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Dear Parishioners,

I hope this finds you well and that you have some opportunity to
enjoy the fine summer weather. The diary has been strangely shorn
of events in recent weeks and yet it has been amazing to see the
resilience and resourcefulness of people in our villages in
connecting socially. Distanced walks, Zoom meetings, friendly
phone calls, garden greetings and neighbourly kindness have been
much in evidence. 

At the parish churches, we are thankful that we have been able to resume 
physical services with careful precautions whilst continuing to provide online 
services for those who need to stay at home. We have especially been praying for
those who have found these months a very difficult time. This includes those who 
have faced heartache relating to work, health, isolation and bereavement. 

When we look at the picture-postcard surroundings which we are privileged to 
enjoy, it is easy to forget that there are still many people in our community for 
whom every day is a struggle. In this context, looking out for one another 
becomes even more important. 

Perhaps you have some extra time in the quieter month of August to get in touch 
with someone whom others may have overlooked? It can make the world of 
difference to them. As the hymn says;

‘Make me a channel of Your peace
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope
Where there is darkness, only light
And where there's sadness, ever joy

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul’.

Or as Janice Dean put it, ‘Kindness is spreading sunshine into other people’s 
lives, regardless of the weather.’

With warm greetings, 
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All Saints Church, Danehill with Chelwood Gate - August 2020
Sunday services have resumed at All Saints and Chelwood Gate, with those at All 
Saints also available online.  There is strict observance of social distancing and 
adherence to government and national church guidelines at all services in church.  
The website also provides other worship resources, including prayers, the weekly 
sermon and suggested Bible passages.
For more information, contact the Revd. Paddy MacBain on 01825 790269

Sunday 2nd August
8am
9.30am
11am

Traditional Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Traditional Morning Prayer (All Saints)
All Age Service (All Saints)

Sunday 9th August
9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Worship@4 (All Saints)

Sunday 16th August     
8am
9.30am
11am
4pm

Traditional Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Modern Morning Prayer (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Informal Prayer Service (online)

Sunday 23rd August
9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (All Saints)
Informal Communion (All Saints)
Worship@4 (All Saints)

Sunday 30th August
9.30am
11am
6pm

Traditional Morning Prayer (All Saints)
Informal Service (All Saints)
Evensong (Chelwood Gate)

Sunday 6th September
8am
9.30am
11am

Traditional Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Traditional Morning Prayer (All Saints)
All Age Service (All Saints)

The Archbishop of Canterbury has launched a 24-hour free 
phone line for Christian worship and prayer, aimed at those 
who have no or limited access to the internet. ‘Daily Hope’ 
brings worship and prayer into people’s homes while church 
buildings are closed because of the coronavirus. 

Churches open for private prayer
Danehill and Chelwood Gate churches are now open for private prayer on 
Tuesdays from 10am – 3pm.
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COVID-19 AND SELF-ISOLATION
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19, we will try to help by:

 Picking up shopping
 Posting mail
 Being a friendly voice at the end of the phone
 Providing technical tips so you can keep in touch online

If you are concerned just telephone or email and someone will be in touch.
Revd. Paddy Macbain – (01825) 790269
vicar@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk
Danehill Parish Council – (01342) 822404 

REMINDERS: 

 Coronavirus is contagious so please take every precaution to ensure you are only 
spreading kindness. 

 Avoid physical contact by keeping a distance in line with current guidelines. 
 Wash hands regularly and leave all items on doorsteps. 

By contacting us you are agreeing for your contact details to be shared for this purpose between 
volunteer groups in compliance with data protection regulations, but they will not be passed on to 
external groups or for other purposes. Any queries just contact Paddy Macbain or the Parish office. 

We are very grateful to everyone who has contributed articles and their time to make publication 
and distribution of this month’s issue possible. You can send your submissions for next month’s

magazine by Friday 21st August  to: parishmagazine@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk

This month’s editor – Emma Gilliam, 790803

For all queries regarding advertising and special run ‘flyers’, please email Stefan
Mercado: DHparishmag@mail.com

https://www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk/
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News from Danehill School

Our congratulations to James Waters, a resident of our parish who has
been appointed as Class Teacher for Badgers (7 to 9 year olds) at 
Danehill School from September. James has assisted tirelessly and 
creatively in different roles at the school. There was a time when he 
wore a badge at school saying ‘Assistant Pencil Sharpener’ which did 
not do justice to his abilities! We caught up with James to ask some 
questions. 

