
Unit 3, Session 4

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
We hear a lot these days about people in the hospitality industry. Companies in that 

field make it their business to help travelers, tourists, and business professionals book 

adequate transportation, find places to stay, plan vacations, or conduct business 

conferences. 

In ancient Israel there were no hotels, motels, or campgrounds where travelers 

could stay. Prophets who traveled about the land, proclaiming God’s Word were 

totally dependent on the goodwill of believers who would allow them to board in 

their houses. One of those prophets was Elisha, who was continuing Elijah’s ministry. 

Elisha occasionally went through Shunem where he would share a meal with 

a married couple whose names are not stated. The woman led her husband to add 

a special room to their house just for Elisha to stay when he came to town. On one 

occasion Elisha sent his servant, Gehazi, to ask the woman if there was any way he 

could show his appreciation for their hospitality. Gehazi reported that the couple had 

no children. Elisha called the woman in and promised that one year from that time she 

would bear a son. A year later she had a son.

A few years later, the boy died. The woman immediately ran to find Elisha. Elisha 

sent Gehazi ahead with instructions to lay the prophet’s staff on the boy’s face, but 

nothing happened. So when Elisha and the boy’s mother arrived, he prayed to God to 

restore the boy’s life. The child’s body warmed, and he regained consciousness.

Why was the Shunnamite couple so hospitable to Elisha?  ������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

Why did the woman go to Elisha when their son died?  ��������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies For Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

A COUPLE HELPED
ELISHA

LIFE POINT: God shows his love to all PeoPle.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of November 26

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God shows His love to 
people. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Kings 4:8-37 

GOD 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Serve one another humbly in 
love. Galatians 5:13

UNIT VERSE
God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble. Psalm 46:1
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 ›Pack Item 36: “Book Before, 
Book After”

 ›Gift bag

 ›DVD

 ›Pack Item 38: “God’s Love 
Rhyme”

TEACHING TIP
Before you begin to play, be 
sure that everyone in the 
group knows the names of 
the other kids.

 ›Option: Print and post this 
week’s Life Point near the 
door where parents can 
see it, and also near the 
unit banner. (CD)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►FIRST OR SECOND?

1. Guide kids to open their Bibles to the list of books at the beginning of their Bibles. 

Assist kids as needed in finding the Book of Psalms in the list, keeping a finger on 

that book, and also finding the Book of Matthew in the list. Ask kids which book 

comes first in the Bible. Explain that kids will play a game in much the same way.

2. Invite a child to choose one card from the bag and name the book printed on 

the card. Give help as kids locate that book in the list in their Bibles. Tell the kids 

to keep a finger marking that spot as a second child chooses another card from 

the bag. Tell the kids to find the second book in the list and then to announce if it 

comes before or after the first book. Return the cards to the bag and play again.

3. Option: “A Couple Helped Elisha” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLE

1. Sit in a circle or semicircle. Remark that God loves all people and delights in 

showing His love. 

2. Show the “God’s Love Rhyme” as you read it aloud. Point out the two blanks in 

the rhyme. Explain that you will not write names in the blanks because they will 

change each time you do the rhyme. 

3. Invite the group to say the rhyme with you. Tell them the name of the child to 

say for the first two blanks. Explain that you will announce the name that goes 

in the last blank when the kids get to it. Then the kids should repeat the rhyme 

using the new name in the first two blanks, and so on. Practice. Begin fairly slowly 

until kids get the cadence of the rhyme. As kids grow comfortable with the game, 

speed it up. Play the game.

4. Emphasize that God really does love each of the kids. Explain that today they will 

learn that God shows His love to all people. 

►Show the “A Couple Helped Elisha: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 27-29, and 33: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “Our God 
Will,” “Psalm 46:1,” and 
“Elijah/Elisha”

 ›Teaching Picture 13

 ›CD

 ›DVD 

 ›Half-sheets of construction 
paper, a marker, note 
cards, a bowl, and masking 
tape

 ›Print each word of the last 
phrase of Galatians 5:13 
on a different half-sheet of 
paper.

 ›Make a tape line long 
enough for all the kids to 
stand over.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

WORSHIP TOGETHER
►Read or say a Bible verse.

