
Dear Parishioners,

While care is still needed, it’s good to know that life is
starting to feel freer for many people. For example,
Noah’s Ark parent and toddler group and the youth
groups will be re-starting after the Easter holidays.
Also, morning services have resumed at our parish
churches and we are excited about celebrating
Easter! Booking is open for Easter Sunday morning
services via the church website or by ringing (01825)
790803.

On the subject of freedom, I love this poem called
‘The Promise of the Empty Tomb’ by Claire Axford.
Have a happy Easter!

With warm greetings,

The promise of the empty tomb
Rips the rug from under your feet,
And says hold on tight,
We're going for a ride
Into the deep unknown.

The promise of the empty tomb
Says the story doesn't end the way
You think it will.
Yes, your future is set in stone,
But I carved it and it's beautiful.

The promise of the empty tomb
Says you are worth so much more
Than you think you are.
You are to die for, and I did.

The promise of the empty tomb
Drives nails through darkness
And says trust me,
I have a plan, and it is good.

The promise of the empty tomb
Rolls back the stone, dances on death
And says why are you crying,
Don't you know me?



All Saints Church, Danehill with Chelwood Gate
April 2021

Services will be held in both churches during May and online as well at
www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk, with the streamed recordings available on the
website for several days afterwards. Please note that strict social distancing will
con�nue to be maintained at all �mes and booking will be required for main
services on Easter Day. Details on the website or from the Vicar (790269).

Thursday 1st April
6pm

Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)

Friday 2nd April
11am

Good Friday
Easter Medita�on (Danehill)

Sunday 4th April
8am
930am
11am
4pm

Easter
Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Holy Communion (Danehill – booking required)
All Age Communion (Danehill – booking required)
Informal Praise (Chelwood Gate)

Special collec�ons over Easter for Parish Mission Development

Sunday 11th April
9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (Danehill)
Informal Service (Danehill)
Worship@4 (Danehill)

Sunday 18th April
8am
9.30am
11am
4pm

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Modern Morning Prayer (Danehill)
Informal Service (Danehill)
Informal Prayer Service (Chelwood Gate)

Sunday 25th April
9.30am
11am
4pm

Holy Communion (Danehill)
Informal Service (Danehill)
Worship@4 (online)

Sunday 2nd May
8am
930am
11am

Tradi�onal Holy Communion (Chelwood Gate)
Tradi�onal Morning Prayer (Danehill)
All Age Service (Danehill)



Special Easter Services at Danehill with Chelwood Gate

Thursday 1st April: Maundy Thursday

6pm Communion service at Chelwood Gate

Friday 2nd April: Good Friday

11am Good Friday Meditation at All Saints, Danehill
A service of prayers, extended readings and reflective
worship

Sunday 4th April: Easter Sunday

8am Holy Communion, Chelwood Gate
9:30am Traditional Communion, All Saints (please book)
11am All Age Communion, All Saints (please book*)

Followed by Easter Egg hunt outside
4pm Informal Praise, Chelwood Gate

Sunday 11th April: First After Easter

9.30 and 11am services at All Saints
4pm Worship@4 at All Saints

* Please book your place at the 9.30am or 11am service on
Easter Sunday by 1st April, by ringing (01825) 790803 or by visiting
www.allsaintsdanehill.org.uk

Have a very happy Easter!



A Churchwarden’s Reflection on the Pandemic.
Paddy has asked me to write about my feelings during the pandemic lockdown.

At the beginning of March, last year, I was in the Arctic circle where I saw the
Northern Lights, met some Sami people with their reindeer, went to a concert in
the Arctic cathedral and visited an ice hotel. Covid was in the back of my mind
but not really real. That all changed on March 23rd when the Prime Minister
announced that we were in lockdown only days after my return.

So started a very strange and sometimes frightening way of life. We couldn’t
see friends, go to the pub, or worse of all for many of us go to church. Charles
was faced with having to clear the church of any paper and the building had to
be locked all the time. Modern technology came to the rescue and we were able
to worship via the internet. Initially I felt angry, but as the days grew longer and
warmer I came to terms with it and came to think that maybe this was God’s
way of telling us to stop leading selfish lives and protect his beautiful world.

In July we were able to go to church again, for me it was one of the best days of
my life, to be able to worship in church again and to be with friends was
marvellous and there was a great feeling of joy inside the church and outside
when we were able to chat after the services. So life continued we seemed to
be able to live with the restrictions.