How did you decide to get into teaching?  
James: I volunteered to help with reading and enjoyed it. In time I wanted to get 
properly trained as a teacher.
What do you enjoy about teaching? 
James: The children can be really funny! They have a unique way of looking at the world. 
I love those light-bulb moments when they grow in understanding.
What are you looking forward to next term?  
James: I am looking forward to seeing the children find their voices and gaining in 
confidence.

Finally, a question for the Head Teacher, Lizzie Overton. 
What makes Danehill School special?  
Lizzie: ‘We do what the other schools do and get great results. But we have also 
developed habits of learning and Christian values - Curiosity, Collaboration, Imagination, 
Discipline and Persistence. These shape children to face whatever life throws at them, 
and to be resilient and creative in an ever-changing world.’ 

Our thanks go to all the teachers, TAs and support staff – also to the PTA, governors, 
parents and volunteers who have worked so hard to assist the children’s learning 
during the lockdown period. We hope that you all have a refreshing holiday.
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Back to Church – July 12th

After 15 weeks of lockdown it was with great joy that we were able to worship in 
church again. During lockdown our church has still flourished thanks to a great 
deal of hard work to put our services online.

At Danehill, the church did look rather different when we went in and to make sure
we were all two metres apart (unless we were a family) pews had had to be 
removed; all books and papers had been removed and services were put up on 
the screen for us to follow. We couldn’t sing but were able to hum our hymns and 
songs - our grateful thanks to David Usher and Simon Casciano who led us on 
both organ and piano. For those of us who attended the service it was wonderful 
to be together again. We were joined by other members of our congregations, 
thanks to the wonders of modern technology which streams services into homes. 
We will have to continue to worship in this way for some time to come.

Paddy, the church wardens and the PCC have put in a great deal of work to 
prepare the church and to ensure that all safety measures are in place every 
Sunday. A special mention for Charles Critchley who has given a huge amount of 
time to make it all possible.
Shelagh Gilliam

Church wardens Charles Critchley and Shelagh Gilliam with Paddy
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Giving to the Church

Although the Church buildings have been closed for much of lockdown, the Vicar 
and Church members continue to be very active! 

We have really branched out in our online provision: inspiring Church services, an
Alpha course, online homegroups, school assemblies, the parish magazine, and 
activities for children and young people. Offline, the Vicar and Church members 
have continued to phone and visit (within safe guidelines) those who are in need. 
We are planning ahead for when normal activities can resume such as the youth 
groups, Noah’s Ark parent and toddler group, weddings and other activities.

Along with other charities, the Churches have been affected by lockdown in that 
we have not been able to take the usual physical collections. This has led to a 
reduction to our regular income of around £1000 per month.

We are conscious that a number of people already support the work of the 
Churches through direct debit payments. May we take this opportunity to express 
our thanks for your generosity. Your giving enables us to have a full-time Vicar 
and to serve the community in many ways.

If you are a regular member who is not currently giving to the Church and would 
like to do so, there are a number of ways to do this;

1. By online payment to Danehill PCC, sort code 090155, account number 
03038601

2. By visiting our handy online giving page;  www.givey.com/danehillchurch

3. By joining the Parish Giving Scheme. For further details, please contact 
our Treasurer, Will Loveridge by ringing 01444 453 881 or by email at 
williamloveridge55@icloud.com 

Thank you for your support.

https://www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk/
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Ashdown WI

An important part of the WI work is the Associated Country Women of the World. At our 
monthly meeting we have “Pennies for Friendship”, although this has now become 'silver' 
pennies, to send to ACWW.

This money helps rural, non-urban women of the world to have a voice,
through support, education and sharing with other women in different countries. 

ACWW is encouraging us all to carry on with our de-cluttering and has provided us with 
some ideas:

 Foreign currency and old English currency – coins and notes
 Jewellery, costume jewellery – any condition (broken necklaces, odd beads, or 

single earrings)
 Watches – working or broken, with or without a strap
 Stamps – used/new, stamp albums/collections
 Postcards – new or written on
 Cameras and mobile phones – any age or type, working or broken
 Tablets, Kindles, iPods, Sat Navs, games consoles – working or broken

Please do share this information with family and friends, and get in touch with me if 
you’ve got items to pass on. 

Finally, let me share with you the results of one of my lockdown projects – Raymond the 
Tortoise.

Yvonne Smith    lone.pine@btinternet.com
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Story behind the song – ‘When the music fades’

Many of us have found it strange to be asked for health reasons not to sing in church 
services! Whether we are keener on modern songs, or hymns on the organ, singing plays 
a big role in worship together. We look forward to the time when we can sing as before. 
However, a silver lining is that this does give us a chance to reflect on what motivates us in
our public praise.

