
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
One human skill affected enormously by technological advancement over the past 

century is public speaking. Before the 20th century, all public speakers were limited by 

the volume and projection their own voice could muster. Speeches could be shared 

beyond the audience present only by publishing them in newspapers, pamphlets, or 

books.

Such was the case in the New Testament era. Jesus’ and the apostles’ messages 

were preserved by listeners who memorized and wrote them down. In Acts, Luke 

recorded some of the earliest Christian sermons. In one instance, as Peter and John 

went to the temple to pray, a lame man begged for money. The men replied that they 

did not have money, so they healed him. Peter took the man by the hand and helped 

him stand. He went into the temple complex with Peter and John—leaping and 

praising God as they entered! 

Peter used this miracle to preach to the people about how they rejected Jesus 

and forced the Romans to execute Him. However, Jesus arose from the dead! When 

Peter called them to repent, about five thousand were saved! Alarmed, the Jewish 

leaders dragged Peter and John before the temple officials. They demanded to know 

by what authority they did miracles and preached. Peter declared it was done in the 

name of Jesus. Peter then stated a universal principle that is still true today: “There is 

no other name by which anyone can be saved.”

Why might some people today say Peter was “intolerant”? Would you? How 

would you respond if ordered to quit teaching kids about Jesus?

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PETER AND JOHN
PREACHED

LIFE POINT: christians should tell others about Jesus. 

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of May 14

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The church is not a building; 
it is Christians who gather to 
worship and serve God. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 3:1–4:21 

CHURCH

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
We cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen 
and heard. 
Acts 4:20

UNIT VERSE
I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122:1
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JESUS

LOVES

YOU

 ›Pack Items 29 and 31: 
“New Testament Divisions” 
and “3 in a Row” 

 ›Several gameboard 
markers for each child 
(buttons, paper clips, 
coins, small squares of 
paper), and permanent 
markers or crayons

 ›Make copies of “3 in a 
Row.” 

 ›DVD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►THREE IN A ROW

1. Give a copy of “3 in a Row” to each child. Tell the kids to print a letter in each 

square of the gameboard. Direct the kids to look at the “New Testament 

Divisions” poster and choose first letters of New Testament books to print. Explain 

that letters can be used more than once. 

2. Tell the group that you are going to name a book of the New Testament. Any child 

that has the letter the book starts with on his gameboard can cover the square with a 

marker. (Only one can be covered at a time even if the same letter is repeated on the 

gameboard.) When a child has covered three squares in a row (horizontal, vertical, or 

diagonal), she can announce that she has, “Three in a row!” 

3. Play several rounds by clearing the markers and beginning a new game.

4. Option: After each book is named, ask a volunteer to tell the division where the 

book is found.

5. Option: “Peter and John Preached” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►LOVE IN EVERY LANGUAGE

1. Ask the kids who they like to tell when they have good news. Suggest that the 

best news kids could ever tell is that Jesus loves them. Explain that today the kids 

can learn how to say “Jesus loves you” in five different languages.

2. One at a time, announce a language and say the phrase. Guide the kids to repeat 

the words a few times, then tell them to say the message to at least three people. 

Spanish: Jesús te ama (hAsoos tA ama) 

Romanian: Isus te iubeste (Esus tA oobestA) 

French: Jésus t’aime (jezoo tem) 

German: Jesus liebt dich (yAsoos lEbt dich) 

American Sign Language 

3. Tell the kids that the story the kids will hear later is about two people who told 

others about Jesus, which is good because today the kids will be learning that 

people should tell others about Jesus.

►Show the “Peter and John Preached: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 25-28, and 
32: “Unit 3 Banner,” “We 
Are Your Church,” “Psalm 
122:1,” “Unit 3 Questions,” 
and “Tell”

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›CD

 ›DVD

TEACHING TIP
Keep “Tell” (Pack Item 32) to 
use again during Session 4.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE SESSION
 • Draw attention to the title banner and Unit Verse poster. Read the banner and 

Psalm 122:1 together. Remind the kids that the church is not a place or a building; 

it is Christians who gather to learn about, worship, and serve God.

