
Unit 3, Session 3

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Have you ever heard anyone say, “The New Testament church was the perfect 

example of what a church should be?” Anyone saying that has not read the 

New Testament very well. The early churches had a number of serious problems 

including bad doctrine, internal disputes, immorality, financial issues, and leadership 

disagreements. Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?

One problem recorded in Acts involved a complaint laid at the feet of the apostles 

about ethnic prejudice. Hellenistic Jewish believers were from outside of Judea. They 

spoke Greek, and they were immersed in Greek culture. They protested that their 

widows, unlike the Hebraic women, were overlooked in getting their daily resources. 

The apostles immediately took action to solve the problem. Because the apostles 

already had their plates full preaching and praying, they selected and ordained seven 

good Spirit-filled men, all Hellenistic Jewish believers, to take care of the neglected 

women and deal with financial matters.

This proved to be an acceptable solution for all and contributed to the growth of 

the church in and around Jerusalem. Ironically, some of the seven men became the 

most enthusiastic and successful evangelists in the early Christian movement (see 

Acts 6–8).

Why were the Hellenistic women neglected? Was it intentional? Do churches still 

need to be vigilant about prejudice in their fellowships? Why? Why do you think some 

of the seven men became such powerful preachers?

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

THE CHURCH
CHOSE LEADERS

LIFE POINT: church leaders teach people about God and Jesus.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of May 21

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Church leaders are chosen to 
teach about God and Jesus. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 6:1-7 

CHURCH

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Serve one another humbly 
in love. 
Galatians 5:13

UNIT VERSE
I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122:1
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 ›Masking tape, half-sheets 
of paper, and markers

 ›As far apart as you can, 
mark “start” and “stop” lines 
on the floor.

 ›DVD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►TAKE A STEP

1. Instruct each child to use large letters to print Old on one side of a sheet of paper 

and New on the opposite side of the paper.

2. Direct the kids to stand side by side on one tape line. Explain that you will name a 

book of the Bible. They should hold up their papers showing Old if they think the 

book is in the Old Testament or New if they think it is in the New Testament. You 

will say, “If you showed _____ (correct testament), please take one step forward. 

3. Play until someone reaches the “stop” tape line, then start again. Play several times. 

Option: Provide an additional challenge by allowing the first child to name the book 

that comes next to take an extra step, and the first child who can name the Division 

where the book is found to take two extra steps.

4. Option: “The Church Chose Leaders” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►WOULD YOU RATHER?

1. Ask the kids a series questions. Instruct them to stand, stay standing, and put 

their hands behind their heads for the first choice. Tell them to stand, turn in a 

circle, and sit back down for the second choice.

2. Use these questions or create your own:

 -Would you rather be too hot or too cold?

 -Would you rather have five sisters or five brothers? 

 -Would you rather go to school or stay at home? 

 -Would rather go to the beach or play in the snow? 

 -Would you rather play soccer or softball or baseball? 

 -Would you rather eat pizza or chicken nuggets? 

 -Would you rather live without music or TV? 

 -Would you rather do laundry or clean bathrooms? 

 -Would you rather go skating or play on a playground? 

 -Would you rather write a story or read a story?

3. Ask which questions were harder to answer and which questions were easier. Ask 

how they chose between the two things that they liked. Explain that today’s Bible 

story tells about an important choice people in the early church had to make.

►Show “The Church Chose Leaders: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 25-28: “Unit 
3 Banner,” “We Are Your 
Church,” “Psalm 122:1,” and 
“Unit 3 Questions”

 ›Teaching Picture 12

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A large sheet of paper and 
a marker

 ›Write CHURCH down one 
side of the large sheet of 
paper. Add the correct 
number of blanks after the 
letters to be able to spell: 
Christian, happy, ultimate, 
reaching, caring, and holy.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

SING AND INTRODUCE THE SESSION
 • Lead the kids to sing “We Are Your Church” (track 7).

 • Read Psalm 122:1 aloud together. Remind the kids they are learning about the 

church this month.

 • Invite the kids to take turns guessing letters to complete the words on the 

acrostic. When they guess all the letters for ultimate, explain that this is a sixth 

grade word that means best. Explain any other words as necessary. Suggest that 

all these words help to describe the church.

 • Remind the kids that they have been learning about the church. Explain that 

today they will learn that church leaders teach people about God and Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture.   

 • Ask the kids to describe what they think is happening in the picture. Open  your 

Bible to Acts 6 and tell the story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story: The Church Chose Leaders

The church was growing more and more every day, which was good. But 

growing so much also meant that there started to be a problem.

Some of the people began complaining that some of the widows were being 

overlooked when food was handed out each day. 

The disciples gathered everyone together to talk about the problem. The 

disciples told the people that they were busy teaching people about Jesus. 

They needed some other people to help take care of the people who needed 

food. They told the church people to choose seven men who were wise and full 

of the Holy Spirit. It would be their job to help others so the disciples could give 

their attention to prayer and teaching. 

The church people were pleased with this idea. They chose Stephen, Philip, 

Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus to be the helpers. The men 

were presented to the disciples, and the disciples prayed for them. 

The word of God continued to spread. The number of believers in Jerusalem 

grew quickly. 

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  6 : 1 - 7
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REVIEW
 • Ask kids to describe what problem the church was facing.

 • Ask why the church needed to choose additional helpers.

 • Discuss the careful thought that went into choosing the helpers. Tell the kids 

that the believers had to work together. Each person had do his part to help the 

church grow and work well.

►Play a review game. 

 • Read each of the true or false questions for this session. Tell the kids to stand, 

shake hands with someone, and nod their heads “yes” if they think a statement 

is true. Tell them to sit, cross their arms, and shake their heads “no” if they think a 

statement is false. For each false statement, ask why the statement is false.

