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9:00 A.M. --- NURSERY THRU 3 YEAR OLDS  

05  Peggy Wooddall, Mo Andriate 

12  Stephanie Roberts, Mo Andriate  

19      Pat Nixon, Karen Davis 

26  Michelle Gaddy, Gail Brooks 

 

10:00 A.M. --- NURSERY THRU 3 YEAR OLDS  

05      Carmel Thompson, Rebecca Sims 

12      Jessica Carson, Hannah Peace 

19      Carmel Thompson, Renee Wright 

26    Mandy Cornelison, Amanda Richardson 

 

11:00 A.M. ---- INFANTS THRU 3 YEAR OLDS 

05      Jenny Eidson, Lisa Grace 

12      Joe and Jessie Tallant, Mindy Miller 

19      Lisa Skelton, Kris Johnston 

26  Melissa Lambert, Jennifer Barrow 

 
       

 

December 2021 

 

5. The X in Xmas was not originally intended, as some 
people believe, to “take Christ out of Christmas.” The 
written symbol X was frequently used to represent the 
letter in the Greek alphabet called Chi (the first letter in 
the Greek word Christos). In many Greek manuscripts of 
the New Testament, X abbreviates Christos (Xristos). 
This practice entered the Old English language as early as 
AD 1000 and by the 15th century, “Xmas” was widely 
used as a symbol for Christmas. 

 

6. Origin of Christmas terms: “Christmas” is a compound 
word originating in the term “Christ's Mass,” derived from 
the Middle English Cristemasse; “Nativity”, meaning 
“birth”, is from Latin nātīvitās; in Old English, Gēola 
(“Yule”) referred to the period corresponding to January 
and December, which was eventually equated with 
Christian Christmas; “Noel” entered English in the late 
14th century and is from the Old French noël, itself 
ultimately from the Latin nātālis (diēs), “(day) of birth”.   

 

There are many interesting facts about Christmas that are 
interesting to learn, but one thing is for sure, it is the 
towering figure of Christmas – the Lord Jesus Christ that 
stands over and above all things Christmas.  

 

I pray as you celebrate this Christmas season with all of 
your traditions and festivities, that the one thing that 
towers above and over everything in your Christmas 
celebration - is Jesus! 

 

Pastor Rob 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Facts or Figures? 
 
Christmas is the most widely observed holiday in the world. 
Here are six facts you should know about the annual 
commemoration of the birth of Jesus: 
 
1. No one knows what day or month Jesus was born. Some 
scholars speculate that it was in September. The earliest 
evidence for the observance of December 25 as the 
birthday of Christ appears in the Philocalian Calendar, 
composed in Rome in 336. 
 
2. Despite the impression given by many nativity plays and 
Christmas carols, the Bible doesn't specify: that Mary rode 
a donkey; that an innkeeper turned away Mary and Joseph 
(only that there was no room at the inn); that Mary gave 
birth to Jesus the day she arrived in Bethlehem (only that it 
happened “while they were there”); that Jesus was born in 
a stable, Jesus was likely born in a cave or a shelter built 
into a hillside. The exact site of Jesus' birth is unknown, but 
by the third century, tradition had established a probable 
cavern. Constantine's mother, Helena, erected the Church 
of the Nativity in Bethlehem over the small space. 
 
3. During the Middle Ages, children were bestowed gifts in 
honor of Saint Nicholas (the namesake for Santa Claus). In 
an attempt to turn away from the Catholic veneration of 
saints and saint's days, Martin Luther devised a tradition of 
gift-giving in his household on Christmas Eve. He told his 
children that “Holy Christ” had brought their presents. The 
tradition caught on with many Lutherans, though later St. 
Nick would get the credit.  
 
