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9:00 a.m. --- Nursery thru 4 year olds -  
Room 107 
  7   Leslie Cannon & Rene’ Milner 
14    Amy Byrd & Rene’ Milner 
21   Leslie Cannon & Trey Cochran  
28  Gwen Brightman & Sharon Johnston 
 
11:00 a.m. ---- Infants – Room 107 
  7  Amy Watson & Kim Latham  
14   Kathy Wood, Jinger Partin, Mary Richardson 
21    Keri Coley, Mindy Miller, Sydnie Gill 
28   Whitney Grubbs, Delaney Parker, Charlotte Gilpin 
 
11:00 a.m. ---- Toddlers – Room 109 
  7   Teresa Self & Megan Hendrick 
14   Karen Lambert & Dawn Loughney 
21    Lisa Grace & Lyla Norton 
28   Debbie Crespo & Michelle Gaddy 
 
11:00 a.m. ----- 3 & 4 year olds – Room 110 
    7     Jessica Salter & Victoria Parks 
  14    Robin Hill & Dot Smith 
  21     Gary Milner & Amanda Palmer 

       28   Melissa Lambert & Gary Milner 
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As a member of the choir, hand bell 
ringers and women’s ensemble, I have 
been blessed to have known Chris for a 
number of years. Chris was 
multitalented and always strove to 
present the very best music program 
for our congregation.  He was always 
prepared for weeks in advance and 
would have us rehearse until it was 
almost flawless.  As a person Chris was 
patient and kind and a devoted 
Christian in all he did.    
Carol Creel 

I came on staff at Palmetto Baptist 
Church in 2005, and that is when I 
first met Chris Gould. He was 
always either at the church 
working, or he was out doing 
something church related. Chris 
would even come in on his days off 
to work in the Food Pantry, or go to 
pick up groceries for the Food 
Pantry, to get the bus gassed up 
and ready for a trip, and many 
other things. In my ten years at PBC 
I don't ever remember hearing 
Chris say, "That is not MY job!" 
Whatever needed to be done he 
was ready to do it. He was always 
excited about the music at PBC. I 
tried to get him to do more 
Southern Gospel, but most of the 
time he would just laugh at me. It 
was not his favorite music! I cannot 
think of a more Godly man than 
Chris Gould was. He gave me some 
very special advice when I first 
came to PBC, and I will always 
honor it. Ask me about it 
sometime! I will miss you forever 
Chris Gould!     
Judy Long 

Back on the day our family joined the 
church, we were not only grateful that 
PBC’s doors were open, but that they 
were open to us. We described 
ourselves as hungry strangers looking 
for a home. On each one of those early 
visits at the former building for the 
9:00 a.m. service, I remember passing 
by Chris at the front of the church on 
the way to Sunday School. He always 
smiled at me and said ‘hi’. It’s the little 
things like that gesture that have 
meant so much, especially when 
people are busy and you are new but 
want to feel accepted and welcome. 
Over the past year, we were 
encouraged by Chris after the 
Children’s Talent Showcase when he 
came over to talk to us. It was neat, 
and he was kind. For the Christmas 
cantata, we wanted to follow through 
with Chris’ intention of the 
presentation and get the clear message 
of the gospel to very simply come 
through. We had only just started 
having small conversations with him 
here and there, even up to the 
moment we sat down before the 
Children’s Christmas show. Hearing 
how much Chris influenced so much of 
what PBC is today, we owe him our 
gratitude because we have felt the love  
- his legacy - of the PBC church family. 
We’re honored to have met him. 
 Doug, Lorie, Sydney, and Chase Loop 

I miss him.  He sang my favorite 
song in preschool "...uh, uh, ohhh, 
today is the day YOU have made" 
and he was funny.   
Harley Grace Wall 