Then came Christmas usually a time to be with family and friends; not 2020.
During the time since Paddy came we have worked very hard to make the
service of Nine Lessons and Carols a very special event. Christmas was
special thanks to the very hard work put in by Steve, Meg and David. The Nine
Lessons and Carols were put together on line and it was beautiful. A friend of
mine watched it in her home in Grimsby and phoned me to say “ Well done
Danehill”

Christmas was special in a different way, it was not over commercialised. I feel
that the true message of the Nativity came across.

As I write this we are beginning to come out of lockdown and I keep thinking of
the hymn “ God is working his purpose out “ and think how true that has been
during the past year. Let’s hope that it won’t be long before we can truly
appreciate our wonderful world and take care of it.

Shelagh Gilliam, Churchwarden.

Editor’s note: thank you for sharing your thoughts with us Shelagh. If there are
other readers who would like to write about their journey through 2020 we
should be keen to publish..



Ashdown Weekend
Does anyone have any interesting photographs of the
Ashdown Weekend events over the years? If you have

and are willing to share them, Jill Rolfe would be
interested in hearing from you on 740446

Good Neighbour
Service

Emergencies,
Prescriptions, Lift to

Surgery

Rob 791664 or Shelagh 790803

Air Pollution

You may be interested in putting
your postcode into this national
database produced by Imperial

College.

https://addresspollution.org/

Alpha Online
WHAT’S ALPHA ALL ABOUT? Alpha is a course where
people can explore life’s big questions whilst learning
more about Christianity, themselves and the group around
them. It was developed by Nicky Gumbel, a vicar from
London and is supported by many different Christian
traditions. It has been enjoyed by people of all ages and backgrounds, with
good friendships often resulting from the shared experience.

HOW DO I FIND OUT MORE? If you would like to join an online course,
please speak to Paddy and Gabriela on (01825) 790269 or ring Charles on
740095. You can also drop us a line at alpha@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk
If you would just like to watch episode one, you can click the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBMMD5C0k-s
We would be happy to chat about any comments or questions which arise.
Happy viewing!



Lockdown Pursuits
Wreath Making – That which is wound around

With associa�ons of commemoration, mourning and celebra�on, wreaths
aren’t just for Christmas. As far back as the Greek, Roman and Persian empires,
greenery and fabric was woven into circles and worn as headdresses to
represent rank, achievement or success. Harvest wreaths have been used in
Europe since ancient �mes to be hung for protec�on against crop failure.

Certainly, the wreath is full of
symbolism; the cycle of the
seasons, death and rebirth,
strength, and eternal life –
par�cularly notable when made of
evergreen in the winter months.
Today we see wreaths during
Advent and Christmas, at funerals,
and woven with poppies for
remembrance. Beau�ful and
varied in their design, wreaths also
make wonderful décor for the
home all year round. Burlap Wreath

Due to the variety of designs, there are seemingly endless ways to cra� your
own wreath. Frames can be purchased in various styles, from natural material
such as willow and straw through to wire, polystyrene and cardboard. For the
wreath itself, it’s up to you! Eco-friendly fresh foliage brings a sense of life
along with the scents of the season. Fabric or ribbon based wreaths can
provide a fun burst of colour or refined elegance.

Wire Wreath Frame

I stumbled across burlap wreaths when
looking for fabric based styles that were
simple to cra� at home. The burlap bubble
wreath has a rus�c charm, even
undecorated, and doesn’t rely on excessive
wire or gluing; I was able to weave the
burlap through the wire wreath frame whilst
si�ing on the sofa.



First, the end of the burlap ribbon is
a�ached to the first segment of the wire
frame using a knot or wire. Next, push some
ribbon though the innermost ring of the
frame to make an arch about four fingers
high. Make two more arches in the middle
and outer ring, then twist the fabric to
secure it. Con�nue with another loop of
fabric, again in the inner ring, working
outwards and twis�ng a�er each set of
three. Scrunch the loops up to make room as
you work your way around the wreath
frame, before securing the final loop with
wire or by simply tucking in the end.

Once the basic wreath is complete, decora�ons can be wired in or glued to the
fabric; I like to use a hot glue gun for chunkier ornaments, while ar�ficial
flowers can be pushed through the frame and secured with wire or more glue.

Burlap wreaths can be used outside, though
the decora�ons may be weather dependent,
so keep this in mind. Either way, they look
lovely displayed inside the house too! So,
with Easter on the way and the spring flowers
peeping through, why not try bringing some
extra colour to your doorstep?