LEARN THE WEEKLY VERSE
►Use Bibles.

 • Help the kids to find and read Galatians 5:13 in their Bibles. Ask what it means to 

serve others through love. 

 • Lead the kids to say the verse together. Tell the kids to bow to two or three 

people and say the verse. Form a circle. Direct the first child in the circle to bow to 

the second child and say the verse. Explain that the second child will bow to the 

third and say the verse, and so on. Challenge the kids to see how quickly they can 

make the verse go around the circle. Say the verse together one last time.

DISCUSS THE LIFE POINT
 • Tell the kids that it is important for every church to have teachers just like the early 

church did. Ask the kids if they think it is possible for kids to teach others about 

God and Jesus. 

►Show “The Church Chose Leaders: Life Action” video.  

 • Ask if it would be fun to go back in time to meet Jesus and learn more about Him.

 • Ask how Chuck said people can learn about Jesus since time travel is not possible.

►Pray.

 • Thank God for the people in your church who teach others about God and Jesus. 

Ask God to show the kids ways they can teach others about Him.

church leaders teach people about God and Jesus.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Guess Who?

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. In front of a child, place a facedown index card with the name of a church leader. 

Instruct the child not to look at her card. Demonstrate what you mean as you tell 

the child to stand and hold her card face forward in front of her forehead. 

3. Explain that the child may ask yes or no questions about whose name is written 

on her card. She may guess when she thinks she knows who it is. (If she is 

mistaken, she may continue to ask questions.) When she guesses correctly, give a 

facedown card to another child and play again. Play until all the cards have been 

guessed. Be prepared to give hints to anyone who is having trouble guessing.

4. Options: At some point, change the manner of play. Give a card to a child and 

invite her to give clues for the other kids to guess. Or use this approach the entire 

time.

5. Discuss how each of these people is important and how they help your church 

carry out its purpose. Ask what the disciples felt was most important for them to 

do. Lead the kids to say the Life Point: Church leaders teach people about God 

and Jesus.

CHOICE 2 
►Thank-you Notes

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Tell the kids that the church has many different people that all work together to 

help the church carry out its purposes. Talk about some of the leaders and helpers 

in your church. (teachers, church staff, greeters, deacons, Sunday School directors, 

kitchen crew, and so on) Discuss the important roles that each of these people play.

3. Ask what the disciples felt was most important for them to do. Lead the kids to 

say the Life Point: Church leaders teach people about God and Jesus. Instruct each 

child to think of one specific teacher for whom he will make a thank-you card. 

4. Direct each child to fold her paper in half to make a card. Provide markers, paper, 

stickers, glue, and other items to decorate the cards. As kids finish, encourage 

them to make a second card for another teacher. Encourage the kids to go today 

and give the cards they made to teachers they chose.

5. Lead the kids to pray and thank God for the teachers they chose and for the 

people who do the other important jobs in the church. Point out that all those 

jobs must be done for the church to do everything it needs to do.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 › Index cards and a fine-
point marker

 ›On each card print the 
title of a church leader or 
helper who serves in your 
church: deacon, worship 
leader, Sunday School 
teacher, pastor, pianist, 
greeter, and so forth. (Do 
not use specific names.)

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pretty scrapbook paper, 
markers, glue, and stickers 
or other embellishments

Note: Need a large-group 
worship option? Learn more 
about Bible Studies For Life: 
Kids Worship at www.lifeway.
com/biblestudiesforlife/kids.
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CHOICE 3
►People and Places

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Talk about today’s Bible story. Ask the kids to tell what happened. 

3. Name some of the church helpers in your church and talk about the important 

things they do. Ask what the disciples decided was most important for them to 

do. Lead the kids to say the Life Point: Church leaders teach people about God 

and Jesus. Ask how a greeter can teach people about Jesus. Ask how someone 

who works in the kitchen can teach people about Jesus. Continue the discussion 

with other servant leadership roles. Ask if God can choose different people to do 

different jobs. Tell the group that whatever job God wants a person to do is the 

most important thing for that person to do, but everyone can teach about Jesus. 

4. Let the kids take turns choosing a “People and Places” picture. Explain that if 

the picture is a person, the child should name a way that person could serve at 

church. Ask how that person might be able to teach about Jesus even if he is not 

a teacher. If the card shows a place, the child should name a way someone could 

serve at that place and teach about Jesus at the same time.

5. Guide each child choose a picture and write a story or draw a picture about how 

the person in the picture might teach about Jesus or how someone in that place 

might teach about Jesus.

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the Jansen Family Photos and review facts about their work in the Amazon 

region. Challenge kids to pray for missionaries in the Amazon region each time 

they see a truck or four-wheel drive vehicle this week.

►Show “The Church Chose Leaders: Wrap Up” video.

 • Pray, giving thanks that church leaders can teach people about God and Jesus.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ page to their parents.

►This week:

 • Thank God for calling you to teach and minister to girls and boys. Thank Him for 

Christians in your church who teach with you. Thank your coworkers!

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 35: “People and 
Places” 

Optional Bonus Activity 
Any week during this unit, 
ask a church helper or 
leader to come and talk to 
the group. Ask for the guest 
to take about 5 minutes to 
explain what he does in the 
church and why he does it. 
Encourage the kids to ask 
questions. Lead them to 
pray for the church leader 
before he leaves and to write 
a thank-you note after he 
leaves.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

 ›“Jansen Family Photos” 
(CD: Unit 3 Missions 
Emphasis)

LIFE POINT church leaders teach people about God and Jesus.
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