
Unit 3, Session 3

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
In most communities, churches and civic organizations sponsor places where people 

in need can go to get clothes and food. They consider it part of their Christian duty 

to help people who are struggling in hard times. They also consider it important to 

respect and guard peoples’ dignity. Everyone needs a helping hand sometimes, and 

God’s people should be there to meet the needs—material or spiritual.

In ancient times, indigent people, especially widows, had few options. If a widow 

had no adult children, her situation could be desperate. The widow of one of the sons 

of the prophets approached Elisha. She and her children were apparently in imminent 

danger of being evicted from their home and losing their freedom because she was 

unable to pay her debts. The law of Moses stated that if someone was unable to meet 

his obligations, he and his children could be taken as slaves by his landlord or creditor. 

They would have to be released, however, after seven years or in the year of jubilee 

(see Ex. 21:2-4; Lev. 25:39-43).

The widow had nothing of value in her house except one jar of oil, but that was 

all Elisha needed. He told her to collect every empty container she owned or could 

borrow from her neighbors and pour the oil from her jar into the empty ones. When 

she obeyed, she filled every single container she had from one jar of oil! Elisha told her 

to sell the oil. She would make enough profit to cover all her debts, plus have plenty 

left over for her and her family to live.

Why did the woman believe Elisha could help her with her dilemma?  ���������
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What example did the widow provide for her sons? �����������������������
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NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies For Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

ELISHA AND 
THE WIDOW

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to obey him.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of November 19

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God expects people to obey, 
respect, and honor Him. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Kings 4:1-7 

GOD 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
My God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches 
of his glory in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:19

UNIT VERSE
God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

78     U n i t  3 ,  S e S S i o n  3
© 2017 LifeWay



 ›Pack Item 36: “Book Before, 
Book After”

 ›DVD

 ›Option: If you have a large 
group, form more than one 
circle and play the game 
in each.

 ›Option: Print and post this 
week’s Life Point near the 
door where parents can 
see it, and also near the 
unit banner. (CD)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►BOOK BEFORE, BOOK AFTER

1. Place the triangle, circle, and rectangle shapes from the pack item on the floor 

or the table. Explain that you will place a Bible book name on the circle. Half the 

group will find out what Bible book is just before the one on the circle while the 

other half will find out the Bible book that comes next.

2. Form two groups. Place a Bible book name on the circle. Assign one group to find 

the book that comes before and the other group to find the book that comes 

after. (Depending on their experience and skill level, kids may find the book in the 

Table of Contents or locate the actual book in their Bibles.)

3. Place a different book name on the circle. Ask which book comes before 

and which book comes after the book in the circle. Direct groups to swap 

assignments. Continue with other Bible book names.

4. Option: “Elisha and the Widow” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►FOLLOW A DIFFERENT LEADER

1. Direct the kids to sit in a circle facing in. Tell them to stay seated during this game 

but to carefully obey the leader. 

2. Stand behind one child and tell her to begin performing an action for others to 

follow. After a few moments, move to stand behind a different child and tell him 

to begin to perform a different action for kids to follow. Continue in this way until 

all the kids have had a turn to lead an action.

3. Remark that kids had to follow many different leaders in this game. Talk about the 

idea that people are usually expected to obey their leaders. Explain that someone 

in today’s Bible story had to obey an unusual command. Tell the kids that today 

they will learn that God wants people to obey Him.

►Show the “Elisha and the Widow: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 27-31 and 33: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “Our God 
Will,” Psalm 46:1,” “Unit 3 
Questions,” “Fall Is Here!” 
and “Elijah/Elisha”

 ›Teaching Picture 12

 ›CD

 ›DVD

STUDY THE BIBLE 

WORSHIP TOGETHER
►Pray.

 •  Lead the group to read the Unit Verse, Psalm 46:1, from the display. Ask if anyone 

can say the verse without looking.

