
Unit 1, Session 5

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Franc, pound, euro, peso, dollar, yen, birr, ringgit—the list of the world’s 
currencies goes on and on. In fact, there are over 160 different currencies 
circulating today. The most traded currency in the world is the U.S. dollar 
with the euro being the second. The accumulation of money or the lack 
thereof has contributed to the rise and fall of many nations, not to mention 
individuals. It is no wonder Jesus mentions money so many times. 

As the Master Teacher, Jesus incorporated life experiences and tangible 
objects to teach people. One such teachable moment in the temple served 
as an object lesson for His disciples. While Jesus sat across from the temple 
treasury, He watched “how” people dropped money into the treasury. 

Although the treasury could refer to a room with some way to deposit 
the temple treasures and store them there, this treasury may have been 
1 of 13 trumpet-shaped collection boxes with narrow openings at the top 
for deposits. At the very least, temple offerings were hard to miss; on the 
other hand, one could make a show of his gift. Jesus observed that the rich 
deposited large sums. In contrast, a poor widow gave two small coins. In that 
culture the woman likely had no hope for a major reversal of fortune. Her 
two coins were lepta, the smallest coin in circulation. Together the two coins 
were worth only a fraction of a penny. 

At this point, Jesus gathered His disciples for an object lesson. He 
called their attention to what had just happened in plain, but hidden view. 
The woman’s gift was greater, literally, than all of the other gifts the people 
gave. Jesus explained that the others gave what they did not need, or out 
of their “leftover” money. He concluded for His disciples that although this 
widow was poor, she gave everything she had to live on. By doing so she 
committed her very livelihood, her survival, in trust to God.

Which is easier for you to give to God: money or time? Ask God to make 
you generous with all He has entrusted to you. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that their small gifts 
are enough for God to use in big ways? How will you help them be generous 
and use their gifts to tell others about God?
 

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT GIVING

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught that worship 
is for God’s glory. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Mark 12:41-44 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 29 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 
when we give, we 

worship and 
honor God.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out 
of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to 
live on.  
Mark 12:44 (NIV)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “Why?” portion.

 › copy paper–Write the 
following statements on 
separate pieces of paper: 
Something you need to 
do. Something you need 
to know. Something else.  
Option: “Signs” 
(Printables)

 › tape

 › pennies (enough to give 
each participant at least 
5)

 › 30-second timer

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions 
story and the “Lesotho 
Photos.” 
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“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Briefly refresh the group on the answers to where, what, who, and how 
Jesus taught. Guide the group to stand in the middle of the room with 
the three signs taped around the room.  
 ʹ Direct the kids to move to the sign that describes the why behind 
various teachings. Practice with nonbiblical examples such as “My 
address is . . .” 
 ʹ Remind the kids of the teachings from the previous four weeks. For each 
of these, invite preteens to move to the appropriate sign.
 ʹ Conclude by gathering the paper signs and placing them under the 
Why? “Teaching Header” (Pack).
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 ʹ Give each preteen the same amount of pennies.
 ʹ Explain preteens will participate in a 30-second game where they should 
attempt to gather as many coins as possible. Note that if someone asks 
him to share coins, he must give at least one coin.
 ʹ Start the timer, and allow the kids to ask for and receive coins from each 
other. When time expires, discover who has the most coins and who has 
the least. Rebalance the coins so that everyone has the same number.
 ʹ Explain that this time, the goal will be to give away as many coins as 
possible. Note that if someone offers coins, they must accept them.
 ʹ Start the timer and allow the game to proceed. When time is up, look 
to see how many coins each person has. Note that a lot more coins 
changed hands when the focus was on giving rather than getting.
 ʹ Explain that in this week’s lesson, Jesus teaches important lessons 
about giving.
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 ʹ Review the Lesotho missions story with the kids. 
 ʹ Show the “Lesotho Photos” and help volunteers read the captions. 
 ʹ Play a memory game by naming items kids might need for a missions 
journey to a Lesotho village that has no electricity or other modern 
conveniences. 
 ʹ  The first player begins: “I think I’ll pack a blanket.” The next player 
adds: “I think I’ll pack a blanket and a flashlight.” Continue the list until 
everyone participates or it becomes too lengthy to remember. 
 ʹ Encourage kids to pray sentence prayers for the Flora family and the 
Basotho people. 
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 › Pack Items 1, 2