 • Lead the kids to read or say from memory the Unit Verse, Psalm 46:1.

►Pray and sing.

 • Tell the kids to think about someone they know who needs to be helped and to 

touch their chins when they have made a choice. Invite the kids to pray silently 

for the people they thought of. Close the prayer time with a brief spoken prayer, 

thanking God for hearing the prayers of the girls and boys.

 • Lead the group to quietly sing “Our God Will” (track 7).

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture. 

 • Ask what the kids see on the picture. Show the Elijah/Elisha visual, reminding the 

kids that the first two stories this month were about Elijah, but that last week’s 

story was about a different prophet with a similar name: Elisha. Explain that 

today’s story is another Bible story about Elisha. 

►Tell the Bible Story: A Couple Helped Elisha.

Whenever Elisha passed through Shunem, a woman there invited him to eat. 

The woman told her husband, “I know Elisha is a man of God. Let’s make a 

room for him upstairs. We can put a bed, table, chair, and lamp there. He could 

stay there whenever he comes by.”

After the room was finished and Elisha came again, they showed him the 

room. Later, Elisha called for the woman. Elisha told his servant to ask the 

woman what he could give her since she had taken such good care of him. The 

woman wanted nothing.

Elisha’s servant later told Elisha that the woman had no son. Elisha called 

her again. “You will have a son to hold by this time next year,” he told her. The 

woman could hardly believe it, but she did have a son by the next year.

When the boy was old enough, he went to the field with his father. One day, 

he grew sick and went back to the house. He sat for a time with his mother, but 

then he died.

The woman rode her donkey to Elisha. Elisha wondered what could be the 

matter. When he heard the news, he sent his servant to go to the boy. The 

woman still wanted Elisha to come with her. 
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TEACHING TIP
You can download a 
kid-friendly gospel 
presentation at lifeway.com/
kidsgospelpresentation.

Elisha’s servant hurried to the boy and laid Elisha’s staff on him, but the boy 

did not wake up. 

When Elisha arrived, he went in to the boy and prayed to God. Then he lay 

on the boy until the boy warmed up. Elisha paced the floor and then bent back 

over the boy. The boy sneezed —seven times!—and opened his eyes!

Elisha called the boy’s mother. When she saw her son alive, she bowed to the 

ground in thanks.

— B A S E D  O N  2  K I N G S  4 : 8 - 3 7

REVIEW
 • Tell kids to stand, straddling the tape line. Explain that they will move to the right 

side of the line if the statement you say is true and to the left side of the line if the 

statement is false. Read the “True or false?” statements on the question cards for 

this session. When a statement is false, ask the kids to tell what would make the 

statement true. 

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
►Show the “A Couple Helped Elisha: Life Action” video. 

 • Ask the kids to name some of the ways Dr. Macklamore said God shows His love 

to people. (He sent His Son, Jesus; He uses people to show His love to other people; He 

takes care of people; He invites people to take their worries and concerns to Him.)

LEARN AND APPLY GALATIANS 5:13
 • Read aloud the last phrase of Galatians 5:13. 

 • Place the words of the verse on the floor in order. Direct kids to look at the ceiling. 

Remove one card. Ask: “What’s missing?” Repeat the verse together, filling in 

the blank. Instruct kids to look up, remove a card, and ask: “What’s missing?” 

Continue until all the words have been removed. 

 • Read each of the following actions and ask if the kids can do that action to show 

God’s love to someone. Tell them to “fist bump” if they could do that action and 

to stand and “fist bump” if they have already done it. Smile; Let someone else go 

first in line; Hold a door open for someone; Loan pencils or crayons at school; Invite 

someone to church; Deliver the neighbor’s newspaper to his front door; Use polite 

manners; Pick up trash in your neighborhood; Be a good friend; Give away clean, 

gently used toys; Pray for someone if you don’t know the person; Help gather food to 

be given to hungry people. 

God shows his love to all PeoPle.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Elisha’s Room

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Review the Bible story. Guide kids to find 2 Kings 4:10. Ask what the verse says the 

woman wanted to put in Elisha’s room. 