In the 1990s, the well-known worship composer Matt Redman wrote a song, “When the 
music fades”.  His home church in Watford seemed to be very popular, and its band was 
producing songs with a national and even worldwide impact.

Yet the church leaders felt that something was missing. They took the brave step of getting
rid of the sound system and the band for a while. They tried to strip other things away to 
get back to the heart of worship. Mike Pilavachi, the pastor, reminded the congregation that
they were not primarily consumers of worship but producers of worship. He asked the 
question: “When you come through the doors on a Sunday, what are you bringing as your 
offering to God?” 

After some time, when the church had prayed about these things, the band and the sound 
system were eventually re-introduced. Matt Redman wrote a new song to reflect on this 
experience.

‘When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth that will bless your heart… 
I’m coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all about You, Jesus.’

In a similar vein, this time of not singing can be a reminder to us that God is not so 
concerned about the vocal sound we produce as the heart of love and thankfulness which 
we bring. To quote an older hymn: “Not for the lip of praise alone, nor e’en the praising 
heart, I ask, but for a life made up of praise in every part.”

Singles Sunday Lunch Club

Hope you have all survived the lockdown and are beginning to venture out!  You may 
have been going out to exercise and calling on friends and neighbours for a chat, keeping 
that 2-metre distance.

We have been talking about getting together for a small picnic, a picnic where you bring 
your own chair and drink as well as food. People have offered their gardens, but the real 
problem is the parking and of course the weather!  Once we have found a venue with easy 
parking we hope to meet up around the middle of August, but as we cannot depend on the 
weather it will be a moveable feast.

Karen Day 790857              Mae Lewis 740679
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Chelwood Gate and Danehill Village Market
Dear friends and supporters 

It has been decided that as result of the uncertainty of what restrictions might 
be imposed, possibly with little notice, the September and November markets 
will not now take place.

It is hoped that we can start afresh in 2021, and we look forward to your 
continued support. 

Doreen Bowes-Crick bowescrick@hotmail.com

Although we have had to close our physical 
Repair Cafe, Chailey Repair Cafe’s talented 
volunteers have been hard at work offering repair 
advice online. We have now extended that to 

offer a limited “drop it on our doorstep” service.
The way that it normally works is that we put the job out to our volunteers and 
anyone close to you who is prepared to take it on agrees to do so. They then make contact 
with you and give you their address. You drop it on their doorstep, and they tell you when 
it’s fixed. You then collect it and we invite you to make a donation toward the Cafe... 
That’s all there is to it!!

You’ll also be surprised what resources we can find online to steer you towards to repair 
your own stuff (including where to find a copy of that missing owner's manual - and those
filters which you never got round to replacing!)

Since lockdown, we have given taken on more than 40 repairs, including a washing 
machine, Sony CD player, Kenwood Chef, an internet connection, a huge teddy bear and 
much more! 

It's pretty much what we usually do, but in a different way!  Please note that we only have 
limited resources right now, so we may have to say we can't take on some items - 
especially if they are large.

Please email us at chaileyrc@gmail.com with details of the make and model number of 
what is broken, preferably with a good quality photo or two, and we will see what we can 
do to offer you advice by email and if there is one of our volunteers who will agree to 
look at it.

Bryan McAlley, Founder & Coordinator, Chailey Repair Café
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Children’s Colouring Page

On the subject of Noah’s Ark, our thanks to the helpers at Noah’s Ark parent and 
toddler group for their hard work and care over the last year. Also congratulations 
to one of the helpers, Emily Ludgate and to her husband Alistair, on the birth of 
twins!  Katherine Joan and Rosemary Joy were born on 8th July.  
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Danehill Playground area – Information from the Parish Council
The playground area is now open for visitors, however please note it may need
to close at short notice if we are advised to and if there are issues with local 
outbreaks or issues with people not adhering to the following guidance. Whilst 
the threat from Covid-19 remains we would ask all visitors to note the 
following guidance:

Advice for users and parents 
 Children and parents must not interfere with closure measures where a 

playground remains closed. If it is closed, then this will be for a good 
reason. Do not endanger yourself by breaching closure measures. Wait 
until the playground has been opened.

 This is shared equipment and regularly checked, but you use it at your 
own risk and must take all necessary precautions to not cause harm to 
yourself or others using the park. 

 All children must be properly supervised at all times to ensure adherence
to rules and safe play. 

 Please maintain social distancing between households within the 
playground, according to the government’s latest advice. Current advice 
is distancing by 1 metre. 

 If the playground is too busy to ensure social distancing then please wait 
until it is safer to enter or whilst in the park wait to move to a different 
part of the play area to avoid coming into close contact with others. 

