
Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 11

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The pattern of the Book of Acts seems to be “preach and flee, preach and flee.” In the 

preaching, many came to believe in Jesus, and in the fleeing, the message continued 

to spread. After being run out of yet another city by the Jews who pursued him and 

the riots incited against him, Paul’s friends whisked him away by boat to Athens. As 

he waited for Silas and Timothy to join him, Paul caught a glimpse of the city’s pulse. 

He was appalled when he saw the city filled with false gods and realized the people 

worshiped them. So he did what he was called to do: preach Christ. He preached the 

good news to the Jews in the synagogue, to the Athenians in the marketplace, and to 

anyone anywhere they gathered to hear the latest speakers and philosophers. 

Intrigued by his words about Jesus and the resurrection, the philosophers escorted 

Paul to the Areopagus (Mars’ Hill). For once, Paul was not on trial. It was possible 

he was taken there to receive a permit to give a public lecture about Jesus, a new 

idea for them. Given the opportunity, Paul acknowledged the Athenians’ extreme 

religiosity. He used an altar with an inscription to an unknown god as his object 

lesson to point out that with all the gods they worshiped, they had missed the one 

true God. In their efforts not to offend a god they might have forgotten, they tried 

to include every god, even the unknown ones. Paul revealed that Jesus was the only 

One appointed by God to whom they must repent. Instead of following the example 

of the temple priest, false worshipers, or personalities of their many gods, they were 

to follow Jesus.

As you look at your life, in what ways are you following Jesus’ example in word and 

deed? In a culture where so much, including self, is elevated to a god-like position, 

how will you be most effective in sharing Jesus as the only One worthy of ultimate 

loyalty? 

PAUL TAUGHT 
IN ATHENS

LIFE POINT: people can learn about Jesus.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus is God’s Son.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 17:16-24

WEEKLY VERSE
Learn about Jesus.  
2 Peter 3:18

UNIT VERSE
God loved us and sent  
His Son.  
1 John 4:10

For more great ideas, go to  
www.biblestudiesforlife.com/
kidshelps.

JESUS
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 14, 34: “Weekly 
Verses,” “Unit 3 Verse” 

 ›Teaching Pictures 10, 11

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Bible

 ›Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in your Bible at 
2 Peter 3:18. 

GROUP TIME 
►Sing a song about Jesus. Sing “We Love to Learn About Jesus” (track 9) together. 

►Tell the Bible story. Open your Bible to Acts 17. Mention that today’s Bible story is 

in the Book of Acts. Comment that Paul traveled to many places to tell people about 

Jesus. Add that in today’s Bible story Paul traveled to a city named Athens. 

PAUL TAUGHT IN ATHENS
—Based on Acts 17:16-24

Paul had been to many places to tell people about Jesus. He traveled to the city of 

Athens. While there, Paul went to the synagogue and told the people about Jesus.

Paul went to the marketplace every day and told anyone he met about Jesus. 

Some men heard Paul teaching about Jesus. They wanted to know more. The men 

asked Paul to go with them to a special meeting place on a hill. People came from 

all over Athens to the meeting place on the hill.

Paul stood up in the meeting and said, “I want to tell you what I know about God. 

God created the world and everything in it. He made all people. He wants people to 

love Him.” Paul told the people about Jesus, God’s Son.

Some of the people did not believe what Paul was saying. Some people wanted 

Paul to tell them more. Some people believed what Paul said. Paul helped people in 

Athens learn about Jesus.

►Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture and ask questions. Invite a 

child to attach the picture next to last week’s picture. Look at last week’s picture 

and remind the children that Paul met a woman named Lydia. Say you will add 

more pictures of Paul as you hear more Bible stories about his travels. Ask why Paul 

traveled to many places. Say that people who go to other places to teach about Jesus 

are called missionaries.

►Learn the Bible Verses. Encourage the children to repeat the Weekly Verse. 

Comment that you are glad the children are learning about Jesus. Hold up the 

Unit 3 Verse strip. Read the verse. Ask the children to repeat it. Say that they learn 

about Jesus, God’s Son, at church.

►Tell friends that Jesus is God’s Son. Play “All About Jesus” (track 10). Lead boys and 

girls to move around the room. Stop the music and tell them to find partners and 

shout, “Jesus is God’s Son!” Start the music and move again. Repeat several times.