WORSHIP TOGETHER
 • Lead the kids to sing “We Are Your Church” (track 7).

 • Ask for prayer requests, then invite one or more volunteers to pray.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Use Bibles.

 • Guide the kids to find Acts 3:1 in their Bibles and read the names of the two men 

in the story. 

►Show the Teaching Picture. 

 • Explain that these men did something amazing and had a very important 

message to tell the people.

 • Open your Bible to Acts 3 and tell the story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story: Peter and John Preached

One day Peter and John were going to the temple. Outside the temple gate 

was a man who was unable to walk. The man was begging for money. 

The man asked Peter and John for money as they walked by. Peter told the 

man he didn’t have any money, but he had something better. Peter then said, 

“In the name of Jesus, walk.” 

The man jumped up to his feet and began to walk. He went into the temple 

courts walking, jumping, and praising God. The people recognized him as the 

man who was unable to walk and were amazed at what had happened. 

Peter asked the people, “Why does this surprise you?” He told them that it 

was Jesus’ power that healed the man. Peter went on to tell the people about 

Jesus. 

The priests and other temple leaders came up to Peter and John while they 

were speaking to the people. They didn’t like what Peter and John were saying, 

so they had them put in jail until the next day. But many of the people who 

heard Peter and John’s message believed, and the number of believers grew to 

about 5,000. 
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TEACHING TIP
You can download a 
kid-friendly gospel 
presentation at lifeway.com/
kidsgospelpresentation.

The next day, the temple leaders met in Jerusalem. They had Peter and John 

brought before them. They asked Peter and John how they healed the man. 

Peter told the temple leaders that the man was healed by Jesus’ power and 

that there was no other name by which people could be saved. 

The temple leaders told the men to stop speaking about Jesus, but Peter and 

John could not stop telling what they had seen and heard about Jesus. 

The leaders decided to let them go because all of the people who were 

praising God for what had happened.

 

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  3 : 1 – 4 : 2 1

LEARN A VERSE
►Use Bibles.

 • Guide the kids to find Acts 4:20 in their Bibles. Explain that this verse comes 

directly from the story they just heard. Read the verse together. Ask the kids if 

they have ever been so excited about something that they couldn’t quit talking 

about it. Let them share their experiences. Explain that this is how Peter and John 

felt about Jesus. Direct the kids to stand, find three people, and use an excited 

voice to tell each one the verse. Say the verse together one more time.

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT AND PRAY
►Show the “Peter and John Preached: Life Action” video.     

 • Ask why “Thief” was returning the things he had stolen. Ask where “Thief”and his 

family were going. Ask if they were going to be able to tell people about Jesus. 

 • Explain to the kids that they can tell others about Jesus, too. Tell the kids to think 

about one person they would like to tell about Jesus. Invite volunteers to tell the 

first initial of the person.

 • Pray, asking God to help the kids tell the person they thought of and to tell others 

about Jesus.

REVIEW
 • Form two teams. Give each team a “Tell” gameboard and the corresponding 

pieces. Explain that you will ask questions, and the first team with the correct 

answer may place one of the colored pieces in the correct space. Play will 

continue until one of the teams completely fills its gameboard. Use the questions 

from this session or make up your own. 

christians should tell others about Jesus. LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Go Tell Megaphones

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Remind the kids that Peter and John said they could not stop telling others what 

they had seen and heard about Jesus. Guide the kids to name ways they can tell 

others about Jesus. (making cards, service projects, inviting others to church, giving 

their testimony, and so on)

3. Explain that the kids can make megaphones to remind them to tell others about 

Jesus. Say together the Weekly Verse, Acts 4:20. Give each child a sheet of paper. 

Direct the kids to write the verse in the middle of their paper. Suggest that they 

can use the stickers and markers to decorate that side of the paper. This will be 

the outside of the megaphone. Show the kids how to roll the paper to create a 

megaphone. (It works well if you roll the paper into a straight tube and then open 

up one end larger than the other.) Help each child tape or staple his megaphone 

to keep it in place. 

