
Unit 3, Session 3

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
How did you first hear about salvation through Jesus? Was it from a relative or friend? 

Maybe it was from your pastor or Bible study leader.

In Acts 16, Paul and his companions were in Philippi. On the Sabbath, they went 

to a place by the river where women met to pray. One of the women there was Lydia. 

Scripture tells us that Lydia worshiped God, but then we see her conversion. How 

could she worship God and not be a Christian? Lydia worshiped God with what she 

knew at the time, but she still needed Jesus. Lydia was a religious woman, but religion 

by itself isn’t enough to be saved. People become Christians only by receiving Jesus as 

Lord and Savior.

Verse 14 tells us that Lydia’s heart was ready to respond to Paul’s message. This 

prompting is done by God’s Holy Spirit. When you heard about salvation through 

Jesus, the Lord opened your heart to respond to the message. You as a teacher (like 

Paul was), are God’s instrument to share the message of salvation. God brings the 

conviction, and His desire is that all come to repentance (see 2 Peter 3:9). Pray for the 

children in your class to have open hearts to the truth about Jesus so they can one day 

accept Him as Savior and Lord.

Reflect on your salvation story. Thank God for opening your heart to hear and 

understand.

How can you help the children in your class to better understand how to become 

a Christian?  ��������������������������������������������������������

How can you be prepared to share the plan of salvation with the kids you teach? 

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL TAUGHT LYDIA
ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: people can become cHristians by receivinG Jesus as tHeir savior and lord.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 19

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God provided a way for 
people to become Christians 
because He loves them. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:11-15

SALVATION

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
“Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 
Romans 10:13

UNIT VERSE
Give thanks to the God of 
heaven. His love endures 
forever. 
Psalm 136:26
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 ›2 cookie sheets that will 
attract magnets and 
magnetic letters

 ›Option: Before the 
session, think of Bible book 
names, pull letters to spell 
those names, and place 
each set in an envelope.

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A gift wrapped box or a 
gift bag

 ›OPTION: If your group is 
larger, use two or more 
wrapped boxes or gift 
bags. When the music 
stops, each child with a 
gift should tell about a gift 
she received.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►SPELL IT OUT

1. Form two teams and give each team a cookie sheet.

2. Secretly think of two Bible book names. Choose magnetic letters to spell each 

name and give one set to each team. (Option: If you have enough letters, and 

prefer, think of one book name and give each team an identical set of letters.)

At your signal, the teams must unscramble the letters to discover the book 

name, tell if the book is in the Old or the New Testament, and find that book in 

the Bible.

3. Play several times. Tell the kids that the first four books of the New Testament 

are called the Gospels. They tell about the life of Jesus. Explain that the 

Bible story today is found in the Book of Acts. Acts is the only book of New 

Testament History. Point out that the weekly Bible verse is found in Romans. 

4. Option: “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►IT’S A GIFT 

1. Guide the kids to sit in a circle. Give the gift wrapped box to a child. Instruct 

the kids that when the music starts they will pass the box to the child sitting 

next to them. They will continue passing the gift until the music stops. 

Encourage the child who is holding the gift when the music stops to tell about 

a gift he has received. (Teachers can play and should also tell about gifts they 

have received). Play several times.

2. Suggest that people like getting gifts. Explain that usually a gift will fit in a 

box, but that sometimes a gift is something that can’t be wrapped. Explain 

that today’s story tells about someone who received something that would 

not go into a box. It was something that Christians think is the best gift ever.

3. Tell the kids that today they will be learning that people can become 

Christians by receiving Jesus as their Savior and Lord

►Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 26–29: “Unit 
3 Banner,” “His Love Is 
Eternal,” “Psalm 136:26,” 
and “Unit 3 Questions” 

 ›Teaching Picture 12

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Construction paper and a 
marker

 ›Print True on one sheet 
of paper and False on the 
other. Attach them to 
opposite walls. 

 ›OPTION: Make a river with 
blue paper or a blue sheet 
and place it in the area you 
will tell the Bible story.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE SESSION
 • Read the unit banner together, “God Loves the World.” Point to the Psalm 

136:26 poster and lead the kids to read or say the verse with you. 