3. Suggest the group work together to make a scene showing the room built for 

Elisha. Show the materials you gathered. Help kids decide how the scene will be 

made and who will do each part. For example, one child could cover the sides of 

a big box. Other kids might use scrap paper, clay, and other materials to make the 

furnishings of the room. Option: If possible, show and discuss pictures of Bible 

times homes from Teaching Pictures or books. Lead kids to make chenille craft 

stem people and stand them up in small pieces of clay.

4. Help the group as necessary to set up the scene on a tabletop. Invite kids from 

other groups to view the scene and recall the Bible story.

5. As the kids work, point out that the couple showed God’s love to Elisha by 

preparing food and a place to stay. Elisha also showed God’s love to the couple by 

promising them a child and by asking God to bring the child back to life.

CHOICE 2 
►Busy Bags

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Recall together the events of today’s Bible story. Ask the kids to name ways the 

couple showed God’s love to Elisha and the ways Elisha showed God’s love to the 

couple.

3. Lead kids to repeat Galatians 5:13. Suggest the group serve someone by making 

“busy bags” for kids who are in the hospital or in waiting rooms at the hospital. 

Explain that the bags should contain things to help a child keep busy as she waits. 

Tell kids where the bags will be delivered. Explain that the bags will probably be 

kept at the nurse’s desk and given out as needed.

4. Direct the kids to first print messages on note cards, such as God loves you or God 

loves all people. 

5. Guide kids place their messages inside ziplock bags and then to add other items 

you gathered. When the bags are complete, gather the group and ask them to 

hold the bags they made and pray, asking God to help the person who receives 

the bag.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›A box no smaller than a 
shoe box, brown or tan 
art paper, tape, scrap 
paper, clay, chenille craft 
stems, scissors, and other 
materials you choose

 › If you have access to 
pictures of Bible times 
homes, bring them to 
show what homes looked 
like.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Large ziplock bags, note 
cards, markers, unused 
copies of Kids Activity 
Pages, and any of these 
items you choose: 
packages of facial tissues, 
gum, stickers, small plastic 
toys, pencils, crayons, 
pages from coloring books, 
small magnets, paper 
clips, and other things you 
choose

 ›Make arrangements to 
deliver the bags to a 
hospital, or to a doctor’s or 
dentist’s office.
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CHOICE 3
►Hit the Penny

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Guide the kids to locate 2 Kings 4. Ask questions about the Bible story and tell 

kids to scan the verses to locate the answer, even if they already know the answer. 

Ask questions such as, “What did the woman and her husband want to make for 

Elisha?” 

3. Remark that God loves everyone and doesn’t care where they live, what they look 

like, or what language they speak. Point out Chile on the map. Tell the kids that 

God wants the people in Chile, as well as all other people around the world, to 

know about Him and His love. Suggest the group play a game that kids in Chile 

sometimes play.

4. Begin the game by placing a penny on top of the stick. Give a penny to each 

player. Direct the first player to stand about 5 feet from the stick and try to knock 

the penny off the stick with her own penny. A player scores a point if her penny 

knocks the penny off the stick. She scores two points if the penny falls into the 

tree stand. The winner is the person with the highest score.

5. Explain that missionaries often use games to help them make friends with 

people. They look for ways to tell about God’s love to all people and to show 

God’s love to people.

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the video, “One Cup Asia” (DVD, Missions). Explain that when missionaries 

fix water pumps, they also tell people about Jesus. Thank God for clean water and 

for missionaries that tell people about Jesus. 

►Show the “A Couple Helped Elisha: Wrap Up” video.

 • Repeat Psalm 46:1 together. Invite volunteers to say the verse from memory.

 • Tell the kids that God loves all people and wants believers to show His love to all 

people.

►This week:

 • Look for ways to show God’s love. Thank Him for the ways He shows His love to 

you. Pray for each child and family in your group. Ask God to use you to show His 

love to them. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›A world map, a dowel rod 
or other pole about 12 to 
18 inches tall, a Christmas 
tree stand, and some 
pennies

 ›Use the tree stand to hold 
the dowel rod upright.

 ›Option: No Christmas tree 
stand? Use rocks in a can, 
a lump of clay, or anything 
you can find to hold the 
stick upright.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

LIFE POINT God shows his love to all PeoPle.
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