 Alternatively, if social distancing is not possible find another playground 
in which to play or avoid busy times. 

 Please clean equipment before and after use. 
 Wash your hands before entering the playground and after you have 

finished. Use hand sanitiser often during your visit. 
 Please do not visit if you or your household have any symptoms of Covid-

19; you should isolate according to government advice to keep others 
safe. 

 Please avoid touching faces and encourage children to avoid touching 
faces, and use face coverings when coming into contact with other 
households when possible to avoid transmission. 

 Do not consume food or drink within the fenced play area at any time. 
 You should not use the equipment and contact with other people if you 

are considered clinically or extremely clinically vulnerable or have family 
with vulnerable needs. 

 Remove all rubbish including PPE from the area and if there is 
insufficient space within the bin please take it home with you for 
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disposal. (Large picnics and takeaway boxes fill up the bins which are 
limited in size and are emptied weekly – excess rubbish is both a health 
hazard to humans and local wildlife). 

 Remember to wash hands when you return home. 
 Please keep this play area clean and safe for other visitors and to give us 

the best chance of keeping it open for everyone to enjoy. 
We hope you enjoy using the playground and thank you for helping to keep 
everyone safe by always following these simple instructions.  

THANK YOU, STAY SAFE & HAVE FUN!

Clerk to the Council, Emma Fulham clerk@danehill-pc.org
Tel: 01342 822404 

Danehill Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held online, Wednesday July 15th, 2020
Councillor vacancies 
Cllr Powell had written to provide his resignation. He was thanked for his efforts. 
Emma Gilliam was co-opted to the Council. 
Correspondence
Recycling centre complaints over excess depositing of material – Clerk to action advice to
residents on Facebook. More collections may be needed and the Clerk would review the 
service schedule with WDC. 
Cemetery update and any additional costs
The Clerk confirmed the current mapping status. The initial draft was completed and the 
Clerk needed to now research the on the ground reality and this was scheduled for the 
autumn. 
No further costs were required at this stage. 
Cllr Lewer reported on the quotes for replanting the slope – The matter was deferred 
until all the quotes were available for comparison.
Tree update and plan for 2020/21
Cllr Martin was appointed as the Council Tree warden. 
Recent emergency works had been completed on the common as previously reported 
and approved by email. 
The tenders for the bi-annual tree report were noted and the contract was awarded. This
report would be completed in the autumn and tree works highlighted would then go out 
to tender as per the specification from the report. 
Work to clear a fallen tree at the cemetery and clear Chelwood Common were noted – 
three quotes were compared, and work agreed.

To ratify delegated decisions since 13th May 2020 as follows: 
Planning – all ratified. 
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General - The Parish Council had had a split decision on the playground reopening prior 
to the meeting (3 each way plus 1 who did not respond in time but was then in favour.) It
was agreed to get consensus at the PC meeting. The Council discussed the matter in 
detail examining the risk assessment and insurers’ advice. The Clerk had provided 
detailed notices in preparation for reopening. After thorough discussion the Council 
voted unanimously to reopen the playground immediately with relevant notices in place.

Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas:
Multi-use track
Pavilion
Cemetery slope

Chelwood Gate Village Hall
In accordance with COVID-19 regulations the hall is now open and taking bookings for 
most events, providing social distancing is maintained and there is a limited number of 
people attending.
We are hoping to hold the Big Macmillan Coffee Morning 10.30am on September 26th. 
We are sure that we will see many exciting cakes entered in the competition

The Outreach Post Office is waiting for authorisation from Post Office Services and is 
expected to start “early autumn” and will be 11.30am to 1pm on Fridays.

The Community Library will coincide with the Post Office on the second Friday of the 
month and the Coffee Mornings the last Saturday.  I am sure you have all read the books 
you have and if you wish to change them please give us a call and arrange a time.
  

jean-wood44@hotmail.co.uk  or rockinrobin@cgate.plus.com 

Please keep well.

Jean Wood 01825 740562
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Danehill and Chelwood Gate Social Club
We have taken advantage of this enforced closure to do some redecorating, 
refurbishment and deep cleaning of the premises ready for reopening. This is still 
ongoing, and we anticipate opening again at the end of August. 

The Outreach Post Office at both Danehill and Chelwood Gate is waiting 
authorisation from Post Office Services for the start date it is expected “early autumn” 
and will be Fridays 1.30 to 3pm at the Social Club.
Social Club committee

Danehill Memorial Hall
Your committee are still working towards reopening The Memorial Hall on Tuesday 1st 
September. The outline plan is for a phased opening, catering for as many users as we can,
who fit within the quite strict guidelines that are dictated to us by the government via 
Wealden.
To start with, gentle pursuits and socialising within the now well-known limits, will be 
allowed. This has entailed the purchase of signs and cleansing equipment, to make the hall
use safer for all.

