
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
On July 4, 1776, the United States of America was born. The Revolutionary War lasted 

from 1775–1783 to actualize the 13 colonies’ liberation from England. Nonetheless, the 

Declaration of Independence signified the birth of a nation.

In a more impressive manner, the church of Jesus Christ had a beginning. 

Jesus appeared to His disciples for 40 days after His resurrection. He commanded 

them to wait in Jerusalem for the promised Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-5). Ten days after 

the ascension, on the Feast of Pentecost (50 days after Passover), the believers 

experienced several unusual phenomena. First, they heard the sound of a rushing 

wind. Then, they saw what looked like tongues of fire resting upon each person. 

Finally, the disciples spoke in languages they never learned.

This last manifestation was especially remarkable. Jews who spoke different 

dialects and came from all over the world were in Jerusalem. Each understood the 

disciples’ words in their own languages. Speaking so many languages sounded 

confusing, so the disciples were accused of drunkenness. Peter quieted the crowd 

and explained what was happening. First, he quoted Joel 2:28-32 to show that what 

was happening was foretold. He told them about Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. 

Peter called on them to repent of their sins and be baptized in Jesus’ name (authority). 

Three thousand people were saved on the birthday of the church!

Why was the Holy Spirit necessary to establish the church? What purpose did the 

disciples’ speaking in tongues signify? How can we reach all peoples with the gospel?

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

THE CHURCH
BEGAN

LIFE POINT: people learn about God and Jesus at church. 

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of May 7

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The church is not a building; 
it is Christians who gather to 
worship and serve God. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 2 

CHURCH

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122:1

UNIT VERSE
I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122:1

6 6     U n i t  3 ,  S e S S i o n  1
© 2016 LifeWay



 ›Pack Items 29 and 30: 
“New Testament Divisions” 
and “New Testament Cube”

 ›Tape

 ›Fold and tape the cube.

 ›DVD

TEACHING TIP
Kids with special needs 
might benefit from using a 
Visual Schedule. (CD)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►NAME THAT DIVISION

1. Point out the New Testament Divisions poster. Briefly go over the five divisions of 

the New Testament. 

2. Form a circle. Show the cube and point out that the division with the largest 

number of books, Paul’s Letters, is on two different sides of the cube. Ask how 

kids could determine the division where a set of books can be found. (Already 

know it, look in the Bible, or look on the poster.)

3. Choose a volunteer to toss the cube. Look together at the book names showing 

on the top of the cube. Ask the volunteer to name the division that includes those 

books, then direct him to toss the cube to someone who hasn’t had a turn yet. 

Continue to play. Encourage the kids to play faster as they get comfortable with 

the game.

4. Point out that Acts is the only book of New Testament History. Tell the kids that 

the Bible stories this month will come from the Book of Acts.

5. Option: “The Church Began” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►CHURCH CHARADES

1. Discuss with the kids some things they do when they come to church. Point out 

any examples of things that are unique to your church. 

2. Lead the kids to take turns acting out things people do at church. Explain that 

they cannot say anything while they are acting and that the other kids will 

try to guess what is being acted out. [Be prepared to provide ideas if kids have 

trouble coming up with their own. Examples might include: reading the Bible, 

praying, singing, listening to the sermon, giving an offering, going to Sunday School, 

observing someone being baptized, and more.] Play until everyone who wants a 

turn has had one. 

3. Tell the kids that over the next few weeks they will learn about the work and 

purpose of the church. Today they will learn that people learn about God and 

Jesus at church.

►Show “The Church Began: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 25-28: “Unit 
3 Banner,” “We Are Your 
Church,” “Psalm 122:1,” and 
“Unit 3 Questions”

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A beach ball

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE UNIT
 • Point out and read the title banner.

 • Option: If you know the old finger play, ask if any of the kids have heard the 

rhyme about the church and the people. (Here is the church, here is the steeple, 

open the door, and see all the people.) Demonstrate the hand movements for them. 

 • Tell the kids that people often use the word church when they mean the building 

where people go to Sunday School or to a worship service. Explain that the 

church is not a place or a building—the church is a group of people, Christians 

who gather to worship and serve God. 

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
 • Tell the group that after Jesus ascended (or went back up) into heaven, people 

started to gather together and the very first church began. Open your Bible to 

Acts 2 and tell the story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story:  The Church Began

Jesus’ followers were all together in one place praying. Suddenly, a sound like 

strong winds came from heaven and filled the whole house. The believers were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and were able to speak in different languages. 

When other people heard what was going on, a crowd gathered in 

amazement. Each person heard the believers speak in his own language. They 

asked each other, “What does this mean?”

Peter stood up and addressed the crowd. He told the people that what they 

saw happening had been foretold by one of God’s prophets. Peter explained 

that Jesus came to the earth and did miraculous things, died on the cross, and 

rose again. 

When the people heard this, many believed and asked, “What should we do 

now?” 

Peter told the people to trust Jesus to forgive them, to turn away from sin, 

and to be baptized. About 3,000 people believed the message and were 

baptized that day. 

The new believers spent all their time listening to the disciples teach, 

learning about God and Jesus, coming together, sharing meals together, and 

praying. They stayed together. They sold their possessions and gave to anyone 

who was in need. 

Every day they met together at the temple; they met in their homes; they ate 
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Note: For a kid-friendly way 
to present God’s plan of 
salvation check out lifeway.
com/kidsgospelpresentation.

Stay in the know! facebook.
com/biblestudiesforlifekids.

together; and they gave praise to God. 