Some of the best advice I received 
when I began as the children's 
minister came from Chris. These 
two things come to my mind every 
day. Make folders for everything; 
when an idea pops up, write it 
down and slip that paper into the 
folder.  Put out the fire that is 
closest to me first - handle one 
event at a time!   
René Milner      

I am so glad to have known Chris Gould. He was 
such a witness for Christ and showed how a 
Christian should live on a day to day basis. Most 
of my fondest memories of Chris are on the 
mission trips. His organizational and leadership 
skills are second to none. He kept us focused on 
why we were there, but encouraged us to have 
fun. The devotions we had were always 
inspiring and uplifting. The music program with 
all its facets is a result of his musical expertise 
and talent. I will truly miss this genuine servant 
of God.  
Doug Kearns 

Chris was one of the most encouraging people I 
know. He was good to everyone. I was so 
grateful for the times he encouraged our boys as 
they were growing up. Thank you Chris for all 
your prayers and love for each of us. You will be 
sorely missed!  
Judy Kearns 
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Over the last three years there have been many things that I 
can remember about Chris Gould. The way that he showed 
support to the PBC Student Ministry by driving the bus to 
FUGE Camps, Winter Jam, Braves games or even Six Flags. 
The love that was shown by him through being obedient 
through serving. One funny thing that I remember during 
these three years working on staff with Chris was two years 
ago when the PBC Student Ministry went to FUGE Camp at 
North Greenville University. During this trip, we had some 
free time with the students and decided to take all of them 
out to eat. We decided to eat at a local Mexican restaurant 
where there was limited parking. Chris, being himself, found 
a spot to park the bus across the street from the selected 
restaurant. As we were letting the students off the bus, Chris 
and I were the last ones, due to locking the bus, and began 
to walk with the students. During this time, I look around 
just to see if anything else is parked around us and noticed 
that we had parked in the far corner of the parking lot of a 
gentleman’s club. I get Chris’ attention and in “Chris” form 
he replies “it was fun working with you.” That was what I 
loved about Chris. He always had ways to make you laugh. I 
enjoyed working with him and occasionally picking his brain 
about his years in youth ministry. He was always willing to 
share advice and help out wherever it was needed. He was 
truly the best example of what a servant of Christ should 
look like. 

Jason McDaniel 

Chris Gould is the reason the Farr family came to PBC almost 
30 years ago.  We began coming to PBC when Chris Gould was 
serving as the youth minister.  My brother, Stephen and I 
began coming to PBC with friends, to be a part of the youth 
group that Chris Gould led.  This was not Mr. Chris’s main 
position at PBC, but there was a need and he filled it along 
with his other duties at that time.  To me that is what sums up 
the legacy of Chris Gould at Palmetto Baptist Church… his 
duties and willingness to serve! Chris was always serving, no 
matter the job, he was willing if there was a need.  One of my 
favorite stories to tell about Chris Gould is during the days of 
PBC softball.  We needed a pitcher, most softball teams always 
need a pitcher, just ask Jeff Cannon or Neal Carson.  Mr. Chris, 
like many of the rest of us, didn’t really want to pitch, but 
guess what… He Did!  He did it effortlessly and batted close 
to .800 while doing so.  The man was “Mr. Clutch” when 
needed.  I think that can be said for his entire ministry.  When 
he was needed… he stepped up!  Whether it was Youth 
Minister, Softball Pitcher, Music Minister, Food Pantry 
Director, Bus Driver, Mission Trip Organizer, Jimmy Orr’s 
“personal reminder”, Husband, Father and Grandfather… Chris 
Gould stepped up to the plate.  The list of what Chris Gould did 
for PBC is endless and his impact is eternal. We will miss him 
along with all of his family and friends.  We thank Bonnie, 
Frances and Kimberly for sharing him and his many talents 
with Palmetto Baptist Church and the entire Palmetto 
community. We are better because of it. Matthew 25:23 
Scott Farr 
 
 

