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INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

A genius status is not a requirement to understand Jesus’ teaching on 
forgiveness—especially a math genius. In fact, the more a person loves 
quantifying things, the more difficult it may be to hear what Jesus has to say 
on the important subject of forgiveness. The disciples may or may not have 
been good at math—one would think at least Matthew, being a tax collector, 
could run numbers rather quickly. One might also think this publican-
turned-disciple would be the one to ask the “how many?” questions, but it is 
Matthew who records Peter asking Jesus the numbers question of how many 
times should a person forgive someone.

Peter began his figuring by offering the number 7 as the possible answer 
to the question of how many times he should forgive someone who wrongs 
him. In Bible times 7 was a significant number. The number and references 
to it occur more than 750 times in the Bible. The number 7 in the Bible 
represents wholeness and completion; therefore, Peter may have thought 
7 I-forgive-yous would suffice. But Jesus introduced a number, whether it 
was 70 times 7 or 77 times, that was much higher than Peter thought.

No matter the number, Jesus is more concerned with people and the 
condition of their hearts. Make no mistake, Jesus was not providing a 
specific number for people to reach. Keeping count would be legalistic and 
was not the meaning of all Jesus said about the heart. His aim was for us 
not to get lost in the numeric answer but in His character. Jesus taught that 
forgiveness is never-ending. There are no limits on God’s forgiveness toward 
us, and thus, we should not set any limits on our forgiveness for others. 
Jesus explained His response through a parable about an unforgiving 
servant. After a king forgave a servant for a huge debt—basically, a lifetime 
of earnings—the servant failed to do the same. Instead, he grabbed and 
began to choke a fellow servant who owed him only a day’s wage. Jesus 
strongly warned against this lack of forgiveness in response to immense 
forgiveness from God. 

Are you harboring unforgiving thoughts? If the answer is yes, repent, 
asking God to change your heart into a heart of limitless and unending 
forgiveness. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that forgiveness is 
not just words they say or something they do but who God expects them to 
be—a loving and forgiving person every time, all the time?

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT  
FORGIVENESS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus transformed people 
through His love. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Matthew 18:21-35 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 15 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 
believers should 
forgive others as 

God forgives them.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Be kind and 
compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you.  
Ephesians 4:32 (NIV)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “Who?” portion.

 › index cards, pens, tape

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed.

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story 
and “Lesotho Map.”
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“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Allow the group to review the answers to where and what Jesus taught. 
 ʹ Ask the kids to consider the question, “Who did Jesus teach?”
 ʹ Direct preteens to find and read Matthew 18:1-4.
 ʹ Ask: “Who was Jesus teaching? What caused Him to teach at this time?”
 ʹ Repeat this process with Matthew 18:21-22, asking the same questions.
 ʹ Challenge the group to look back to the passages from the last two 
weeks, Luke 14:16-22 and Matthew 5–7 to discover the audience 
involved there.
 ʹ Guide them to write brief audience descriptions for each of these 
passages (Luke 14:16-22 and Matthew 5–7).
 ʹ Note that most of the things Jesus taught were intended for a particular 
person or group and in a particular situation.
 ʹ Display the audience descriptions below the Who? header (Pack).
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 ʹ Direct the preteens to form two lines.
 ʹ Challenge the kids at the front of each line to engage in a made-up 
conversation. Stipulate that they may only speak in questions. No 
questions can be repeated and they must make sense.
 ʹ Allow the conversation to begin. When one speaker comes up empty, 
makes a statement, or repeats a question, send him to the back of the 
line and allow the next person to try.
 ʹ Continue the process, cycling through the members of each line quickly.
 ʹ Conclude the activity by allowing the two most successful questioners 
to make one last attempt at an all-question conversation.
 ʹ Note that even though everyone made a mistake in this game, he was 
forgiven and allowed to come back to the front of the line.
 ʹ Point out that today’s lesson examines a more important type of 
forgiveness that we receive and that we should show others.
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 ʹ Show the “More Helpers” video or tell the missions story.
 ʹ Display the “Lesotho Map.” 
 ʹ Mention that doctors and nurses from the U.S. travel to Lesotho for 
short-term trips to provide medical care to the Basotho. 
 ʹ Invite a preteen to pray for the people who receive treatment at the 
medical clinic. Close the prayer time by praying for doctors and nurses 
who travel many miles to care for the Basotho.
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 › Pack Items 1, 2

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Videos

 › index cards–Write each 
word of Luke 4:18 on 
separate cards. Tape the 
cards in mixed-up order 
around the room. 
Option: “Luke 4:18 
Cards” (Printables) 

