
Unit 2, Session 5

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Paul and his team encountered a slave girl in Philippi who was a pagan oracle. She had 

a “spirit of prediction” (fortune-telling), so her owners exploited her for money. Seeing 

Christians proclaiming the way of salvation, she announced that they were sent as 

slaves by the Most High God. 

After many days of the girl’s following Paul and Silas around, Paul exorcised the 

spirit from the girl, which put her owners out of business. They hauled Paul and Silas 

into court and accused them of disturbing the peace. The Roman magistrates had 

them whipped and thrown in jail. 

However, about midnight, Paul and Silas were worshiping together in jail—while 

their feet were in stocks. The other prisoners listened to them as they sang and 

prayed. Then a violent earthquake erupted and broke the chains of every prisoner! 

When the jailer saw what happened, he panicked. He feared all the prisoners had 

escaped, so he decided to kill himself. Paul, however, called out to him and assured 

him they were still there—every prisoner was still there. 

The grateful jailer rushed in and asked Paul and Silas how he could be saved. 

“Believe on Jesus,” they told the jailer. The jailer took them to his home. He cleaned 

the wounds Paul and Silas had received as a result of the beatings they had received. 

He invited them to share about Jesus with his family, and they were baptized 

together!

How can your worship be a testimony of your faith during hard times?  �������� 
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When is the most difficult time for you to share your testimony with others? ����

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 

Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

PAUL AND SILAS
IN PRISON

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to tell others about him, even when it is difficult.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 30

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Christians are called to tell 
the people of the world 
about Jesus. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:16-34 

 
CO

MMUNITY

A

N D W O RLD
 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE 
I can do everything through 
him who gives me strength. 
Philippians 4:13

UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8
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 ›Pack Item 14: “Take a Hike!”

 ›Two simple game markers 
such as paper clips, 
buttons, or marker caps

 ›DVD

 ›Two or more inflated 
balloons and a timer

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Take One Last Hike

1. Form two teams. Explain that this time teams will start at the top of the mountain 

and try to be the first to reach the bottom. A player on one team will spin the 

spinner and move the team’s game marker the number of spaces shown on 

the spinner. The player will name a Bible book that begins with that letter. Both 

teams must find that book in the Bible. The first team to find the book wins 

the challenge and gets to advance their marker two spaces from wherever it is. 

Play then will pass to the other team and someone from that team will spin the 

spinner, move their marker, name a Bible book, and so on.

2. Option: “Paul and Silas in Prison” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Win It in a Minute

1. Ask kids how easy it is for someone to keep a balloon in the air by bumping 

it with just one hand. Then ask how hard it might be for one person to keep 

two balloons in the air at once. Suggest that kids take turns trying to keep two 

balloons in the air for a minute. Remind the kids that they can use only one hand! 

Call for a volunteer to begin. Time the child as he keeps the balloons in the air. 

Note his time. If a child manages a whole minute, call time and tell him to stop. 

Let other kids take turns with the balloons. If you have a large group, invite kids 

or other teachers to keep time and provide additional balloons so more than one 

child can play at a time.

2. After every child has had a turn, ask whether the activity was easy or hard for 

them. Point out that what is easy for some people may be difficult for others. 

3. Explain that today’s Bible story is about a time when two people had something 

really difficult to do. Tell the kids that today they will learn that God wants people 

to tell others about Him, even when it is difficult.

►Show the “Paul and Silas in Prison: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 10-13 and 22: 
“Unit 2 Banner,” “Words 
to Use,” “Acts 1:8,” “Unit 2 
Questions,” and “Difficult 
Times” 

 ›Teaching Picture 9

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A large sheet of paper, 
1-by-8-inch paper strips, 
tape, and a marker

 ›Print Philippians 4:13 on 
the paper.

 ›Practice singing 
Philippians 4:13 to the 
tune of “Brother John:” 
I am able, I am able, to 
do all things, to do all 
things, through him who 
strengthens me, through 
him who strengthens me, 
Philippians 4:13, Philippians 
4:13.

