
Unit 3, Session 4

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
There is a world war on Christians! So says Open Doors USA, an organization 

that monitors worldwide persecution. Its annual World Watch Report indicates 

that Christian persecution has worsened in recent years. Each month more than 

300 Christians are killed for their faith, and more than 770 forms of violence are 

committed against them. One hundred million Christians are suffering for their faith!

Persecution and martyrdom for Christ’s sake has been a stark reality throughout 

history. From its beginning, opposition to the gospel has plagued the church. The 

very first Christian to die for Christ was Stephen. Boldly, he preached the gospel and 

performed miracles in Jesus’ name. Consequently, he was taken before the Jewish 

Council (Sanhedrin) and falsely accused of blasphemy.

Before the Council, Stephen delivered a stirring account of Israel’s history of 

ignoring the prophets God sent to them. He traced God’s revelation from Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob, through Moses, right up to their present time. He accused them of 

ignoring God’s messengers and especially of rejecting and killing the Righteous One 

who was the Messiah (Jesus). Stephen clearly hit a nerve, so the crowd took up stones 

and murdered him. Those in the crowd laid their robes at the feet of a young man 

named Saul (later known as Paul). Stephen was the first Christian martyr, whom the 

risen Jesus personally welcomed into heaven. 

Stephen was not an apostle, so why was he preaching and doing miracles like 

they did? What effect do you think Stephen’s death had on Saul (Acts 8:1-3)? What can 

you do to help persecuted Christians today?

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

STEPHEN PREACHED
LIFE POINT: God’s plan is for christians to tell how to trust Jesus as savior and lord. 

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of May 28

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Church leaders are chosen to 
teach about God and Jesus. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 6:8–7 

CHURCH

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
For, “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 
Romans 10:13

UNIT VERSE
I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122:1
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 ›Pack Items 29 and 36: 
“New Testament Divisions” 
and  “New Testament Quiz”

 ›Display “New Testaments 
Divisions.” Make copies of 
“New Testament Quiz.”

 ›DVD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►BIBLE BOWL

1. Form teams. Give each team one or more copies of the “New Testament Quiz.”

2. Explain that the members of one team may choose any question for the kids 

on the other team to answer. The second team may look at a Bible or the “New 

Testament Divisions” poster to help find the answer to their question. Then the 

roles will reverse and the second team may choose a question for the first team to 

answer. 

3. Play until all the questions have been answered. Then read each question and 

challenge both teams to try to answer as quickly as possible.

4. Option: “Stephen Preached” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►TELL IT!

1. Instruct the kids to think of something important that someone might want 

to tell their friends. Examples might include things like the person is having a 

birthday party, has a new dog, got an "A" on their spelling test, scored a goal in 

soccer, has a new electronic game, hit a home run, is going to the beach, and so 

on. Explain that they may choose to tell something that really is true for them or 

that might be true for someone.

2. Choose a child to come to the front of the group to tell the important news they 

chose. However, explain that you will tell the child the type of voice he must use 

while he is talking (whisper, loud voice, cowboy voice, silly voice, crying voice, robot 

voice, teacher voice, and so forth). (Option: Let the other kids guess if the news is 

real or not.)

3. Suggest that people often have important news to tell. Ask what voice a person 

might use if he were telling something very important and he was very excited 

about it. Explain that in today’s story the kids will hear about someone who had a 

very important message. Tell the kids that today they will learn that God’s plan is 

for people to tell how to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord.

►Show the “Stephen Preached: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 25-28 and 32: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “We Are 
Your Church” “Psalm 122:1,” 
“Unit 3 Questions,” and 
“Tell”

 ›Teaching Picture 13

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Half-sheets of construction 
paper and a marker 

 ›On each paper, print one 
of the following: Who?; 
What?; When?; Where?; 
Why?

STUDY THE BIBLE 

SING AND PRAY
 • Lead the kids to sing “We Are Your Church” (track 7).

 • Pray, asking God to help the kids understand how to trust Jesus and to be able to 

tell others about Him.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture.   

 • Ask what is happening in the picture. Invite the kids to listen for the message 

Stephen was telling.