 › Teaching Picture 5

 › Videos

 › index cards–Write each 
word of Mark 12:44 on 
separate cards. Make 
2 sets. Tape the words 
of one copy together, 
in order, so that they 
create a long ribbon of 
words. Place this copy in 
a basket. 
Option: “Mark 12:44 
Cards” (Printables)

 › a handful of change, 
basket

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Point out the banner (Pack), allowing the group to recall some of the 
ways Jesus taught people. Note that He taught in a worship service, 
to a whole crowd on a mountain, to his followers when they asked a 
question, and in parables when people criticized Him.
 ʹ Note that some lessons are planned while others just happen. Explain 
that these are called “teachable moments.”
 ʹ Attempt to demonstrate a teachable moment drawn from your 
community, church, or class. For example, “Ava’s mother has just been 
told her cancer is gone. That’s great and it shows that God can and will 
heal people.” 
 ʹ Point out that today’s story reflects a powerful teachable moment. Being 
a great teacher, Jesus was ready to use any moment to share more 
about living for God.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
TEACHING PICTURE 5
 ʹ Direct the kids to locate Mark 12 in their Bibles. Note that this chapter 
begins with another of Jesus’ parables, but that they will be examining 
the end of the chapter, Mark 12:41-44.
 ʹ Agree that four verses is not a long passage to consider. Help the 
group to understand that the shortness of the story does not limit its 
importance.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Ask the kids to pay attention to determine 
what moment in the story this image depicts.
 ʹ Ask someone to read Mark 12:41. Invite the group to examine the 
Teaching Picture to determine the places and people represented in the 
verse.
 ʹ Allow the preteens to speculate on the attitudes of the people giving 
their money, including the rich people.
 ʹ Proceed to Mark 12:42, allowing someone to read. Repeat the process 
above, emphasizing the possible attitude of the poor widow.
 ʹ As someone reads the next verse, ask, “How might the disciples have 
felt when Jesus said the widow gave more?”
 ʹ Conclude the story with Jesus’ teachable moment explanation in 
Mark 12:44.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Direct the preteens to close their Bibles, and explain that you have a pop 
quiz for them.
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught that when we give, we worship and honor God.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What was Jesus 
watching in the temple? 
(Jesus was watching 
people bring their 
offerings to church.)

 › What did the rich people 
put in the offering? (a lot 
of money)

 › What did the woman 
put in the offering? (two 
small coins)

 › Why didn’t the woman 
have more money? (She 
was a widow and didn’t 
have a husband to take 
care of her.)

 › Why did Jesus say the 
woman put in more 
money than the other 
people? (She gave all she 
had.)

 › Name some other ways, 
besides giving money, 
that people can give to 
God. (Answers may vary, 
but should include that 
people can give time, 
help, and things they 
own.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Mark 12:44.

 ʹ Point to elements in the Teaching Picture and ask, “What is this?” “Who 
is this?”
 ʹ Ask how each of the people in the illustration might have felt about the 
giving, the widow, or what Jesus had to say.
 ʹ Direct part of the group to pose and create a “Teaching Picture” of what 
happened just before the printed picture. Allow them to explain their 
choices.
 ʹ Guide the rest of the group to pose and create an “after” scene, showing 
what happened after the Teaching Picture’s moment.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus taught us that when we give, we worship and 
honor God. Jesus taught that worship is for God’s glory.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Verse,” reminding the group of its significance.
 ʹ Pass out the words of Mark 12:44 in random order to the kids.
 ʹ Invite them to locate Mark 12:44 in their Bibles and identify the first word 
of the verse.
 ʹ Ask the person holding that word to bring it to you. Place the word in the 
basket. Continue collecting the remaining words in the correct order.
 ʹ When all the words are in the basket, dramatically draw out the joined 
copy of the verse, asking the preteens to read it with you.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Display the handful of change, allowing someone to count it.
 ʹ Ask: “What could I buy with that amount of money?” Note that such a 
small amount will not buy very much.
 ʹ Ask: “How could that money help the church?” Agree that a handful of 
change is not enough to pay the bills or send missionaries around the 
world.
 ʹ Invite the group to suggest why you should still be faithful to give, even if 
you don’t have much.
 ʹ Emphasize that God does not need our money but that He is honored 
and worshiped when we give, whether we are rich or poor, whether we 
are giving money, time, abilities, or something else.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to join in a sentence prayer relating to God what 
each can offer to Him.
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups.
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CHOICE 1
“ISN’T GIVING JUST ABOUT MONEY?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and direct the group to this item.
 ʹ Assign Scripture references to different preteens, asking them to find 
the verses and determine whether or not each verse says that giving is 
only about money.
 ʹ Allow them to share their answers and give an explanation, asking: “If 
giving isn’t only about money, what is it actually about?”
 ʹ Emphasize that God does not need our giving, but that giving reflects 
our heart.

