
Unit 3, Session 4

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
In the summer of 1967, the Beatles led the world in singing: “All you need is love.” This 

song actually came about from a request for the group to come up with a song that 

could be understood by people of all nations. What is it that all people want? Love.

     Where can people find the type of love they are searching for? The Bible tells us 

that God is love. It is not just something He does but what He is. He created us to have 

a loving relationship with Him.

     The Bible has been referred to as God’s love letter to us. In it He tells us He loves 

us, and He shows us how He demonstrates His love for us. Through the Bible, we can 

know Him and find His instructions on how to live. 

     Second Timothy tells us that Christ came to save us, not because of anything we 

have done but because of God’s grace. Why would God voluntarily send His Son to 

suffer and die for us? There is only one answer: Love. (Read Romans 5:8.)

     So how can people understand that God loves them? Read the Bible.

     Think about which verses in the Bible help you understand God’s love. Read and 

meditate on those verses. How does the living God demonstrate His love to you 

today?  �����������������������������������������������������������

     How can you help children understand the significance of the Scripture in this age 

of texting, email, and social media?  ��������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

     How can you communicate the love of God to the children in your class in a way 

that they can understand?  ��������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL WROTE A LETTER
TO TIMOTHY

LIFE POINT: tHe bible Helps people understand God loves tHem.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 26

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The Bible helps me know 
more about God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Timothy 1:1-15; 3:14-17

BIBLE

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Give thanks to the God of 
heaven. His love endures 
forever. 
Psalm 136:26

UNIT VERSE
Give thanks to the God of 
heaven. His love endures 
forever. 
Psalm 136:26
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 ›Pack Item 31: “Books of the 
Bible”

 ›A balloon or beach ball 

 ›DVD

 ›Pack Item 28: “Psalm 
136:26”

 ›Half-sheets of paper, 
scissors, and a marker

 ›Print the words of Psalm 
136:26 on the half-sheets 
of paper, one word per 
paper. Place the papers 
around the room.

 ›OPTION: Use two different 
colors and make two sets 
of words. Form two teams 
and assign a color to each 
team to find.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►UP IN THE AIR

1. Gather in the middle of the room. You will need space to play this game.

2. Explain that the kids must try to keep the balloon in the air for as long as they 

can without letting it touch the ground. Every time the balloon is touched, 

you will name a book of the Bible. When the balloon touches the ground, boys 

and girls will use their Bibles to look up the last book that you named. 

3. Options: Name the books in order beginning with Genesis; name them in 

order beginning with Matthew; name Paul’s letters—if you get to the last one, 

start again; name the Minor Prophets; and so forth.

4. Option: “Paul Wrote a Letter to Timothy” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►WHO LOVES YOU? 

1. Point to or show the mini-poster of the Unit Verse. Tell the kids that the words 

of the verse are hidden around the room and the kids must find them, but 

they must do it in a certain way: they must find the first word first, then the 

second word and so on. Explain that for each word you will choose two kids 

to move around the room looking. If they can see where the word is, the other 

kids can give “hot” or “cold” clues. 

2. Pick two kids to find the first word. When they find it, instruct them to bring 

it back to the group. Choose two different kids to find the second word. 

Continue until the kids have found the entire verse.

3. Lead the kids to read the verse together. Ask Who the verse says loves them. 

(God) Explain that this verse and others tell people that God loves them. Point 

out that some people like to think of the whole Bible as a love letter from God 

to people.

4. Tell the kids that this week’s Bible story is a letter that Paul wrote to Timothy 

and that the kids will be learning that the Bible helps people understand God 

loves them.

►Show the “Paul Wrote a Letter to Timothy: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 26–29 and 31: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “His Love 
Is Eternal,” “Psalm 136:26,” 
“Unit 3 Questions,” and 
“Books of the Bible”

 ›Teaching Pictures 10–13

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Paper and a marker

 ›Print the following 
instructions on pieces of 
paper, one instruction 
per paper. Bob your head. 
Stand on one foot. Turn 
around 3 times. Tiptoe for 
5 steps. Walk backwards. 
Touch your elbow with your 
knee. Wad each paper into 
a ball.