4. Lead all the kids to use their megaphones to say the Life Point together: Christians 

should tell others about Jesus.

5. Let each child take a turn using his megaphone to tell others in the group about 

Jesus. He might say: Jesus loves you; Jesus is God’s Son; Jesus forgives; and so on.

CHOICE 2 
►Guest Gift Bags

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Tell the kids that God wants Christians to tell others about Jesus just as Peter 

and John told others about Him. Explain that they can make gift bags to give to 

people as a way to tell others about Jesus. Give each child some wrapped candies, 

ziplock bags, note cards, and one or more “Jesus Loves You” cards.

3. Tell kids to draw pictures or write personal messages about Jesus on the sticky 

notes. Suggest that they can write the words of the Unit Verse or short sentences 

to help others know more about Jesus. (Jesus was born; Jesus helped sick people; 

Jesus is God’s Son; and Jesus died and rose again.) Ask kids to place a few candies, 

a “Jesus Loves You” card, and one or more note card messages in a ziplock bag. 

Allow kids to complete as many gift bags as time allows. If you run out of “Jesus 

Loves You” cards, just ask kids to write Jesus Loves You on a note card.

4. Allow kids who want to give a bag to a friend or neighbor to take one with them. 

Explain that you will also leave some bags at church to distribute to church 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Construction paper or 
other sturdy paper, tape 
or stapler, markers, and 
stickers or other items for 
embellishments

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 33: “Jesus Loves 
You”

 ›Wrapped candy, sandwich-
size ziplock bags, note 
cards, and fine-point 
markers 

TEACHING TIP
Make additional copies of 
Pack Item 33: “Jesus Loves 
You” before separating 
the cards if more cards are 
needed.

76     U n i t  3 ,  S e S S i o n  2
© 2016 LifeWay



guests. Ask how these bags can help someone know more about Jesus.

5. Ask the kids to name other ways they can tell about Jesus. Each time something is 

named, lead the group to say, “Christians should tell others about Jesus.” 

CHOICE 3
►Learning About Missionaries

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Explain to the kids that missionaries are people God sends to tell a certain group 

of people about Jesus. Explain that kids can tell about Jesus wherever they are, 

but missionaries have a special and sometimes challenging job.

3. Show the “Tell the World” poster. Talk about the countries shown on the poster. 

Let the kids tell anything they may know about the countries. Remind the kids 

about the missionaries they have heard about during the missions emphases this 

quarter. Help them find the approximate location of those places. (Southeast Asia, 

Guatemala, and the Amazon)

4. Ask the kids if they know any missionaries. Ask kids to pray for each one. If your 

church has missionaries you support, talk about the work of those missionaries. 

5. Give each child a sheet of paper and let her create a flag for another country. 

Encourage each child to display her flag at home and to let it be a reminder to 

pray for the missionaries and the people in that country who need to know about 

Jesus. 

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Show the video “Away From It All.” Read the activities from the list on the CD. 

Guide kids to indicate with their hands, on a scale of 1-10, how well they think 

they could do each task or chore. Pray for the Jansens and the people they serve. 

►Show the “Peter and John Preached: Wrap Up” video.

 • Challenge the kids to tell at least one person about Jesus this week.

 • Say Acts 4:20 together. 

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

►This week:

 • This week, look for an opportunity to tell someone about Jesus. Ask God to guide 

your words.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Pack Item 34: “Tell the 
World”

 ›White paper and markers 

 ›Option: Show one or 
more of the Missions video 
segments from the DVD.

Optional Bonus Activity 
Any week during this unit, 
ask a church helper or 
leader to come and talk to 
the group. Ask for the guest 
to take about 5 minutes to 
explain what he does in the 
church and why he does 
it. Encourage the kids to 
ask questions. Lead kids to 
pray for the church leader 
before he leaves and to write 
a thank-you note after he 
leaves.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD

 ›“Daily Tasks and Chores” 
(CD: Unit 3 Missions 
Emphasis)

LIFE POINT christians should tell others about Jesus. 
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