
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Have you ever experienced a frustrating time while teaching? Maybe you didn’t feel as 

if you were accomplishing much. Maybe it seemed the kids weren’t paying attention. 

Maybe you were simply discouraged.

     Paul and Barnabas experienced their share of frustration as they went about 

preaching the good news in Acts 14. They knew they would experience difficulties 

and hardships, but they didn’t quit. 

     Because they didn’t quit, look at all the ways God was able to use them in His work: 

a great number believed, signs and wonders were performed (such as the lame man’s 

walking), and the Word was preached in many areas. In the end, they reported to the 

church how God had been working among the Gentiles.

     By teaching children, you are also involved in God’s work, plus you are preparing 

the next generation to be among those sent out for His purposes. So even when it 

feels like you aren’t accomplishing much, the kids aren’t paying attention, or you are 

just plain discouraged, keep going. Remember that God wants people to be involved 

in His work and you are being faithful to His specific calling for you. 

How is your Christian walk strengthened because God allows people (you 

included) to be involved in His work?  ������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

How can you encourage the kids in your class to be involved in God’s work now 

and not wait until they are older?  ���������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

Pray for the kids in your class and their families to follow God’s call to serve Him. 

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL AND BARNABAS
TOLD ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: God wants people to be involved in His work.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 5

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God works through people 
to do His work in their 
communites and world.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 14 

 
CO

MMUNITY

A

N D W O RLD
 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
We are co-workers in God’s 
service. 
1 Corinthians 3:9

UNIT VERSE
Give thanks to the God of 
heaven. His love endures 
forever. 
Psalm 136:26
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 ›Pack Items 30–31: ”Secret 
Mission” and ”Books of the 
Bible”

 ›Envelopes, scissors, tape, 
and a marker

 ›Print Secret Mission on ten 
envelopes. Place the cards 
from the pack item into 
the envelopes and “hide” 
them around the room.

 ›NOTE: All the answers to 
the assignments are on the 
Pack Item.

 ›Pack Item 32: ”I Can’t Do 
This By Myself!”

 ›DVD 

 ›10 pieces of paper, scissors, 
a balloon, a beanbag, a 
table tennis ball

 ›OPTION: Each week, print 
the Life Point and post it 
near the title banner.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►SECRET MISSION

1. Form groups of one to three kids. Tell the kids that they are on a secret mission 

to find and complete up to ten assignments. Their first step is to find a Secret 

Mission envelope. They must read the mission assignment inside and work 

together to complete the assignment. When they know the answer, they can 

whisper it to you and turn in the assignment envelope. 

2. After kids have finished their first assignments, tell them to find another. If you 

have multiple groups working, keep hiding the envelopes for other kids to 

find. Continue to play as time allows.

3. Option: If you have a small group, let all the kids work together to complete 

the assignments.

4. Option: “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►I CAN’T DO THIS BY MYSELF! 

1. Form teams of two. Point out the five stations you have set up around the 

room. Instruct the pairs that they may begin with any station and follow the 

instructions to complete a task at that station. Kids can try to complete the 

tasks at all the stations as time allows. 

2. When most of the kids have completed most of the tasks, ask if the kids could 

have completed the tasks by themselves. Point out that they had to work 

together with someone or it would have been impossible to do any of the 

tasks. 

3. Explain that today’s story tells about some people who worked together. They 

were involved in doing God’s work of telling about Jesus. Tell the kids that 

today they will be learning that God wants people to be involved in His work.

►Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 26–29: “Unit 
3 Banner,” “His Love Is 
Eternal,” “Psalm 136:26,” 
and “Unit 3 Questions” 

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›OPTION: A tap light

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE UNIT, A VERSE, AND A SONG
 • Read aloud the title banner, and then read the Psalm 136:26 poster. Tell the kids 

that they can give thanks to God because He loves them. 

 • Lead the group to listen to ”His Love Is Eternal” (track 7). Invite the kids to sing 

along as they are able. (The words are on the poster and are always in the Kids 

Activity Pages.)

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Use Bibles

 • Explain that Acts is a New Testament book that tells about the history of the 

starting church and first missionaries. Guide the group to find Acts 14 in their 

Bibles. Tell kids that today’s Bible story is found here.

 • Tell the kids that they will hear about two men who worked together to do God’s 

work. Explain that it was not always easy. Sometimes good things happened 

and sometimes bad things happened. Invite the kids to show a thumbs up when 

they hear something good that happened and a thumbs down when they hear 

something bad that happened. 

 • Open your Bible to Acts 14 and tell the Bible story in your own words. 

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus

Paul and Barnabas were preaching at the synagogue in Iconium telling about 

Jesus. A great number of Jews and Greeks believed. (Model thumbs up.)

But some didn’t believe and stirred up trouble against Paul and Barnabas. 

(Model thumbs down.)

Paul and Barnabas kept preaching and doing wondrous works. (thumbs 

up) Some of the people in the city supported them, but some of the people 

were against them and were causing trouble. Those men plotted to hurt them 

(thumbs down) but Paul and Barnabas found out about the plan and went to 

other towns and kept telling others about Jesus. (thumbs up)

In the next town, there was a man who could not walk. He had never walked 

in his whole life. He was sitting and listening to Paul speak. Paul watched him 

and could tell that he had great faith. Paul spoke loudly and told the man to 

stand up. The man jumped up and started to walk around! (thumbs up)

When the crowds saw this, they began saying that Paul and Barnabas were 

gods. Paul and Barnabas heard this and they were upset. (thumbs down) They 

tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd shouting “Men! Why are you doing 
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LIFE POINT

these things?” They explained that they were men, just like them. They were 

preaching the good news so that people could turn from worshiping false gods 

and worship the living God. They told the crowd how good God is. (thumbs up)

Then some Jews came into the city, causing more trouble. The men threw 

rocks at Paul until they thought he was dead. They dragged him out of the city. 