 ›OPTION: Use a permanent 
marker to print the 
instructions on a beach 
ball. Toss the ball to a child. 
When she catches it, she 
must follow the instruction 
that is closest to her right 
thumb.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

REVIEW AND SING
 • Lead the kids to read the unit banner. Point out that this month the kids have 

been learning that God loves the world. Remind the kids that God wants people 

to be involved in His work; He wants people to pray for missionaries; and He 

made a way for people to become Christians by receiving Jesus as Lord.

 • Show Teaching Pictures 10–12 and ask the kids to recall facts about each story. 

►Sing

 • Lead the group to sing “His Love Is Eternal” (track 7).

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
 • Explain that Paul wrote 13 letters that are collected in the Bible, and that God’s 

Spirit had guided Paul in what to write in each one. Ask if anyone can name the 

13 letters that Paul wrote. Indicate the “Books of the Bible” poster and point to 

each book from Romans to Philemon as you name them in order. Tell the kids that 

today’s story is a letter that is called 2 Timothy in the Bible.

 • Open your Bible to 2 Timothy and tell the Bible story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul Wrote a Letter to Timothy 

The Apostle Paul was in prison because he had preached about Jesus and 

angered a crowd of Jews. While in prison, he wrote a letter to Timothy. 

Paul had known Timothy for a long time and loved him like a son. Paul wrote 

Timothy to encourage him and give him advice on how to serve Jesus. Paul 

said that he thanked God for Timothy every time he prayed. 

Paul reminded Timothy that his faith began with Timothy’s grandmother Lois 

and his mother Eunice. Since Timothy was a child, his mother and grandmother 

helped him to know about God by teaching him from the Scriptures.

Paul reminded Timothy that the Bible is God’s message for people. God’s 

Holy Spirit showed men what to write. The Bible tells people about God’s love 

and how they can know Him through Jesus. The Bible tells people to obey God 

and do what pleases Him. The Bible teaches people how to live. 

Paul encouraged Timothy to keep believing what he had been taught about 

Jesus and to continue doing what he had been taught. Paul also encouraged 

Timothy not to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus, but to be ready to tell others 

about Jesus. God would help him.

B A S E D  O N  2  T I M O T H Y  1 : 1 - 1 5 ;  3 : 1 4 - 1 7
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LIFE POINT

►Point to the Teaching Picture. 

 • Ask kids if they think the person is Paul or Timothy. Ask why.

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
►Show the “Paul Wrote a Letter to Timothy: Life Action” video.  

 • Where did Louise say was the best place to learn about God? (in the Bible) Ask 

what Tate said people could learn about in the Bible. (to understand God’s love) 

Ask who the Bible says God loves. (everyone). 

 • Ask where the Gumshoe Land kids could have learned all those things. (from the 

Bible)

►Use Bibles and practice the Unit Verse.

 • Show kids how to open their Bibles to the middle to find the Book of Psalms. 

Guide them to find Psalm 136:26. Read or say the verse together. Ask what the 

verse tells people to do. (thank God). Say the verse together. Ask why the verse 

says to give thanks to God. (His love lasts forever.) Say the verse together. 

►Pray

 • Ask for a volunteer to pray, thanking God that He loves us. Close the prayer time 

by leading the kids to say the verse one last time, quietly, as a prayer.

REVIEW
►Play a Review Game

 • Place the paper balls you prepared in the center of the group. Invite a child to 

choose any ball and toss it to someone else. Explain that everyone will count each 

time the ball is tossed. On the fifth toss, the person who has the ball must open 

it and read it (or ask you to read it) to the group. You will read a question for this 

session, and everyone who knows the answer must do the action that was read 

until you call on someone to answer. 

 • After the correct answer is given, invite another child to choose a paper ball and 

begin again.

