
Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of August 4

As the missionary efforts continued, more and more people believed in Jesus, and 

Paul’s team increased. By this point, Silas, Timothy, and presumably Luke—the 

recorder of these events—were with Paul as they sailed from Troas to hit three more 

cities with the gospel. (Barnabas had taken a separate missions trip with John Mark.) 

At Philippi Paul and his team wanted to observe the Sabbath in this important and 

influential Greek city, but Philippi may not have had enough Jewish men required 

to form a synagogue. To accommodate Jewish worshipers, people could gather 

outside for prayer. The team had heard about one such group that regularly prayed 

together and found them at their open-air prayer meeting beside the river. Scripture 

only records that a group of women gathered to pray, and one of the women praying 

at the river was Lydia. She was a businesswoman who dealt in trading purple cloth. 

Purple represented wealth, royalty, and status. The color purple was expensive to 

make and possess. Lydia enjoyed a successful business and obviously had influence. 

When Paul shared that Jesus was sent to be the Savior, she believed and so did her 

household (a clue that she had influence). After they were baptized, Lydia insisted 

Paul and his companions stay at her home (a clue that she was successful enough to 

have a house large enough to accommodate Paul and his friends). 

Lydia’s conversion created a base for the first church in Europe. The church at 

Philippi followed Jesus’ example of extending His Father’s love to all, regardless of 

race, religion, or gender. Considering the church at Philippi grew from a small band of 

women, how can you use this story to spread the gospel and take the good news to 

your town, city, or community? 

LYDIA LEARNED 
ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: Jesus is God’s son.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus is God’s Son.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:11-15

WEEKLY VERSE
God loved us and sent  
His Son.  
1 John 4:10

UNIT VERSE
God loved us and sent  
His Son.  
1 John 4:10

Preschoolers love to get mail. 
Check out Bible Studies For 
Life: Kids Jesus Loves You! 
Postcards (005806097) at 
lifeway.com/kids. 

For more great ideas, go to  
www.biblestudiesforlife.com/
kidshelps.

JESUS
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 14, 34: “Weekly 
Verses,” “Unit 3 Verse” 

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Bible, purple crepe paper 
streamers, scissors

 ›Cut an 18-inch crepe paper 
streamer for each child.

 ›Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in a Bible at 
1 John 4:10.

 ›Cut off the Unit 3 Verse 
strip.

GROUP TIME 
►Wave streamers to music. Give each child a crepe paper streamer. Play “All About 

Jesus” (track 10). Lead the children to wave the streamers to the music. Move your 

streamer in circles, up and down, low, and over your head. Gather back in the group-

time area and collect the streamers before you tell the Bible story.

►Tell the Bible story. Open your Bible to Acts 16. Mention that today’s Bible story 

is in the Book of Acts. Comment that Paul traveled to many places and told people 

about Jesus. Say that in today’s Bible story Paul is visiting a town called Philippi.

LYDIA LEARNED ABOUT JESUS
—Based on Acts 16:11-15

Paul and his friends traveled to many places, telling people about Jesus. They went 

to the city of Philippi and stayed several days.

On the day for church, Paul and his friends left the city and walked down to the 

river. They sat down to talk to the women who met beside the river to pray. Paul 

and his friends told the women that Jesus was God’s Son.

One of the women was named Lydia. She sold purple cloth. Lydia loved God very 

much. She listened carefully as Paul told the women about Jesus.

Lydia believed what Paul was saying. Lydia and her family were baptized to show 

that they loved Jesus.

Lydia invited Paul and his friends to come and stay at her house. And they did.

►Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture and ask questions. Invite a child 

to attach the picture on a wall or bulletin board in the group-time area. Comment 

that we will add more pictures of Paul this month as we hear more Bible stories 

about his travels. Ask the children why Paul traveled to many places. Encourage them 

to share something they could tell another person about Jesus. 

►Learn the Bible Verses. Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse marker at 1 John 4:10. 

Encourage the children to repeat the verse after you. Hold up the Unit 3 Verse strip 

and say the verse again. Ask the children to repeat it again.

►Sing a song about Jesus. Sing “Jesus Is So Special” (track 11) together. 

►Wrap it up. Show the “Lydia Learned About Jesus: Life Action” video. Name people 

who help the preschoolers learn about Jesus (parents, teachers, pastor, and so forth). 

Pray, thanking God for Paul teaching about Jesus and for the people who help us 

learn about Jesus. 
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

WORK PUZZLES 
Cut today’s Bible Story Puzzle in strips. Add magnets to the back of each piece. Cut two 
pieces of each kind of cloth to about 3-by-3-inch squares. Put one square of each kind of 
cloth in a gift bag.

 • Help each child complete the Kids Activity Page.

 • Comment that Paul told many people about Jesus as the children work the puzzles.

 • Lead children to identify the puzzle that shows Paul and Lydia.

