
Management Plan All Saints Danehill Churchyard 

 

The churchyard is an excellent example of unimproved meadow land, 97% of which has been lost 

in England. What makes it special is that it has been left entirely alone with no fertiliser, pesticide, 

or herbicide application.  Mowing clippings have also been removed leading to a nutrient poor 

environment. Nutrient poverty may seem an undesirable state, but the reverse is true.  Lack of 

nutrient means that grasses do not grow as much as in a conventional lawn. This allows other 

species including mosses to thrive in the sward.  This environment is ideal for many plants and 

fungi which are now rare and would be completely out-competed in a vigorous sward. 

 

As a result we have four orchid species, Green Winged orchid (Orchis morio), Common Tway 

Blade (Neottia ocata),  Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) and Autumn Ladies Tresses 

(Spiranthes spiralis) and 34 other flower species*. We were able to supply Wakehurst Place with 

seed of the Green Winged orchid for a project on their site.  

 

There are more than 21 recorded waxcaps plus many other fungi species** in the churchyard. This 

makes the site of national importance for fungi. The Pink Waxcap, Hygrocybe calyptriformis, is 

particularly rare, so much so that Danehill churchyard was cited in a Natural England national 

report in 2004 as one of just 11 known sites for this species. Since 2004 it has been found elsewhere, 

but it remains rare.  Finally the British Mycological Society has confirmed the richness of the site 

for fungi. 

 

In order to maintain this very rare habitat the following management plan is suggested: 

 

1. No inputs of fertiliser, herbicide, or pesticide under any circumstances. Mosses should be allowed 

to thrive as some orchids and the pink waxcap require their presence. 

 

2. Mowing should not occur from when orchids begin to appear, usually the end of April, until the 

plants have set seed in July. If reseeding does not occur the orchids will rapidly become extinct. 

 

3. It should be possible to resume mowing in mid to late July until mid to late August when the 

Ladies Tresses orchid starts to appear.  These should set seed by early October. 

 

4.Mid October should allow for one mowing before waxcaps and Fly Agaric begin to produce 

fruiting bodies in late October. 

 

5. December. Final cut for the year. Mowing clippings should be removed from the site throughout 

the season. 

 

6. The defined habitat area will maintain a 1metre mowed boarder to all paths and hedging lines. 

 

All dates above are dependent on the climatic conditions of the particular year. 

 

* Margaret Pilkington, University of Sussex; ** David Bangs, The Land of the Brighton Line 2018, 

page 134 

 

Mowing Summary 

 

Mid  April→   Mid July →  Mid August →Mid October → Late October → December 

Cease               Resume      Cease                 Resume             Cease mowing    Last mowing 

mowing                               mowing                                      to allow fungi  

until orchids                        until orchids                                to fruit 

set seed                               set seed 