 • Pray and thank God for His love.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
 • Explain that today’s story happened by a river. Invite the group to sit on the floor 

next to the blue paper or sheet and pretend to be sitting by a river.

 • Open your Bible to Acts 16 and tell the story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus

While on the second missionary journey, Paul and his helpers set sail from Troas 

to Philippi. Philippi was a very large and busy city in Macedonia. 

Paul and his friends stayed in the city for several days. On the Sabbath day, 

they went outside the city to a river. They expected to find a place of prayer. 

They discovered a group of women by the river. Paul sat down and began to 

speak to the women gathered there. One of the women was named Lydia. 

Lydia was a merchant from Thyatira. She sold cloth which had been dyed 

purple. Only the very rich could afford to buy purple cloth. 

Lydia was a worshiper of God. As she was listening to Paul teach, God’s Holy 

Spirit helped her to pay attention and understand Paul’s teaching about Jesus. 

She believed that Jesus was the Son of God. Lydia became the first Christian in 

Philippi.

Her entire household believed, too. Then she and everyone in her household 

were baptized, and Lydia invited Paul and his friends to come and stay at her 

home.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 6 : 11 - 1 5

EXPLORE THE BIBLE TRUTH
►Show the Teaching Picture.

 • Ask kids who the people are and what they are doing in the picture. 

 • Suggest the kids try to pose like the people in the picture. Decide who will be 

each person in the picture. Talk about the expressions the people have in the 

picture, or might have had that day. If the kids would like, invite kids who did not 

pose the first time to do so now, or invite kids to choose different people to be 

this time. 
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LIFE POINT

TEACHING TIP
You can download a 
kid-friendly gospel 
presentation at lifeway.com/ 
kidsgospelpresentation.

 • Ask if the kids can pose like they are telling someone they know today about 

Jesus. 

 • Point out that when people hear about Jesus they have the choice to become 

Christians by receiving Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

LEARN ROMANS 10:13 
 • Guide kids to find Romans 10:13 in their Bibles. Ask a volunteer to read the verse 

aloud. Lead the kids to say the verse. Ask the boys to say the verse. Then ask the 

girls. Lead everyone to say the verse together again. Ask who the Bible says can 

be saved. (Say the verse.)

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT AND SING
►Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: Life Action” video.  

 • Ask what Finn said about becoming a Christian. (Anyone can become a Christian by 

receiving Jesus as their Savior and Lord.)

 • Ask who kids could talk to about becoming a Christian. (parents or other family, 

the pastor or other church staff, or Sunday School teachers, just to name a few) 

►If appropriate for your group, share the plan of salvation.

 • Tell the group that God created everything and everyone, but people have 

chosen to disobey God. This is called sin. Sin separates us from God. God loves us 

and sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Jesus died on the cross, and God raised 

Him from the dead.  Because of what Jesus did, we can be forgiven.

 • Suggest that any child who would like to know more about becoming a Christian 

can talk to a parent, with you or another teacher, your pastor, or another staff 

member. 

►Sing and pray. 

 • Lead the kids to stand and sing “His Love Is Eternal” (track 7).

 • Thank God for loving us and sending His Son, Jesus.

REVIEW AND PRAY
 • Gather in the middle of the room. Point out the True and False signs. Explain that 

you will read True and False questions about the story. The kids will then go stand 

by the sign they think is correct. If the statement is false, ask a volunteer to state it 

correctly. After each question, return to the middle of the room.

people can become cHristians by receivinG Jesus as tHeir savior and lord.

B I B L E  S T U D I E S  F O R  L I F E  1s t  &  2nd  G R A D E    81
© 2018 LifeWay



LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Giant A-B-C  Hangers

1. Complete the activities on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask if the kids have heard the ABCs of Becoming a Christian. Listen to their 

responses, then recap their explanations or explain that the A stands for admit 

to God that you are a sinner and repent. Ask a volunteer to find and read 

Romans 3:23. Point out that B stands for believe that Jesus is the Son of God 

and accept God’s gift of forgiveness from sin. Choose a different volunteer to 

find and read John 3:16. Explain that C stands for confess your faith in Jesus 

Christ as Savior and Lord. Ask a third child to find and read Romans 10:9-10.

