in a
secure or well-lit area and considering locks or guards. We also
encourage people to continue reporting any thefts to us, so we
can build a picture of the crimes and respond effectively.”

Steps to protect your vehicle include parking in a garage
overnight or in a secure compound. If this is not possible, people
are urged to park in an area that’s well-lit and overlooked. Drivers
are also encouraged to park so that the convertor can’t be easily
reached by potential thieves. Vehicles that sit high above the road
are particularly vulnerable.

Car owners can ask their car dealer for any advice on locks or
guards that are approved by the vehicle manufacturer to keep
catalytic converters safe. People are also urged to register their
converter and mark it with a forensic marker, which will make it
harder for thieves to dispose of.

Ashdown WI
The first Christmas card was sent in 1843, by Henry Cole the founding
director of the Victoria and Albert Museum. Henry helped set up the
Uniform Penny Post which encouraged the sending of seasonal
greetings.

Henry asked his friend artist John Callcott Horsley to illustrate the idea
he had for a card. A picture of three generations of the Cole family
celebrating and two pictures showing acts of giving clothes and giving
food.



We especially need Christmas cards this year to get in touch with people
we have missed seeing. It doesn’t have to be an expensive card but a
simple communication from YOU. Handmade, recycled from previous
cards, drawn or painted. Cards are also part of our Christmas decorations.

Remember how good it feels to have post dropping through the letter box!
So get in touch and send Christmas greetings

Chelwood Gate Post Office open from 11.30 to 1.00pm
Danehill Post Office open from 1.30 to 3.00pm
Have a kind Christmas
Yvonne Smith
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Laurence Hardy
Laurence and Rebeka and family lived at Latchetts in Freshfield Lane for close on
fifty five years. Aside from his business at Freshfield Lane Brickworks, which
provided, and still provides, much needed local employment, Laurence was very

much involved in local affairs, most
notably the church. He had been brought
up in the Church of England tradition, and
maintained his faith throughout his life,
being active in the local church wherever
he found himself. He was on the Danehill
PCC for decades, and churchwarden three
times, during which time he organised just
about everything with characteristic
efficiency. In particular, he oversaw much
needed repairs to the structure of the
church, and a major reorder inside which
entailed turning a little used section at the
back into separate rooms behind glass
partitions for meetings and youth and
children’s work. And, of course, there
were always church functions to organise,
particularly in the garden at Latchetts.

And the garden at Latchetts was a great labour of love. Laurence and Rebeka put an
enormous amount of effort into it, creating a series of several garden rooms with a
Christian emphasis, all complementing each other and worthy of comparison, in its
own way, with some of the great gardens of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
They were part of the National Garden Scheme and raised thousands for charity
every year. Visitors flocked, not only to see the garden, but also to sample the teas,
particularly Rebeka’s cakes, which were renowned throughout the county and
beyond.

Laurence and Rebeka retired to Storrington in West Sussex in 2014, where they
continued to be active in village life. Laurence died at home there on 27th October.

Cedric Parrish

Photo shows Laurence with Rebeka at Latchetts when he was made High Sheriff
of East Sussex 1976-7. Many thanks to Jill Rolfe for supplying this photo.



ROUND AND ABOUT IN THE PARISH……

“Scoutmaster Ronald Hardy was always keen that his troop should consider their
parents and, par�cularly at Christmas, his Troop would lay on entertainment for
them, as a way of thanks. A Boxing Night dance held in the Memorial Hall was a
highlight as a means of raising funds and in 1928 the Merry Quartet Dance Band
was in a�endance. However a regre�able feature was unseemly behaviour of a
few young men, and Scoutmaster Hardy in�mated there would be no more
dances unless they behaved - this had the desired effect.

On another occasion, the 1st Danehill
and Chelwood Gate Troop presented a
quaint play in three acts - The Dagger -
and the newspaper report says “it rather
mys�fied the audience and in all
probability they are s�ll thinking about
it”.

F Kendall, C Ridley, R Mitchell and B
Charman took the parts of villains. The
Fatal Stone, a short drama in an opium den wri�en by Mr Hardy was quite
exci�ng and realis�c in its way, and gave a chance to R Mitchell and B Charman
to show themselves as silent footed cunning-minded Chinese. Ronald Hardy was
the immaculate Count Busano un�l eastern wiles laid him low on the floor with a
heavy bump and 12� of rope around him.