 • If time remains, use review questions for other sessions of Unit 3. 

tHe bible Helps people understand God loves tHem.
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►A Letter From God

1. Complete the activities on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask the kids if they have ever gotten a letter in the mail. Explain that it’s fun 

to receive a letter that someone has written to you. God has written the Bible 

for us. Tell the kids that the Bible is not only a guide for how to live, but it also 

shows God’s great love for people.  

3. Give each child a sheet of paper. Demonstrate how to fold it in half to cut out 

a heart shape. Guide kids to write at the top of their hearts, Dear �������, 

putting their own names in the space. Tell kids to leave space in the middle, 

and to write Love, God at the bottom. 

4. Help the kids to find and read each of the “Love Verses.” Talk about what God 

says about love in each verse. (A brief explanation is on each card.) Help each 

child choose a verse, copy it in her letter, and place the heart into an envelope. 

You or the child can put her address on the envelope so that you can mail 

God’s letter to her this week.

5. Pray, thank God for the Bible that helps people understand that God loves them.

CHOICE 2 
►Bag Book 

1. Complete the activities on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Explain that just like Timothy in the Bible story today, many kids have learned 

about the Bible since they were very young. Ask what Bible stories the kids 

can remember. Make a list of the stories the group mentions. 

3. Explain that the kids can make a book of Bible story pictures. Help each child 

to choose a story to illustrate. Be prepared to offer ideas on how they can 

draw their Bible stories. Guide kids to include the name of the Bible story they 

drew and if possible the Scripture reference where it can be found.

4. Insert the completed pictures into the food storage bags. Use a hole punch to 

make three holes evenly at the edge of each bag. Hint: Use the edge of the 

bags that are opposite of the opening. Connect the bag pages with binder 

rings. “Read” the finished book. Ask if the kids would like to keep it in the 

room or present it to a preschool department.

5. Thank God for giving the Bible to people to help them understand that God 

loves them.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 36: “Love Verses”

 ›Paper, pencils, markers or, 
crayons, and envelopes

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Plastic food storage bags, 
heavyweight paper cut 
to fit in the bags you 
have, pencils, markers or 
crayons, hole punch, and 
binder rings

 ›OPTIONS: 

 - Use lightweight poster 
board instead of paper.

 - Use page protectors 
with 8 1/2-by-11-inch 
paper.
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LIFE POINT

CHOICE 3
►Deliver the Letters Bible Skills Game

1. Complete the activities on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Form two teams. Explain that the kids will deliver “letters” to a mailbox. Give 

each team a box and ask the kids to pretend it is a mailbox. Point out that 

the “letters” they must deliver are the books of the Bible that make up Paul’s 

Letters and General Letters. 

3. One person on each team will roll a number cube. The player will put that 

many letters in his spoon, carefully walk to the mailbox, and drop the letters 

in. (If there are not as many letters left as the number cube indicates, the 

player should take all that remain.) Explain that any letters that drop on the 

ground cannot be picked up. 

4. Play until all letters have been delivered. Empty the mailbox and count how 

many letters each group delivered. Guide the kids to sort Paul’s Letters from 

the General Letters, and put each group in correct order. Play again.

5. Thank God for the Bible that helps people understand that God loves them.

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis:

 • Help kids find 2 Timothy 1:7 in their Bibles. Aak a child to read the verse aloud. 

 • Ask if it is ever hard to tell people about Jesus. Ask what scares kids about telling 

people about Jesus. Ask if it is easier to talk about God at home or at school. 

 • Ask God to help kids not be afraid to tell people about Him. Ask Him to help 

missionaries in Egypt where it is hard to tell people about Jesus . 

►Show the “Paul Wrote a Letter to Timothy: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Show the kids your Bible. Remind them that the Bible is God’s message to people. 

Lead the group to say Psalm 136:26 loudly as a praise to God.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ page to their parents.

►This week:

 • Contact each child this week by letter or postcard. Remind them that the Bible 

shows God’s great love for them.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 37: “New 
Testament Letters” 

 ›Two number cubes, 
two plastic spoons, two 
oatmeal boxes or tissue 
boxes, and scissors

 ›OPTION: Tape and paper 
to cover the boxes.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

tHe bible Helps people understand God loves tHem.
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