 • Open your Bible to Acts 6 and tell the Bible story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible story: Stephen Preached

Stephen was a great man of faith in the early church. Stephen loved God and 

believed Jesus was the Savior God had promised.

Stephen had an important message to share. He told people about Jesus and 

began to do miracles among the people. 

Some of the Jews were angry. They began to argue with Stephen, but they 

could not win an argument with God’s Spirit. 

The men enlisted others to lie about Stephen and say he was speaking out 

against Moses and even against God. People believed the lies that were told. 

The elders and the scribes believed the lies, so they captured Stephen and 

brought him before the Jewish rulers. 

Men continued to lie about Stephen in front of the high priest and the Jewish 

rulers. Even as they lied, people saw that Stephen’s face looked like an angel. 

The high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?” 

Stephen began speaking. He told the stories of Abraham, Joseph, and Moses. 

Stephen accused the men and their ancestors of killing the prophets and even 

killing Jesus. The rulers were furious! 

Stephen looked up. He saw the glory of God and he saw Jesus. He told the 

men what he saw, but they covered their ears because they did not want to 

hear. 

They threw him out of the city and began to throw stones at him. Stephen 

prayed and asked God to forgive the people. 

Then Stephen died.

 

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  6 : 8 – 7
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TEACHING TIP
You can download a 
kid-friendly gospel 
presentation at lifeway.com/
kidsgospelpresentation.

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
 • Ask what message Stephen told or Who he told about. Ask if the kids think it 

would be easy or hard to speak up like Stephen did? Tell the kids that it is God’s 

plan for people to tell how to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord, even in difficult 

situations.

 • One at a time, show each of the signs and ask the question. Ask who Christians 

should tell others about (Jesus). Ask what Christians can tell about Jesus (Jesus 

loves people, Jesus is God’s Son, how to become a Christian, and so forth). Ask when 

Christians should tell about Jesus. (anytime they have an opportunity) Ask where 

Christians can tell about Jesus (anywhere, all over the world). Ask why Christians 

should tell about Jesus (because God told them to, because Jesus loves everyone, 

because they care about people, and so on). 

►Show the “Stephen Preached: Life Action” video.     

 • Point out that Chuck said that Junie knew that she could trust Jesus as her Lord 

and Savior. Ask what part in God’s plan Chuck said that Junie had. (to tell other 

people how to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord and become a Christian)

 • Ask if the kids think it would be important to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior before 

trying to tell others how to do it. Ask why.

LEARN A VERSE
►Use Bibles.

 • Guide the kids to find Romans 10:13 in their Bibles. Read the verse together. Let 

the kids repeat the verse a few times. 

 • Explain what it means to be saved. (When a person admits to God that he is a 

sinner [has disobeyed God], repents [turns away from his sin and turns to Jesus], and 

confesses Jesus as his personal Lord and Savior, that person is saved, or rescued, from 

eternal separation from God.) 

 • Answer questions the kids may have. Say the verse one last time.

REVIEW
 • Form two teams. Give each team a “Tell” gameboard and the corresponding 

pieces. Explain that you will ask questions and the first team with the correct 

answer may place one of the colored pieces in the correct space. Play will 

continue until one of the teams completely fills its gameboard. Use the questions 

from this session or make up your own.

God’s plan is for christians to tell how to trust Jesus as savior and lord.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Secret Messages

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Review the Bible Story. Ask what message Stephen told or Who he told about. 

3. Ask the kids to name things they know about Jesus that could be messages they 

could tell others. Direct each child to think of a secret message. Suggest that 

each child choose a message similar to Jesus loves you, Jesus is God’s Son, Jesus is 

the Savior, or Tell about Jesus. Direct the kids to use white crayons to print their 

messages on their white papers. 

4. Instruct the kids to test their messages by using watercolors to paint their papers 

until the messages appear. Caution the kids to not get the papers too wet or they 

will tear. Encourage the kids to give these test papers to people they want to tell 

about Jesus. Suggest that they make more secret messages similar to the first 

ones to share with one another or to take home to share with family members as 

a way to tell about Jesus.

