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Lost. That one word appears several times in this chapter from Luke’s 
Gospel. In many Bibles the word lost appears in the headings of the parables 
recorded in these passages: “The Parable of the Lost Sheep,” “The Parable 
of the Lost Coin,” “The Parable of the Lost Son.” A sheep, a coin, and a son—
every one of them lost. 

Jesus shared these three parables in response to the complaints of the 
Pharisees and scribes that He not only welcomed sinners but also ate with 
them. And these leaders were right—Jesus surrounded Himself with sinners. 
Or was it more like sinners were attracted to Him? In the very first verse of 
his Gospel, Luke recorded that all the tax collectors and sinners approached 
Jesus to listen to Him. Immediately, Jesus unjustly earned the spur of the 
religious leaders who complained about His associations with those they 
deemed less valuable or unworthy of their time. They were quick to label 
others as sinners, grouping people by vocation or lifestyle, while they 
ignored and hid their own wrongdoings. In their eyes, they were righteous. 
These religious men had no use for Jesus and His teachings about sin, 
salvation, mercy, and grace. They considered themselves safe from the 
judgment that Jesus spoke about because of their heritage and religious 
practices. 

In response to their unbelief and judgmental words, Jesus illustrated 
God’s love for people in the parables He told. Each story concluded with 
rejoicing over finding something that was lost. Jesus likens the celebrations 
to one sinner who repents and turns to God. Jesus’ stories gave His 
audience earthly examples of the heavenly joy for one repentant sinner. God 
knows everyone by name, and He rejoices over each individual who comes 
to salvation. The love of God is immeasurable. He will never stop searching 
for the lost. His love is unending and flows freely to all who choose to 
receive it.

The common response to finding the lost sheep, coin, and son is to 
rejoice. Do you remember the joy of your salvation? In what way are you 
reflecting God’s love to a world in need of Him?

How can you lead kids in your group to understand that parables teach 
us about God? How will you help them understand their need to be saved 
and that God expects those who know Him to share His love with others?
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Luke 15 
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Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught 

about God’s love.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
This is how God showed 
his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into 
the world that we might 
live through him. 
1 John 4:9 (NIV)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “How?” portion.

 › Activity Pages

 › paper plates, fine point 
markers or pens

 › Pack Item 7

Example: For the food 
donuts, you would say, 
“like a tire” or “like an 
inflatable inner tube.”

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story. 

 › tape measure 

 › tape
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“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Ask kids to share their thoughts on: “How did Jesus teach?”
 ʹ Point out the definition of the word parable on the Activity Page, noting 
the three requirements: shortness, comparison, and a point.
 ʹ Guide the kids to read Luke 13:6-9. Ask: “Do you believe Jesus told this 
story to help people keep their gardens?
 ʹ Finish by inviting preteens to create their own parables. Guide the 
group to record the made-up parables on paper plates and display them 
beneath the How? “Teaching Header” (Pack).
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“FAST FOOD CARDS” (PACK ITEM 7)
 ʹ Challenge kids to a guessing game. This game will involve someone 
giving hints that are all comparisons. Say: “If I’m given the topic animal, 
then I have to describe it by comparing it to something else besides 
another animal. For example, you could say a dog is ‘like a kitchen table,’ 
but not that it is ‘like a coyote.’ ”
 ʹ Ask for a volunteer to select the first of the “Fast Food Cards” (Pack) 
and to begin giving hints comparing the food to non-food items. When 
someone guesses correctly, allow that person to be the next hint-giver.
 ʹ Point out that we often explain things people do not understand by 
comparing them to things they do understand.
 ʹ Note that Jesus used this method often.
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 ʹ Guide kids to help you measure and tape a circle with a diameter of 
15 feet (the size of a Basotho hut). 
 ʹ Instruct kids to sit inside the circle. Explain that the circle represents the 
average size of a Basotho hut, which is made of stones held together 
with mud and dung (animal droppings). As many as 10 people may share 
a home this size, sleeping on mats on the floor. 
 ʹ Challenge kids to determine what objects and furniture from their own 
homes would fit inside the circle. Prompt kids to name fun activities that 
require electricity (watching videos) or special supplies (making crafts). 
 ʹ Ask: “How do you think the Floras teach kids about Jesus, using no 
electricity and few teaching supplies?”
 ʹ Pray for the Floras and other missionaries who are reaching the 
Basotho people. 
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 › Pack Items 1, 2, 8

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Videos

 › pencil, paper clip, chair, 
tape

 › Cut apart the 2 sections 
of Pack Item 8 and hang 
them on opposite sides 
of the room.

