
Unit 2, Session 4

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 28

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Driven out of Antioch, Paul and Barnabas headed east. They began their time in 

Iconium just as they had in Antioch: preaching in the Jewish synagogues. Again, 

many believed, but the non-believing Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their 

minds. So what did Paul and Barnabas do? They dug in their heels and continued to 

preach. They took advantage of the opportunity for a long time. When they learned 

of the non-believers’ plot to stone them, Paul and Barnabas left town and found more 

opportunities to preach. 

In Lystra Paul told a lame man to walk, and he did. The people believed the gods 

had visited them in the forms of Paul and Barnabas. A priest of one of the pagan gods 

prepared to make a sacrifice to them. But the two men tore their clothes as a sign 

of the blasphemous act they would not allow to happen. Paul took the opportunity 

to tell the people about the goodness of God in what was likely his first sermon to a 

pagan audience. Still, the people wanted to worship them while the Jews wanted to 

kill Paul. The Jews convinced the crowd to stone Paul. They left him for dead, but he 

survived and went with Barnabas to other cities, taking the opportunity to preach 

about Christ.  

At so many points along the journey, Paul and Barnabas could have found safer 

places to serve. They also could have gone underground and avoided the beatings, 

but Paul did not see service to Christ that way. Instead, he used his struggles to 

encourage the disciples by telling them that it was necessary to go through many 

hardships to enter the kingdom of God.

Are you aware of opportunities God has provided for you to tell others about Him? 

Pray for the faith and courage to share Christ when you have the opportunity.

How can you help the kids in your group identify opportunities to tell others about 

Jesus? What can you do to prepare them to be ready to share the gospel?

PAUL AND BARNABAS 
TOLD ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: people tell about God and Jesus.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People who love God tell 
others all over the world 
about Him.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 14

WEEKLY VERSE
Tell people everywhere 
about Jesus. 
Matthew 28:19-20

UNIT VERSE
Tell people everywhere 
about Jesus. 
Matthew 28:19-20
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 2, 5, 7: “Unit 2 
Banner,” “Matthew 28:19-20,” 
“New Testament” 

 ›Teaching Picture 9 (Bonus 
ideas on back)

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Beanbag or small ball

 ›Display the unit banner 
and unit verse poster all 
month.

GROUP TIME 
►Gather for group time. Gather the children in a circle and toss a beanbag or small 

ball to a child. Tell her to say her name and toss it to another boy or girl before 

moving to the group-time area. Repeat until all children have settled in their seats.

►Introduce the Life Point. Ask the boys and girls to tell things they like to talk about. 

Tell them that it is important to talk about God and Jesus. Explain that people who 

love God tell others all over the world about Him.

►Tell the Bible story. Tell the kids that the Bible story is from the Book of Acts. 

Display the “New Testament” poster to show that Acts is the fifth book in the New 

Testament. Explain that Acts tells us about Paul and Barnabas telling people about 

Jesus. Open your Bible to Acts 14 and tell the Bible story in your own words.

PAUL AND BARNABAS TOLD ABOUT JESUS
—Based on Acts 14

Paul and Barnabas went to different cities to tell others about Jesus. One of the 

places was Iconium. Many people believed what Paul and Barnabas taught about 

Jesus. But some people did not want them to teach the people, and they wanted to 

hurt Paul and Barnabas. So Paul and Barnabas left Iconium and went to Lystra.

In Lystra, Paul taught about Jesus. There was a man there who had never walked.  

Paul told the man, “Stand on your feet!” The man jumped up and was able to walk! 

When the crowds saw that Paul had healed the man, they wanted to worship Paul 

and Barnabas. The men warned the crowds not to worship them, but to worship 

only God because He created everything. Paul and Barnabas told the people that 

God gives rain to make things grow, and He gives food to eat. 

Some people who did not want Paul to tell about Jesus came and convinced the 

crowd to hurt Paul. They took Paul out of the city. Paul’s friends helped him. The 

next day, Paul and Barnabas went to Derbe. Paul and Barnabas taught the people 

there and many believed their message about Jesus.

Paul and Barnabas traveled to other cities telling people about Jesus.

►Recall the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Point to Paul and Barnabas. Tell 

kids that they were missionaries. Explain what missionaries do. Ask them to recall the 

places where Paul and Barnabas traveled. Ask them what happened in those places. 

►Read Matthew 28:19-20. Display the verses. Ask the boys and girls to say it with 

you. Say it again sitting for the first word, standing for the second word, and so forth. 