It is a great relief to be planning the new-found freedom of our hall, and as soon as we 
can, we will release the hall for full use. Once again, the Hall will be an attractive place 
for parties, wedding receptions, wakes and get togethers. 
Malcolm Burwood, Chairman DMH
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Your Parochial Church Council - 1… 

A Favourite Song – From Mae Lewis 

Like many people I have many favourite songs. I first heard, "From a Distance" as I was 
walking through the school hall while the choir was practising. The children were ages 7-
11 years and I thought, "What an impression this could have on their generation!"

If they made the words become reality… no need, disease, hunger or war... but 
instead...hope, harmony and love in every heart.
What a change they could make to the world! Perhaps on all of us?
God is watching us.

From a distance the world looks blue 
and green
And the snow-capped mountains white
From a distance the ocean meets the 
stream
And the eagle takes to flight

From a distance there is harmony
And it echoes through the land
It's the voice of hope
It's the voice of peace
It's the voice of every man

From a distance we all have enough
And no one is in need
And there are no guns, no bombs and no
disease
No hungry mouths to feed

From a distance we are instruments
Marching in a common band
Playing songs of hope
Playing songs of peace
They are the songs of every man

God is watching us
God is watching us .
God is watching us from a distance
From a distance you look like my friend

Even though we are at war
From a distance I just cannot 
comprehend
What all this fighting's for
From a distance there is harmony
And it echoes through the land
And it's the hope of hopes
It's the love of loves
It's the heart of every man

It's the hope of hopes It's the love of 
loves
This is the song for every man
God is watching us
God is watching us
God is watching us from a distance.
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Your Parochial Church Council - 2… 
Hello.  I am Will Loveridge and I returned to Danehill Church in 1996 after the death of 
my father. Jim Rex was Vicar at the time, a lovely man. I am a Danehill boy born and 
bred and lived in Danehill until moving to Haywards Heath in 1973. I went to Danehill 
Primary, remembering Ian Paton Hunter who was Vicar at the time, having been 
previously baptised by Pym Cornish in 1955!! After that I went to East Grinstead 
Grammar School were I left in 1973 and worked for American Express until I took early 
retirement last year having worked for them for 46 years in many various offices in 
Haywards Heath, Brighton and Burgess Hill.

I did a lot of travelling for Amex in Europe and the Middle East, particularly to Rome and
Bahrain having visited them both more than 100 times to conduct reviews and, in Bahrain,
to set-up and expand new Joint Venture Companies, also in Saudi Arabia, and implement 
new financial systems.

Having re-joined All Saints Church Danehill in 1996, I took over in about 2008 as 
Covenants Officer, now renamed Planned Giving Officer, and then joined the PCC in 
about 2016. I took over as Treasurer in 2019 and I am also Treasurer of St Francis Social 
and Sports Club in Haywards Heath which, along with some consultancy work for Amex, 
keeps me busy!

My favourite hymn is Guide me Oh thou Great Jehovah, - a really uplifting tune and 
words.
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Great Green Bush Cricket by Michael Blencowe 
The sound of silence

I’m a huge fan of sci-fi B-movies and they don’t come any better (or worse) than 1957’s Beginning 
of the End. It’s the usual story; overeager government scientists intent on increasing crop yield 
inadvertently create giant irradiated grasshoppers the size of doubler decker buses, which set 
about destroying Chicago. There are some similar creatures lurking around Sussex. OK, they’re not 
going to come stomping around Sompting any day soon but they’re still mighty impressive. 

The Great Green Bush Cricket can claim to be
Britain’s biggest insect. Yet this Godzilla of the
undergrowth is surprisingly hard to see. Its long,
leaf-like body blends in amongst the brambles
rendering it almost invisible. Bug eyes,
impressive jaws and twirling antennae give it
some monster movie credentials but there’s
nothing to fear from this harmless native. 

There are about 35 species of crickets and
grasshoppers (Orthoptera) in Britain. Crickets
differ from grasshoppers by having much longer,
thread-like antennae and they ‘sing’ by rubbing
their wings together (while grasshoppers rub
their legs against their wings). This song, or
stridulation, is the male’s way of romancing a female – who, if interested, will reply. The best 
chance of finding the Great Green Bush Cricket is to head out on a warm August evening and listen 
for their downland duets – a loud, incessant rattle. Imagine an enthusiastic maraca player.