“BIGGEST GIVER” (PACK ITEM 11)
 ʹ Separate and pass out the “Biggest Giver” cards (Pack). If there are more 
cards than preteens, allow some to have more than one.
 ʹ Invite the kids to read their “giver” situation and evaluate the act of 
giving described.
 ʹ Challenge them to arrange the givers on the cards from the “Biggest 
Giver” to the “Worst Giver.”
 ʹ Discuss preteens’ answers.
 ʹ Point out that there are no absolute answers to who is the biggest giver, 
but that God is most honored when we cling to our possessions the 
least.

CHOICE 2
THE THREE Ts
 ʹ Across the top of the dry erase board, write three large Ts.
 ʹ Explain that sometimes we talk about things we can give such as time, 
talent, and treasure. Fill out the words on the dry erase board. Explain 
that treasure includes things you value, such as a money.
 ʹ Ask the group which of these is the easiest to give away and which is 
the hardest.
 ʹ Allow them to write some examples of each category that they might 
give away. Note that giving away anything means that you do not get to 
use it as you might have wanted to, so playing baseball isn’t giving talent 
unless you are somehow playing baseball for God and not yourself.

“GIFT CARDS” (PACK ITEM 12)
 ʹ Give each participant one of the “Gift Cards” (Pack).
 ʹ Emphasize that most preteens do not have a great deal of treasure but 
often have time and talent they can give.
 ʹ Ask each person to consider what they could give away and who they 
could give it to that would honor God. Note that we should give within 
the church but that giving beyond the church also honors God.

CHOICE 1 
 › Pack Item 11 

 › Activity Pages 

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 12 

 › dry erase board and 
markers or a large sheet 
of paper

 › markers, pens
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 ʹ Allow each preteen to create a “gift card” complete with the details filled 
in.
 ʹ Challenge them to share their gift cards with the designated recipients 
and to live it out.

CHOICE 3
“ISN’T GIVING JUST ABOUT MONEY?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Pass out the Activity Pages and direct the group to “Isn’t Giving Just 
About Money?”
 ʹ Assign Scriptures to different preteens, asking them to find their 
assigned verse and determine if it says that giving is only about money.
 ʹ Allow them to share their answers and give an explanation, asking: “If 
giving isn’t just about money, what is it actually about?”
 ʹ Emphasize that God does not need our giving, but that giving reflects 
our heart.

TO THE REAL WORLD
 ʹ Talk with a church leader or look around the church to understand the 
reason why giving is necessary to continue the church’s ministry.
 ʹ Discuss the various things needed to keep the doors open.
 ʹ Talk about the needs or opportunities for missions giving.
 ʹ Consider the ways in which the church gives (or could give) to represent 
Jesus in the community.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to become cheerful givers—of their time, their 
talents, and their money—who help their church do the work that Jesus 
has for it.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Emphasize that believers need to give to and honor God far more than 
God needs to receive the giving.
 ʹ Remind them that giving is not just a “collection” but an act of worship 
that gets to the heart of who we are as individuals.
 ʹ Encourage the kids to look for ways to honor and worship God through 
giving their time, talent, and treasure.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › pens

 › a leader in the church 
who takes care of the 
church finances

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus taught that when we give, we worship and honor God.
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