
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Have you ever known anyone who was a missionary? Missionaries may be single or 

married. They might have young children, grandchildren, or no children. Some may 

like chocolate while others prefer vanilla. They are ordinary people who make an 

extraordinary commitment of devoting their lives to sharing Jesus with others from 

other cultures. 

Missionaries often sacrifice being close to family, plus the luxury of certain 

comforts and conveniences, because of their passion for Jesus and their love for 

nonbelievers. It is important for us to remember that many missionaries face danger, 

ridicule, and persecution almost daily. Some literally put their lives on the line so 

others can know Christ. We must be faithful to pray for missionaries. We also must be 

faithful to teach the next generation to pray for missionaries. 

How can we pray for missionaries? We need to pray for the safety of those serving 

around the world. We should pray for their health and their monetary provisions. 

We can pray for the kids of missionaries. Ask God to encourage them when they feel 

lonely or discouraged and to help them as they lead others to Jesus. Then teach the 

children in your class how to pray for them. God wants faithful Christians to pray for 

missionaries.

What is a plan that you could use to remind yourself to pray for missionaries on a 

regular basis? (Example: Missionary Mondays)  ������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

 How will you challenge the children in your class to remember to pray for 

missionaries?  ������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������
NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL’S
SECOND JOURNEY

LIFE POINT: God wants people to pray for missionaries.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 12

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can pray for every 
people group. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:1-5; 17:16-34; 18:1-11 

 
CO

MMUNITY

A

N D W O RLD
 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. 
Ephesians 6:18

UNIT VERSE
Give thanks to the God of 
heaven. His love endures 
forever. 
Psalm 136:26
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 ›Pack Items 31 and 34: 
“Books of the Bible” and 
“Paper Airplanes”

 ›Plain paper, pencils, 
markers, index cards, and 
painters tape or masking 
tape

 ›Print the names of the 
New Testament divisions 
on cards, one name per 
card: Gospels; History; Paul’s 
Letters; General Letters; 
Prophecy (CD)

 ›DVD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►LAND THE PLANE

1. Guide the kids to tape a large square or rectangle on the floor with five 

sections. Tape one prepared index card in each section.

2. Tell them that today they are going to make paper airplanes named after 

books of the New Testament. Guide them to make a paper airplane using the 

pack item instructions.

3. Invite a child to fly his plane and try to land on one of the sections in the 

square or rectangle on the floor. Point out the division where the plane lands. 

Explain that the child must name a New Testament book from that division. 

Encourage the kids to use the “Books of the Bible” poster as needed.

4. Option: If your kids really know the divisions well, Instruct them to name all 

the books for a division without looking at the poster.

5. Option: “Paul’s Second Journey” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►GO AND TELL 

1. Play a game about going and telling. Say something like, “If you are wearing 

red, find someone who is wearing purple and tell her what you ate for 

breakfast.”

2. Play several times. Use the instructions you like, but some suggestions are: If 

you have long hair, find someone with shorter hair and tell him where you go 

to school. If you like football, find someone wearing tennis shoes, and tell her 

the name of a book you like. If you had a hamburger yesterday, find someone 

who has freckles and tell him if you have a pet. If you have on sandals, find 

someone who is wearing red and tell her when your birthday is.

3. Explain that in the game, kids obeyed the game leader, went to someone, 

and told something about themselves. In the story today, they will hear about 

someone who obeyed God and went to tell groups of people the good news 

about Jesus.”

►Show the “Paul’s Second Journey: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 26–29: “Unit 
3 Banner,” “His Love Is 
Eternal,” “Psalm 136:26,” 
and “Unit 3 Questions” 

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Construction paper, a gift 
bag, and scissors

 ›Cut a small square of 
construction paper to 
match each color of the 
large papers. Put the small 
squares in the gift bag. 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE SESSION AND SING
 • Call attention to the “Unit 3 Banner.” Explain that because God loves the world, 

He wants people everywhere to know about Him. One way people learn about 

God is through missionaries. Tell the kids that today they will be learning that God 

wants people to pray for missionaries.

 • Explain that a missionary is a Christian chosen by God who goes to tell another 

group of people the good news about Jesus. 

 • Lead the kids to sing “His Love Is Eternal” (track 7).

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture.

 • Remind the group that Paul went on the very first missionary journey. Explain 

that in today’s story, they will hear about his second journey.

