
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
News outlets often report instances of mob violence around the world. Riots are 

ignited by all kinds of issues that anger people such as political, labor, or even 

religious strife. The Book of Acts records several outbursts aimed at the early Christian 

movement. Wherever the apostles went, trouble followed. The message they were 

preaching was considered dangerous by some.

One such encounter occurred when Paul returned to Jerusalem. Some Jews from 

Asia (Turkey) recognized him and accused him of profaning the temple by bringing 

Gentiles into the inner court. The mob reacted and sought to kill him, so a detail of 

Roman soldiers was sent to put an end to the disturbance. The crowd blamed it on 

Paul, so he was taken into custody. For some reason the commander thought he was 

an Egyptian rebel, but Paul corrected him and asked to address the crowd.

Paul then stood and spoke to them in Hebrew. He told them the story of his life as 

a Jewish Pharisee, how he had persecuted the Christians, and his dramatic encounter 

with the risen Jesus on the Damascus Road. This only made the crowd angrier, so the 

Romans decided to whip Paul to find out what he did to incite them. Paul, however, 

invoked his rights as a Roman citizen which prohibited them from punishing him 

without a trial. For that reason, the officials decided to release him.

Why do you think some crowds gather peaceably but turn violent?  �����������
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Was Paul right to invoke his Roman citizenship? Why?  ���������������������
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NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

PAUL PREACHED
TO AN ANGRY CROWD

LIFE POINT: sometimes PeoPle have to hear a messaGe from God they do not like. 

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 13

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Christians are called to tell 
the people of the world 
about Jesus. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 21:27–22:29 
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WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Speaking the truth in love, 
we will in all things grow up 
into him who is the Head, 
that is, Christ.  
Ephesians 4:15

UNIT VERSE
Come and listen, all you who 
fear God; let me tell you what 
he has done for me.  
Psalm 66:16
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 ›A Bible with a chart 
showing the divisions of 
the Bible books, index 
cards, and a pen or thin 
marker

 ›Print on cards the 
following, one name per 
card: Old Testament, Law, 
History, Poetry, Major 
Prophets, Minor Prophets, 
New Testament, Gospels, 
History, Paul’s Letters, 
General Letters, and 
Prophecy. Make two sets. 
(CD)

 ›DVD

 ›Masking tape

 ›Make a tape line, about 10 
feet long, on the floor. 

TEACHING TIPS
Remove obstacles that could 
be in the way as kids walk.

Don’t insist that every child 
must submit to being spun 
around. Let the kids try who 
want to do so. The fact that a 
child might not want to fits 
perfectly with the discussion.  
 
Closely supervise kids who 
get dizzy!

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Match This!

1. Place the cards facedown on a table. Guide the kids to play a matching game. 

Each child will turn two cards faceup. If the cards match, the child will set them 

aside. If the cards do not match, the child will turn them facedown. As matches 

begin to be made, point out that these are the divisions of the books of the 

Bible. Explain that there are five Old Testament Divisions (Law, History, Poetry, 

Major Prophets, and Minor Prophets) and five New Testament Divisions (Gospels, 

History, Paul’s Letters, General Letters, and Prophecy).

2. When all the matches have been made, set the Old Testament and New 

Testament Cards near one another. Invite the kids to place the division cards for 

each testament in correct order.

3. If time remains, mix the cards facedown and play again. This time, when a match 

is made, ask if the match shows an Old Testament or a New Testament division.

4. Option: “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Spin Again

1. Ask whether it would be easy or hard to walk along the tape line without 

stepping off of it. Let kids take quick turns walking the tape line.

2. Invite a volunteer to walk the line again, but before letting him walk, turn him 

around five or six times. Allow each child to take a turn after being spun, trying 

to walk the line without stepping off. Ask if anyone wants to try to walk the line 

again after being spun 10 times. If so, let them try. Ask whether they liked walking 

the line when they had been spun around. Let boys and girls tell why they liked or 

did not like walking the line when they were dizzy.

3. Mention that sometimes people are asked to do things that are difficult. 

Sometimes they are asked to do things they do not like. Ask if the kids have 

ever been asked or told to do something they did not want to do or did not like. 

