
SUGGESTED DATE:
week of Feb. 10

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Good news. God’s Word continues to be the most-read book in the world. More than 

five hundred complete translations of the Bible are available across the globe, and 

that does not count hundreds of translations of the Old Testament, New Testament, 

or select books. Concentrated efforts continue to get the Bible to every nation and 

village. To do this, Bible translators are constantly at work. Dedicated Christians 

devote their entire lives to Bible translation and distribution. Once people can read 

the words of the Scripture in their native language, teachers and missionaries, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, can help them understand God’s message of 

redemption through Jesus.

Ezra was a priest God used to lead the Jewish people to rebuild Jerusalem and the 

temple after they returned from exile. Ezra read the book of the Law to the people, 

and they worshiped God. When men helped them to understand the Scripture, they 

were so touched that they wept.  

LifeWay Research reports that the average American Bible reader owns three or 

more copies of God’s Word. How many Bibles do you own? Do you have a favorite 

Bible? How regularly do you read it?  ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

How can you challenge the kids in your group to read the Bible each day?  ______

________________________________________________________________

Introduce the kids to a daily Bible reading plan. Help them understand that reading 

the Bible is a way to worship God.

EZRA READ
GOD’S WORD

LIFE POINT: PeoPle can read the bible.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Everything in the Bible is 
true.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Nehemiah 8:1-12

WEEKLY VERSE
All the Bible says is from God.  
2 Timothy 3:16

UNIT VERSE
God’s words in the Bible help 
us learn.  
Psalm 119:105

BIBLE

Additional training for Bible 
Studies For Life: Kids is 
available at ministrygrid.com/
web/biblestudiesforlife.
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 3, 6, 24–25, and 
29: “Unit 3 Banner,”  “Psalm 
119:105,” “Unit 3 Weekly 
Verses,” “Unit 3 Name 
Cards,” and “True/False 
Cards”

 ›Teaching Picture 11 (Bonus 
ideas on back) 

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Beanbag

 ›Use the Ezra card from the 
name cards. 

 ›Mark the Weekly Verse 
in your Bible with the 
appropriate marker.

 ›Display the unit banner 
and unit verse poster all 
month.

GROUP TIME 
►Transition to group time. Instruct the boys and girls to walk slowly to the group-

time area, like they are praying.

►Sing together. Play “I Love the Bible” (track 9). Lead the boys and girls in singing the 

song together.

►Talk about the Life Point and tell the Bible story. Say: “Today we will learn that 

people can read the Bible. Listen to the story for who read God’s words and what the 

people did.” Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8 and tell the story in your own words. 

EZRA READ GOD’S WORD
—Based on Nehemiah 8:1-12

The men and women of Israel gathered in an open area in the city in front of a 

large gate. Ezra, a priest, carried the Bible scroll with the laws God told Moses. Ezra 

climbed on a wooden platform where the people could see him. He opened the 

scroll. All the people stood. 

Ezra read from the scroll from early in the morning until noon. The men and 

women listened carefully to what Ezra read. They raised their hands, said “Amen, 

amen,” and bowed down to worship God.

Other teachers helped the people understand what Ezra was reading. The people 

listened. They were not obeying God. They felt sad.

Nehemiah, the governor, told the people, “Eat good food. Drink something 

sweet. Share your food with those who have nothing to eat. Worship God. Do not 

be sad.” Nehemiah told the people to be happy and celebrate.

The people did what Nehemiah told them to do. They were happy and 

celebrated. They had heard God’s words from the scroll. Ezra and the teachers 

taught them what God wanted them to do. They understood God’s words.

►Recall the Bible story. Show the Ezra name card and say the name. Ask what Ezra 

did in the story. Hand the Teaching Picture to a child. Tell him to pass it around the 

circle. When everyone has seen the picture, lay the “True/False Cards” on opposite 

sides of the circle. Toss a beanbag to one child and ask a true or false question about 

the story. Prompt him to toss the beanbag onto the correct answer. Continue until 

every child has a turn.

►Learn the Weekly Verse. Read the Weekly Verse from the Bible. Lead the kids to 

stand and repeat the verse with you. Lead them to raise their hands and say, “Amen, 

amen.” Repeat several times.

►Pray. Thank God for giving us the Bible that helps us learn. Say the Unit Verse.

►Wrap it up. Show the “Ezra Read God’s Word: Life Action” video.
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

PAINT A MESSAGE
 • Help each child complete a Kids Activity Page as she comes to the art center. 