 › dry erase board and 
markers, pens, tape

Translation Note: Some 
versions of the Bible 
translate 70 times 7  
as 77 times.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Banner” (Pack). Agree that Jesus is the great 
teacher, but claim that you are probably the next greatest teacher.
 ʹ Welcome the group to your class, calling the church by the wrong name. 
Quickly correct yourself and ask their forgiveness.
 ʹ Remind the preteens of the previous two lessons, again making 
mistakes and correcting yourself if they do not do so promptly.
 ʹ Note that the text for this week comes from the “first book in the Old 
Testament, the Book of Matthew.” Again, wait to be corrected. Agree 
that you’re having a rough day, but insist that you are still probably the 
second greatest teacher around.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
TEACHING PICTURE 3
 ʹ Direct the kids to locate Matthew 18:21 in their Bibles, and enlist a 
volunteer to read Matthew 18:21 while another is prepared to write 
numbers that are mentioned in the verse on the dry erase board. Ensure 
that the number 7 is written on the board.
 ʹ Allow another person to read Jesus’ response in the next verse. Direct 
the scribe to write 70 above the 7 and then add a multiplication sign.
 ʹ Ask someone to do the math and discover the number of times Jesus 
said we should forgive. (490)
 ʹ Suggest that Jesus did not want His followers counting all the way to 
490 but to forgive people over and over. Note that Jesus then used a 
parable to illustrate the importance of forgiveness.
 ʹ Enlist volunteers to portray actions of the king, the servant who owed 
10,000 talents, the servant who owed 100 denarii, and other servants.
 ʹ Summarize the parable, guiding the actors to act out the events. Be 
sure to note that 10,000 talents was a huge amount of money while 
100 denarii was almost nothing.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture, and ask the group what moment from 
today’s story is being portrayed in the picture.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Direct the group to say, in unison, “You’re forgiven” ten times. Count 
them on your fingers as they speak them.
 ʹ Ask two volunteers to attempt to answer the first review question found 
on page 21. As you begin reading, instruct everyone else to say “You’re 
forgiven” repeatedly, keeping track of the number of times they say the 
phrase.
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as God forgives them.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › How many times was 
Peter willing to forgive? 
(seven times)

 › How many times did 
Jesus tell Peter to 
forgive? (70 times 7)

 › In Jesus’ story why 
did the king forgive 
such a large amount? 
(The servant begged 
him, and the king was 
compassionate.)

 › How did the first servant 
treat the other servant 
who owed him? (He 
grabbed the man, choked 
him, and demanded 
payment.)

 › What did the king do 
when he heard what the 
first servant had done 
to the other servant? 
(The king threw the first 
servant in jail.)

 › What did Jesus want 
Peter to learn from this 
story? (God wants us to 
forgive others and really 
mean it.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Ephesians 4:32.

 ʹ Note the volunteer who answered the question correctly first and how 
many times “You’re forgiven” had been spoken before the question was 
answered. A lower score is better.
 ʹ Repeat this process with other volunteers and the remaining questions.
 ʹ Ask: “How many times has ‘You’re forgiven’ been said during this 
activity?” Admit that you don’t have an exact number, but insist that it is 
considerably less than 70 times 7.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Verse” poster (Pack), reminding the preteens that 
Jesus taught that He is the Messiah. After a moment, conceal the poster.
 ʹ Ask the kids to move to the first word in the verse among the words on 
the wall. Give them a moment to change their choice if needed before 
identifying the correct word.
 ʹ Continue this process through the remaining words of the verse. 
 ʹ Challenge a volunteer to run to the various words in order as quickly as 
possible, while the others call out the words and check the work.
 ʹ Show the Luke 4:18 poster again, and emphasize that only someone set 
apart by God could transform people like Jesus does. Jesus transformed 
people through His love.  

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Write this math problem on the dry erase board: 3,942 x 6,713.
 ʹ Choose a volunteer and explain to him what you are about to do. Direct 
the volunteer to come to the board and work the problem. Instantly 
begin harassing the volunteer with criticism and judgment. “How slow 
are you? Don’t you know how to do math?”
 ʹ Stop the person working the problem. Ask the person to start again. 
This time be helpful and encouraging. “That’s not right, but you can get 
it. You might try it this way.”
 ʹ Stop the problem again. Agree with the group that it is easier to work 
when we know that our mistakes will not be held against us.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness displays a love that can 
transform people.
 ʹ Look back to the math problem and announce that the answer is 
obviously 26,462,646.
 ʹ Invite volunteers to offer prayers asking for forgiveness from God and 
also asking to be made more forgiving.
 ʹ Dismiss kids to Live It Out groups.
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CHOICE 1
“FLOWING FORGIVENESS” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind the group that Jesus takes forgiveness very seriously.
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and guide kids to complete the flowchart 
based on Matthew 6:14-15.
 ʹ Allow the kids to relate the statements in these verses to the parable 
Jesus shared in Matthew 18:23-35. 
 ʹ Point out that the king (who represents God) forgave his servant (us) a 
huge debt (our sins) and that the servant failed when he did not forgive 
another person a tiny debt.

