
Unit 2, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The sign reads, VISITING HOURS: SUNDAYS, 2–5 p.m. Every week hundreds of women 

and children arrive to visit their husbands and fathers who are serving time in the 

state penitentiary. Sadly, some inmates’ crimes are so terrible they will never be 

released. Some may even face execution.

Peter’s only “crime” was preaching the good news of Jesus. However, King Herod 

Agrippa I, in order to appease the Jewish leaders, harshly persecuted the believers 

around Jerusalem. He first had James, the brother of John, executed (Acts 12:1-3). 

Then he arrested Peter, intending to do the same to him.

God, however, had other plans. Around midnight an angel woke Peter from 

a deep sleep, broke his chains, told him to get dressed, and then led him past the 

guards. The prison gate miraculously opened, and Peter was free. When drowsy Peter 

realized what had happened, he immediately headed for Mary’s (John Mark’s mother) 

house where believers were intently praying for him. He knocked on the door, and a 

servant girl named Rhoda came to see who it was. She was so excited that she forgot 

to let Peter in and ran back to tell everyone he was free! At first, no one believed her, 

saying she was either deranged or seeing angels. Peter kept knocking, and when they 

let him inside, they rejoiced.

Do you think Peter was afraid to die? Why or why not?  ��������������������
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God sometimes answers prayers in ways we don’t expect. Why?  �������������
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Why did God save Peter but not James?  �������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to Pray for one another.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 2

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God has concern and care for 
all people.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 12:5-19 
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WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Pray for each other. 
James 5:16

UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8
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 ›Pack Item 14: “Take a Hike!”

 ›A game marker, such as a 
paper clip, a button, or a 
marker cap

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Large sheets of 
construction paper, a 
marker, tape, and pencils

 ›Print these words on 
papers, one word per 
sheet: Mother, Father, 
Teacher, Neighbor, Sister, 
Brother, Grandparent, 
Cousin, Classmate. (CD)

 ›Display the posters around 
the room.

TEACHING TIP
Some kids in your class may 
keep up better with a Visual 
Schedule. (CD)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Take a Hike!

1. Explain that kids can work as a team to move the game marker as far up the 

mountain as time allows. One child will spin the spinner and move the game 

marker along the path the number of spaces shown on the spinner. The player 

must then name a Bible book that begins with the letter in the space on which 

the marker lands. The next player will spin the spinner, move the game marker 

the number of spaces indicated, and name a Bible book that begins with the 

letter on the new space. Play will continue in this manner until the marker reaches 

the top of the mountain. Tell the kids they can look in the Table of Contents in a 

Bible as needed. 

2. Point out that the Unit 2 Bible stories all come from the Book of Acts.

3. Option: “People Prayed for Peter” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Survey It

1. Point out the posters around the room. Add additional posters with the names of 

the kids who are present. 

2. Explain that the group will participate in a survey about prayer. Distribute 

pencils. Direct the kids to make a tally mark on each poster that names someone 

for whom they can pray and to draw a smiley face on each poster that names 

someone for whom they have already prayed. Explain that kids can make both 

symbols on the same poster. 

3. Play music of your choice and allow a few minutes for kids to make their marks.

4. Call the group together. Move to the different posters and count the tally marks 

and the smiley faces. Ask the kids how it feels to know that others could pray for 

them. Tell the kids that today they will learn that God wants people to pray for 

one another.

►Show the “People Prayed for Peter: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 10-13 and 15: 
“Unit 2 Banner,” “Words 
to Use,” “Acts 1:8,” “Unit 
2 Questions,” and “Bible 
Story Circles” 

 ›Teaching Picture 5

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Paper cut into 1-by-3-inch 
strips, a marker, and a gift 
bag

 ›On each strip of paper, 
print a different prayer 
request: Pray for your 
pastor; Pray for your 
parents; Pray for people 
who are sick; Pray for 
people who are lonely; 
Pray for people who need 
food; Pray for people who 
tell about Jesus in other 
countries; Pray for someone 
here today; Pray for your 
teachers. (CD)

 ›Place the strips in the gift 
bag.