 › A photo of someone you 
love (family member, 
friend, or so forth).

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Draw preteens’ attention to the banner (Pack). Allow them to recall some 
of the ways Jesus’ great teaching was demonstrated in previous weeks.
 ʹ Ask: “What’s a great teacher like?” Hold up the pencil. Say: “A great 
teacher is like a pencil. They’re sharp and they leave a mark.”
 ʹ Display the paper clip. Say: “A great teacher is like a paper clip. They 
hold everything together.”
 ʹ Gesture to the chair. Allow the preteens to suggest how a great teacher 
is like a chair.
 ʹ Agree that these comparisons were not completely perfect. Explain that 
Jesus used comparisons, including stories, to make many of the points 
in His teaching. Note that there are at least 30 parables in the Gospels. 
Remind the group of the parable definition from the Activity Page.
 ʹ Explain that preteens will explore three related parables.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“PARABLE TEAM SHEET” (PACK ITEM 8), TEACHING  
PICTURE 4
 ʹ Guide the group to Luke 15. Read Luke 15:1-3. Ask: “What did the great 
teacher teach? Let’s find out.”
 ʹ Form two equal teams, the “Baa” team and the “Ching” team. Point the 
teams to their “Parable Team Sheet” (Pack). 
 ʹ Guide teams to refer to the Scripture passage listed on their sheet to  
answer the questions regarding their parable, recording their group 
answers on the sheet.
 ʹ After allowing time to complete this study, ask the “Ching” team to move 
to the opposite side of the room as the “Baa” team shares its answers. 
 ʹ Repeat that process with the “Baa” team gathered at the “Ching” page.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus was not really talking about sheep and coins with 
these parables.
 ʹ Select kids to portray the younger son, older son, father, and any other 
characters you desire, helping them to act out the parable as you 
summarize Luke 15:11-32 using your Bible and the Bible story summary 
on the back of the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Be sure that your summary emphasizes the same questions covered on 
the “Parable Team Sheets.”
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught about God’s love.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › Who told the three 
parables (stories) to 
teach a lesson? (Jesus)

 › What made a shepherd 
happy after one of his 
sheep is lost? (finding it)

 › How might a shepherd 
celebrate when he finds 
a lost sheep? (bring it 
home and tell his friends)

 › What did a woman do 
when she lost a coin? 
(She searched until she 
found it and called her 
friends to celebrate.)

 › What did the son decide 
he could do for his 
father? (work for him)

 › How are the three 
parables alike? (They 
all tell about things that 
were lost and found: 
the sheep, the coin, and 
the son.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
1 John 4:9.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Ask: “Why did Jesus share these three parables?” Emphasize the 
context from the beginning of Luke 15. Ask: “What was the attitude of 
the Pharisees and scribes?”
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Invite the preteens to share how this 
picture illustrates the lesson.
 ʹ Guide the group to review the three parables and determine the 
common structure behind each of them.
 ʹ Allow the group to answer the “Parable Team Sheet” questions for the 
parable of the lost son.
 ʹ Challenge them to consider why so much attention (eight verses) is 
given to the older brother in the third parable. Ask how the brother’s 
attitude relates back to the attitudes of the Pharisees and scribes in 
Luke 15:1-2. 