Materials for a burlap
wreath:

� Wire Wreath Frame
(30.5cm)

� Burlap Ribbon
(8cm wide, 10m long)

� Florists Wire
� Decora�ons

(e.g. ar�ficial flowers,
ornaments etc.)

� Hot glue gun for
decora�ons

By EmmaMar�n - Editor
Easter Themed Wreath



ROUND AND ABOUT IN THE PARISH……

This article concerns shops which used to be in the villages of Chelwood
Gate and Danehill and there follows a tale as told to me by the late Ron
Wenham.

“We had many jobs to do and errands to run as children. Our lighting in the
cottage was from an oil lamp hanging from the ceiling; no electricity in the
late twenties in our village. Our living room door opened to the outside, and
many times it was opened and the wind would cause the flame to flare up
and, bang, another breakage. The next day someone would have to go to a
little shop about half a mile away to get a new one. There was usually a
snag as there were two types, round and oval, and too often the shop had
the wrong one.

Another of my childhood duties was to take the
accumulator to the village shop to exchange for a fully
charged one. For anyone not knowing what an
‘accumulator’ was, I will enlighten you. It was part of
the necessary equipment to run your wireless (better
known now as a radio). For the wireless you needed
a large battery, a smaller one known as the Grid Bias,
and the accumulator. Then you could tune into such
stations as Radio Luxembourg, Radio Normandy 2Lo,
Daventry to name a few.

One occasion that will remain in my memory forever
was being sent to our local village shop to do the

exchange. Dad wanted to listen to the boxing that evening, so off I went on
the two mile trip there and back. Arriving at the shop exhausted, I stood at
the counter (which seemed six foot tall) to be confronted by Mrs Gardiner
standing there with a fag dangling from her mouth with two inches of ash on
the end of it.

I asked “Please could I exchange the accumulator?” She glared at me and
said in a very loud voice. “Don’t you know it’s Wednesday? It’s more than
my jobs worth to serve you today.” How was I to know it was against the law
to exchange accumulators on a Wednesday? I had to walk all the way
home with the old one, and face the music. I don’t remember the outcome
but I expect mum was in trouble.

Ron lived at Holly Cottage, Box’s Lane. He was youngest of four, and Ron
told me they were very poor, as were many working class of that time and
they lived in a rented cottage. His father worked for the Council and his
wages were thirty shillings a week. The shop was in the centre of Danehill
and therefore carrying an accumulator was tiring. The cycle shop/hardware
shop at Chelwood Gate, run by Bill Marten sold the lamp filaments as
described by Ron. The photo on the next page is of Bill’s wife outside the
shop.

Sketch from Ron’s
book



If you lived in
Horsted Keynes,
the accumulators
were taken to the
garage by Crown
for recharging. If
you lived at Birch
Grove then Mr
Dovey at his shop
charged up the
accumulators. His
original shop
(which was also a
post office) was at
Birch Grove Green,
and later took on
the shop known as

The Keys further up the road towards Chelwood Gate.

When Peter Richardson lived at Fletching he recalled a Miss Trickie who
brought round accumulators to the cottages in a van. Peter thought it was
‘Shorts’ from Newick. They charged 6d per accumulator per week. However
instead of having a properly organised van, the dud accumulators
would be put on one side and the live ones on the other side. Quite
often they would get a dud one which had not been re-charged. His
dad would switch the radio on and there would be nothing. Peter
then had to get on his bike and cycle over to Newick to get a
replacement.

My thanks to Mrs Peggy Barnard, Mervyn Marten, Mr Mildenhall,
Peter Richardson, and the late Ron Wenham.

Jill Rolfe 740446

Photo of Danehill shop as ladies march past on Remembrance Day.



Danehill & Chelwood Gate Parish Report on Dawn Chorus Bird-
Song March 2021

Even if you are not an early riser why not make an excep�on this April and get up early,
open your bedroom window and listen to the dawn chorus of bird-song .This will be in
full swing well before 6.00 am during this month. The �ming of the peak of the day’s
dawn chorus is light-dependent so as Spring progresses through May so bird-song will
commence progressively earlier in our village gardens, hedgerows and copses.

Why is bird-song at its peak early in the morning in Spring? Many species of birds,
especially songbirds, begin to sing before sunrise because at that �me of day the sun
has not heated up the air. Colder air allows bird-song to carry further and so songbirds
expend less energy to create maximum sound. Because it is not yet sunrise there is not
sufficient light to start feeding so songbirds occupy this early �me of day in singing. But
why sing at all since singing expends valuable energy.? Well - birds do not sing in order
to entertain humans -although most of us enjoy hearing it and life would be emp�er
without bird-song. Birds sing for just two reasons: - firstly to demarcate their territories
and secondly to a�ract a mate for breeding.