I have enjoyed a partnership with Chris Gould for over 30 
years.  We shared in ministry mostly, but as sounding boards 
and help-mates in particular.  When I first became Children’s 
Minister, I asked Chris to describe what my job would entail.  
He said, “whenever a child walks through the doors of the 
church, it’s your responsibility to point them toward Christ.”  
What a responsibility that put on my shoulders! Together we 
worked, planned, coordinated and implemented preschool 
and children’s choirs, hand bells, plays, backyard bible clubs, 
neighborhood  block parties, community special events, adult 
musical dramas, nursing home entertainment, etc. I would not 
have been able to succeed in any of these endeavors without 
the guidance and friendship from Chris.  Each one of Chris’ 
ministries had its own personality.  The most risqué ministry 
would be hand bells.  Think of this - all women, except for 
Chris and Mike Exner, and the topics we would bring up, from 
hormones, to what Sister So-And-So wore to church Sunday, 
what off-color remark this kid at church said, etc.  He would 
allow us to take it just so far before he would reign us in to 
start ringing.  But just remembering his laughter as we talked, 
his crinkled nose, shaking his head at us, brings a smile to my 
heart that I hope I never lose.  Probably everyone would agree 
that Chris was most in his element on mission trips.  Oh, the 
hard times we gave him – talk about different personalities, all 
thrown together for a week, after a long bus trip, in the heat, 
sometimes with 3 flat tires on the way.  And year after year, 
we came home changed, closer to God, closer to each other, 
ready to set the world on fire for Christ, because of Chris’ 
unwavering, faithful, Christian faith and leadership.  My life 
was changed because of Chris’ existence in my life, and my life 
has changed because of his death.  
Virginia Munn 

I watched Chris Gould for 29 years; it was my job as his 
accompanist.  Chris’s conducting gestures were not subtle, so 
he was easy to follow, but he communicated more than just 
time and tempo.  Because he was so talented and capable, he 
exuded enthusiasm, joy, and confidence to his choir.  It was a 
great pleasure to create music with him.  However, Chris never 
took the credit for any performance; in fact, he always insisted 
that any errors were his own.   He never failed to say, “Great 
job, folks—thanks!”  I watched as Chris took on enormous 
challenges.  When he introduced a new anthem to the choir, I 
would often think, “We’ll never learn this one in time.  Why 
don’t we do something easier?”  But Chris had a vision, he 
believed in us, and we invariably met the goal, making us all 
proud.  Our last Christmas program was a “reach” for us, but 
what a blessing it was!   Music was not his only passion; Chris 
also loved people—all people—and strove to make their lives 
happier.  At church dinners, I never saw him get in line until 
everyone else had gone through.  I don’t think he ever got a 
piece of Miss Vera Smith’s blueberry pie!  When he did finally 
get a plate, he and Bonnie always would sit with someone new, 
or someone who was alone—someone who needed a friend. 
Chris’s greeting to me was usually, “Hey—what’s going on?” He 
was a listener.  He was a good evaluator of people, but not a 
critic.   He was an encourager; he made others feel special and 
important.  His goal was to put the other person at ease, even 
if the situation wasn’t convenient for him. Setting high goals, 
being positive, loving and believing in people, using talents for 
God’s glory—I hope that, in the future, you will see in my life 
these lessons that I learned from watching Chris.   
Jill Exner 