►Wrap it up. Show the “Paul Taught in Athens: Life Action” video. Pray, thanking God 

for Paul teaching about Jesus and for the people at your church who help others 

learn about Jesus.  
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

MOLD SOMETHING GOD CREATED 
Before the session make enough self-hardening play dough for each child to have a piece. 
Post the Allergy Alert.

 • Guide each child to complete the Kids Activity Page.

 • Encourage the children to think of something that God created. Give suggestions 

such as fruit, animals, people, and plants. 

 • Give each child a piece of play dough. Ask the children to create something to 

remind them that God created the world. 

 • Place the creations on paper plates to dry so children can take them home. (Print 

names on the plates.)

 • Comment that Paul told the people in Athens that God created the world, God made 

people, and God sent His Son because He loved the people. Say that Paul helped 

people in Athens learn about Jesus. (Art)

WORSHIP GOD WITH MUSIC
 • Play songs about Jesus and God. Encourage the children to choose instruments, play 

the instruments, and sing along.

 • Change instruments frequently to give children an opportunity to play a variety of 

instruments.

 • Comment that God loves us and sent Jesus. Say that people can learn about Jesus 

and sing about Him. (Music)

BUILD A CHURCH
 • Encourage the children to build a church or synagogue or large hill. 

 • Open the Bible to Acts 17 and tell the Bible story in your own words. 

 • Show the Teaching Picture. Comment that Paul told the people about God’s love for 

them and that God sent Jesus. 

 • Read together the book Learn About Jesus.

 • Use the background and story figures to play out the Bible story. (Blocks)

PLAY A BIBLE VERSE GAME
Before the session, print each word of the Weekly Verse on a different piece of construction 
paper. Place one word in each row of the Giant Game Floor Mat. Add more construction 
paper to fill up the game mat. If the game mat is unavailable, tape words to the floor.

 • Encourage children to start at the top of the mat and jump from word to word as 

they say the verse.

 ›CD: “Self-Hardening Play 
Dough,” “Allergy Alert”

 ›Kids Activity Page

 ›Pencils, paper plates, 
items to make play dough, 
marker

 ›CD 

 ›Variety of rhythm 
instruments

 ›Pack Items 36, 37, 39: 
“Bible Scene Backgrounds” 
(city scene), “Bible Story 
Figures” (Paul, men, 
women), “Book: Learn 
About Jesus”

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›Bible, blocks

 ›Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses” 

 ›Giant Game Floor Mat®, 
markers, construction 
paper, beanbag
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT people can learn about Jesus.

 • Take turns tossing the beanbag onto the game mat and naming the color that the 

beanbag lands on. Ask the children to name something God created that is the color 

the beanbag landed on.

 • Pray, thanking God for loving us and for creating the whole world. Thank Him for 

Paul and other missionaries who help people learn about Jesus. (Games)

TAKE A PUZZLE WALK
Before the session, take photos of different areas of your church.

 • Give each child a card to match to the items in the book Find It at Church. 

 • Tell the children to hold up their own card when they see it in the book.

 • Pull out the photos of your church and tell the children that you are going to take a 

puzzle walk. 

 • Give each child a photo or card and tell the preschoolers that they need to look for 

the item pictured on their card as you walk through the church. 

 • Follow your church’s safety protocol as you walk.

 • Tell children that people learn about Jesus at your church. (Puzzles)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS
Look at the Missions Pictures and talk about Morocco. Comment that missionaries 

tell people in Morocco about Jesus. Record each child as she tells one thing she has 

learned about Jesus. Share each child’s video with her parents. (Do not share on social 

media without permission from each parent.)

LOOK AT A BIBLE
As the children color, review the Bible story in your own words. Ask the children 

to name people who help them learn about Jesus. Look at pictures of Jesus in a 

children’s illustrated Bible and let the children tell you what is happening in each 

picture. Compliment the children for all they are learning about Jesus.

CLEAN UP
Play quiet music as the children clean up. Begin cleanup with the children who will 

need the most time to clean up. Move around the room giving children specific jobs 

and thanking boys and girls who are working hard.

 ›Pack Items 40, 41: “Book: 
Find It at Church,” “Find It at 
Church Cards” 

 ›Puzzles of church, 
temple, or synagogue; 
photographs of different 
areas of your church 
(could include entrance, 
steeple, pulpit, preschool 
classroom, offering plates, 
windows, sign)

 ›CD: “Unit 3 Missions 
Pictures” 

 ›Smartphone or video 
recorder

 ›CD: “Paul Taught in Athens” 
Coloring Page

 ›Crayons, children’s 
illustrated Bible
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