In most species, but not all, it is the male birds which
sing. The first purpose of bird-song, that of defending a
territory, is why some of our resident bird species sing
during the winter such as Song thrush and Robin. In the
case of Robin their garden feeding territories are
rela�vely small and this may be why female Robins sing
too: in order pugnaciously to protect their food sources

to survive to breed later. Both sexes of Dunnock
(right) sing and since they also defend rela�vely
small territories in gardens they probably do so for
the same reason. The second reason why birds sing
is to a�ract a mate, and usually it is the male who
does this from his secured territory. Dominant
males of many species, who have chosen the prime
feeding and nes�ng territories, will use their
repertoire of song to a�ract a female. Those males with the most complex songs will
be the most desirable mates, because it is thought, both the cumula�ve past energy
expended in having managed to learn a more complex variety of notes and the current
energy expended in con�nually “pouring it out” in singing is an indica�on to a female
of the male’s health & breeding vigour. It has been demonstrated that male Chaffinches



whose song ends with a more
elaborate flourish than normal is
more likely to “get the gal “.

Birds of course also call as well as
sing. Research shows that calling is
ins�nc�ve for any given species,
inherited from genera�on to
genera�on. In contrast song has to be
learnt by each individual. Each young
bird tries to mimic the adults around
it. The bird’s repertoire then develops

to a point where it crystallises in the bird’s memory for the rest of its life. If the song
has been learned poorly or with flaws then a
poten�al female partner may “turn her beak
up “at him and not mate with that individual
on the basis he may have other deficiencies.
One of the few species that has the capacity
to con�nue to learn new songs, augmen�ng
its repertoire through life to mimic new
noises both avian and otherwise is the
Starling.

Why not open a bedroom window in April before dawn and listen to see what
different bird-songs you can dis�nguish in the dawn chorus . I heard the following in
my garden in Chelwood Gate on 14 March 2021 (sunrise was 06:17): -
05:27 ROBIN & TAWNY OWL
05:35 PHEASANT, WOODPIGEON, BLACKBIRD, SONG THRUSH
05:45 : Sue Poole, talking in the garden to our Black Labrador “ Poppy “
05:46 GREAT TIT, CARRION CROW
05:55 CHAFFINCH (call only), GREENFINCH
06:08 WREN, DUNNOCK

Happy listening !

CLIVE POOLE …….14 March 2021



Ashdown WI
How lovely to see the bright yellow daffodils along the verges,
a cheerful sight.

'The yellow daffodil is the most popular of all the daffodils. It is
the trumpet that announces spring. The yellow daffodil is the
one that blooms right a�er winter. It is a symbol of strength,
overcoming obstacles and the arrival of success and wealth.'

I am not sure if I have read this story before, have you?

‘Simnel cakes are made at Easter. A man and his wife, Sim and Nell, mixed a cake
the then argued about whether to boil or to bake it. Finally they agreed to boil it
first and a�erwards to bake it. It turned out so well that they called it Simnel cake!'

Ashdown WI will start mee�ng on Jubilee Green a�er Easter. The first get together
will be on Tuesday May 4th between 12:30 and 2:00pm. depending on the weather,
and then every Tuesday therea�er. Come along and join us for five minutes or half
an hour, bring a friend along and chat. Bring a chair, your coffee, picnic lunch or just
yourself. We would love to see you.

Yvonne Smith

Single Sunday Lunch Club
At the moment nothing is certain in our lives, so I am proposing that we look on the
posi�ves. We are told that we shall all receive our second jabs before the twelve
week deadline. We may wish to meet in groups of six some�me in May but it will be
each individuals personal choice. Some may wish to wait un�l June and meet in a
larger group.

In the past I met with a group of twelve old friends regularly every other month.
Last year several of our group celebrated their eigh�eth birthdays and we had
planned an extra special meal. Of course that had to be cancelled and we have just
arranged our first meal together in June this year but not on a Sunday as we felt
that places may be busier at weekends.

So consider these op�ons and Karen or I shall be contac�ng you some�me a�er
Easter to find out your personal choices.

REMEMBER NO PLANS ARE CERTAIN!