The other day, I went with my parents, Mike and Jill Exner, to 
help pick out music for the adult choir.  We were lost in stacks 
and stacks of boxes still stored at the old church, looking for 
something Mr. Chris had already taught us singers.  The more 
music we pulled, the more memories I found:  The first 
Christmas Cantata I took part in as a 3rd grader.  I was just a kid 
and Mr. Chris trusted me to sing a solo.  What a big moment in 
my young life.  Then I saw the Youth Choir book Mr. Chris 
taught me how to harmonize in.  We sang every song in that 
book!  I can remember how heavy it was to hold on choir trips.  
I found the Cantata my oldest son, Dane, played Jesus in, and 
then I found the one a few years later that Brent got to play the 
Christ child, too.  So many years.  So many boxes of music. My 
memories of Mr. Chris are much like those boxes.  Precious, 
important moments in my life that have flown by without much 
celebration, but have paved the way to make me who I am.  I 
would not have my love of music, would not have gone to the 
college that I went to, would not have had the confidence I have 
today if it had not been for this one man.  Mr. Chris.  At the 
funeral last month, my sister and I both sang in the choir for Mr. 
Chris.  We stood together, trying not to cry, refusing to talk, 
because we just still could not believe it.  I hope he knows how 
important he was to us, to our family, to our lives.  He took no 
credit, he took no bow--always gave all the glory to God.  Now, 
only in his absence do we see all the times he quietly was there, 
all the skill he used to bring us together.  We are moving on, 
albeit clumsily at times, but there is a hole left that we cannot 
fill.  He was a teacher, a performer, a mentor, a leader, a friend, 
the likes of which we may never see again.  We love you, Mr. 
Chris.  We miss you, and we always will. 
Erin Exner Walker 

We were playing for the opening of the first year of Powers 
Crossroads country fair. Chris and Bonnie were newly 
married, and he was leading the music at Unity Baptist 
Church in Newnan.  That was also my church.  I was in 
college, playing in the Redcoat Band at the time.  I didn’t 
really know Chris that well, for I was really focused on dating 
my new girlfriend, Jill Ritch, also playing in the community 
band.  Months later, I became the part time Music Minister 
at Gay Baptist Church in Gay, Georgia.  The Western Baptist 
Association was having their annual meeting at Gay Baptist, 
and Chris was leading the music for the meeting.  After the 
general assembly, when I first talked to Chris personally, I 
recognized his earnestness, his integrity, and his obvious 
Christian character.  Chris stayed in the Newnan community 
a few more years before he and Bonnie moved to Louisiana.  
I married Jill.  We both started teaching, and before a year 
passed, we joined Palmetto Baptist where I became their 
part-time Music Minister. Little did I know that our paths 
(Chris and mine) would cross again.  Fast forward to 1987—
Chris and Bonnie and their young daughters were welcomed 
into our church. The part time music minister job had 
become a fulltime position, and Chris did a wonderful job 
with the music and youth at Palmetto. He directed the 
children’s and youth choir, in which my daughters--and 
hundreds of others through the years—participated and 
grew in their musical knowledge and experience. Chris soon 
engaged our church in summer missions, helping small 
churches throughout the country with building projects and 
back yard bible groups.  This was one of his crown jewels--
working in missions.  His 30+ mission trips through the years 
were a big part of summer activities.  One of Chris’ famous 
quotes was “to be flexible.”  Being flexible was an absolute 
necessity when dealing with 40 or more people, 
unpredictable weather, and ornery buses.  It takes a lot of 
planning and hard work to be a part of the mission trip, but 
Chris seemed to make it all fun and worthwhile.  Through the 
years, Chris has built a strong music program with 
instrumental ensembles, bell choirs and singing groups, 
much more extensive than any churches our size anywhere.  
We’ve sung and played in church revivals, malls, retirement 
communities, fairs, and even the Olympics when they were 
in Atlanta. If you take a walk through the music library at the 
old church, you will find yourself wrapped up in old 
memories of the countless anthems, cantatas, and ensemble 
music played through the 30 plus years.  Jill and I were there 
through most or all of them. The food pantry was another 
one of Chris’ passions. Chris and his dedicated army of 
helpers, organized local churches to bring foods and 
nourishment to countless families in our community.  Chris 
took this on as he did so many other tasks.   In fact, if it was 
something that needed to be done, it was most likely Chris 
doing the job.  He was the “never say no” man.   One more 
thing should be said about Chris. During his tenure at our 
church, he has held the staff together (let’s just call it glue) 
through four pastors, two interim pastors, and I don’t know 
how many youth pastors. He was that one constant, that one 
person we could depend on to hold the staff together and 
keep our sanity.  I realize just how much we owe him.   
 Chris-- We love you and truly miss you.  
 Job well done, faithful servant. 
Mike Exner 