5. Direct the kids to name other ways that they can tell others about Jesus. Tell the 

kids that God’s plan is for Christians to tell how to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord.

CHOICE 2 
►God’s Plan Bookmarks

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Tell the kids that God’s plan is for Christians to tell how to trust Jesus as Savior. 

3. As appropriate, explain God’s plan of salvation. The Bible tells us that God created 

everything and He is in charge of everything (Genesis 1:1). But, everyone has 

chosen to disobey God (Romans 3:23). The Bible calls this sin. Sin separates us 

from God and we deserve God’s punishment (Romans 6:23). However, John 

3:16 tells us that God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us from the punishment 

we deserve. Jesus lived a perfect life but chose to die on the cross for our sins. 

Jesus rose from the dead after three days. To receive this gift, each person must 

respond to God by admitting that he is a sinner; turning away from sin to Jesus 

(Romans 3:23; 6:23; Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9); believing that Jesus alone can save him 

(John 3:16; 14:6, Romans 5:8); and telling others that Jesus is his Lord and Savior 

(Romans 10:9-10,13).

4. Direct each child to use the materials provided to make three bookmarks. 

Instruct them to write Admit, Believe, and Confess, one word per bookmark. Tell 

them to add the appropriate verse to each bookmark. Guide the kids to find and 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Sturdy white paper, white 
crayons, watercolor paint, 
and small cups of water

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Heavyweight paper cut 
into bookmark strips, a 
hole punch, yarn or ribbon, 
and markers

 ›Print these for kids to copy:  
Admit–Romans 3:23; 
Believe–John 3:16;  
Confess–Romans 10:9-10.
(CD)
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bookmark each of the verses. Encourage the kids to leave the bookmarks in their 

Bibles so they can show the verses to anyone they want to tell about Jesus.

CHOICE 3
►Roll, Roll, Roll Review

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Guide the kids to make a tabletop review game. At one end of a table, direct the 

kids to tape several cup halves so that the flat (cut) side of each cup half is against 

the table, making a domed pocket. Tell them to position the cup halves so that 

the bottoms are even with the edge of the table and the domed mouths face 

the opposite end of the table. Option: Suggest that the kids tape several whole 

cups mouth-down at various intervals on the table top. Help the kids place the 

wooden blocks under the legs of the table opposite the end from the cup halves.

3. Play the game. Ask the questions for today’s session. Kids can take turns 

answering. Each time a child answers a question correctly, she will stand at the 

elevated end of the table and release the table tennis ball. If the ball lands in one 

of the cups, she (or her team) earns 100 points. If the ball goes off the end of the 

table, there is no score. (Option: Decide in advance how many points each cup 

half is worth and mark them in advance.) When the questions for this session 

have all been answered, ask the questions for another session.

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the map. Explain that more than 100 different people groups live in the 

Amazon. Some are hard to reach geographically; some are hard to reach with 

the message of God’s love. Explain that Christians believe that no community, no 

matter how remote, should miss the opportunity to hear about Jesus.

►Show the “Stephen Preached: Wrap Up” video.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ page to their parents.

 • Say a silent prayer for friends and family that need to know about Jesus. Close the 

prayer, asking God to give kids courage to tell others about Jesus.

►This week:

 • If any sets of Take Home Cards remain for this quarter, consider leaving some at a 

doctor’s office, laundromat, or other location.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 28: “Unit 3 
Questions”

 ›Large disposable cups, 
masking tape, scissors, a 
table tennis ball, and two 
large wooden blocks

 ›Cut two or three large cups 
in half vertically.

Optional Bonus Activity 
Each week during this unit, 
ask a different leader or 
church helper to come and 
talk to the group. Ask for 
the leader to take about 
5–10 minutes to explain 
what she does in the church 
and why she does it. When 
the person has finished, 
explain to the group how 
that person’s contribution 
helps the church. Give the 
children a few minutes to ask 
questions.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›“Amazon Region Map” (CD: 
Unit 3 Missions Emphasis)

 ›”Bible Studies for Life: Kids 
Take Home Cards” 

LIFE POINT God’s plan is for christians to tell how to trust Jesus as savior and lord.
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