Karen Day 790857, Mae Lewis 740679



Children’s & Families Work Update
It is wonderful that children have been able to be back in school and I have been
pleased to visit Danehill School for assemblies.

Now with more details available on the government guidance for groups
opera�ng, it is good to be able to see things star�ng again in Danehill &
Chelwood Gate, please see details below.

If you have any queries, do get in contact.

Meg Coppin
All Saints Children’s (& Families) Worker
0781 5511142 / children@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk
www.allsaintsdanehill.org,.uk

Restart is Mon 19 April,

due to restr ict ions,

please book a place

w ith Meg

runs during t he
11am Sunday services

All Saint’s 11am Sunday Service & Children:
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Next Magazine
Many thanks to all contributors to this issue. The deadline for the next issue is

Tuesday 20 April . A mail box is installed on the fence outside Marten Co�age, Coach and
Horses Lane, Danehill where copy can be le� at any �me. Electronic copy can be sent to:
parishmagazine@allsaintsdanehill.org.uk . If the a�achment is in Microso� Word, it is

helpful if the format is an A5 document with 1 cm margins and point size 11.

Emma Mar�n, Chris Drewery 740298

For all queries regarding adver�sements, adver�sing and special run “Flyers”,
please email Stefan Mercado: DHparishMag@mail.com

Saturday 24th April at 7.30pm.

Streaming Live On YouTube
Our opening two, online concerts in February and March were very well
received so in April we invite you to hear and view the award winning

international pianist Dinara Klinton who will play Liszt’s Etudes (a
BBC Music Magazine Recording of the Month) and works by

Beethoven. “ Amazing naturalness and complete union with the
instrument , combined with virtuosity of the highest calibre”, Nicolay

Lugansk.

Visit our website at www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk and book
a household ticket for just £10 via Eventbrite.

Next Concert: 22nd May. THE AURORA TRIO (Flute, harp and viola)
For further information, telephone 01444-456227, or visit:

www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk



Light At The End Of The Tunnel??

It’s s�ll early days, but we are hopeful that by the �me we get to Easter we will
finally be able to announce our plans for reopening – watch this space…!!

Meanwhile our talented volunteers have now taken on over 300 “drop off”
repairs in their homes and your generous dona�ons have enabled us to kit out
our new base at St Peter’s Church, Chailey ready for when we can finally open
again. It will be good to see you!

Meanwhile, keep bring us your repairs! The way it works is that we put your
repair enquiry out to our volunteers and anyone who is prepared to take it on
agrees to do so. They then make contact with you and give you their address.
You drop it on their doorstop and they tell you when it’s fixed. You then collect
it, paying for any parts required, and we invite you to make a dona�on toward
the Cafe... That’s all there is to it!!

Please note that we cannot visit you at home, and the volunteer who takes on
your repair might not be just down the road from you – but with a bit of luck
they won’t be too far away.

And – do try to say a bit more than “my toaster is broken”! Help us to help you
by taking the �me to tell us the make and model number of the item, exactly
what has gone wrong, send us a good quality photo or two, and we will see what
we can do. Sorry, but only one repair at a �me please, as we are seriously busy
right now!

Contact us at chaileyrc@gmail.com

Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Café team



My Back Pages by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife
Trust
I love old natural history books. It's not just the informa�on they contain. I love
the smell, I love the binding. For the past twelve months I’ve avoided Covid
anxie�es by burying my head in old books, scien�fic papers and traveller’s
journals. I’ve been researching a book of my own, an account of my travels in
search of what remains of the world’s iconic ex�nct animals. A journey which
took me from the dark forests of New Zealand to the ferries of Finland and finally
to an inflatable crocodile floa�ng on Widewater Lagoon in Shoreham.

A�er spending long lockdown nights
wri�ng at my computer it was
somewhat surreal to receive an
advance copy of my book in the post
this morning and to run my hands
over its embossed cover. I finally filed
it on my bookcase where it rubbed
shoulders, and spines, with On The
Origin of Species by Charles Darwin
and Animal Magic by Johnny Morris. Books© Charlo�e Owen Sussex Wildlife Trust

My bookshelves sag with old natural history books. Just holding these tomes
transports me to another �me. Tucked away inside my ba�ered (but beloved)
copy of The Bu�erflies of Eastbourne (1928) by Robert Adkin is a map, which I
always unfold eagerly as if I've discovered the concealed direc�ons to some long-
lost buried treasure. Indeed, in the book Adkin describes bounteous bu�erfly
riches which could be found in the woodlands and downland coombes between
Lewes and Eastbourne. You can almost hear Rudyard Kipling whisper of
"something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and wai�ng for you. Go!" At the �me,
many young explorers answered the call and Adkin claimed that "almost daily
during the summer, one meets small armies of schoolboys each armed with a
bu�erfly net."

