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Every Good Church Is Messy
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9:00 A.M. --- NURSERY THRU 4 YEAR OLDS Room 107
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Minister of Students
Jason McDaniel

11:00 A.M. ---- INFANTS – ROOM 107
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Hispanic Minister
Alfonso Illidge
Office Manager
Kathy Wood
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Dwayne Knox
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Leslie Cannon & Michelle McDaniel
Amy Byrd & Rene’ Milner
Leslie Cannon & Trey Cochran
Gwen Brightman & Sharon Johnston
Virginia Ayock & René Milner

Jan Singleton & Jenny Eidson
Kathy Wood, Jinger Partin
Keri Coley, Mindy Miller
Whitney Grubbs, Charlotte Gilpin
Charlie Koehl & Sherry Blanchard

11:00 A.M. ---- TODDLERS – ROOM 109
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Wendy James, Megan Hendrick
Karen Lambert, Dawn Loughney
Lisa Grace & Brandie Henry
Debbie Crespo, Michelle Gaddy
Judy Kearns & Rachel Davis

11:00 A.M. ----- 3 & 4 YEAR OLDS – ROOM 110
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Janice Hale, Grace Katherine James & Jessica Salter
Karen Davis, Mary Richardson & Dot Smith
Gary Milner, Sydnie Gill & Melissa Lambert
Sharnell White, Tammy Sensing & Delaney Parker
Amy Lee, Olivia Sims & Clara Roberts

I have been in the church for over twenty years now. I’ll never
forget my first experience in a real Bible-believing, Spirit-filled,
grace-singing church. I was surprised people enjoyed being
there, floored that they knew the words to the songs, and
freaked out that they talked about their faith when they
weren’t at church. I saw spouses doting over each other, kids
being respectful, and college students staying sober. It had a
tremendous effect on me — I was sold on the church.
Twenty years later, I have felt the pains of being in church. I
have felt the pain of getting ground up in the gears of church
politics, leaders leaving members in the dust on decisions,
friends uttering harsh words, members ruining their lives in
sin, and congregational meetings that almost seemed like an
episode of Jerry Springer.
Church hasn’t always been pleasant. But while I’ve watched
many people give up on the church and flee from it like a
haunted house, nevertheless, I still love the church and even
decided to move my family to rebuild a struggling church.
What I am doing may confound people, but despite the
imperfection and sin we see in the church, we still love the
church.
No Surprises
No one should be surprised that the church is made up of
sinners — it’s one of the admissions that opens the
membership door in the first place: we are not perfect and
never will be in this life. At its best, the church in this age
consists of sinners who are sincerely but imperfectly following
Christ. And inevitably, the church also has people who are not
truly following Christ.
Even the earliest churches in the New Testament were this
way. People were proud of their gifts (1 Corinthians 12:21),
unloving, unwilling to associate with other races (Galatians
2:11–12), some were involved with lawsuits (1 Corinthians
6:1), some were getting drunk during communion (1
Corinthians 11:21), some were living in sexual immorality and

Paul was not derailed by any of these things. And he
certainly didn’t give up on the church. He said these
differences are necessary to prove who is genuine in their
faith (1 Corinthians 11:19). The mess was in line with what
the apostles expected, and it should be with us, too.
So, why do I love the inconvenient, messy, and sometimes
painful local expression of Christ’s body?
1. We are humbled by those who are hard to love.
God is bringing people of different backgrounds,
nationalities, socioeconomic statuses, and spiritual
maturity levels together (Ephesians 3:10). The church’s
diversity is a beautiful thing, and part of the beauty is that
it grows us by bringing us into orbit with people unlike us
— sometimes with people who are hard to love.
Loving lovable people is easy. Associating with unlovable
people in unlovable situations will always make us marvel
at the love of Christ. It forces us to grow in knowing and
sharing that love. In the mess, we will find beautiful
displays of forgiveness, compassion, humility, and
reconciliation. These never would have been seen apart
from the mess.
2. We are warned by those who fall away.
Some of the worst things I’ve seen in the church were
caused by people who had fallen away (or were falling
away) from the faith. Seeing the results of their actions was
sobering. When I first saw the problems in the church, I
thought Jesus was the problem. I thought his work in our
church was insufficient, or at least incomplete, and that he
was the reason we faced the issues we did.
Then I realized most of those people causing scenes were
struggling in their faith. This aroused compassion in me,
rather than judgment, and it made me want to pray for and
help them (Matthew 18:12). If I had left the church at the
first glimpse of trouble, I would not have understood the
root issue of the problems — or the vital importance of
striving in faith side by side with other Christians
(Philippians 1:27).
(Continued on the next page)

