
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
What is the most prestigious institution of higher learning in the world? Oxford? 

Cambridge? Harvard? Yale? People who graduate from those schools are usually 

highly regarded in their fields of study. The Roman empire’s intellectual and “religious” 

center was the city of Athens, Greece. 

Into that academic and spiritual environment ventured our hero Paul. Paul was 

no intellectual slouch. He had studied under the renowned Rabbi Gamaliel. He knew 

about the mythological Greek gods, so when he entered Athens he recognized the 

idols that filled the city. Paul boldly interacted with the Greeks in the marketplace.

Apparently, some Greek philosophers were interested in Paul’s new ideas. They 

invited him to the Areopagus to explain his ideas in more detail. (Take note of Luke’s 

sarcastic comment in Acts 17:21.) Paul commended their religiosity and commented 

on the deity enshrined as “An Unknown God.” He told them that the one true God had 

created the world and everything in it. God created everyone in the world from one 

original man. Now they needed to repent of their ignorance and embrace the true 

Creator and His Son, Jesus, who was raised from the dead.

Paul’s evangelism in Athens provoked various responses. Some scoffed, some 

wanted to hear more, and some believed. 

Why was Paul so disturbed by the many idols in Athens?  �������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

Can pagan idols be seen in America today? Where? �����������������������
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What responses can we expect to our evangelistic efforts?  �����������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

PAUL TAUGHT
IN ATHENS

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to teach others about Jesus.
Christians are called to tell the people of the world about Jesus. 

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 6

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Christians are called to tell 
the people of the world 
about Jesus.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 17:16-34
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WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Come and listen, all you who 
fear God; let me tell you what 
he has done for me.  
Psalm 66:16

UNIT VERSE
Come and listen, all you who 
fear God; let me tell you what 
he has done for me.  
Psalm 66:16
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 ›Pack Item 28: “Choose It! 
Place It!”

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Chairs, index cards, a 
marker, and tape

 ›Draw a star on each of 
three index cards. Tape 
each card beneath a 
different chair. Place the 
chairs in a circle with the 
seats facing outward. 

 ›Options:  
Draw stars on three sheets 
of construction paper. 
Place the stars facedown 
and mix them with 
additional sheets of paper. 
Guide the kids to walk 
around a circle of papers 
on the floor. 
If you have a small group, 
draw a star on only one 
card or paper.

TEACHING TIP
Kids with special needs 
might benefit from using a 
“Kids Visual Schedule.” (CD)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Choose it, Place It

1. Point out the three New Testament divisions shown on the gameboard. Stack the 

Bible book name cards on the appropriate rectangle. Guide the kids to take turns 

choosing a Bible book card from the stack, deciding in which division the Bible 

book belongs, and placing the card on the correct rectangle. If time allows, remix 

the cards and play again.

2. Option: Guide two kids to take facedown cards. Explain that on your signal the 

kids should turn their cards faceup and place them on the correct division.

3. Option: “Paul Taught in Athens” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Round and Round We Go

1. Direct the kids to tiptoe around the circle of chairs as the music plays and to 

quickly sit down when the music stops. After a few seconds, stop the music. 

Instruct the kids to look beneath their chairs to find whether they have a star. 

Kids who have stars quickly tell something they know about Jesus. Tell the kids 

without stars to close their eyes while kids with stars move the stars to different 

chairs. When the kids have moved the stars, play music and let the kids tiptoe 

again. Play several times. Every round of play, change the movement: walking, 

walking backward, walking in circles, taking giant steps, sliding from chair to 

chair, taking sideways steps, and so on.

2. Mention that today’s Bible story is about someone who taught what he knew 

about Jesus. Tell the kids that today they will learn that God wants people to 

teach others about Jesus.

3. Show the ‘’Paul Taught in Athens: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 24-27 and 29-
30: “Unit 3 Banner,” “Your 
Will, Your Way,” “Psalm 
66:16,” “Unit 3 Questions,” 
“Jesus Facts,” and “Flying 
High” 

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A bag, enough half-sheets 
of construction paper so 
that there is one for each 
child in your group, and a 
marker

 ›Place the “Jesus facts” cards 
in the bag.