In The Scotchman’s Deal, here again was Mr Hardy, this �me he had a crimson
nose and a Sco�ish accent. The heroine for the naughty wife was played by R
Mitchell and the hubby who came back by C Benne�.

The 3rd sec�on - The Bathroom Door
included H Blackall, who impressed
everybody with his ventriloquism turn,
and H Goodenough and R Edwards for
their rendering of a duet which was
admirable. There were planta�on
songs and, with the aid of a
gramophone, members of the East

Grinstead Troop of Boy Scouts indulged in country dancing to the complete
enjoyment of all.



To the unini�ated “Shadows” was a revela�on. By the means of a lantern and a
white sheet gruesome dissec�on of a man’s body was seen. It was a good
reproduc�on and highly diver�ng.

There was a wealth of congratula�on for the boys, which included several Nutley
boys, and Mr Hardy received praise from all sides for the success of the concert.
It must be noted, the newspaper report said, that nearly every turn on the
programme originated from Mr Hardy. The concert raised about £5 for the Troop
funds.

I would like to pay a special tribute to the late Laurence Hardy for access to his
father’s scout diaries and for the trouble Laurence took in sending me the history
and photos of the Freshfield Lane Brickworks and this informa�on will appear in
future ar�cles. Laurence was so kind to me and he will be greatly missed.

Jill Rolfe 740446

Long-tailed �ts by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife
Trust
The �es that bind

“Who are these people?” You’ve hardly seen them all year yet here you are,
paper hat askew, squashed between them on the sofa at Christmas. On a branch
out in the cold darkness of the garden, also sandwiched between aunts,
brothers, cousins and daughters, a �ny bird is asking a similar ques�on.

Long-tailed �ts and humans are two of
Britain’s most social species. And just like
a visit from your rela�ves, the arrival of a
long-tailed �t flock in your garden can
turn tranquillity into chaos. It’s like
someone has emp�ed a box of feathered
fireworks over the fence. They manically
bicker on the bird feeder and swing
acroba�cally upside-down on the fat
balls, all the while trilling, ra�ling and
screaming ‘eee-heee-heee’ like a troupe
of Michael Jackson impersonators.

long-tailed tit©Alan Price, Gatehouse
Studio Sussex Wildlife Trust



What you’re witnessing is a group of roving rela�ves, roaming the
neighbourhood to pillage your peanuts. This posse of outlaws consists of in-laws,
brothers, sons and daughters. With their gorgeous pink, black and white
plumage and those ridiculously long tails, these flying lollypops must qualify for
Britain’s cutest bird. Then, suddenly they’re gone and the pulse rate of the
garden returns to normal.

By late winter the extended family will dri� apart to find new partners, ready to
start new families. In March, the founda�ons are laid for an epic construction.
Moss building bricks are lashed together with ropes of s�cky spider’s webs. The
walls rise, a camouflage cladding of lichen is added to the roof and a cosy filling
of a thousand feathers lines the interior. The end result looks a crocheted
stomach and soon there will be plenty of rumbling from inside as eight hungry
chicks demand to be fed. But raising a large family can take its toll. The constant
hunt for insects can exhaust a parent almost to breaking point. And that’s when
something unusual and wonderful happens. Their family arrives to save them.

Aun�es and uncles who have not
been successful raising their own
family that year will selflessly help the
parents and feed their nephews and
nieces. Once the children have flown
the nest the whole gang remains
together and joins with other siblings
to form your chao�c neighbourhood
feeding flock. But the biggest
challenge of the year s�ll awaits:
winter. long-tailed tits in snow ©Roger Wilmshurst

Sussex Wildlife Trust

Freezing night-�me temperatures exact a heavy toll on our garden birds. And
that’s why at Christmas, hidden deep in a hedge, you’ll find the extended family
of long-tailed �ts huddled together on a frosty branch, sharing their warmth and
surviving.

Like them, we can all extend a warm wing to surround and support our family
and friends this Christmas, whether near or far. Because none of us can get
through this on our own.
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout
Sussex.