(thumbs down) 

Later Paul got up and went back into town. The next day he and Barnabas 

left for Derbe where they preached about Jesus and many more people 

believed in Jesus. (thumbs up)

Paul and Barnabas went from town to town teaching and preaching. They 

finished the work God trusted them to do. (thumbs up) After they sailed back to 

Antioch, they told everything God had done with them.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 4

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
►Show today’s Teaching Picture

 • Ask the kids what is happening in the picture.

 • Point out that Paul and Barnabas worked together to do what God wanted them 

to do. Guide kids to find 1 Corinthians 3:9 in their Bibles. Ask a volunteer to read 

the verse. Lead the kids to say the verse together. Explain that God chooses to 

allow people to do work He wants done. Say the verse again.

►Pray

 • Ask for prayer requests. Thank God that we can serve Him. Ask God to show the 

boys and girls how they can serve Him this week.

►Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Life Action” video.  

 • Ask what Finn said about doing God’s work. (God’s work can be fun; it’s a satisfying 

way to spend your time and energy; it’s a privilege to be able to be a part of it; he was 

a missionary and happy to be a part of God’s work.) 

PLAY A REVIEW GAME
 • Choose two kids at a time to stand by you. For each pair of kids, ask one of the 

questions for this session. The first child to pat his head may answer. Option: 

Place a tap light between the kids. The first to tap the light may answer.

God wants people to be involved in His work.
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Make a Match

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask the kids to tell how Paul and Barnabas served God in today’s Bible story. 

(They traveled, told about Jesus, preached sermons, taught people, and  healed 

people.) Guide the group to name ways that they can be involved in God’s 

work at home, at school, and at church. List their ideas on a large sheet of 

paper under each heading. 

3. Guide each child to choose a way to be involved in God’s work for each 

location. Give each child six index cards. Direct each child to make three 

matching sets in this way: they should draw a house or write home on one 

card and draw or write a way to do God’s work at home on another card. They 

should do the same with school and church. 

4. When the kids have finished drawing, lead them to play a matching game 

with their cards. Pray and ask God to help you serve Him this week.

5. Option: Let kids choose a way to serve God and illustrate it on paper, then cut 

it into a puzzle.

CHOICE 2 
►Tabletop Town

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Ask the kids to tell how Paul and Barnabas served God in today’s Bible story. 

Guide kids to name ways that they can be involved in God’s work when they 

are at church. Remind the kids to include ways kids can help in worship as well 

as Sunday School and other things they do at church. Do the same thing for 

home and school. List all their ideas on a large sheet of paper. 

3. Invite the kids to create a neighborhood on the paper covering the table. 

Direct each child to draw where she lives. Ask one volunteer to draw a school 

and another to draw a church. Ask if there needs to be stores or a park in this 

town. Ask if they want to include anything else.

4. Guide the kids to print in the various locations the ways they said they could 

be involved in God’s work. Show the list they dictated and suggest that they 

copy their ideas where they could do each thing in the town they drew.

5. Pray and ask God to help the kids serve Him and be involved in His work. 

6. Option: Let kids make their town using modeling clay.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›A large sheet of paper, a 
marker, index cards (six per 
child), crayons or markers, 
and envelopes

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›A piece of craft paper 
large enough to cover a 
tabletop, tape, and crayons 
or markers

 ›OPTION: modeling clay
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LIFE POINT

CHOICE 3
►Serving God Mind Maps

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page. 

2. Ask the kids to tell how Paul and Barnabas served God in today’s Bible story.  

(They traveled, told about Jesus, preached sermons, taught people, and  healed 

people.)

3. Tell the boys and girls that they can be involved in God’s work, too. Read the 

Weekly Verse 1 Corinthians 3:9 together. Ask what it means to work with God. 

Tell the kids that God wants us to be a part of His work. 

4. Give each child a copy of the Serving God Mind Map. Point out the places on 

the map for home, school, and church. Ask the kids to name ways they can be 

involved in doing God’s work in each of those places. Ask questions like: What 

could you do? Who would you do it with? When could you do it?

5. Give direction as needed and help the kids fill out their mind maps. Pray and 

ask God to help you serve Him this week.

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis:

 • Ask what kind of transportation kids used to get to church today. Tell kids that if 

they lived in the Egyptian desert, they might have ridden a camel! 

 • Tell the missions story (CD) or show the “Egypt Needs Jesus” video (DVD, Missions 

tab). 

 • Explain that Christian workers love the Egyptian people and are willing to face 

their fears and risk their own safety to tell them about Jesus. Pray for Christian 

workers in Egypt.

►Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Ask the kids to name ways that they will try to be involved in God’s work.

 • Pray, asking God to give kids and teachers opportunities to serve Him this week.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • Send postcards to the kids and tell them that you are praying for them.

 • Ask God to show you ways He wants you to be involved in His work.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 33: “Serving God 
Mind Maps”

 ›Pencils and crayons or 
markers

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›CD

God wants people to be involved in His work.
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