3. On the giant A, ask a child to print Admit to God that you are a sinner. Romans 

3:23. On the B ask a child to print Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and accept 

God’s gift of forgiveness from sin. John 3:16. On the C ask someone to print 

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Romans 10:9-10. 

4. Encourage the kids to add colorful designs to each letter. Help them use tape 

and yarn or fishing line to hang the letters from the ceiling.

CHOICE 2 
►ABC Tri-Fold

1. Complete the activities on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask why it is important to tell people about Jesus. (So that they know about 

God’s love and believe in Jesus.) Ask how kids learn about Jesus. (from the Bible, 

parents, Sunday School teachers, the pastor, and so on) Ask who kids can tell 

about Jesus. (Answers will vary, but should include friends and family.)

3. Ask if the kids have heard the ABCs of Becoming a Christian. Ask a child to 

open the Bible to a bookmark and read the verse aloud. Ask if the verse goes 

best with Admit, Believe, or Confess. Continue with the other bookmarks.

4. Give each child two file folders. Demonstrate how to tape the back page of 

one folder over the front page of the other folder, making three connected 

pages. Tell the kids to open their pages and print on one page A—Admit: 

Romans 3:23. Tell them to print on the second page B—Believe: John 3:16; 

and on the third to print C—Confess: Romans 10:9-10. Kids can add pictures of 

Jesus, Paul, or Lydia if they like.

5. Show the kids how to fold the pages and tape the edges of the outer pages to 

make a three-sided structure they can take home.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Scissors, tape, markers, 
3 paper strips, 3 poster 
boards, and yarn or fishing 
line

 ›Bookmark Romans 3:23, 
John 3:16, and Romans 
10:9-10.

 ›From poster boards, cut a 
giant A, B, and C.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›File folders (two per child), 
tape, 3 paper strips, and 
markers or crayons

 ›On the paper strips print 
the following references, 
one reference per strip: 
Romans 3:23; John 3:16; 
Romans 10:9-10. Use the 
strips to bookmark the 
verses in a Bible.
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LIFE POINT

CHOICE 3
►It’s a Toss Up! Review Game

1. Complete the activities on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Point out that this month the kids have been learning about Paul, the first 

missionary. Explain that the group will play a game to see what they can recall 

about the Bible stories they have heard. Give each child four pieces of paper. 

Ask them to write a different number on each piece of paper. Say that it can 

be a small number, but that a big number might be more exciting! Direct kids 

to wad each piece of paper into a ball, and give them all to you. 

3. Ask a volunteer to hold a laundry basket or container over her head. Form two 

teams. Guide the teams to take turns trying to answer the questions from each 

session. When a team answers a question correctly, you will say “Go” and kids 

on the team will try to toss paper balls into the basket while you count to five. 

You will remove any paper balls that made it into the basket before you got to 

five. The kids will open them and read how many points they made, then wad 

them back into balls to use again as you ask the other team the next question. 

On each turn, choose a new volunteer to hold the basket. 

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis

 • Show the “Can’t Stop Them” video (DVD, Missions tab) or state that there 

are many people in Egypt that do not like Christians. It can be dangerous for 

Christians to tell people about Jesus. Pray for Christians in Egypt.

►Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Remind the kids that people can become Christians by receiving Jesus as their 

Savior and Lord. 

 • Together, repeat Romans 10:13.

 • Pray that people everywhere will hear about Jesus and believe.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • Pray for the kids in your class along with their families. Pray especially for parents 

who may not be saved. Ask God to help each one to know Jesus as his or her 

personal Lord and Savior.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 29: “Unit 3 
Questions”

 ›A laundry basket or other 
container, paper, and 
markers or crayons

BONUS CHOICE 
“ABC Twist Puzzle” (CD) 
You will need clean tall 
chip cans (or pool noodles 
cut in 9-inch lengths) 1 
per child, copies of the CD 
item, scissors, and tape. 
Instructions for the activity 
are on the CD.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

people can become cHristians by receivinG Jesus as tHeir savior and lord.
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