4. Martin Luther is also widely credited as the first person 
to decorate Christmas trees with lights. Walking toward his 
home one winter evening, composing a sermon, he was 
awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst evergreens. 
To recapture the scene for his family, he erected a tree in 
the main room and wired its branches with lighted candles. 
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Scan here to give to PBC 



 

 

Michelle Gaddy 
 Children’s Minister 

 
 

 

We made it to December in 2021! Wow, what a year we 
have had. I had plans for my December LINK article to be 
a PBC Kids Year in Review. I was going to tell you about all 
the fun things we did this year, about our growth and our 
amazing volunteers (whom I am so thankful for). 
However, while reading my devotional for today, I 
changed my mind.  

Instead, I’d like to challenge you to find joy in the journey. 
God is faithful, in all things, even the hard things. It’s no 
surprise that our church has had a turbulent year. But 
God was and is there through it. All of it. The bible is full 
of stories where men and women could have felt 
abandoned by God. Our God is faithful, and He keeps His 
promises.  

Philippians 4:12-13 “I know what it is to be in need, and I 
know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret 
of being content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do 
all this through Him who gives me strength.” 

So, while you may face challenges and adversity, a hard 
conversation with a friend or family member, the loss of a 
job, a hard holiday season missing a loved one, remember 
that God is with you. You have many things to be thankful 
for and to find joy in the journey. What can you learn 
from these difficult moments and how can you work to 
be thankful in the hard times? This is something I strive to 
do in my life. 

In Children’s Church one Sunday in November our class 
talked about finding the blessings in everyday life. 
Abraham was reminded of his blessings and sometimes 
we need a reminder, too. It’s easy to complain and be 
inconvenienced. It’s harder to find the blessings in those 
troubles. Count your blessings and BE a blessing to 
others.  

You are all blessings to me. 

Merry Christmas, 

Michelle 

 

 
Damon Skelton 

Traditional Worship 
Leader 

 

 

Christmas is quickly coming upon us. One of the reasons 
Christmas is so special to us is the music we sing at 
Christmas. Those old familiar carols always remind us of 
family and the love of the season. Singing about our 
Savior’s birth helps us reignite the light in us, and reminds 
us to let our light shine on the outside, so others can see 
God’s love in us. So come join us at Palmetto as we sing in 
the Christmas Season.  

Please make a special effort to be at our joint Christmas 
Service on Sunday, December 19th at 10:30. Our Dramatic 
Christmas Musical, A Baby Changes Everything will be a 
blessing to all. This year’s musical will have a little of every 
ministry of our church in it, from our children singing, our 
youth singing and acting, to our senior adults lifting up their 
voices. It reminds us that everyone has a reason to shine at 
Christmas. 

One of the things this season reminds us to do is Share the 
Light. “The Light began as one Candle, Jesus, the Light of 
the World.”  We have been commanded to take His Light to 
the corners of the world. So help share the Light this 
Christmas by sharing the Light of Jesus, the Hope of the 
Gospel, so that people around us will know they are loved. 

 

With much love and God’s blessings, 

Damon Skelton 

damon.skelton@cowetaschools.net 

678-378-1604 
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Eric Patterson 
Student Minister 

 
This has to be my favorite time of the year. The advent 
season brings so much anticipation about amazing 
things to come. This time is full of hope despite all of 
the hard things that came with the past year. This time 
is such a blessing for people because it provides us with 
a light at the end of the tunnel. And for some people, 
this year may have been the darkest tunnel of their 
lives.  
In the same vein, we can be reminded of the shepherds 
and wise men moving toward the fulfillment of their 
anticipation which happened to be the Christ child. We 
are also anticipating the coming of Christ in our lives 
now. We may be waiting on him to change a situation 
in our lives, we may be waiting on him to fix the heart 
of one of our loved ones. Many of us are also waiting 
for Christ to make the upcoming year better than the 
last year. And to that, I say, have hope. Christ is 
coming. Hope in our Lord and Savior makes life worth 
living. Believing that God has the best in store for us 
and our family provides our lives with Holy anticipation 
all year long.  
Isaiah 40:3-5: 
“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the 
way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every 
mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall 
become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory 
of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’” 
 
Have a very Merry Christmas, 
 
Eric 

Dear Church Family, 

We want to thank you 

for recognizing us 

 during Pastor/ 

Staff Appreciation 

Month in October!  