I first met Chris when my children came to Preschool at 
Palmetto Baptist. Chris would drive the bus to all their field 
trips (bless his heart), always smiling and cracking jokes, 
always friendly.  Years later we joined Palmetto Baptist Church 
in 1998. It was very obvious that Chris was one of the “back 
bone” members of Palmetto Baptist Church! He was the face 
of our church. He let Christ shine through him in every thing he 
did and he made everyone he came in contact with feel 
special.  Once I became a part of the staff at PBC, I  had a 
whole new appreciation for him and his ministry as I do for all 
the staff! I miss him, his wit, his sense of humor, his gentle 
spirit and his love for people. Chris Gould meant so much to 
me and my family. The world would be a better place with 
more  people like Chris Gould! 
Kathy Wood 

As worship leaders here at PBC together for almost 8 years, I 
learned so much from Chris’ servant leadership. Through the 
years, one of the things that sticks out to me the most was how 
we learned how we led alike and different in our respected 
areas, and how we chose to embrace the similarities and work 
as a team. This spoke volumes to me of his character and I am 
so thankful for the legacy and music ministry that will continue 
here at PBC thanks to his patience, flexibility and willingness to 
do what was best for our church. 
Matt Keefer 
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May 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 

Kids’ Talent 

Showcase  

5 p.m. 

8 9 10 11 12 

Kid’s  

Movie Night  

6 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

13 

14 15 16 

Preschool  

Program  

17 

Preschool End of 

Year  

Program 

Last night of Super 

Supper 

18 19 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved 

20 

Faith  Riders  

Ride For Chris 

21 

Senior  

Student  Recog-

nition 

22 

Senior Adult  tour 

of Fox  Theatre 

Leave at 9:30 

Return at 3 p.m. 

23 24 25 26 

Fellowship Hall 

reserved for  

Haiti  

27 

Haiti Trip  

Through June 3rd. 

28 29 

Office Closed 

30 31  

 

  

Dianna Hernandez 01 

Sarah Kate Carpenter 01 

Matthew Johnson 02 

Abigail Weimer  06 

Donna Lowrance  07 

Kylie Self  07 

Lisa Nixon  08 

Sydney Loop  08 

Amy Watson  09 

Erika Terrell  09 

Jessica Braun  11 

Vicki Blount  12 

Marion Laster  12 

Kylee DeVane  12 

Beth Collinsworth 13 

Jeff Collinsworth  14 

Ricky Walker  14 

Lindsey Grace Cannon 14 

Stan Rivers  15 

Maddi Jenkins  16 

Duncan Partin  17 

Tracy Close  18

May Birthdays 

May  Deacons 

April 30-May 6 

Scott Farr, Eric Johnston, Bill Creel, Toby Potter 

May 7-13 

Buddy Squires, Alton Powell, Frank Lambert, Casey Aycock 

May 14-20 

Mike Exner, Randy Blanchard, Ricky Walker, Cary Chester, Bo Bohannon 

May 21-27 

Mike Gibson, Merriell Jenkins,  Jack Sims, Darrell Byrd 

May 28-June 3 

John Lambert, David Grubbs, C.J. Richardson, Chip Hammock, David Carpenter 

 

  