HowMuch Food is the World Was�ng?
Alanna O�ewell (Age 10)

On Tuesday 3rd November as part of our Harvest
celebra�ons, Danehill C of E Primary was discussing how
to reduce food waste.

At the start of the day, Tristram Stuart (environmental campaigner) came in and
told the children about how much food the world wastes using 9 apples to
represent the world’s food.
“If there were 9 apples you can take away 3 to show how much food people
and companies throw away; they reject food that doesn’t look
‘perfect’ e.g. non-round apples or potatoes. You could take another 3 to
show how much food we need to feed animals – and in return we only get
one ‘apple’ of food back for this. You can see we actually only eat under half of
the food that is grown.”

We learned that if we were able to eat and not waste this food, we could be
able to feed double the amount of people in the world.

We asked a student what they thought about the day and they said “It really
interested me and encouraged
me no�o waste food.” Since then we've weighed our lunches before and
a�er we’ve eaten to see how much an average school wastes.

Harves�ng Harmony
Jamie Ford (Age 10)

Harvest. It’s one of the best �mes of year (compe�ng with Christmas)
Here is a descrip�on of a school day at Harvest, given to us by a school pupil
at Danehill Primary School: “As soon as we finished register, we went to
assembly to talk about food waste. Tristram Stuart told us about how he made
wine out of bread ends (which you order at www.tristramstuart.co.uk/toast-
ale if you are interested!). Using a chart, we calculated how much food
we wasted on Monday at lunch (490g).Then one of the older
children calculated how many children we could have fed with that food (it
was 2!)”.
Another pupil told us, “A�er lunch we read ‘If the World was a Village’ (a book
that looks at how wealth is shared in the world) and made art based on a single



page of our choice (for example money & possessions, religions etc.)”

The children in Badgers Class have suggested we create 3 cookbooks to
help tackle the problem of food waste. One for humans, one for animals and one
for gardens – explaining how we can use up food we would otherwise throw
away. If you have any ideas, please contact Lizzie Overton, the Head
of Danehill Primary School h�p://www.danehillcepschool.org/

Editor’s note: Thank you to Alanna, Jamie and the other children for their thought
provoking work on a serious problem.

Danehurst

It is just over a year since St Raphael’s Nursing Home sadly closed. The elaborate
Victorian Tudor-style house does not seem yet to have found a new calling.
Perhaps the New Year will bring a new lease of life to this fine building. For the
�me being you can rent a room for just over £400/month! The old photo from
the DPHS archive is over-exposed but shows the house at a favourable angle.



Chailey Repair Café Drop Off Service Reopens!

We are delighted to announce that Chailey Repair Cafe has reopened our “drop
off” repair service with immediate effect.

The way it works is that we put the job out to our volunteers and anyone close
to you who is prepared to take it on agrees to do so. They then make contact
with you and give you their address. You drop it on their doorstop and they tell
you when it’s fixed. You then collect it, paying for any parts required, and we
invite you to make a dona�on toward the Cafe... That’s all there is to it!!

Since the first lockdown in March, there has been some really remarkable work
done by our talented volunteers. We have now taken on nearly 200 “drop off”
repairs and received some generous dona�ons, which we are now using to
provide storage in the rebuilt interior of St Peter’s Church, Chailey, where we will
have our new base in 2021. There has been a short delay in the completion of
the work in the Church, but we hope to reopen there in February.

Contact chaileyrc@gmail.com with details of the make and model number of
what needs repairing , preferably with a good quality photo or two, and we will
see what we can do.

Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Café team

Christmas Chuckles from Mae Lewis
Q. What did Adam say on December the 24th?
A. It's Christmas, Eve!

A mother took her three year old daughter to church for the first time at
Christmas. The church lights were lowered and and then the choir came
down the aisle carrying lighted candles. All was quiet until the little girl
started to sing,"Happy Birthday to you, happy birthday to you..... in a very
loud voice!



Nicholas Culpeper by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust
The complete herbal hero

Just over 400 years ago, in 1616, a legend was born; a rebel who partnered up
with Mother Nature to revolu�onise British medicine. The herbal hero, the
botanical bad boy, the father of alterna�ve medicine - ladies and gentlemen, I
give you Nicholas Culpeper.