Perhaps Adkin's eager Eastbourne entomologist army had been inspired by
another of my favourite books. The Outdoor World (1900) by William Furneaux
aimed to distract children from “vic�mising their schoolmates” and give them "a
taste for something be�er." Back in 1900, it seems pinning bu�erflies and
collec�ng birds' eggs fell into the “something be�er” category.
Furneaux encouraged young naturalists



to make “killing bo�les” in which they
could dispatch bu�erflies, and
instructed children to ask the local
chemist for some cyanide. The chemist
will, Furneaux assures you, sell you
cyanide if "he is sa�sfied with your
inten�ons." Although it all sounds
rather macabre now, this popular book
went on to inspire a genera�on of
young naturalists (and probably one or
two aspiring Dr Crippens).

Common Blue Bu�erfly© Emma Varley
Sussex Wildlife Trust

Back on my bookshelf, I look at my book and wonder if — in 100 years from now
— my own story will seem as distant and ridiculous as a world where schoolboys
wielded bu�erfly nets and 10-year-olds could pop to the chemist to buy deadly
poison.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked
with local people for over half a century to
make Sussex richer in wildlife.

Danehill Parish
Historical Society

While most society activity is still curtailed the website is expanding. This
month we have launched a new Natural History section. Here you will
find details of 10 rare or very rare species that spend time in this parish,
what to look out for in the Danehill Parish bird world at this time of year
and the best places to find Spring wild flowers within our boundaries. If
this were not enough you will also find a Jill Rolfe article which gives
some idea of how hard work would have been at Freshfield Lane
Brickworks.

www.danehillhistory.org
www.danehillhistory.org

https://www.danehillhistory.org/


Local Update - March 2021
Tackling the Climate Emergency inWealden

It is �mely to update everyone on local progress with the Climate Change
agenda. Whilst a lot of Council focus has been on the impacts of Covid, business
as usual has con�nued. Wealden District Council declared a Climate Emergency
in July 2019 and we published our first Climate Emergency Plan in December
2019, se�ing out our net-zero ambitions for the Council and the District.

However, we can’t begin to set ourselves
meaningful targets or measure progress un�l we
be�er understand where we are star�ng. We
therefore began by analysing our own greenhouse
gas emissions, as well as that of the wider District,
and crea�ng baselines for both. We also modelled
the poten�al impact on future emissions of a range
of policy and technological developments.
Ul�mately, this has enabled us to iden�fy the key
interven�on measures and steps needed to achieve
the decarbonisa�on target.

It is perhaps easiest to start where we have the most control – our own assets.
Almost all of our corporate and re�rement living buildings are now powered by
renewable energy sources. Solar PV panels are installed at 10 of our re�rement
living schemes and the Council offices, while air source heat pumps have been
installed in our general needs proper�es. Our main office building has been
completely redeveloped to incorporate (amongst other things) passive
ven�la�on, solar shading, solar PV and air source hea�ng, achieving a BREEAM*
ra�ng of ‘excellent’.

We also have some 3000 Council homes, for which we are developing carbon
reduc�on plans. We are exploring alternative hea�ng op�ons for our off-gas
homes, and hydrogen ready and hybrid systems for others. We know that there
will not be one single solu�on for gas replacement, so we are inves�ga�ng a
range of alterna�ves.

We only have a small vehicle fleet, which we have started to replace with electric
vehicles, and we are working with our waste contractor to plan how to
decarbonise our waste collec�on service. Planning permission was perhaps the
biggest impact that we can have on emissions, however, is through our ability to
influence and facilitate change locally and na�onally.



We know that emissions across our District have reduced by over 32% since
2005, but we know this is not enough. As an area, our main challenges are
emissions from transport (which equate to 47% of all emissions) and domestic
gas and electricity consump�on.
One of our current priori�es is to install electric vehicle charge points into our
car parks throughout the District, to increase the availability of public
infrastructure and s�mulate the switch to electric vehicles.

Planning permission was recently given for a multi EV charging point and solar
farm near Copwood roundabout , Uckfield. This has understandably caused a lot
of concern locally but it will give us a head start with EV Charging infrastructure.
Through the planning process, we have so far also granted permissions for one
wind farm and nine solar farms, and we have recently delivered a solar PV and
ba�ery storage group-buying scheme for residents and businesses. Collec�vely,
we are already producing enough renewable electricity in the District to power
around 40% of all our housing.