I recently went for a walk through the flower-rich meadows of Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Southerham 
reserve. I was blown away by the wall of sound created by hundreds of crickets and grasshoppers 
but it became apparent that not everyone could hear this orthopteran orchestra. The sad truth is 
that as we get older our ears can’t tune in to the higher frequencies produced by these insects and 
species by species they fall silent. I have a compilation CD of the chirps and buzzes of Britain’s 
crickets and grasshoppers – a sort of ‘Now That’s What I Call Stridulation’. I played it this morning 
and track 24 had gone. It was there a few years ago but now… silence. I’ve started to lose my 
crickets. The beginning of the end. 

It isn’t just me who will be hearing less wildlife in the future. Our countryside is becoming quieter 
as crickets, bees and birds vanish. Wildflower meadows, the home to crickets and grasshoppers, 
have been lost and the wildlife that depends on them have silently disappeared. The ‘Silent Spring’ 
predicted by Rachel Carson in 1962 has seeped across every season. This August, get out and listen
to the sounds of summer before they fade.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make 
Sussex richer in wildlife.  www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 
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Round and About in the Parish…

In the heart of the Ashdown Forest, well away from roads, is the Chelwood Gate 
cricket green.   The Ashdown Forest Cricket Club started in 1864 when Mr 
Chatterton of Birch Grove Lodge applied for permission to make a pitch for his 
garden boys.  These garden boys would come to the country looking for work, 
some of whom were orphans.  Permission was granted and the boys began 
playing cricket.  The employer’s friends were invited and from these beginnings 
the Ashdown Forest Cricket Club grew.

A newspaper report from September 1877 notes “Merry Doings at Birch Grove” 
where Mr Chatterton gave his annual Harvest Home to the labourers and others 
employed on the estate and over 40 sat down to a ‘capital’ dinner consisting of 
roast and boiled beef and plum pudding etc supplied by Mr Meads of the Red 
Lion Inn.  They then adjourned to play cricket, which ended in a tie at 5 pm  The 
wives were treated to a tea in The Lodge.

In September 1885, eleven young gentleman chosen by Mr Hardy of Danehurst 
and eleven boys from Birch Grove played cricket on Mr Chatterton’s green and in 
July a cricket match was held  between Sheffield Park and Mr Chatteron’s Eleven 
when the  former won by 31 runs after a good game.  Mr Chatterton presided at 
the luncheon supported by Lord Sheffield.  Several matches were played during 
the 1914-18 war and the opponents were often recuperating soldiers from 
Chapelwood Manor.

The former Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Harold Macmillan was President of 
Ashdown Forest Cricket Club for around  40 years, and he was one of several 
distinguished personalities connected with the Club, which included Lord 
Ashdown [not Paddy Ashdown] created Baron Ashdown of Chelwood in 1975)   
and Tufton Beamish (Lord Chelwood) who were vice-presidents.

Harold Macmillan took a keen interest in the Ashdown Forest Cricket Club as the 
ground was on his doorstep but as far as is known there was not a team from the 
Birch Grove Estate whilst he lived there.  However, there were staff from Birch 
Grove who liked cricket.  Harold Macmillan had a personal batman - Bob Cooper, 
who was a typical ex-RAF man, (moustache etc).  He was very interested and 
observed all the line markings which the groundsmen were doing and 
complemented them on their work.  Unfortunately, he also had a lurcher dog 
which delighted in charging up and down making a mess of the white lines that 
they had carefully set out. 

Harold Macmillan made a voluntary subscription of 1 guinea (which was not a 
playing subscription) and this figure remained the same for many years until 
Dickie Elphick (who was the treasurer) hinted to him that it had been at that rate 
for many years, and reminded him that there had been inflation etc.  Harold 
Macmillan immediately increased his subscription to 5 guineas per year, and this 
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continued until his death. When the Club needed extra funds Harold Macmillan 
provided these, and on one occasion he paid for all the fencing to stop the rabbits 
getting in and damaging the pitch.   It is known that Harold Macmillan liked to 
have a link to the club and his name appeared on all the letter heading as 
President. 

The secretary in 1977 was Harry Elphick, known as ”Dickie” to his many friends, 
who had then been with the club 25 years in that office and 24 years as treasurer 
as well.  Dickie (below) played for Ashdown Forest until he was 59 and also 
umpired as well as performing countless other task.  In 1977 he was presented 
with a gold watch to mark his 25 years service as secretary.  