René Milner
PBC Children’s Minister

(Continued)
3. We are prepared to love outside the church.
I have become more gracious and less judgmental. I have
learned to work through disagreement when it occurs.
This lesson has been massive, not just in church settings,
but for how I act at the office and with my family. I have
learned to love better, more fervently and consistently.
4. We learn to love what God loves.
The greatest and most important reason why I love the
church is that God loves the church. Christ loves his bride,
his holy ones for whom he died to purchase them with his
own blood (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:22–23; Revelation
21:2, 9–10; 22:17). If the one who had to die to make us
holy is not ashamed to call us brothers, how could we
refuse to love those who are sinners like us (Hebrews
2:11)?

No one should
be surprised
that the church
is made up
of sinners
God’s plan to make his grace known to the world is not for
a bunch of perfect people to live together in perfect
harmony, but rather, for sinful people to cling desperately
to Jesus, even in the hardest instances. God’s light may
not shine in every corner of the church, but it still shines
all around. When the church looks to Jesus for help in our
weaknesses, powerful things can happen.
Paul saw the mess in each of the churches, and he still
gave his life to building them (Acts 20:24). The reason we
love the church, and all its mess, and all its baggage, is
because it’s there that we see God’s amazing grace
conquering our sins and transforming us to look like his
Son. When the world sees that, even the mess of the
church can make Jesus look great.
Keith Welton is the lead pastor at Bridgeway Church in
Alpharetta, Georgia. He is the author of Finding Reasons
to Believe and Working for Glory. He and his wife
Amanda have four children
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Wow – October is here! How did that happen so fast?
Those of you who have been around PBC for years know
what happens here in October. For those of you who are
new – welcome to the month of our largest one-day
outreach event! Trunk R Treat! Kids of all ages enjoy
Trunk R Treat each October. Without the support of the
entire church family, it wouldn’t be possible to invite so
many here for one evening. There are many ways you can
help with this event. If you attend Bible Study classes, you
will find a sign-up sheet in your class folder. There will also
be a sign-up sheet at the Children’s Check In Counter.
Look over the list below and start thinking of how YOU can
help this month. Trunk R Treat will be held on Sunday,
October 29th from 5:00-7:00 PM.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Host a trunk – there are lots of fun ideas!
Supervise the giant slide or a game booth
Help with registration
Paint Faces
Help with the concession items – popcorn, cotton
candy and slushies
Grill hot dogs
Help serve the hot dog dinner
Donate candy or small prizes – donation tubs are
located at both staircases
Help with setup beginning at 1:00 PM
Help with clean up at 7:00 PM

Karen Crawford
Upward Basketball
Upward Basketball and Cheerleading is just around the corner.
In fact, evaluations are being held on October 16th and 17th.
Mark these dates on your calendar because we’ll be needing
help on both nights. Our Upward Basketball & Cheerleading
program has had great growth over the last couple of years,
but that creates a major need for volunteers from our church.
We need YOUR help in this ministry! It’s a great way to
spread God’s word throughout the community. We are
always in need of coaches and often just someone to lead
devotion each week during practice. You need not be able to
run around the court to coach…the kids just need someone to
teach them the game and, more importantly, teach them
about the love of Jesus. Practice begins the week after
Thanksgiving and games will be held on Saturdays in January
and February.

If you have other ideas for fun family entertainment during
Trunk R Treat – give me a call! Let’s make this year’s event
one kids will remember all year long!

In addition to needing coaches and referees, help is also
needed to set up and “tear down” chairs each week for
practice and games. Jack Wooddall has agreed to be our
“chair leader” again this year and would greatly appreciate
your help with this undertaking.

René Milner 404-661-0862 (cell)
renez.milner@gmail.com

Please contact me for more information on where you can
“fit” in this wonderful outreach ministry.
Karen Crawford
Upward.pbc@gmail.com

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the
Lord and not for men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
Colossians 3:23-24

Jason McDaniel
PBC Student Minister
October is here
That means that leaves will be turning colors and fall will
be ushered in. The plans for our lives are often the same.
They hit us like a rushing wind, look pretty, often change
and fade away. Just like the leaves on a tree.
Proverbs 19: 20-21 (NLT) states, “Get all the advice and
instruction you can, so you will be wise the rest of your
life. You can make many plans, but the LORD’S purpose
will prevail.” Often youth live for the day. What does this
mean? It means that they do not take in to account the
end result of the choices that they make.