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 1 Verse,” and read the verse together.
 ʹ Suggest that the group create similes or “comparisons using ‘like’ or ‘as’ 
to embellish this verse.”
 ʹ Direct them to create similes for how the Spirit is “on me,” how Jesus 
was anointed, and how He was to preach. 
 ʹ Read Luke 4:18 with these similes inserted. Reflect on the verse’s 
meaning as you discuss the appropriateness or accuracy of the similes.
 ʹ Emphasize that it is not our place to add words to Scripture, but we 
should carefully consider Scripture so we fully understand its meaning.
 ʹ Ask the group to read Luke 4:18 once more.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Sit down in the chair and say: “A great teacher is like a chair because it 
supports you.” Allow the kids to evaluate your comparison.
 ʹ Show a photo of someone you love greatly. Introduce the person and 
agree that you cannot describe the depth of your love for that person.
 ʹ Note that God’s love for us is so great that it is hard for us to understand. 
Suggest that Jesus used parables to share things we find hard to 
understand, starting with God’s great love.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus was not teaching about sheep, money, or even 
family reunions but about God’s amazing love. Jesus taught that He is 
the only way to God.
 ʹ Lead the group in a prayer asking God to reveal more and more of His 
love to everyone in the group.
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 CHOICE 1
“ONE WAY PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Guide the preteens to work through and complete the crossword puzzle 
on the Activity Page, using their Bibles to answer the questions.
 ʹ When you reach the clues that require reference to a Bible verse beyond 
Luke 15, ask someone to read that verse and then briefly discuss what 
the verse means.
 ʹ Emphasize that all three of the Luke 15 parables tell us that God seeks 
out lost people and that it causes celebration when they are found.

A FOURTH PARABLE, (MUSIC)
 ʹ Challenge the group to work in twos or threes to create a fourth parable 
that could join those in Luke 15.
 ʹ Play “I Will Follow You” while preteens work. 
 ʹ Insist that the created parables must have something lost, someone 
seeking it, and celebration when it is found.
 ʹ Allow teams to illustrate their parables with a drawing if desired.
 ʹ Invite the teams to share their ideas. 
 ʹ Note that we can use parables to teach just like Jesus did so long as we 
are careful to make our parables carry lessons that fit with the Bible’s 
message.

CHOICE 2
“BROTHER AND BROTHER POSTER” (PACK ITEM 9)
 ʹ Direct the preteens to find Luke 15 in their Bibles once again. Ask: “How 
many verses are in each of the three parables?” (Sheep: 4; Coin: 3; Son: 
21).
 ʹ Challenge them to explain why the parable of the prodigal (lost) son is 
so much longer. 
 ʹ Point out the definition of prodigal on the Activity Page.
 ʹ Display the “Brother and Brother” poster (Pack). 
 ʹ Guide the kids through the questions regarding age (younger and older) 
and activity.
 ʹ Ask them to answer questions with references to the Scripture when 
possible and provide support for how they know the answers. 
 ʹ Continue through the questions. Be sure to note that the father loved his 
sons equally.
 ʹ Invite half of the group to imagine themselves as the younger brother 
and half of the group to imagine themselves as the older brother. Allow 
them to consider the thoughts that might have passed through their 
minds.
 ʹ Ask: “What good reason did the older brother have to be upset?”

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

 › Music

 › pens, drawing paper and 
other drawing supplies

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 9

 › Activity Pages
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 ʹ Emphasize that all Christians have been able to identify with both the  
younger brother and older at some point in their lives. 

CHOICE 3
“ONE WAY PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Guide the preteens to work through and complete the crossword puzzle 
on the Activity Page, using their Bibles to answer the questions.
 ʹ When you reach the clues that require reference to a Bible verse beyond 
Luke 15, ask someone to read that verse and then briefly discuss what 
the verse means.
 ʹ Emphasize that all three of the Luke 15 parables tell us that God seeks 
out lost people and that it causes celebration when they are found.

“PARABLE INGREDIENTS” (PACK ITEM 10)
 ʹ Place the parts of “Parable Ingredients” (Pack) on a table, blue side up, 
asking the kids to place them in their proper order.
 ʹ Remind them that these parables are not about sheep, coins, and 
wasteful sons but about people who are separated from God.
 ʹ Challenge the group to move through each of the individual ingredients 
to see how they apply to lost people being saved through Jesus. 
Consult the backs of the ingredient cards to check the group’s ideas.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Emphasize that the only way for lost people to turn to God is through 
Jesus.
 ʹ Remind the group that after we are found, we should rejoice whenever 
someone else comes to Christ.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to find ways to seek out the lost people in their lives 
and introduce them to Jesus. 
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 10 

 › Activity Pages 

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 

LIFE POINT Jesus taught about God’s love.
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