“The Forest” as it was affectionately 
known, was essentially a family club  with 
a long tradition of brothers playing in the 
side.  The Wood family had a lengthy 
association with the Club.  Ron and Jim 
Wood were both captains.  On one 
occasion the side had no fewer than 
seven Woods playing on the team - five 
from the same family.  This prompted talk 
of renaming the club the Chelwood 
Timber Company.

Alfred Baxter, who in 1977 was the oldest 
member at 85, still walked to watch Forest
play.  (He had been the publican at the 

Stone Quarry pub for 22 years and he was a keen sportsman).   

In this photo the players
were known by nicknames,
some of which were  Lord
Lucan, Ten Bellies,
Turnips,  Trigger, Dorrers,
Slash, Only One, Chicken,
Flag Knicker, Bill, Left
Hooke.  

In 1927 Dallyn Lucas of Streeters Rough, Chelwood Gate gave the club a new 
pavilion. Inevitably this  became dilapidated and by the 1990’s  it was decided that
a new pavilion was needed.  
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In about 1988 Sheikh Sultan Al-Qasami, ruler
of Sharajah, one of the seven States of the
United Arab Emirates became the new owner
of Wych Cross Place. and he very generously
provided funds of around £35,000 to enable a
new pavilion to be constructed. In view of his
donation he was asked to be the honoured
guest for the opening day and it fell to Roy
Emmerson to entertain him.  

The Sheikh was asked to bowl the first ball.   Roy told his team not to hit a 4 or 
anything like that, and if they got caught out, not to worry as it wouldn’t count 
against them.  

The Sheikh approached and threw the ball - it only went a few yards.  Never mind.
He approached again and threw another ball, this too only went a few yards. 
Never mind.   The third time he approached and threw the ball, same thing again, 
still Never mind.  But now Roy gave the instruction “run forward to meet the 
ball!!” to the next batsman, who did exactly that.  Everyone’s honour was intact. 

Whilst Roy was entertaining the Sheikh he asked Roy if there was anything else 
that was needed, and Roy, on the spur of the moment quickly said “well, we could
do with some electricity”.  The Sheikh said “go ahead, get it done, and I’ll pay for 
it.”

My thanks to Graeme  Baxter and to Roy Emmerson.

Jill Rolfe 740446
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Local Government News Update
Covid 19
The health situation in East Sussex
East Sussex continues to see a comparatively low number of cases of Covid-19. The latest
figures show a cumulative rate of 271 cases per 100,000 of population.
Total number of lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in East Sussex

Area No. of cases
      Rate per 100,000 
population

    

Eastbourne      393             381.0     
Hastings      127             136.8     
Lewes      361             351.4     
Rother      182             190.3     
Wealden      442             275.9     

     
East Sussex     1,505             271.4     
England      247,609             442.3     
Source: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk , 9 July 2020
 

Number of COVID-19 deaths recorded in hospitals at Sussex NHS Trusts
NHS Trust      No. of registered deaths
East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust                     90

Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust
                    18

Brighton & Sussex University Hospital Trust                     146
 

Source: NHS COVID-19 deaths in hospitals 

Next Steps
Work is now progressing on an East Sussex Local Outbreak Plan covering Care Homes,
Schools, Testing, Tracing, Vulnerable people and other related topics.

Wealden is publishing a Restart and Recovery Plan which aims to –

 Support  existing businesses  and create the right  conditions  for  businesses  to
reopen.

 Support employees now unemployed to find new jobs
 Ensure all Council services are fully operational as soon as possible.
 Review and update our emergency planning.
 Scope the future financial challenge.
 Try  to  embed  the  positive  changes  seen  in  recent  weeks  from  community

resilience and volunteering

In Wealden, £38m has now been paid out in Business Grants with an additional £1m from
the discretionary Grant scheme. The discretionary scheme still has funds available and
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applications can be made up to July 27th by small  businesses in shared units,  market
traders, bed and breakfast businesses who pay Council Tax, and Charity properties.
£ 14.7m of Business Rates Relief has been provided to 2,200 businesses.
Leisure Services will be opening soon.

In East Sussex:
 some libraries will be opening from July 13th.
 Wedding services at Registry Offices can go ahead
 There are about 11000 primary pupils in school and 1500 secondary pupils.
 Schools will all reopen in September, but there are still concerns about space

given social distancing.
 More services at Household Waste and Recycling Centres are being opened up.
 A lot of road maintenance is going ahead with work completed at the build out on

School Hill, Maresfield and work promised for Ruston Bridge Road, Fletching and
School Lane, Danehill.

All  this information is  up to  date on July  10th but  we are,  of  course,  in  a fast  moving
situation.