The church grew every day as more and more people learned about Jesus 

and became believers. 

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  2

EXPLORE THE LIFE POINT
►Show the Teaching Picture.  

 • Tell the kids that the disciples and all the believers made up the early church. 

There was no church building, so they met in the temple, in homes, or wherever 

they could. Ask the kids to name things the early church did together. Ask if your 

church does some of these same things. 

 • Ask kids to name some things they have learned at church.

►Show “The Church Began: Life Action” video.    

 • Ask what Chuck said about church buildings and church people.

 • Ask if anyone on earth has “all the answers” to people’s questions. Ask why 

Juniper and Chuck suggested that people go to the church for answers. (that’s 

where people can learn about God and Jesus)

LEARN A BIBLE VERSE
►Use Bibles

 • Lead the kids to find Psalm 122:1 in their Bibles. Ask a volunteer to read the verse.

 • Point out the display of the Unit Verse and lead the kids to read it aloud. Ask a 

child to name something he enjoys at church. Say the verse together. Ask another 

child to name something she enjoys at church. Say the verse. Continue as long as 

interest is high.

REVIEW
►Play a review game.

 • Form a large circle. Explain that each child will bounce a beach ball to another 

child until the music stops. When the music stops, ask a question. The child with 

the beach ball, along with the kids on either side, can decide together on an 

answer.

WORSHIP TOGETHER
 • Tell the kids to stay in the circle. Sing “We Are Your Church” (track 7). Pray, 

thanking God for the opportunity to go to church and learn more about Him.

people learn about God and Jesus at church.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Teachers’ Hall of Fame

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Briefly review the Bible story. Ask the kids to name things that the first church 

people did. Lead the kids to find and read Acts 2:42. Point out that the first thing 

the verse talks about is the people learning from the apostles. Suggest that 

learning about God and Jesus was first because it was so important. 

3. Lead the kids to say the Life Point: People learn about God and Jesus at church.

4. Help the kids make a list of things they have learned at church and a list of 

teachers who teach them or have taught them. Ask each child to choose a teacher 

(two or more kids can choose the same teacher), print the teacher’s name at 

the bottom of a sheet of paper, and draw the teacher’s picture or a picture of 

something the teacher taught.

5. Ask one child to make a sign that says Teachers’ Hall of Fame. Help the kids display 

the sign and the portraits to create their “Hall of Fame.”

CHOICE 2 
►Church Art

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Provide the construction paper, envelopes, and craft sticks. Explain that each 

child can use the supplies to make a church building.

3. Instruct each child to open the flap of an envelope and to glue the envelope to 

the construction paper. Explain that the flap should be opened up to make the 

roof of the church building. The envelope will make a pocket that the kids will 

use. Let the kids decorate their churches with windows, doors, a cross, and so on. 

Suggest that each child print Psalm 122:1 on his page. Tell the kids that each child 

did a great job decorating the church buildings, but they are still missing the part 

that makes it the church—people. 

4. Direct the kids to draw faces on the craft sticks, decorate them to look like people, 

and place them in their envelopes to represent people in the building.

5. Remind the kids that today they have been learning that people learn about God 

and Jesus at church. Talk about ways your church teaches about God and Jesus. 

6. Play a game. Direct the kids to remove the sticks from their church buildings. 

Explain that they can return one stick each time they name something they have 

learned at church. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Construction paper, 
markers, and other art 
materials that are available

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Envelopes and 
construction paper, craft 
sticks, markers, and glue
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CHOICE 3
►Teach Me a Song

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Read together Psalm 122:1 once again. Ask the kids to tell what the verse means. 

Tell the kids that we should be happy and excited when we come together with 

other people to learn about God and worship Him.

3. Explain that Psalm 122:1 is part of a song. Point out that one thing church people 

do when they come together is sing songs to God. Suggest that the words in 

songs teach people about God and Jesus. Ask the kids to name people at your 

church who have helped them learn songs. 

4. Play “Bible Song” (track 10) or “God Is So Good” (track 11) and invite the kids to 

listen to the tune and the rhythm. Guide the kids to make up words to go with the 

tune. Ask them to tell things their song might say about God or about Jesus. Print 

their ideas on large paper. When they have several ideas, guide them to choose 

words or phrases that go with the tune. Print their choices and lead the kids to 

sing the words with the music. Help them decide if they need to make changes.

5. Lead the group to sing their song. Option: Provide rhythm instruments for the 

kids to play as they sing the song again. Tell the kids that their song can help 

people learn about God and Jesus at church.

WRAP UP

►Missions Emphasis:

 • Challenge the kids to guess the length of the Amazon River. (about 4,000 miles) 

 • Tell the missions story (CD) or show the video “Up a River.” Talk about the 

difficulties that Kathy and her team experience. Pray that Christian workers will 

continue to seek groups of people who have never heard about Jesus.

►Show “The Church Began: Wrap Up” video.

 • Challenge the kids to invite someone to come to church next week.

 • Remind the kids to give their One Conversation™ page to their parents. 

 • Pray, thanking God for each child in the room and for all the people in your 

church that teach about God and Jesus.

►This week:

 • Send postcards to every prospect you have. Invite the kids to come to church.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›CD

 ›Large paper and markers 

 ›Option: Rhythm 
instruments

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

FUN FACT
Tell your kids that the 
Amazon River is almost long 
enough to go all the way 
across the United States and 
back again!

 ›“Bible Studies For Life: Kids 
Learning About Church 
Postcards” (005787489) 

LIFE POINT people learn about God and Jesus at church.
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