 • Let the children choose one square of cloth. Encourage them to reach into the bag 

and find the matching square without looking. Comment that Lydia sold cloth. Talk 

about how Lydia learned about Jesus. (Puzzles)

SEW ON PURPLE CLOTH
Before the session, stretch pieces of cloth across each embroidery hoop. Thread the 
needles with two strands of floss. 

 • Comment that we usually buy our clothes at stores. Say that sometimes people sew 

their own clothes. Point to Lydia in the Teaching Picture and say that Lydia was a 

woman who sold purple cloth. People probably bought her cloth and sewed it into 

clothing. 

 • Encourage children to push the needle up from the bottom of the hoop and then 

back down instead of looping the thread around the hoop. When a child finishes, 

remove the purple cloth and print the child’s name on the edge of the cloth. Put 

another purple cloth in the hoop for the next child.

 • Tell the Bible story in your own words as the children work. (Dramatic Play)

PLAY OUT THE BIBLE STORY IN SAND
Cut out the Bible Story Figures, laminate or cover with clear contact plastic, and mount 
each one on blocks. Laminate the Bible Scene Backgrounds. Place the background, 
figures, and artificial greenery in the sand. Post the Allergy Alert.

 • Encourage the children to play out the Bible story. 

 • Comment that we meet at church to learn about Jesus but Lydia and the other 

women met by a river. 

 • Mention that Paul told Lydia and the women that God loved us and sent His Son. 

 • Remind the children that Lydia listened carefully to Paul, believed what he said, and 

was baptized. 

 • Suggest that the children use blocks to build Lydia’s house. 

 • Move the Paul and Lydia figures to the house. (Blocks)

 ›Pack Item 35: “Bible Story 
Puzzles” 

 ›Kids Activity Page

 ›Pencils, puzzles that show 
people or church, cloth 
scraps, gift bag, adhesive 
magnets, metal cookie 
sheet or magnet board, 
scissors

 ›Teaching Picture 10 

 ›Embroidery hoops, 
purple cloth, large plastic 
needles, several colors of 
embroidery floss, scissors, 
marker

 ›ALTERNATE IDEA: Cut 
purple paper into wide 
strips. Punch holes along 
each strip. Lead children to 
thread yarn in and out of 
the holes.

 ›Pack Items 36, 37, 38: 
“Bible Scene Backgrounds” 
(river scene), “Bible Story 
Figures” (Paul, Lydia, 
women), “Block Templates” 
(house)

 ›CD: “Allergy Alert”

 ›Sand in sand table or 
large plastic bin, blocks, 
scissors, pieces of artificial 
greenery, tape
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT Jesus is God’s son.

PAINT WITH PURPLE PAINT
Before the session, pour purple paint in one paint cup. Make other shades of purple by 
mixing it with white or black paint. Provide at least three different shades of purple paint.

 • Help a child put on a smock before painting. Encourage children to experiment with 

the different shades of purple in creating designs or pictures.

 • Comment that we read in the Bible that Lydia sold purple cloth and loved God very 

much. She believed Jesus was God’s Son. 

 • Guide the children to wipe their brushes on the edge of the paint cups and return the 

brushes to the correct color of paint. (Art)

READ BOOKS ABOUT CHURCH
Cut apart the cards. Place the books on a blanket. 

 • Read a book to a child or allow her to “read” the book herself by looking at the 

pictures. Encourage the children to find the cards that match the items pictured in 

the book Find It at Church.

 • Read other books about Jesus and church together.

 • Comment that the children come to church to learn about Jesus. (Books)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

PLAY A LETTER MATCH GAME
Cut apart the letters that match the verse. Place the letters in a small basket. 

Look at the Missions Pictures and comment that people in Morocco need to learn 

about Jesus. Remind children that our Bible Verse today tells us that God loved us and 

sent His Son. Let the children take turns drawing a letter from the basket and placing 

it on the correct letter on the Bible Verse strip. Pray for the people in Morocco.

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS
As the children color, review the Bible story in your own words. Remind the children 

that they can also tell others about Jesus. Suggest that they give their completed 

picture to a friend and tell the friend that Jesus loves him.

CLEAN UP
Start cleanup by going to the area that will take the longest time to clean up. Give 

each child in that area a specific job. Move to other areas and give specific directions. 

 ›Purple, black, and white 
paint; paintbrushes and 
cups; large sheets of paper; 
table or easel; plastic 
tablecloth or newspaper 
to protect table or easel; 
painting smocks 

 ›Pack Items 39, 40, 41: 
“Book: Learn About Jesus,” 
“Book: Find It at Church,” 
“Find It at Church Cards”

 ›Other books about church 
and Jesus, blanket, scissors

 ›Pack Item 34: “Unit 3 Verse”

 ›CD: “Unit 3 Missions 
Pictures” 

 ›Small basket

 ›CD: “Lydia Learned About 
Jesus” Coloring Page

 ›Crayons
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