 • Remind kids that Thanksgiving happens every year and they can thank God for all 

the ways He meets their needs.

 • Invite kids to think of two things for which to thank God. Form teams of two. 

Ask the kids on each team to take turns quietly thanking God for the things they 

chose.

►Sing.

 • Lead the group to sing “Our God Will” (track 7).

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Use Bibles. 

 • Guide kids to locate 1 Kings 19:3. Ask what name they see that begins with the 

letter E. (Elijah) Place the Elijah placard before the group. Direct the kids to find 

2 Kings 4:1 and to find the name there than begins with an E. (Elisha)

 • Add the part of the card that will change Elijah into Elisha. Note how similar the 

names are, and explain that the first two stories this month were about Elijah, but 

the next two are about a different prophet, one named Elisha.

►Show the Teaching Picture.

 • Ask the kids to tell what is taking place in the picture. 

 • Encourage the girls and boys to listen in the story for how a family obeyed God. 

With your Bible open to 2 Kings 4:1-7, tell the Bible story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: Elisha and the Widow

A woman came to Elisha and said, “My husband has died. Now the men he 

owed money to are coming to take my children as slaves.”

Elisha asked, “What do you have in the house?”

The woman answered, “I don’t have anything except a jar of oil.”

Elisha said, “Go and borrow as many empty containers as you can. Ask your 

neighbors. Don’t get just a few. Get a lot. Then, go inside your house with the 

door shut. Take your sons with you. Pour oil into all the containers you gather. 

Set the full ones to one side.”
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The woman left. She gathered the pots, went into her house, shut the door, 

and began filling them. Her sons kept bringing her more and more containers. 

She kept pouring and pouring. Finally, when she asked one of her sons for 

another container, he told her there were no more to fill. At that moment, the 

oil stopped.

The widow hurried to Elisha and told him what had happened. He said, “Go 

sell the oil. Pay your debts. You and your sons can live on the money left over.”

— B A S E D  O N  2  K I N G S  4 : 1 - 7

EXPLORE THE BIBLE TRUTH
 • Point out that the widow had to obey what God’s prophet told her to do or 

she would never have had the oil to sell and save her sons. Ask if Elisha did the 

miracle. (No, only God or Jesus can do miracles.) Explain that just as the widow 

obeyed God’s prophet, God wants people to obey Him. 

►Show the “Elisha and the Widow: Life Action” video. 

 • Point out that Junie said they would obey God even when its hard, because God 

always knows what is best for people. 

 • Ask kids to name times when obeying God is easy. Guide them to name times 

when obeying God might be hard. Ask if God still wants people to obey Him 

during those times. (Yes!) 

LEARN PHILIPPIANS 4:19
►Use Bibles.

 • Lead the group to find Philippians 4:19 and read the verse along with you.

 • Encourage the kids to think about things people really need. Emphasize that God 

will give people all the things they really need.

 • Call on one child to tell a need he thought of. After he tells the need, lead the kids 

to say the verse.

 • Call on another volunteer to tell a different need. Lead the kids to repeat the 

verse. Continue as long as interest is high.

REVIEW
 •  Form teams and use the questions from today’s session and then the first two 

sessions of this study to play “Fall Is Here!”

God wants PeoPle to obey him.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“Oil” Paintings

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page. 

2. Help kids recall the Bible story. Ask who was in the story and what items were 

important. Ask how the woman obeyed Elisha’s directions. Ask if the sons obeyed 

their mother.

3. Present the bowls of oil, cotton swabs, and paint paper. Direct the kids to use 

markers to print God wants people to obey Him on their papers. Challenge them 

to use the oil paints to paint a picture about the Bible story. Demonstrate dipping 

a cotton swab gently into oil, letting the excess oil drip back into the bowl, then 

using the swab as a paint brush.

4. If a cotton swab becomes too droopy, the kids can exchange it for a clean one 

and continue to work. Instruct the kids to use a different swab in every color. (You 

can provide more than one swab for each color.)