We are planning the wholesale regenera�on of our largest market Town and a
whole range of low carbon and ecological features are being incorporated,
including low carbon building design, the co-loca�on of technology (such as solar
PV, ba�ery storage and EV charge points), and a district heat network. However,
we know we cannot achieve our net-zero ambitions alone; we all need to get
involved. Therefore, we are engaging with our local communi�es, to share
informa�on and exchange ideas, including recently through a virtual Climate Day
for Town and Parish councils.

Our residents are ac�ve and engaged. We have a 51% recycling rate in the
District and we are commi�ed to increasing this further through campaigns and
educa�on. Of the 49% that is not recycled, 48% goes to a local incinerator, the
energy from which is fed into the Na�onal Grid.

Some of the ini�a�ves we are suppor�ng include:

� The Solar Together project to enable the uptake of Solar PV and ba�ery
storage by property owners (more than 1000 have registered so far).

� A project to accelerate the uptake of renewable technology in an
industrial estate.

� The Riding Sunbeams project, which will allow a community-owned solar
farm to generate power for railway lines.

� Awareness campaigns to encourage take up of the Green Homes Grant
scheme.



� A community project to help residents understand the benefits of
switching from oil fired to renewable hea�ng systems

� The Great Bri�sh Spring Clean campaign, which has extensive
community involvement, with over 40 groups regularly taking part and
many carrying on li�er picking throughout the year.

Of course, the thinking behind the Climate emergency must be embedded in all
our future planning, and climate change is one of the key considera�ons shaping
our new Local Plan

*Assessment and Cer�fica�on of Buiding Sustainability by the Building Research
Establishment.
Roy Galley cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk

cllr.roy.galley@wealden.gov.uk
01825 713018

Peter Roundell cllr.peter.roundell@wealden.gov.uk
01825 722030

Toby Illingworth cllr.toby.illingworth@wealden.gov.uk
01823 732115

ASHDOWN CAFÉ
It seems a long �me since we were able to write anything about the café. At last
something can be said. We are very hopeful that we will be able to run the café
on FRIDAY JULY 9TH. So get out your diaries & put it in, in very large le�ers. The
commi�ee are looking forward to seeing everyone again enjoying coffee, tea,
homemade cakes & biscuits & a good chat catching up on all the news.

Shelagh Gilliam

Fletching Concert 26th June 7.30pm

The organ concert at Fletching Church in aid of Family Support Work, originally
planned for April last year and postponed due to lockdown, has now been
rescheduled for 26th June at 7.30pm. Peter Basse� will present a programme of
19th century music, illustra�ng the con�nental influences on the English organ
through music of the most popular composers of the �me. Look out for further
details next month.



DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL Mee�ng held on Wednesday 10th March 2021 held
virtually via Zoom. 7:30pm

James Adler the new CEO for the Ashdown Forest gave a summary on land management
challenges, financial planning, and strategic planning for the future. He thanked Danehill
Parish Council for their past support. Lockdown and domes�c tourism had created an
increase in the visitor numbers, he noted the creaking infrastructure of the exisi�ng
carparks. Whilst he did not envisage an increase in parking areas there might be some
improvements made in terms of loca�ons, accessiblity and no�ceboards. He also
touched on the topic of the coffee huts which had received favourable and unfavourable
correspondence. He also responded to a staffing query and outlined the current
restructure consulta�on the Conservators were currently undertaking. He also
confirmed the deficit in the next financial year and the challenges of the finances.

Cllr Galley reported: Elec�ons on 6th May have been confirmed for county councillors
and the police commissioner. He would not be canvassing in the current climate. He
reported on li�er and fly �pping issues. There were no further ques�ons.

Correspondence.
The list had been circulated prior to the mee�ng. The Chair highlighted the Mul� Use
Games Area and the war memorial updates following the last mee�ng. The Clerk
expanded on correspondence on the Bridge protocol and grant policy. Correspondence
on the Isle of Thorns right of way was noted and the Clerk was instructed to respond
with the Council posi�on.

To consider and approve budget 2021/22.
The Council approved the budget unanimously as revised since the finance mee�ng.
The Council agreed the overall budget subject to final agreements on the pavilion and
the tree works later in the mee�ng.