Krista Hinkle  19 

Hagan Hylick  19 

Sarah Kate Johnston 19 

Edith Powell  20 

Barbara Crisp  20 

Kim Latham  20 

Earl Pulliam  21 

Maggie Grace  21 

Gwen Brightman  23 

Taylor Robertson  23 

Brent Walker  23 

Aria Walker                 23 

Lola Coley                  23                

Rosalyn Stover                 25 

Gail Cleveland                 25 

Janessa Henderson              25 

Cameron Kearns                 27 

Jalen Hylick                 27 

Carlos Diaz                 28 

Bill Blount                 29 

Kathy Laster  29 

Kerrie Self                 30

My life has been made better for having had Chris as my 
friend, my mentor and my boss. He was a true example of 
Christ-likeness. He always considered others first, his 
family and then his church family. He always had a smile, a 
kind and encouraging word, and a sense of humor. He was 
so talented and helped to bring out the talents in so many 
people. He truly had a servants heart. These are a few of 

the many things that I learned from Chris. Christ Like: Chris 
lived a Christ centered and Christ Like life everyday. 

Period. Humble and humorous: Chris was one of the most 
humble and most talented people I have ever known. He 
exemplified humility in all things and lived a life that truly 
demonstrated how to put others first. He also had a great 
sense of humor and a genuine smile. He cared about 
people and people felt loved by him. He liked to bring out 

the best in everyone. Right: Chris would often say ‘We 
need to do the right thing.’ It wasn’t just an occasional 
philosophy for him: It was a daily mission. He always 
managed to pray it through and do the right thing. 

Inspiring and integrity: Chris had a unique way to inspire 
and encourage those around him. He was personable and 
passionate. He always came over after our worship 
services and said ‘Good job’ or Thank you’ - even when I 
knew I had messed something up. He encouraged me to 
play things I didn’t think I could. He was always positive. 

And - he was always a man of great integrity. Singing and 
serving: He loved the choir. When I visited him when he 
was sick, his first question was ‘How’s the choir?”. He 
loved the music ministry and his passion for it showed—
week to week, month to month, and year to year. He tried 
to make all people happy in the choices he made, but I 
know that he really tried to please God in every choice he 
made. He wanted his music ministry to be pleasing to God 
and to glorify Him. He was a true example of a servant's 
heart. He was always doing for others. He was behind the 
scenes working or planning. He was always encouraging 
others to be the best they could be. It has been so hard to 
let Chris go. He was one of my best friends. I enjoyed being 
a part of the music ministry with him and Jill for the last 23 
years. We were a good team and I miss him being our 
leader so much. I know where he is, and I know he is 
singing in heaven, but I don’t like it - because I was not 
ready for this change in our lives. I pray that the things I 
learned from Chris will continue to honor him and his 
memory. 
Dee Bowen Being chairman of the Deacons a couple of times when 

we were searching for a pastor was made much easier 
because we had a pastor, Chris.  Yes, we had interim 
pastors, but Chris assumed the role our senior pastor 
and still faithfully performed all of his other duties.  And I 
was fortunate enough to have a front row seat and 
receive the blessing of that relationship.  
Bill Creel  

Chris was a very inspirational friend to me since I 
attended Palmetto Baptist years ago. He was always 
there for me when I needed him. His music really lifted 
me up on Sundays singing those old hymns and his 
singing. Chris will be missed.  
RIP CHRIS 
Paul Chaknis  

Additional PBC Ministries 

PBC Deaf Ministry 
PBC Food Pantry 
PBC Media Ministry 
PBC Ladies Fellowship/Ministry 
PBC Mission Trips throughout the year 
Upward Basketball & Cheerleading  
        January  & February 
Palmetto Baptist Weekday Preschool 
        September—May 

Wednesday Evenings 
Wednesday Super Supper 
         w/Chef Paul              5:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting          6:00 p.m. 
PBC Kids              6:00 p.m. 
Momentum Student  
Ministry                                       6:00 p.m.  
PBC-YOU Classes                                            
  6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  
Adult Choir Practice                  6:45 p.m. 

Sunday Mornings 
Traditional Worship Service              9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Bible Study           10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship Service     11:00 a.m. 
 

Secure Childcare Provided at all Times! 

 
Sunday Evenings 

PBC Home Groups                    6:00 p.m. 


