
Unit 3, Session 3

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 19

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
How did you first hear about salvation through Jesus? Was it from a relative or friend? 

Maybe it was from your pastor or Bible study leader.

In Acts 16, Paul and his companions were in Philippi. On the Sabbath, they went to 

a place by the river where women met to pray. One of the women there was Lydia. 

Scripture tells us that Lydia worshiped God, but then we see her conversion. How 

could she worship God and not be a Christian? Lydia worshiped God with what she 

knew at the time, but she still needed Jesus. Lydia was a religious woman, but religion 

by itself isn’t enough to be saved. People become Christians only by receiving Jesus as 

Lord and Savior.

Verse 14 tells us that Lydia’s heart was ready to respond to Paul’s message. This 

prompting is done by God’s Holy Spirit. When you heard about salvation through 

Jesus, the Lord opened your heart to respond to the message. You as a teacher (like 

Paul was) are God’s instrument to share the message of salvation. God brings the 

conviction, and His desire is that all come to repentance (see 2 Peter 3:9). Pray for the 

children in your class to have open hearts to the truth about Jesus so they can one 

day accept Him as Savior and Lord.

Reflect on your salvation story. Thank God for opening your heart to hear and 

understand.

How can you help the children in your class to better understand how to become a 

Christian?  ��������������������������������������������������������

How can you be prepared to share the plan of salvation with the children you 

teach?  ����������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies For Life: Kids is available at  
ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL TAUGHT LYDIA 
ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: God sent Jesus because he loves PeoPle.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God sent Jesus to earth.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:11-15

WEEKLY VERSE
God loved us and sent  
His Son.  
1 John 4:10

UNIT VERSE
God will always love me.  
Psalm 107:1

For more great ideas, go to  
www.biblestudiesforlife.com/
kidshelps.

JESUS
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 14, 15: “Unit 
Verses,” “Weekly Verse 
Markers”

 ›Teaching Picture 12

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Rhythm sticks, purple 
crayon, purple pom-pom, 
purple marker, purple 
piece of paper (or other 
small purple items)

GROUP TIME 
►Sing and move. Distribute the rhythm sticks. Tap a simple pattern. Guide the 

preschoolers to repeat the pattern. Repeat several times. Tap a more complicated 

rhythm each time. Play “Rhythm” (track 13). Guide the children to tap the rhythm 

sticks to the beat of the song.

►Tell the Bible story. Pass the crayon, pom-pom, marker, and paper around the 

circle. Ask the preschoolers to think about how these objects are the same. Point 

out that they are all purple. Explain that today’s Bible story is about a lady who sold 

purple cloth. Challenge the preschoolers to listen to hear who told her about Jesus. 

PAUL TAUGHT LYDIA ABOUT JESUS
—Based on Acts 16:11-15

Paul and his friends traveled to many places, telling people about Jesus. They went 

to the city of Philippi (FIH lih pigh) to tell people about Jesus. 

On the day for church, Paul and his friends left the city and walked down to the 

river. They found a group of women there. The women met beside the river to pray 

and learn about God. Paul and his friends began talking to the women about Jesus. 

One of the women was named Lydia. She sold purple cloth. Lydia loved God very 

much. She listened carefully as Paul told her and the other women about Jesus. 

Lydia believed what Paul was saying. Lydia and her family were baptized. She 

wanted everyone to know that she loved Jesus. 

Lydia invited Paul and his friends to come and stay at her house. And they did.

►Play a game. Display the Teaching Picture. Toss the purple pom-pom to a child. 

Ask him where Lydia and her friends were praying. Guide him to toss the pom-pom 

to another child. Continue tossing the pom-pom and asking review questions until 

each child has a turn.

►Say Bible Verses and talk about the Life Point. Explain that God sent Jesus 

because He loves people. Open the Bible to 1 John 4:10. Read the Weekly Verse. 

Encourage the preschoolers to echo each word of the verse after you. Open the Bible 

to Psalm 107:1. Read the Unit Verse. Direct the preschoolers to tap the rhythm sticks 

as they repeat the verse after you.

►Pray together. Pray, thanking God for loving us and sending Jesus.

►Wrap it up. Sing “Because You Are Good” (track 7). Mention that God sent Jesus 

because He loves everyone in the world. Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: 

Life Action” video. 
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

PRACTICE SEWING 
Cut apart the Lacing Cards on the dotted lines. Punch holes around the outside of the 
cards. Cut the yarn into long pieces.

 • Help each child complete the Kids Activity Page. 

 • Tie one end of the yarn through one of the holes on the cards. Wrap a small piece of 

tape around the other end of the yarn.