 ›Make a paper chain with 
six or seven links.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

SING AND LEARN PHILIPPIANS 4:13
 • Lead the kids to sing “Words to Use” (track 4). 

 • Point to each word as you read Philippians 4:13 from the poster you made. 

Suggest the kids learn today’s verse by singing it to the tune of “Brother John.” 

Sing one phrase of the song at a time with kids echoing you. Sing the song again 

a few times.

INTRODUCE THE LIFE POINT
 • Read together the Acts 1:8 display. Ask what a “witness” is. (someone who tells 

what he knows) Tell the kids God wants people to tell others what they know 

about Jesus even when telling is difficult. 

 • Call for a volunteer to choose a “Difficult Times” card. Read the card. Ask whether 

it is a difficult time and what kids could do. Lead the kids to say Philippians 4:13 (or 

sing the song again). Continue with other cards in the same manner.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture.

 • Encourage kids to notice when you tell the part of the Bible story that is shown in 

the picture. 

 • Hold up the paper chain. Ask how hard it would be to break the chain. Ask how 

hard it would be if the chain were made of iron. Challenge the kids to listen for 

how chains were part of a difficult situation for Paul and Silas. 

 • Open your Bible to Acts 16. Tell the Bible story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul and Silas in Prison

As Paul and Silas would be going on their way to pray, a slave girl with an evil 

spirit would follow them, yelling out to them. This went on for days! Finally, 

Paul turned to her and healed her in Jesus’ name. 

Immediately, she was well, but the men who owned her were angry. People 

would pay them money for the things the slave girl would say and the way she 

would act. Now they could not use her to make a profit. The men grabbed Paul 

and Silas and dragged them to the officials at the marketplace.

“These men are disturbing our city,” the owners yelled. 

The officials ordered that Paul and Silas were to be beaten with rods and 

then thrown in jail. 

“Keep these men guarded,” the officials told the jailer. 
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The jailer put Paul and Silas in an inner cell. He even locked their feet in 

stocks.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God. The 

other prisoners were listening. Suddenly, an earthquake shook the ground so 

hard that the jail doors opened and everyone’s chains fell off!

The jailer woke up. He saw the open doors. Thinking the prisoners had 

escaped, he drew his sword to kill himself, but Paul yelled out, “Do not hurt 

yourself. We are all here!”

The jailer brought out Paul and Silas. “Sirs,” he asked, “What must I do to be 

saved?”

Paul and Silas said, “Believe on Jesus and you will be saved.” They told the 

jailer about Jesus. In fact, they told his whole family about Jesus. The jailer 

washed Paul and Silas’s wounds. All of the jailer’s family was baptized that very 

night. The jailer rejoiced!

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 6 : 1 6 - 3 4 

USE BIBLES TO EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
 • Ask kids how chains made a difficult situation for Paul and Silas. Direct the kids to 

find Acts 16:25 in their Bibles. Call on a volunteer to read the verse. Ask what Paul 

and Silas did while in that difficult situation.

►Show the “Paul and Silas in Prison: Life Action” video. 

 • Ask how kids can tell about God and share His love with people. Ask if Chuck said 

it would always be easy. Ask what might make it hard to tell someone about God.

REVIEW
 • Form teams of two. Ask the questions for this session. For each question, guide 

each team to decide on an answer and instruct them to go as a team to tell the 

answer to another team. Then ask one team to tell their answer and invite them 

to break a link in the chain. 

PRAY
 • Point out that Paul and Silas sang to God and praised Him. Lead the kids in prayer, 

asking God to help them whenever telling others about Him is difficult.

God wants PeoPle to tell others about him, even when it is difficult.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Take a Spin

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Lead the group to find today’s Bible story in their Bibles (Acts 16:16-34). Ask the 

kids to find verses that tell specific events from the story. Emphasize that the story 

is true and is in the Bible.