 ›On half the half-sheets of 
construction paper, print a 
1. On the other half, print 
a 2. 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

PRAY
 • Call attention to the unit banner. Mention that in order to willingly follow God’s 

plans a person must know that God is Lord of all.

 • Read Acts 17:24 from a Bible. Explain that this verse comes from today’s story 

 • Ask the kids to name things for which they are thankful to God who made 

everything. Invite kids to take turns saying, “Thank You, God for…” and adding 

something someone has named or something else they would like. End with 

amen. 

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
 • Explain that today’s Bible story is about Paul and some of his travels to tell people 

about Jesus. 

►Show the Teaching Picture. 

 • Encourage the kids to listen for whether the picture shows the beginning, middle, 

or end of the Bible story. 

 • Option: Invite the kids to join you in performing the actions you do during the 

story.

 • Open your Bible to Acts 17 and tell the story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul Taught in Athens

[Option: Walk in place.] Paul walked through the market place in Athens. He 

saw that the city was full of statues of idols. [Option: Point as though pointing 

to something.] He could see that these people were religious, but they did not 

know who they should worship. Someone needed to teach them about God 

and His son, Jesus.

Paul talked to the people of the city. [Option: Gesture as if speaking and mime 

talking.] Paul began teaching the people. He told them that Jesus had risen 

from the dead.

Men of Athens brought Paul to a special place where people held court for 

important things. [Option: Climb steps.] The men said, “What you say is strange 

to us. Tell us more.”

The men sat around Paul. [Be seated.] Paul said, “I know you are religious. 

I saw that you even made an idol to an unknown god. I want to tell you 

about this God you don’t know. He is the true God who made the world and 

everything in it. He is Lord over all! He doesn’t need a statue to live in.”
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Note: For a kid-friendly way 
to present God’s plan of 
salvation check out lifeway.
com/kidsgospelpresentation.

Stay in the know! facebook.
com/biblestudiesforlifekids.

Paul continued to teach them what he knew about Jesus. He explained that 

God raised Jesus from the dead.

Some of the men who listened made fun of Paul, but others said, “We want 

to hear from you again.”

Paul left the men. Some of the people believed in Jesus and joined Paul.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 7 : 1 6 - 3 4 

APPLY BIBLE TRUTHS
 • Ask if the Teaching Picture shows the beginning, middle, or end of the Bible story. 

Ask what Paul was doing. Point out that Paul was teaching others about Jesus, 

and kids can teach about Him, too. 

 • Ask a child to remove a “Jesus Facts” card from the bag and read it to the group. 

Ask whether kids could teach someone by telling that fact about Jesus. Remind 

the kids that God wants people to teach others about Jesus. Continue with the 

other cards.

►Show the “Paul Taught in Athens: Life Action” video. 

 • Ask the kids to name one of the ways that Skeeter said people could teach others 

about Jesus. (talk about what He’s done in your life; share the Bible with someone; or 

teach about Jesus through art and song)

LEARN PSALM 66:16
►Use Bibles.

 • Guide the kids to locate Psalm 66:16 in their Bibles. Point to each word as you read 

the verse from the display.

 • Scatter the numbered cards on the floor. Direct each child to stand on a different 

card. Instruct kids standing on cards numbered 1 to say the beginning half of the 

verse and those on cards numbered 2 to say the second half of the verse. Direct 

the kids to move to different cards and to repeat the verse in the same manner. 

Play several times.

SING AND REVIEW
 • Lead the group to sing “Your Will, Your Way” (track 7).

 • Guide boys and girls to review today’s Bible story as they play “Flying High,” using 

the questions for this session.

God wants PeoPle to teach others about Jesus.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Cinnamon Roll “Jesus Facts”

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Show the Teaching Picture and lead the kids to recall what is happening in the 

scene, before it, and after it. Point out that Paul taught others what he knew 

about Jesus. Remind the kids of information about Jesus they heard during Bible 

study time. 