 ›Option: Use specific 
prayer requests from 
Missionary Kids. These 
may be found on the IMB 
website at www.imb.org. 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE STUDY
 • Read aloud the “Being on Mission” banner. Explain that during the Unit 2 study, 

kids will learn about Bible people who were on a mission to tell about Jesus.

 • Lead the group to sing “Words to Use” (track 4).

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture.

 • Ask what the kids see in the picture. 

 • Place the “Bible Story Circles” on the floor. Explain that part of the story happened 

in a home and part of it happened in a jail. Open your Bible to Acts 12 as you tell 

the story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: People Prayed for Peter

[Point to the house picture.] The church people prayed for Peter. They knew the 

king had already killed one of the disciples. Now Peter was in jail. They feared 

that the king would kill Peter, too. 

[Point to the jail picture.] Peter fell asleep, bound with chains, between two 

soldiers. Other soldiers stood guard outside the door. Suddenly, an angel 

appeared. The angel woke Peter and said, “Quick! Get up!”

The chains fell from Peters hands. “Put on your clothes and sandals,” the 

angel said. “Wrap your robe around you. Follow me!”

Peter thought he was dreaming, but he followed the angel. The angel led 

Peter past the first guard post. Nothing happened. They passed the second 

guard post. Nothing happened. They came to an iron gate that opened all 

by itself! The angel took Peter down one of the city streets. Then the angel 

disappeared and left Peter standing in the street.

Peter realized that this was real! God had sent an angel to rescue him! Peter 

hurried to the house where the church people were praying. [Point to the house 

picture.] He knocked at the door of the gateway. Rhoda, a servant girl, came to 

answer. She recognized Peter’s voice and ran to tell the others. But she was so 

excited that she forgot to open the gate! Peter kept knocking. When the others 

finally opened the door, they were amazed.

Peter told how God had rescued him. Then Peter left to go to a safer place.

The next morning, the soldiers were confused. Where was Peter? What had 

happened to him? The king punished the men for letting Peter escape. 

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 2 : 5 - 1 9 
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Connect with other Bible 
Studies For Life: Kids users 
on Facebook! facebook.com/
biblestudiesforlifekids. 

REVIEW
 • Show the Teaching Picture again. Let kids tell the part of the Bible story shown. 

 • Call attention again to the “Bible Story Circles.” Explain that you will read several 

questions and as the kids answer, you will ask them to place each question card 

near the circle that shows where that part of the story took place. 

APPLY BIBLE TRUTHS
►Show the “People Prayed for Peter: Life Action” video. 

 • Tell the kids that prayer partners are two or more people who agree to pray for 

each other. Ask who Lindy was praying for. (Dr. Macklamore) Ask who God wants 

His followers to pray for. (each other)

►Learn the Weekly Verse, James 5:16.

 • If your kids are good at using their Bibles, lead them to find James 5:16. 

 • Explain that this verse tells exactly what the Life Point says: God wants people to 

pray for one another

 • Read aloud the four words about praying for one another in the middle of the 

verse and instruct the kids to echo you. Suggest the kids point to one finger at 

a time as they say the four words and then point to their thumbs as they say the 

Bible reference. Repeat the verse a couple times. Let volunteers take turns saying 

the verse on their own. 

INTRODUCE THE UNIT VERSE
 • Guide the group to read Acts 1:8 with you from the display. Point out the phrase 

about being witnesses for Jesus. Explain that being a witness for Jesus means 

telling what you know about Him. Say the verse together again.

PRAY
 • Remind the kids that God wants people to pray for one another. Call for a 

volunteer to take a paper strip from the bag and read it aloud. Ask kids what they 

might pray for that person. Continue with other paper strips.

 • Invite the kids to pray silently for one or two people. Pause as kids think their 

prayers. Say amen.

God wants PeoPle to Pray for one another.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Triple Pick Prayers

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Remind the kids that God wants people to pray for one another. Ask who in 

today’s Bible story prayed for someone. Invite the kids to name people or groups 

of people for whom they can pray. Print each suggestion on a different craft stick. 