3. Point out the sections of the spinner. Explain that if the arrow points to the “Who” 

section, the player will name a person he can tell about Jesus. If the arrow points 

to “Where,” the player will name a place where he can tell about Jesus. If the 

arrow points to the “How,” the player will name a way to tell about Jesus, such 

as giving a Kids Activity Page to a friend or inviting someone to come to church. 

Let kids take turns spinning the arrow and responding. After a time, change the 

activity slightly: ask kids to name people who might be difficult to tell about 

Jesus, places where telling might be difficult, and ways that might be difficult.

4. Option: Guide the kids to make their own spinners.

5. Tell the kids that God has promised to help them be witnesses. Remind them that 

God wants people to tell others about Him, even when it is difficult.

CHOICE 2
►Telling About Jesus Tree

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Discuss times that telling about Jesus might be difficult. Lead the kids to discuss 

each of the situations on the “Difficult Times” cards.

3. Guide the kids to trace the leaf patterns on green paper, cut them out, and 

print things they could use to tell others about Jesus. (labels on water bottles, 

VBS invitations, Bibles, Christian DVDs, invitations to a church party, telephones, 

greeting cards, and so on) When a child is ready for a second leaf, suggest she 

print the name of a person to tell about Jesus, such as a friend, family member, 

or schoolmate. Encourage the kids to make additional leaves, naming people or 

ways of telling. Help the kids to punch holes in the leaves, thread yarn through 

the holes, and tie the leaves to the tree.

4. Emphasize that God wants people to tell others about Him, even when it is 

difficult. Tell the kids that God will help each person who wants to tell someone 

about Jesus. Display the tree in the department room.

5. If time remains, ask volunteers to recall facts about today’s Bible story of Paul and 

Silas in prison. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 23: “Spin It”

 ›Option: Card stock or 
heavy paper, markers, 
paper brads (fasteners), 
and paper clips

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 22: “Difficult 
Times”

 ›A tree branch anchored 
in a pot or can, light 
green construction paper, 
markers, a hole punch, 
scissors, and yarn

 ›Cut one or two leaf 
patterns from construction 
paper. (CD)
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CHOICE 3
►And the Answer Is…

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Play a game to review today’s Bible story. Help each child make a headband by 

taping or stapling the ends of a strip of paper. Explain that you will place a card 

so that it is sticking out of a child’s headband on her forehead and she cannot 

see it, but the group can see it. The child with the card on her forehead will ask 

questions that can be answered with a yes or no as she tries to guess the word. 

Tell the group that the first cards will name people in the Bible story. Place one of 

the cards in the headband of a child. Let the child guess as the other kids answer 

her questions. Continue with other volunteers until all the people cards have 

been guessed or told. 

3. Use the cards from the Bible story that name places or things and continue play.

4. Give each child a card. Instruct her to write on the back the name or initials of 

someone she can tell about Jesus.

5. Remind the kids that God wants people to tell others about Him, even when it is 

difficult.

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the photos as you read their captions. Comment that the Doves are a 

regular family. They have chosen to live in Norway so they can build relationships 

with people and tell them about Jesus. Form groups of two or three. Give each 

group a photo and invite the kids to pray for the Doves. 

►Show the “Paul and Silas in Prison: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Challenge the kids to ask God to help them tell people about Jesus.

 • Call on a teacher to pray, thanking God that He helps people when they ask.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • Ask God to guide you as you plan your teaching for the new unit of study that 

begins next week. Spend some time looking ahead to each story that will help 

kids learn about following God’s plan. If your church will promote at the end of 

this month, begin planning how you want to say goodbye to these kids.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Note cards, a marker, 2-by-
18-inch strips of paper, 
and tape or staples

 ›On note cards, print these 
words and phrases, one 
word or phrase per card: 
Paul, Silas, prisoners, slave 
girl, jailer, slave owners, jail/
prison, market place, jailer’s 
home, chains, earthquake, 
sword, jail doors, prayed, 
sang, believed, baptized, 
healed, put in prison. (CD)

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›CD

 ›Print the “Dove Family 
Photos” from the CD.

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to tell others about him, even when it is difficult.
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