Tell the children that they can tell people about God and Jesus.

►Pray. Thank God for sending Jesus and allowing us to tell people Jesus loves them.

►Wrap it up. Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Life Action” video.
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

PRETEND TO BE REPORTERS
 • Help kids complete the Kids Activity Page.

 • Suggest that the children form groups of two or three and scatter to different places 

in the room. 

 • Talk about the Bible story. Tell the kids that they can pretend to be reporters who 

want to know about Jesus.

 • Encourage kids to pretend to interview one another and tell what they know about 

Jesus. Record their voices if you choose.

 • Mention the Life Point: People tell about God and Jesus.

 • Play and listen to recorded voices. Identify who is telling about Jesus. (dramatic play)

MAKE HANDPRINTS
 • Lead a child to print the words of the verse on the top of her paper. 

 • Tell kids to wear smocks before they begin painting. 

 • Explain to the kids that they will place one hand in the paint color of their choice. 

Assist the kids as they transfer their prints to their papers. 

 • Tell kids they can make other designs on the paper with their hands.

 • As the kids work, talk about the Life Point: People tell about God and Jesus. 

 • Ask kids how they could use their hands to tell about God and Jesus. (Possible ideas: 

open a Bible to a verse, type an email or text, draw a picture about Jesus)

 • Encourage the kids to tell someone this week about Jesus. (art)

BUILD ROADS
 ›Before the session, print the names of these cities on a separate piece of the construction 
paper: Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. 

 • Open your Bible to Acts 14 and tell the Bible story. 

 • Encourage the kids to work together to build roads. Comment that Paul and 

Barnabas traveled along roads to go to different cities as they told about Jesus.

 • Let the children assist you as you glue each city sign on a separate craft stick and 

place the stick in a lump of play dough.

 • Ask the boys and girls to place the signs along the roads that they build. Remind 

them that in the story, these cities were places where Paul and Barnabas told people 

about Jesus. Ask the kids to recall things they remember from the story.

 • Tell the boys and girls that people can tell others about Jesus. (blocks)

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Toy microphones, pencils, 
digital recorder (optional)

 ›Pack Item 5:  
“Matthew 28:19-20”

 ›Shallow pans of washable 
paint, painting smocks, 
markers, white paper

 ›Wooden blocks, play 
dough, craft sticks, 
permanent marker, 
three small squares of 
construction paper, glue  
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT people tell about God and Jesus.

MOVE TO THE MUSIC
 • Talk about or tell the Bible story. Help kids find the Bible story in Acts 14.

 • Play music from the CD. Allow the kids to choose which instruments to play.

 • As the music plays, suggest that the children march, sway, hop, or twirl to the music.

 • Occasionally pause the CD and ask the boys and girls to shout out the name of 

someone they can tell about Jesus.

 • Lead them in shouting out the Life Point: People tell about God and Jesus.

 • Play and sing “T-E-L-L” (track 8). (music)

PLAY A REVIEW GAME
 ›Using the masking tape, mark off four squares on the floor. In each square place a Teaching 
Picture. Print the names Paul and Barnabas on self-sticking labels. 

 • Form two groups. Remind the kids that Paul and Barnabas told people about Jesus. 

Tell the kindergartners that they will play a team review game, Team Paul and Team 

Barnabas. Place the appropriate label on each child as you assign her to one of the 

teams. If needed, assist the kids to place the labels on their clothing.

 • Teams will take turns. Tell the kids to throw the beanbag on a Teaching Picture and 

ask questions about that story.  

 • Encourage the kids with a high five as they recall things they have learned.

 • Say that the kids can tell people about God and Jesus. (games)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

FIND THE MISSING WORDS
Write the words of Matthew 28:19-20 on sticky notes, one word per note. Stick the 

notes on a wall, leaving out two or three words. (Leave space for the missing words.) 

Read the verse with the blanks. Ask for volunteers to recall the missing words. Insert 

the words and say the verse. Repeat, omitting different words each time. Look at the 

“Unit 2 Missions Pictures” (CD) and note that missionaries tell about Jesus in Canada.

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print the page (CD) and provide crayons. Talk about the Bible story as children work. 

Option: Send the sheet home as a story reminder the kids can color during the week.

CLEAN UP
Play “It’s Clean Up Time” (track 20) as the kids help clean up the room.

 ›CD

 ›Bible, rhythm instruments 

 ›  Teaching Pictures from 
Sessions 1–4

 ›Masking tape, beanbag, 
self-sticking name labels, 
black marker
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