5. Explain that when they finish, the kids will need to allow their paintings to 

dry completely before taking them home. Find a spot in the room where the 

paintings can dry. Encourage each child to use his oil painting to tell someone 

else the story of Elisha and the widow and that God wants people to obey Him.

CHOICE 2 
►“We Can Obey” Game

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Guide the kids to locate 2 Kings 4:1-7 in their Bibles. Explain that today’s Bible 

story is found here. Read verses 5 and 6 aloud. Ask who performed this miracle. 

Ask if God would have performed the miracle if the woman had not obeyed His 

prophet Elisha.

3. Explain that the kids will try to keep a balloon in the air by tapping it upward 

each time it comes down. Tell the kids they must stay seated as they play. Explain 

that the first time the balloon is tapped, everyone says, “We.” The second time, 

everyone says, “can.” The third time, everyone says, “obey!” Then they will start 

the phrase over. When the balloon touches the ground, play stops, and the last 

child who touched the balloon will tell a way to obey God or will tell something 

God has told people to do.

4. Play several times. On the large paper, print each different answer the kids 

name. (Encourage them to name different answers but accept answers that are 

repeated.)

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Cooking oil, food coloring, 
cotton swabs, small 
disposable bowls, painting 
paper, and markers

 ›Pour the oil into small 
bowls and pour a small 
amount of food coloring 
into each bowl. 

 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 › Inflated balloons

 ›A large paper and a marker

Note: Need a large-group 
worship option? Learn more 
about Bible Studies For Life: 
Kids Worship at www.lifeway.
com/biblestudiesforlife/kids.
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CHOICE 3
►“Obeying God” Spinners

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask the group what problem the widow in today’s Bible story had and how it was 

solved. Ask if the kids think the widow was obeying God, Elisha, or both. Ask how 

the sons obeyed. Ask if they obeyed God, Elisha, their mother, or all three. Explain 

that because God told children to obey their parents, kids are also obeying God 

when they do what their parents tell them to do.

3. Show the poster board strips. Ask the kids to name places they go or spend time. 

Listen to their ideas and ask them to pick the four places where they spend the 

most time. Print each of those places at the top of a strip.

4. Guide the kids to name ways they can obey God in each of those places. 

When they have named several ideas, instruct the kids to print or draw on the 

appropriate strips those ways to obey God. Encourage them to try to fill up both 

sides of each strip. 

5. When they have added everything they can think of, help the kids to tie a length 

of fishing line or yarn through the hole in the top of each strip. Hang the strips so 

they spin as the breeze blows on them.

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the “Rekha and Sunil Photos” (CD). Remind the kids that Rekha and Sunil 

learned about Jesus when Christian workers came to repair the water pump in 

their village. Pray for the many in South Asia who believe in Jesus and are telling 

others about Him. 

►Show the “Elisha and the Widow: Wrap Up” video.

 • Challenge the kids to look for ways to obey God this week.

 • Call on a teacher to thank God for helping people obey Him. 

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • Ask God to help you be obedient in all things. Plan to send a post card or deliver a 

set of Take Home Cards to any child who has been absent recently.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Poster board, markers, 
tape, pens or thin markers, 
fishing line or yarn, a hole 
punch, and scissors

 ›Cut the poster board into 
four equal strips. For each 
strip, at the center of the 
top edge punch a hole 
about an inch from the 
edge. 

EXTRA CHOICE Make 
copies of “Obeying God 
Tower” (Pack Item 37). 
Guide the kids to print or 
draw on each section ways 
they can obey God in that 
location. Help each child 
fold her paper and tape the 
open sides to form a three-
sided tower.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›CD

 ›“Bible Studies For Life: God 
Will Help Me Postcards” 
(005794522) 

 ›”Bible Studies for Life: Kids 
Take Home Cards” 

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to obey him.
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