Roy Galley
cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
cllr.roy.galley@wealden.gov.uk
01825 713018
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Baking with Yeast

Last month we looked at baking with the new-fangled baking powder which 
makes cakes rise quickly as the cake bakes in the oven. But baking powder was 
only invented in 1843. Surely there must have been cake before 1843! 
Fortunately there is an alternative method to get a cake mixture to rise.  The 
alternative method is much older and slower. It is based on the chemistry of 
yeast. Yeast is still used today in cakes such as stollen, but it is used much more 
for breads and alcoholic drinks.

Wild yeasts are fungi found everywhere growing on on animals and plants 
especially the skins of fruits.  They can cause disease, but most are harmless and 
are nutritious. The best known yeasts are brewers yeast and bakers yeast.  Yeast 
has long been celebrated for its ability to change sugars into alcohol and carbon 
dioxide gas. The carbon dioxide gas makes bread dough rise and the poisonous 
alcohol is avidly consumed by drinkers all over the world.

So why does yeast produce carbon dioxide and alcohol?  It does so to survive. 
Just as we require glucose and oxygen to respire, yeast uses sugars and oxygen 
in a similar, but more primitive way. The end product is alcohol rather than 
water and carbon dioxide:

Sugar + oxygen → carbon dioxide gas + alcohol + energy

The energy released is used by the yeast to live. You may have wondered why 
wines are seldom more than 12% proof.

The answer is that the yeast is killed by its own excreta, the alcohol, as the 
concentrations rises.
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cells



Try this Out

Put a teaspoon of dried yeast and a teaspoon of sugar into a plastic bottle. Add 
warm water until about 2cms deep. Mix to dissolve the sugar.  Place a balloon 
over the bottletop and leave for half an hour. The balloon should magically 
inflate.

Chris Drewery 740298

Danehill & Chelwood Gate Societies and Charity Representatives
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Blackbirds can get quite drunk on the cider produced 
by yeasts in fermenting apples



Bible Reading Fellowship 
Barbara Beedle 740558
Warm Clothes for “Off The Fence” 
Jenny Virtue 740284
Ashdown Forest Cricket Club 
Graeme Baxter 07709 618748
Ashdown Stoolball Team 
Janine Spofforth 790954
Danehill C of E School, Secretary 790388
Danehill Church Brass Cleaning Jenny 
Virtue 740284, Flower Rota Diana Freeland
740329
Danehill Memorial Hall Sarah Norton 
791725
Chelwood Gate Village Hall Jean Wood 
740562
Danehill & Chelwood Gate Social Club 
Keith Usher 790484

Danehill Tower & Handbell Ringers

 Andrew Hough 740872
Horsted Keynes & Danehill British 
Legion 
Helen Kateley 791811
Isle of Thorns Bowls Club 
Barbara Bird 01342 323861
Neighbourhood Watch
Megan Holt-Thomas 740403
Noah’s Ark Parent & Toddler Group
Sally Alexander 790339
Parish Council (The Clerk) 
Emma Fulham 01342 822404
Parish Diary 
parishmagazine@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk
TNT and ICE Youth Clubs 
Steve and Meg Coppin 01342 822117

Church Officials

Vicar Paddy Macbain 790269
Reader Derek Heath 790696
Pastoral Co-ordinators Cedric Parrish 
740465
Churchwardens Shelagh Gilliam 790803
Charles Critchley 740095
Secretary PCC Angela Barraclough
Treasurer Will Loveridge 07764 894059
Parochial Church Council Members
Sally Alexander, Tony Blake, Shelagh 
Gilliam, Meg Coppin, Charles Critchley,
Chris Critchley, Sue Hicks, Ally Large, 
Will Loveridge, Cedric Parrish. Mae 
Lewis, Ian Barras-Hill
Youth Ministry (includes TNT and ICE)
Fabric Officer   Tony Blake 790536

Planned Giving Officer 
Will Loveridge 07764 894059
Electoral Roll Officer
Cedric Parrish 740465
Parish Safeguarding Officer Alistair 
Large 01444 891392
Organists David Usher 790759, Barbara 
Beedle 740558, Katren Bishop
Verger Jennie Marten 790396
Tower Captain Andrew Hough 740872
Transport to Church  Jane Leuchars 
740273
Magazine Distributors Charles Critchley 
740546, Anne Hoeglund 790470
Magazine Advertising: Stefan Mercado 
Email: DHparishmag@mail.com

All Saints Church, Church Lane, Danehill, RH17 7EY 

Chelwood Gate Church, Beaconsfield Road, Chelwood Gate,  RH17 7LF
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