 • Encourage children to pretend they are sewing as they lace yarn through the cards.

 • Explain that the pictures on the cards relate to the Bible story. Mention that Paul told 

Lydia that God sent Jesus. Lydia believed what Paul told her. (Dramatic Play)

MAKE A RIVER
 • Direct the preschoolers to use the materials to make a river. 

 • Suggest the children build a city near the river.

 • Tell the children that Lydia and her friends were meeting beside a river when they 

met Paul. Paul told them that God sent Jesus because He loves people. 

 • Look at the Teaching Picture and talk more about the Bible story.

 • Help children open the Bible to the Bible story. Point to Paul’s name. (Blocks)

MAKE PURPLE CLOTH
 • Place the coffee filters on the paper towels.

 • Guide the preschoolers to use the washable markers to draw on the coffee filters. 

Demonstrate how to dip a dropper in the cup of water and draw water into it.

 • Instruct the preschoolers to squeeze a few drops of water on the coffee filter. Watch 

the color spread over the filter.

 • Remark that Lydia sold purple cloth. Talk about the Bible story. (Art)

DECORATE A SCENE
Cut apart the Season Scenes. Laminate them or cover with clear adhesive paper. Place the 
Season Scenes on the cookie sheets. Cut apart the Season Add-ons on the dotted lines. 
Place a magnet on the back of each add-on.

 • Ask the preschoolers to look at each scene and tell what season it might be. Ask 

them if it is hot or cold in the seasons.

 • Lead the preschoolers to decide in which scene the add-ons belong. Guide the boys 

and girls to arrange the add-ons on the scenes.

 • State that it is cold in some places in the world and hot in other places. Explain that 

Paul traveled to different places to tell people about Jesus. 

 ›Pack Item 41: “Lacing 
Cards” 

 ›Kids Activity Page

 ›Pencils, yarn, masking 
tape, hole punch, scissors

 ›Teaching Picture 12

 ›Bible, blue paper, blue 
crepe paper streamers, 
small rocks, blocks

 ›Coffee filters, purple 
washable markers, eye 
droppers, cup of water, 
paper towels

 ›Pack Items 15, 33, 34: 
“Weekly Verse Markers,” 
“Season Scenes,” “Season 
Add-ons”

 ›Bible, self-adhesive 
magnets, cookie sheets
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT God sent Jesus because he loves PeoPle.

 • Talk about the Bible story. Say that Paul walked outside the city and along the river. 

He saw Lydia and the other women. He told them about Jesus.

 • Open the Bible to the marked verse and read it. Say that God sent Jesus because He 

loves people. Paul told people about God’s love and about Jesus. (Puzzles)

MAKE PURPLE PLAY DOUGH
Post the Allergy Alert.

 • Invite the preschoolers to take turns pouring the ingredients in the bowl. Add 

twenty-one drops of red food color and seven drops of blue to make purple.

 • Guide the preschoolers to mix the ingredients. 

 • Give each child a small amount of play dough to play with. Guide children to place 

their play dough in the plastic bags to take home. 

 • Remind the preschoolers that Lydia sold purple cloth. She was a woman who loved 

God. Paul told her about Jesus. She believed that God sent Jesus. She asked Paul to 

stay with her so she could learn more.

 • Show and read the Unit Verse. Say that God sent Jesus because He loves people. 

(Nature)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

LOOK AT HOUSES
Display the House Pictures. Explain that houses look different in various parts of the 

world. Tell the children where you might find each of the houses. Show the children 

the Missions Pictures. Talk about how missionaries visit people in their homes to tell 

people about Jesus, just like Paul visited Lydia’s house. Invite the preschoolers to build 

houses with the interlocking blocks.

COLOR AND REVIEW
Encourage the preschoolers to color the coloring page with the colored pencils. Ask 

the children review questions such as “What did Lydia sell? Who told Lydia and her 

friends about Jesus? What did Lydia ask Paul to do?” Tell preschoolers that God sent 

Jesus because He loves people. He wants people to learn about Jesus.

CLEAN UP
Pair up each child with another child. Give each pair of children a cleanup task. Assist 

as needed. Encourage those children who have difficulty staying focused.

 ›Pack Item 14: “Unit Verses”

 ›CD: “Allergy Alert”

 ›2 cups plain flour, 1 cup 
salt, 1 tablespoon oil, 1 cup 
cold water, red and blue 
food color, bowl, mixing 
spoon, plastic sandwich 
bags

 ›CD: “Missions Pictures” 
(Unit 3), “House Pictures”

 › Interlocking blocks

 ›CD: “Paul Taught Lydia 
About Jesus” Coloring 
Page

 ›Colored pencils
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