Your kindness meant 

so much! 

 

 



 

 

December  2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

Saturday 

 

   1 2 

 

 

Upward practice 

3 4  

 

Womens Brunch 

10am 

5 

 

Leadership 

Training  

12:30—3 

6 

 

 

Upward practice 

7 

 

 

Upward practice 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 

 

 

Upward practice 

14 

Sr. Adult  

Christmas Luncheon 

 

Upward practice 

15 

 

PBC Kids pizza 

party 

16 

 

 

Upward practice 

17 18 

19 

Combined 

 Service 10:30 

Christmas  

Musical 

20 

 

My Brothers  

Ministry 

21 22 

 

No PBC Kids  

activities 

23 24 

 

Christmas Eve 

 Services at 3:00pm 

and 5:00pm 

25 

 

Christmas 

26 

Joint Service 

10:30 

27 28 29 

 

No PBC Kids  

activities 

30 31  

PBC Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service          9:00 a.m. 

PBC Bible Studies              10:00 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship Service           11:00  a.m. 

PBC Home Groups              6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings 

Prayer Meeting                    5:00 p.m. 

PBC Kids’ activities       6:00 p.m. 

Vertical Student  Ministry        6:00 p.m. 

Adult Choir Practice                  6:00 p.m. 

PBC-Bible  Study Classes            6:00 p.m. 

 

Additional PBC Ministries 

PBC Deaf Ministry             

PBC Food Pantry               

PBC Media Ministry         

PBC Ladies’ Fellowship 

Palmetto Baptist Weekday 

Preschool (September—May) 

Prayer Ministry 

 

 
 
Robbie Blanchard  01 
Martha Chester  01 
Lee Cunningham  01 
Adam Hembree  02 
Caleb Koehl   02 
Michelle Carlisle  05 
David Grubbs  05 
Hailey Smith   05 
Will Robertson  06 
Jean Waddell  06 
Gary Andriate  07 
Wendy James  07 
Mary Richardson  07 
Andreen Hylick  08 
Janet Moroy   10 
Lisa Nicholson  10 
Carlyn Freeman  12 
Sandra Henefield  13 
James Nicholson  13 
Georgette Robertson  13 
Olivia Spears   15 
Scout Cornelison  16 

December Deacons 

 
November 28—December 4 
Dave Eidson, Jack Sims, Jack Wooddall, David Grubbs 
 
December 5—11 
Neal Carson, John Lambert, Morgan Brooks, Lee Cunningham 
 
December 12—18 
Mike Johnson, Stephen Burks, Gary Wright, Shannon Becham 
 
December 19—25 
Tommy Wood, Bill Creel, Jeff Collinsworth, Warren Ward 
 
December 26—January 1 
Erv Carter, Claiborne James, Jim Gaddy, Cary Chester 

December Birthdays 

My Brothers Ministry 

Men’s Ministry 

PBC Mission Trips  

Love in Buttons 

Clothes Closet 

Upward Basketball &  

Cheerleading (Jan./Feb.) 
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Mark Southers  16 
Doug Kearns   18 
Aundie Kiser   18 
Jason Peace   18 
Haley Hester   20 
Harley Rainwater  21 
Annette Stamey  21 
William Squires  22 
Mike Johnson  23 
Gail Byars   24 
Shelby Southers  25 
Tommy Wood  25 
Shane Belcher  27 
John Lambert  27 
Morgan Bass   28 
Roger Smith   28 
Kelly Creel   29 
Richard Munn  29 
Richard Grace  30 
Megan Hendrick  30 
Brayden Smith  30 
Mackenzie Lewis  31 