Explain that in today’s Bible story, people had to hear a message from God that 

they did not want to hear and did not like. Tell the kids that today they will learn 

that sometimes people have to hear a message from God they do not like.

►Show the “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 24-27 and 30: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “Your Will, 
Your Way,” “Psalm 66:16,” 
“Unit 3 Questions,” and 
“Flying High” 

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A marker board, a large 
sheet of paper, markers, 
and an eraser 

 ›Print Ephesians 4:15 on the 
marker board. 

 ›On the sheet of paper, 
print: Please help me to 
always listen to You, God. 
(CD)

STUDY THE BIBLE 

SING AND PRAY
 • Lead the kids to sing “Your Will, Your Way” (track 7).

 • Pray or ask a volunteer to pray, thanking God for the plans He has for people.

LEARN A BIBLE VERSE
►Use Bibles.

 • Guide the kids to find Psalms 66:16. Suggest if they open their Bibles to the 

middle, they should be close to the Book of Psalms.

 • Read or say the verse together, then tell the kids to place their left hands on the 

page where they found Psalms 66:16 and their right hands on the back of the 

Bible. Explain that if they open to the middle of the portion of the Bible they are 

holding in their right hands, they should be close to the beginning of the New 

Testament. Guide them to find Ephesians 4:15.

 • Read the verse as you point to each word on the marker board. Invite the kids to 

read it with you. Ask a child to erase one word of the verse. Lead the kids to read 

the verse again, filling in the missing word. Continue in the same way until all the 

words are erased. Lead kids to say the verse one more time.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Introduce the story. 

 • Remark that Ephesians 4:15 directs people to speak lovingly when they must tell 

people truth they might not want to hear. Note that today’s Bible story is about 

such a time. Explain that anyone who was not a Jew was not allowed inside the 

temple area. 

►Show the Teaching Picture. 

 • Open your Bible to Acts 22 and tell the story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd

Paul was in the temple when Jews from Asia saw him. They had seen Paul 

earlier with a Greek man. They thought Paul brought the man into their temple, 

but he had not. The Jews from Asia grabbed Paul and shouted, “This man 

brought Greeks into our temple!” 

A crowd gathered. They dragged Paul out of the temple and tried to kill him. 

The commander of the Roman soldiers heard the shouting and rushed to the 

area with his men. 
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TEACHING TIP
You can download a 
kid-friendly gospel 
presentation at lifeway.com/
kidsgospelpresentation.

The commander asked Paul who he was and what he had done. People in 

the crowd shouted all kinds of answers. The commander could not tell what 

had happened. He ordered Paul to be taken away. The soldiers had to carry him 

because the crowd was trying to kill him.

Paul told the crowd how he studied the law and imprisoned Christians. 

Paul said, “One day, a bright light flashed as I traveled along the road. A voice 

said, ‘Why are you hurting Me?’ I asked who He was. He said He was Jesus! He 

directed me to the city to wait. Since I was blinded, my men led me to the city. 

Ananias came to me and healed my eyes. He told me God wanted me to be a 

witness for Him to all people.” 

When the people heard that Paul wanted to tell the Gentiles about Jesus, 

they again shouted for his death. The commander ordered his soldiers to tie 

Paul and beat him with a whip. Paul asked, “Is it legal to whip a Roman citizen?” 

When the soldiers heard that Paul was a Roman citizen, they stopped at once!

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  2 1 : 2 7 – 2 2 : 2 9 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE TRUTHS
 • Read Psalm 66:16. Point out that Paul wanted people to listen as he told what God 

had done for him. Ask how the crowd near the temple showed they did not want 

to hear God’s message to them. 

►Show the “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd: Life Action” video. 

 • Ask what Tate did to hurt the other kids’ feelings. Ask if Tate thought he had done 

anything wrong. Ask who told Tate that he was wrong. (Nate) Ask if Tate was 

happy to hear that message. Emphasize that sometimes people have to hear a 

message they do not like, and sometimes they need to hear a message from God 

they do not like.

►Pray.