“UNFORGIVEABLE CASES” (PACK ITEM 6)
 ʹ Distribute five of the “Unforgiveable Cases” cards to individuals, holding 
back the “Jesus” card for yourself.
 ʹ Ask each person, in turn, to read the situation on his card.
 ʹ Ask: “Does this person have a reason to be angry or hurt?”
 ʹ Point out the tape line on the floor. Direct the group to vote on how hard 
this case would be to forgive by standing on the number line to indicate 
how they feel (not serious at all, number 1), to the far right in the room 
(super serious, number 10), or somewhere in between.
 ʹ When all five cards have been shared, read the “Jesus” card. Agree that 
this case should be the absolute hardest thing to forgive.
 ʹ Ask: “If Jesus can forgive people like us for our sins against Him, how 
can we not forgive others?”

CHOICE 2
“FLOWING FORGIVENESS” (ACTIVITY PAGE), (MUSIC)
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages, and guide kids to complete the flowchart 
based on Matthew 6:14-15. Play “I WIll Follow You” while preteens work.
 ʹ Allow the kids to relate the statements in these verses to the parable 
Jesus shared in Matthew 18:23-35. 
 ʹ Point out that the king (who represents God) forgave his servant (us) a 
huge debt (our sins) and that the servant failed when he did not forgive 
another person a tiny debt.

THE WEB
 ʹ Ask the preteens to name the people or type of people they might 
interact with during the course of a week.
 ʹ Create tags on sticky notes for each category of people: coach, teacher, 
mother, father, brother, and so forth. Insert a push pin through each tag 
and attach them to the foam core board.
 ʹ Add another tag and pin, labeled God, in the center of the cluster of 
pins. Make a tag and label it You and place it near the label God. 

CHOICE 1 
 › Pack Item 6 

 › Activity Pages

 › painter’s tape–Make a 
line on the floor and use 
the tape to make number  
1 on one end of the line 
and a number 10 on the 
opposite end of the line.

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages 

 › Music

 › foam core board, push 
pins, sticky notes, 
scissors, marker

 › yarn or string, 2 colors 
(preferably in bright 
colors)
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 ʹ Use one color string to attach the You to God.
 ʹ Invite the preteens to connect each of the pins to the other with the 
other color of yarn, creating a web of relationships. 
 ʹ Ask: “How do you depend on these people?” Allow a few volunteers to 
share the connections represented by the yarn. 
 ʹ Say: “If you are not willing to forgive someone when they hurt you . . . .” 
Snip a relationship yarn with the scissors. Ask what happens when these 
connections are cut.
 ʹ Emphasize that God wants us to forgive others. He wants us to have a 
strong web of relationships to help us.
 ʹ Suggest that when the connection to God is loose, the connections to 
others won’t be as strong.

CHOICE 3
THE NEED FOR SORRY
 ʹ Ask the preteens to look at Matthew 6:14-15 in their Bibles.
 ʹ Allow them to consider whether it is easier to admit we are wrong and 
ask forgiveness or to forgive someone who has wronged us.
 ʹ Ask: “Did Jesus say we should only forgive people if they apologize?” 
Acknowledge that He told us to forgive without conditions.

DOING THE HARD THING
 ʹ Instruct the group to fold a piece of paper in half and write on the 
inside—so no one can easily see—a list of people against whom they 
might hold a grudge. Suggest preteens use initials rather than names.
 ʹ Note that this list could include individuals or groups. Share a sampling 
of your own list.
 ʹ Allow volunteers to share one of the people on their lists.
 ʹ Ask: “Can you forgive them?”
 ʹ Pass out the note cards, challenging the kids to write briefly to the 
person or group, explaining the offense and that they have been 
forgiven.
 ʹ Advise the preteens to consider whether they would want to share their 
notes with the people or to simply hold on to them to recall their acts of 
forgiveness.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Remind the kids that God has forgiven us much more by forgiving our 
sins than we can ever forgive another person.
 ʹ Emphasize that if forgiving others were an easy and natural thing, Jesus 
would not have spent so much effort talking about it.
 ʹ Challenge the group to let go of any grudges they have in their lives.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › copy paper, pens

 › blank (on the inside) 
generic note cards and 
envelopes

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as God forgives them.
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