 • Open your Bible to Acts 16 and tell the Bible story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul’s Second Journey

Paul and his friends went to Derbe and Lystra. They met a young disciple 

named Timothy in Lystra. Paul had heard good things about Timothy. He chose 

Timothy to travel with them on the next missionary journey. They traveled 

through many towns, teaching in churches. The churches were encouraged 

and added more people daily.

While Paul was in Athens, waiting for Timothy and Silas, he was upset to 

see that the city was full of idols. There was even an idol dedicated to an 

unknown God, just in case the people had missed one. He taught each day in 

the synagogue and in the marketplace. He taught about Jesus and how He was 

raised from the dead. The men of Athens did not understand Paul’s teachings, 

but they wanted to hear more. 

Paul explained that he had seen an altar to worship an unknown God. He 

taught them that it was God who created the world and everything in it. He 

told them that God wants people to look for Him and find Him. He taught 

that God wants people to be sorry for their sins and trust Jesus. He explained 

that Jesus was raised from the dead by God’s power. When the men of Athens 

heard this, some of them made fun of Paul. But others wanted to hear more. 

Paul left, but some joined him and believed.

When Paul arrived in Corinth, he lived and worked with Aquila and his wife 

Priscilla who were tentmakers like Paul. Every Sabbath, Paul preached in the 
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LIFE POINT

 ›Ways People can help 
Missionaries:

 - give a missions offering; 
 - go on a family mission 
trip to work alongside 
missionaries; 

 - pray for missionaries.

 ›Ways to Pray for 
Missionaries—Ask God:

 - to keep them safe; 
 - to help them learn new 
things;

 -  to help people hear and 
understand what they 
learn about Jesus;

 -  for many people to 
believe in Jesus.

synagogue to Jews and Gentiles. Gentiles are people who are not Jews. Silas 

and Timothy joined him. But the Jews did not believe the message that Jesus 

was the Messiah. From then on, Paul preached to the Gentiles.

Paul went to the house of a man who worshiped God. The house was next 

to the synagogue. When Crispus, the leader of the synagogue heard Paul’s 

message, he and his whole household believed. Many people from Corinth 

heard and believed and were baptized.

One night God spoke to Paul in a vision. God told Paul not to be afraid, but to 

keep on speaking and not be silent. God told Paul He was with him and would 

protect him. Paul stayed in Corinth a year and a half, preaching and teaching.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 6 : 1 - 5 ;  1 7 : 1 6 - 3 4 ;  1 8 : 1 - 11

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
 • Point out that just like Paul and Timothy, missionaries today go and tell people 

about Jesus. A missionary may go to people in his hometown, to another state, or 

to another country. Missionaries may go to places where no one has ever heard 

about Jesus. They may have to learn a new language. They may even go to places 

that are dangerous.  Talk about ways people can help missionaries.

►Show the “Paul’s Second Journey: Life Action” video.  

 • Ask how Finn said he prepared for their project. (He spent the morning at 

home, praying.) Ask the group to name a really important thing kids can do for 

missionaries. (pray)

►Use Bibles and pray.

 • Guide the kids to find Ephesians 6:18 in their Bibles. Invite them to read the verse 

with you. Lead the group to discuss what they might pray to help missionaries. 

Lead in prayer, thanking God for missionaries.

PLAY A REVIEW GAME
 • Give each child a sheet of construction paper. Guide kids to place the papers in a 

large circle on the floor. Explain that while the music is playing the kids will walk 

the circle. When the music stops, each child will stand on one of the papers. You 

will pick a color square out of the gift bag. The kids standing on the matching 

color will meet in the middle of the circle and decide on an answer. Play until all 

the questions have been answered.

God wants people to pray for missionaries.
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 
►Missionary Prayer Calendars

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Lead the kids to recall today’s Bible story. Ask probing questions as needed.

3. Tell the group that today they’ve learned some ways they can help or support 

missionaries. Point out that prayer is a great way to support missionaries. 

4. Make a prayer calendar to help the kids remember to pray for missionaries 

each day of the week. Show the large paper with ways to pray. Give each 

child 8 strips of paper. Guide them to print each day of the week at the top of 

7 strips. Or they may choose to print the first letter or two of each day of the 

week at the top of 7 strips: S, M, T, W, Th, F, Sa. Guide kids to print a way to pray 

on each strip to help them remember how to pray for missionaries that day. 

They may write the prayer suggestions in any order they like.