Possible answers are parents, brothers, sisters, neighbors, friends, sick people, 

lonely people, and those who need to know Jesus. Place the sticks in one bag.

3. Explain that you have a second bag with sticks that tell different ways people can 

pray. Into a third bag, place a blank stick for each child in the group. Draw a heart 

on one of these sticks.

4. Let each child in the group choose a stick from the third bag. Explain that the 

child who chooses the stick with the heart will also choose a stick from each of 

the other bags. Explain that the group will then pray for the person or people 

named on the chosen stick in the way mentioned on the other stick. Begin the 

choosing process. Lead the kids to pray in the way indicated on the sticks. (For 

Read a prayer, try Psalm 4:1.) Be sure the kids understand that you are really 

praying, not just doing an activity.

CHOICE 2 
►Living Statues

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Remind the kids that God wants people to pray for one another just as the church 

people prayed for Peter. Guide kids to list different scenes in today’s Bible story. 

(Peter asleep in prison; the people praying; Peter following the angel from the jail; 

Peter knocking; Rhoda forgetting to answer the door; and the people finding Peter at 

the gate.) 

3. Suggest that the kids pose the scenes they named. Begin with the first scene. 

Discuss what and who to include in the scene. Decide who will be each person in 

the scene and what each person will be doing. Explain that kids will act the parts 

of the Bible people, but they will freeze in place whenever you give the signal. 

Allow the kids to move into place. Say: “Freeze.” If there are other kids in the 

group, ask them to tell how the people in the scene might be feeling. Say: “Cut,” 

and ask the players to unfreeze. Plan and present other scenes in the same way. 

4. Gather the kids and ask which scene they liked best and why. Encourage the kids 

to remember that God wants them to pray for one another.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Craft sticks, a marker, three 
bags, paper, pencils, and 
markers or crayons

 ›Print each of these prayer 
activities on a craft stick 
and place them in a bag, 
one prayer activity per 
stick: Say a prayer; Think a 
prayer; Write a prayer; Draw 
a prayer; Sing a prayer; 
Read a prayer.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›No materials are necessary, 
but simple Bible costumes 
can add to the enjoyment 
of this activity.
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CHOICE 3
►My Prayer Bag

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Remind the kids that God wants people to pray for one another just as the church 

people did for Peter. Suggest that the boys and girls make a prayer bag to use 

during the coming week to help them pray for others. Distribute seven cards to 

each child. Instruct the kids to print a different day of the week at the top of each 

card. 

3. Print Family on a sheet of paper. Ask kids what kinds of things they might pray for 

their families. List their suggestions. Print Missionaries on another sheet of paper. 

List kids’ suggestions of things they might pray for missionaries. Continue with 

other people groups such as People Who Are Sick, People Who Are Lonely, Friends, 

Church Helpers, and People Who are Poor. Direct the kids to print a different people 

group and a prayer request on each card. 

4. Give each child a file folder. Show the kids how to tape the sides together to form 

a pocket. Help each child to cut a slot in the top of her file folder/pocket (about 

one inch by four inches). Explain that the slot can be a handle. Encourage the 

kids to decorate the file folder/pockets as suitcases. Give each child a travel tag to 

attach to the handle. Tell the kids to place their cards inside the pockets. Explain 

that they can remove a card each day and pray for that person or those people. 

WRAP UP
► Missions Emphasis:

 • Read the missions story (CD) or show the video “Dove Boys Share Norway.”

 • Invite kids to tell if they have ever been able to talk with someone about Jesus. 

 • Pray that William Dove will have many opportunities to tell friends about Jesus. 

►Show the “People Prayed for Peter: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Lead the group to say the Life Point: God wants people to pray for one another.

 • Ask a volunteer to pray that kids in the group will remember to pray for others 

this week.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week: 

 • Pray for each child by name. Pray for each child’s family. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 › Index note cards, pens 
or thin markers, 7 large 
sheets of paper, a file 
folder for each child, tape, 
and scissors

 ›Use the note cards to 
make simple travel tags 
such as those attached to 
suitcases. 

 ›Option: Print the tags 
from the (CD).

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›CD

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to Pray for one another.
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