Culpeper did his growing up upstream in
Isfield, just north of Lewes. The country
lanes and starry Sussex skies were his
classroom and the hedges and the
heavens taught him botany, astronomy
and astrology. He learnt about love too.
In 1634, Culpeper and his Sussex
sweetheart planned a secret Lewes
wedding and a speedy elopement to the
Netherlands. But tragedy struck when
his love-struck lady’s carriage was struck
by a lightning bolt en-route to the
ceremony. She died instantly.

There’s no cure for a broken heart and
Culpeper le� Sussex to start a new life
in London. He threw himself into his
work as a lowly apothecary’s assistant,
cataloguing medicinal herbs on
Threadneedle Street.

Nicholas Culpeper engraving by Richard
Gaywood

At this time, medicine was only prac�sed by elite physicians. They would
charge exorbitant prices for their secret remedies and would not even
demean themselves to talk to pa�ents, instead reques�ng a sample of urine
to make their diagnosis. Culpeper believed medical treatment should be
available to all - not just the privileged.

Se�ing up his own prac�ce in a poorer part of London, Culpeper started
trea�ng forty pa�ents a day with herbal cures derived from English plants.
Then he dropped his botanical bombshell. Culpeper published an incredible
tome that instructed people how to pick their own remedies, free of charge,
from the hedges and meadows. The book was ‘The English Physi�an’ (1652,
later enlarged as ‘The Complete Herbal’). His book promoted and preserved



folk remedies at a �me when physicians and priests were discredi�ng village
healers and preven�ng them from passing along their tradi�onal knowledge.
Enraged, the medical establishment
accused Culpeper of witchcra�. But his
Complete Herbal endured. It’s been in
con�nuous print longer than any other
non-religious English language book,
running rings around Tolkien and
Rowling and their tales of hocus-pocus.

No doubt Culpeper’s herbal remedies
could come in useful for some of you
over the fes�ve period; wild privet (for
headaches), blackthorn (for indiges�on),
rosemary (for flatulence) and the juice
of ivy berries ‘snuffed up into the nose’
(for hangovers). blackthorn©Richard Cobden Sussex

Wildlife Trust

So, start 2021 by raising your Nutribullets and ginseng teas to the healing
proper�es of Mother Nature, and to four centuries of Nicholas Culpeper.

Chelwood Vachery This mansion at the north end of the parish was built
in 1906 by Sir Stuart Samuel. The Vachery site has a much longer history,
dating back to medieval times. Thank you to Jill Rolfe for the photo from her
article on the Vachery (Dec 16 magazine). Percy Thrower filmed at the
Vachery for Gardeners World (two episodes) but despite making enquiries Jill
has not been able to find a copy. Does anyone have a copy of those
Gardener’s World episodes? If so, she would be delighted to hear from you
on 740466.
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Local Update

Covid

The Covid rollercoaster con�nues and this report will be out of
date when you read it.

However it is important to note that as of today, November
13th, the weekly infec�on rate in East Sussex is the lowest in the
country.

There are 149 Upper Tier Authori�es in the country that is County Councils and Unitary
authori�es. East Sussex ranks as 149/100 000.The weekly infec�on rate is 66.
The country is also divided into lower �er authori�es of which there are 315. Wealden is
ranked at 310 with a weekly infec�on rate of 67.

The range of sta�s�cs is dizzying but the main focus for comparison purposes is numbers
per 100,000 per week and these are our local figures. The figures locally are rising slightly
but remain compara�vely low.

More tes�ng is being done across the County with new opportuni�es in Uckfield and
Crowborough in the next few days.

Generally our tes�ng rate is high with low levels of posi�ve cases.
There is regular tes�ng of Care Home staff.

20,000 extremely vulnerable people have been iden�fied in East Sussex and Councils will
be contac�ng everyone on the list to ensure they have food and basic supplies. There is a
food voucher scheme in opera�on. There are examples of abuse but this does not seem
to be widespread.

Verge Cu�ing

A drama�c change of topic.

There has been a lot of concern by some residents about damaging roadside wildlife in
our rural verges and the County Council is consul�ng 12 Towns and parishes about
the current plan which is for one full cut in the Autumn and visibility splays cut in the Spring.

I know some will want the verges cut more regularly and others will be worried about
biodiversity so I would be interested in your views.

Roy Galley cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk, 01825 713018