5. Guide them to write “Today I will Pray” on the extra strip. Direct them to put 

their finished prayer reminders in order plus the title strip on top and secure 

the stack with a brad. 

6. Encourage each child to take his prayer calendar home and put it in a place 

where he will see it every day to remind him to pray. Ask what was the way to 

pray that one of the kids chose for today. Ask a volunteer to pray in that way.

CHOICE 2
►Virtual Prayer Walk

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Lead the kids to recall today’s Bible story. Ask probing questions as needed.

3. Point out that prayer is one of the best way to support missionaries. Say 

that one way to pray is to go on a prayer walk. Explain that prayer walking is 

praying for those in the area where you are walking. Today the class can’t go 

where missionaries are, but they can go on a virtual prayer walk in class. Lead 

the kids to walk to each prayer guide and pray for missionaries.

4. Return to the table and instruct each child to trace one of his feet (in shoes) 

with a ballpoint pen, cut out the shape, and print I will pray for you! on the foot 

shape. Encourage the kids to decorate the shapes with drawings or designs, 

then to choose one of the prayer guides and attach his shape to that guide as 

a promise to pray for those missionaries this week. Tell the kids they may take 

the prayer reminders home next week.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Construction paper or 
scrapbooking paper cut 
into 2-by-6-inch strips (8 
per child), a large sheet of 
paper, brads, a hole punch, 
and fine-point markers

 ›Punch a hole in the center 
at the end of each strip.

 ›Print on the large paper:

 - Pray for people to 
become Christians.

 - Thank God for 
missionaries.

 - Ask God to help 
missionaries tell about 
Jesus.

 - Ask God to help 
missionaries teach the 
Bible.

 - Thank God for loving you.
 - Ask God to help 

missionary families.
 - Ask God to keep 

missionaries safe.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 35: “Missionary 
Prayer Guides” 

 ›Craft foam (or construction 
paper), scissors, ballpoint 
pens, and appropriate 
markers

 ›Place the three prayer 
guides around the room.
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LIFE POINT

CHOICE 3
►“I Prayed for You” Accordion Cards

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Lead the kids to recall today’s Bible story. Ask probing questions as needed.

3. Tell the group that today they’ve learned some ways that they can support 

missionaries. Point out that prayer is a great way to help missionaries. Pray for 

a missionary associated with your church, a missionary you know or know of, 

or missionaries in Egypt and the Middle East. Option: Show the “Egypt Needs 

Jesus”  or “Can’t Stop Them” videos. (DVD, Missions Tab)

4. After the prayer, suggest that encouraging missionaries is also important. 

Make “I Prayed for You” Accordion Cards for the missionary for whom you 

prayed. Tell or remind the group where this missionary lives. Help the group to 

decide if he is serving locally, nationally, or internationally. Option: Use a map 

or globe to help the kids find where they live. 

5. Guide the kids to carefully fold their long strips in half, then in half again. Show 

them how to unfold the papers and then re-fold them like fans or accordions. 

Suggest kids draw happy pictures, write encouraging messages (We prayed for 

you! Thank you for telling about Jesus! or You are awesome!), and Ephesians 6:18 or 

Psalm 136:26. Gather the completed cards and promise to mail them to the 

missionary. Encourage the boys and girls to remember to pray for missionaries.

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the “Egypt Photos” to your group as you read the statements and prayer 

requests.  Remind the kids that God wants people to pray for missionaries. Invite 

volunteers to pray for the prayer requests you read. 

►Show the “Paul’s Second Journey: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Pray, thanking God for missionaries. Ask God to help us remember to pray for 

missionaries. Ask God to help us be obedient to Him this week.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • Pray for kids to understand the important message of salvation to be presented 

next week.

 • Pray for the kids in your group. Ask God to give them a heart for missions.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›OPTION: DVD

 ›Large sheets of 
construction paper cut in 
half lengthwise, markers 
or crayons, and a large 
envelope

 ›OPTION: A map or globe

 ›For more information 
about missions contact 
www.namb.net or 
www.imb.org or write

 - North American 
Mission Board, SBC 
4200 North Point 
Parkway 
Alpharetta, GA 30022-
4176

 - International Mission 
Board 
3806 Monument Ave.  
P.O. Box 6767  
Richmond, VA 23230-
0767

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›CD

 ›From the CD, print the 
“Egypt Photos.”

God wants people to pray for missionaries.
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