3. Suggest the kids prepare a treat for a friend and print on a plate information 

about Jesus to share with the friend. Distribute plates and guide each child to 

print around the rim of a plate something about Jesus. 

4. Direct the kids to clean their hands. Distribute bread slices and waxed paper. 

Guide kids to roll the bread slices very flat; butter the bread; sprinkle it with 

cinnamon sugar; roll up the bread slice; cut the roll into three slices; mix the 

confectioner’s sugar with a little water and drizzle it over the bread.

5. Kids may place their cinnamon rolls on the plates and wrap them with plastic 

wrap or slide the plates into ziplock bags. Challenge the kids to read the fact 

about Jesus to the person to whom they give it.

6. Allow kids to make cinnamon rolls to eat as you talk about ways kids can teach 

others. Remind them that God wants people to teach others about Jesus.

CHOICE 2 
►Take a Swat

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Review today’s Bible story by asking the questions for this session. Remind the 

kids that they can teach others about Jesus by telling what they know, by praying 

for missionaries who tell of Jesus, and by giving offerings to help people spread 

the news of Jesus.

3. Place the “Take a Swat” cards on a table, printed side down. Give a child the 

“swatter” and let him swat any card. Explain that the child must do whatever is 

printed on the card. Continue as kids take turns with the swatter.

4. Distribute index cards. Guide the kids to print on each card a fact they know 

about Jesus. Gather the cards. Add two or three blank cards and mix them. 

Spread out the cards, printed side down. Let kids take turns swatting cards and 

reading them. Challenge them to gather all the fact cards before they have 

swatted all three blank ones.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›Small paper plates, 
thin markers, hand 
sanitizer, sliced bread, 
butter, cinnamon sugar, 
confectioner’s sugar, water, 
waxed paper, rolling pins 
or straight-sided glasses, 
plastic knives or craft 
sticks, and plastic wrap or 
ziplock bags

 ›Remove the crusts from 
the bread.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Items 27 and 31: “Unit 
3 Questions” and “Take a 
Swat”

 › Index cards and pencils
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CHOICE 3
►Jesus Note Pads

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask kids what Paul saw when he visited Athens. Ask what Paul told the men 

about the God they did not know. 

3. Remind the kids that they also can teach people about Jesus as they tell what 

they know, pray for missionaries who tell of Jesus, and give offerings to help 

people spread the news of Jesus.

4. Suggest the kids make note pads to remind them to teach others about Jesus. 

Direct the kids to arrange the poster board horizontally and to stack the other 

paper squares and place them on the left side of the poster board. Help each 

child to staple his paper squares onto the poster board at the top. Guide the kids 

to glue a clothespin horizontally next to the stack of papers. Demonstrate how 

the kids may then clip a pencil into the mouth of a clothespin. Suggest the kids 

print on the top page Pray for missionaries telling about Jesus. On another page 

they might print Tell one thing I have learned about Jesus. Another idea might be 

Give an offering to help spread the news of Jesus.

5. Encourage the kids to place the note pads where they will see them often and 

be reminded to use them. Challenge the kids to try to do the actions during the 

week because God wants people to teach others about Jesus. 

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis:

 • Use the map to show the kids where Peru is located in South America.

 • Read the missions story (CD) or show the video “Skatepark Sharing.”

 • Lead the kids in prayer for the Bargers and their ministry in Lima. 

►Show the “Paul Taught in Athens: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Lead the group to repeat Psalm 66:16.

 • Invite each child to tell another child a fact he knows about Jesus.

 • Pray, asking God to help the kids teach other people about Jesus.

►This week:

 • Thank you for teaching girls and boys about Jesus. Look for an opportunity to 

thank another teacher for teaching kids, students, or adults about Jesus.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Five-by-seven-inch 
rectangles of poster board, 
4-inch squares of writing 
paper, wooden spring-
type clothespins, pencils 
or markers, a stapler, and 
wood glue

WRAP UP

 ›Pack Item 17: “World Map”

 ›DVD 

 ›CD

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to teach others about Jesus.
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