 • Show and read the prayer sentence (Please help me to always listen to You, God.) 

aloud. Tell the kids to pray those words aloud each time you nod to them. Pray: 

“When I am angry, (nod); when I am confused, (nod); when I am happy, (nod); 

when I am afraid, (nod); when I am sad, (nod); when I am lonely (nod). Amen.”

REVIEW
 • Play “Flying High,” using the questions for this session and the last session.

sometimes PeoPle have to hear a messaGe from God they do not like.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“I Remember” Puppets

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Show the Teaching Picture and challenge the kids to recall as many facts about 

the Bible story as they can.

3. Explain that the kids can make puppets of themselves to use to tell things about 

today’s Bible story. Direct the kids to draw themselves from head to toe, using a 

whole sheet of construction paper. As each child finishes his drawing, help him 

to tape or staple lightweight cardboard or a second sheet of construction paper 

behind the first. Tell the kids to cut out the figures they drew, cutting through 

both layers. Help each child to staple around the edges of both cut outs, leaving 

an opening at the bottom. Show the kids how to roll a sheet of newspaper on the 

diagonal and tape it together. Explain that they can insert the newspaper stick 

into the bottom of the puppet and staple the opening and the stick together.

4. Invite kids to use their puppets to take turns telling facts about today’s Bible story. 

Challenge each child to choose three facts to tell their families later.

5. Remind the kids that just like in the story, sometimes people have to hear a 

message from God they do not like. 

CHOICE 2 
►Make-a-Match Review

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Show one set of the cards for the game. Guide the kids to arrange the cards in the 

correct order of the Bible story. (Numbers are included on the cards.)

3. Mix both sets of cards together. Place them printed-side down on the table. 

Announce that kids will take turns choosing two cards. If the cards match, the 

player will keep the pair of cards and take another turn. If the cards do not match, 

the player will turn the cards facedown and play will move to the next child. Play 

until all cards have been matched. 

4. Variation: Mix the cards and distribute them to the kids. After kids look at their 

cards, tell them to place any matching pairs on the table. Direct each child to pass 

one card to the player on her left. Wait as kids pass cards. Kids may place any new 

matches they have on the table. Continue until all cards are matched or no more 

matches are possible. Place all the remaining cards on the table for the kids to 

match. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›Construction paper, light-
weight cardboard, markers 
or crayons, pencils, 
scissors, newspaper, tape, 
and a stapler 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 32: “Make-a-
Match”
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CHOICE 3
►Floating Flotilla

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Briefly review the Bible story and ask what message from God did the people not 

want to hear. (That everyone, even Gentiles, needed to know about Him) 

3. Tell kids they can know messages are from God if they are in the Bible. Allow kids 

to give examples of both messages people might like to hear and some they 

might not like as well. (For example, most people like God’s message that He loves 

everyone, but some might not like God’s message that people are supposed to love 

everyone.) 

4. Suggest the group make a flotilla (a fleet of small ships) of water bottles with 

messages from God. Distribute index cards and guide kids to print messages from 

God on one side of the cards. (Worship only God; Give offerings to God; Pray every 

day; Read the Bible; Love everyone; and so on.) Direct the kids to roll their cards 

gently (message side out), slip them inside the water bottles, and allow them to 

expand inside the bottles. Guide each child to pour a small amount of sand into 

his bottle (about ¼ full), replace the bottle cap, and carefully place it in the tub of 

water. (If the bottle leans to the side, add a small amount of sand and try again. If 

the bottle sinks, pour out small amounts of sand until the bottle floats.) 

5. Encourage other kids in the room or parents to read the messages found on the 

flotilla of bottles!

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Read Jeremiah 1:7. Remind kids that Jackson Barger doesn’t let his age stop him 

from talking about his faith in Jesus. Invite volunteers to pray, asking God to help 

them tell about Jesus in a way that makes people want to know more about Him. 

►Show the “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd: Wrap Up” video.

 • Repeat Ephesians 4:15 and Psalm 66:16 together.

 • Challenge the kids to thank God each day this week for His messages in the Bible.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • Ask God to help you listen to whatever messages He has for you.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Empty plastic water 
bottles, index cards, pens 
or markers, sand or soil, 
a large tub such as a dish 
tub, and water

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

LIFE POINT sometimes PeoPle have to hear a messaGe from God they do not like. 
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