The Youth Minister in Sylacauga, Alabama, where I grew
up, told this statement to our youth group that I have
always remembered. He said bluntly, “The choices that
you make today will determine the lifestyles that you live
tomorrow!” Boy! Is that statement true. Students often fail
to think how their choices impact their future.
Just like the author of the Scripture mentioned at the
beginning said, we must get “all the advice and instruction
we can.” In the same way the PBC Student Ministry’s goal
is to help give all the advice and instruction of God’s word
to students so they can develop wise plans. This is done
through our Wednesday night services, Sunday Morning
Bible Study, and our Home groups that meet on Sunday
night. So, if you are a student or a parent of a student in
grades 6th-12th we invite you to come check us out and
receive “all the advice and instruction you can.”

October Birthdays

October 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
Men’s Ministry
No Upward
Soccer

10
Women’s
Conference
meeting 6p.m.

11
Students go to
Fields of Faith
Night 7-8 p.m.

12

13

14
Upward Soccer

18

19

20

21

Lord’s Supper

8
9
Students
Fall Fellowship
At Jerry
Watsons home
6-8 p.m.
15

16
17
Upward Basket- Sr. Adult apple
ball evaluations trip 9 a.m.

Upward Soccer

Upward Basketball evaluations
22

23

24

29
Trunk or Treat
5 p.m.

30

31

25

26

27

*Upward soccer
practice every
Tuesday
*First Place meets
every Thursday night

28
Upward Soccer
last game

** Regular
activities listed
below.

Jack Miller
Nathan Hester
Natalie Todd
Lisa Grace
Judy Kearns
Claiborne James
Steve Manning
Marius Cox
Nicki Miller
Mia Pircsuk
Amanda Richardson
Paul Grubbs
Hannah Sutherland
Camden Petrello
Don Hart
Jason McDaniel
Stephanie Smith
Nettie Espinosa
Sara Cochran
Nolan Crawford
Kylie Partin
Virginia Aycock
Melanie Baldwin
Joe Milner
Bobby Braun
Lea Bonner
Maisie Williams
Whitney Grubbs
Scott Farr
Lee Baldwin
Dylan Miller
Terry Hale
Jack Wooddall
Adonai Crespo
Katie Seagraves
Jackson Farr
Fred Kearns
Emmett Gentry
Billie Joiner
Jim Satterfield
Thad Gray
Frank Chester
James Carrigg

01
01
01
02
03
03
03
03
03
03
05
05
05
06
08
08
09
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
17
17
18
18

Kathy Wood
Jackson Sims
Rachel Douglas
Angie Hight
Colton Jones
Susan Wheeless
Lori Downs
Melissa Pickett
Michelle Gaddy
Raquel Miller
Christian Downs
Leah DeLaGarrza
Rachel Crosby
Charlotte Gilpin
Mitch Davis
Jason Weimer
James Palmer
Carol Parrott
Barbara Browning
Tim Banks
Erin Walker
Steve Entrekin
Donald Bowen
Ansley Carpenter

18
18
18
20
21
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
29
30
30
31

October Deacons
Sunday Mornings
Wednesday Evenings
Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Super Supper
5:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Study
10:00 a.m. PBC Kids’ activities
6:00 p.m.
Contemporary Worship Service 11:00 a.m. Prayer Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Momentum Student
Ministry
6:00 p.m.
PBC-YOU Classes
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice
6:45 p.m.
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Additional PBC Ministries
PBC Deaf Ministry
My Brother’s Ministry
PBC Food Pantry
PBC Media Ministry
PBC Ladies’ Fellowship/Ministry
PBC Mission Trips
Upward Basketball & Cheerleading
January & February
Palmetto Baptist Weekday Preschool
September—May
Upward Soccer – September and October
Men’s Ministry

October 1-7
Doyle Steele, Kenny Thompson, Jack Miller, Mike Robertson, David Johnston
October 8-14
Gary Wright, Erv Carter, Bobby Koehl, Mark Watson, Casey Aycock
October 15-21
Tommy Wood, Jeff Cannon, Alton Powell, Gary Milner, Ricky Walker
October 22-28
Eric Johnston, Scott Farr, Richard Munn, Toby Potter, Frank Lambert