 • Encourage kids to wear smocks while painting. Give each child a paper and invite 

him to paint all over the paper.

 • Tell the Bible story as kids paint. Comment that Ezra read the scroll to the people. The 

words on the scroll were God’s words. 

 • Read the words revealed on the paper: “People can read the Bible.” Comment that 

people read God’s words in the Bible. Tell kids they can read the Bible, too. Talk 

about places and times kids can read the Bible. (at home, at church, at bedtime, in the 

morning, and so forth) 

 • Thank God for giving us the Bible. (art)

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
 ›Lay the Kids Activity Page, Teaching Picture showing, with the blocks and people figures.

 • Point to the picture and tell the Bible story as kids show interest in the area. 

Comment that Ezra stood on a high platform where all the people could see him.

 • Suggest that kids could build a platform. Tell them that people can read the Bible. 

The people in the Bible story heard the Bible read to them. 

 •  Open the Bible to 2 Timothy 3:16 and read the verse aloud. Lead kids to say the verse 

with you. Say the Life Point: People can read the Bible. (blocks)

PLAY WITH COMMUNICATION ITEMS
 ›Arrange the items on a table. 

 • Invite boys and girls to play with the communication objects. 

 • Say: “We can use these items to help people know about God and Jesus. Some 

people read their Bibles on their phones or tablets.”

 • Tell the Bible story as the kids play. Comment that all the people listened to Ezra as 

he read God’s words from the scroll. 

 • Help kids find 2 Timothy 3:16 in the Bible and the Bible app. Read the verse aloud. 

Lead the kids to repeat the verse with you. (dramatic play)

MAKE A BIBLE VERSE CHAIN
 • When kids come to the area, open the Bible and read aloud 2 Timothy 3:16. 

Comment that this is the Weekly Verse for this week. It tells us that God gave us the 

Bible.

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›White paper, a white 
crayon, thinned blue paint 
in cups, paintbrushes, and 
painting smocks

 ›Print the Life Point on a 
paper for each child using 
a white crayon. Make the 
writing heavy.

 ›Kids Activity Page

 ›Bible, wooden or plastic 
people figures, and 
wooden blocks

 ›Bible, old telephones, 
old computer keyboard 
or laptop, cell phones 
(remove batteries), 
notepads, pencils, dry 
erase boards, dry erase 
markers, erasers, and 
electronic tablet with Bible 
app (optional)

 ›CD: “Bible Verse Chain 
Strips” (1 per child)

 ›Bible, colored paper, 
scissors, and glue sticks or 
a stapler with staples
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT PeoPle can read the bible.

 • Give each child a page and scissors. Tell kids that they can cut apart the strips and 

fasten them together to make a chain. Demonstrate for kids who may need an 

example.

 • Tell the Bible story as the kids work. Explain that Ezra read God’s words from a 

platform so all the people could see and hear him. (puzzles)

WALK ON A PATH
 ›Use the masking tape to make a long winding path on the floor. Along the path, at even 
intervals, place the paper with the Life Point, the stepstool with the Teaching Picture, and 
the Bible marked with today’s verse.

 • Invite a child to walk along the path. When he reaches the paper, tell him to pick it up 

and read it. Assist as necessary. When he reaches the stepstool, help him pick up the 

Teaching Picture and step on the stool. He can look at the Teaching Picture and tell 

something about the Bible story. When he reaches the Bible, he can open it to the 

marked verse and say the Bible verse. Help as necessary.

 • Congratulate each child for completing the path. Comment that people can read 

from the Bible and everything in the Bible is from God. (games)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

READ A BOOK AND WORK PUZZLES
Arrange the “Bible Puzzles” (Pack Item 27) and “The Bible, God’s Words for Us” (Pack 

Item 28) on a table. Talk about the Bible story as kids work puzzles. Offer to read the 

book to an interested child. Talk about times kids read and use a Bible. Show  

“Psalm 119:105” (Pack Item 6) and read the verse together. Thank God for the Bible.

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print the page (CD) and provide crayons. Talk about the Bible story as children work. 

Sing “I Learn from the Bible” (track 10).

Option: Send the sheet home as a story reminder the kids can color during the week. 

CLEAN UP
Play “I’m Hap-Hap-Happy” (track 20) and suggest ways kids can help to straighten and 

clean the room. Thank the girls and boys for all their good help today.

 ›Pack Item 24: “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses”

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›Bible, masking tape, 
stepstool, paper, and a 
marker 

 ›Print the Life Point on the 
paper with the marker. 
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