To consider installa�on of a further path and other related expenditure on the
pavilion.
The Council agreed to change the spec on the further path quote to link up and replace
the current unmade path. The conifers would need to be cut back to enable the path
so further advice would be sought on the conifers and the longer path. The floor quote
was noted further quotes were due.
These two items were deferred un�l a further mee�ng an approximate amount was
included in the budget for 2021/22 for all further pavilion works of £17,000.
The varia�ons to the current contract with Two Build were noted and approved
unanimously by the Council with the removal of the copper strip installa�on totalling
£1995.00. The Council also agreed the Clerk should inves�gate some simple furnishing



op�ons. Cllr Lewer agreed to review the sewage system and report back on the sep�c
tank.
To consider a proposal and rates for le�ng out the pavilion.
The Clerk had provided a proposal on rates and le�ng arrangements. The Council
agreed the outline charges. Unusual and regular hire arrangements would be
considered on an individual basis. The Clerk would confirm the availability and
�mescale on the refurbishment on Facebook and on the website. The Council made
an amendment on hiring for par�es and to prohibit evening events.

Considera�on of tree tenders following on from the PC tree report.
The Council had sought tree tenders for works following the specifica�on laid out in
the recent tree report accepted by the Council.
The Parish Council agreed to employ Gale Consultancy to monitor the trees as
recommended for £660.00 including VAT. The Parish Council a�er some considera�on
on detail agreed to proceed with the quote fromWoodsmith for £7116.00 including
VAT.

To consider report from Climate emergency and sustainability group including
considering proposed terms of reference and ac�ons from the March mee�ng.
The Chair of the Commi�ee provided a report. The Parish Council unanimously
approved the terms of reference.

Councillor Reports.
Cllr Wood in his absence had provided a wri�en report read out to those present:
The Keep Britain Tidy Li�er pick in the Parish is scheduled for Saturday May 29th . Roz
Denman will coordinate it again and he will liaise with her. He has been approved as a
Neighbour Hood Watch Co-ordinator for Chelwood Gate Tanyard Lane to Furners
Green. The Xmas tree was removed on Sunday 7th and replaced with the flagpole.

To consider the arrangements for PC mee�ngs un�l September 2021 and to consider
cancelling the annual April parish mee�ng considering covid restric�ons.
The Parish Council agreed the following unanimously: To cancel the annual parish
mee�ng to replace it with an addi�onal parish council mee�ng. To bring forward the
May mee�ng to 5th May if remote mee�ng legisla�on was not extended. To monitor
restric�ons and review the arrangements for June and July in due course.

Items for Repor�ng or Inclusion in Future Agendas.
Playground
Pavilion refurbishment
Re-greening of Recrea�on Ground slope



Danehill Memorial Hall

The hall has been kept ready for action throughout the winter, and the new central
heating system has settled down, maintaining a steady low temperature (9o C ). All we
need now is the green light to start reusing it! May 17th seems to be when we can start
our activities again, albeit with a few restrictions.

Malcolm Burwood, Chairman

Wealden Police News

Specialist Enforcement Unit successfully targeting criminals using the road network

A new Sussex Police unit which was launched to track and catch dangerous and wanted
criminals using the county roads network has already made 81 arrests since it was
launched two months ago. The Specialist Enforcement Unit (SEU) carries out disruption
and enforcement operations on roads across the Sussex, targeting those involved in
serious, organised and violent crime.

The SEU, a mix of highly-trained police officers and detectives, is equipped to be a one-
stop-shop for road crime – with the ability to identify, intercept and apprehend
offenders, as they travel, seize drugs and stolen goods, and to investigate the crimes
through to conviction. In January and February, the unit clocked up more than 3,760
officer hours on visible proactive work across Sussex, made 81 arrests for supply of
class A drugs, money laundering, driving offences, tracking down wanted people,
seizing more than £20,000 worth of cocaine, £7,600 worth of cannabis and more than
£4,000 worth of crack cocaine and heroin as well as more than £25,000 cash and taken
offensive weapons such as knives, hammers, catapults and CS spray off the streets.

They have also disrupted a number of active county lines drug supply groups, seized 41
vehicles, submitted 200 intelligence reports and safeguarded 18 vulnerable people
working alongside colleagues from the force Road Policing Unit, Community
Investigation Teams, Border Force, Kent, Surrey and the Metropolitan police teams.

The unit is the latest in a series of police enforcement teams to be launched across
Sussex in the past year funded by the Government’s Uplift programme and local precept
investment.


