
Unit 2, Session 3

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 21

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
When King Herod saw that his execution of James pleased the Jews, he arrested 

and imprisoned Peter and likely planned to kill him, also (Acts 12:2-4). In prison Peter 

was surrounded with sixteen guards (Acts 12:4) and bound in chains. Escape was 

impossible, or at least that seemed to be the thought of Herod and his men. 

Sixteen guards proved to be no match for a praying church, who cried out to God 

for an innocent man. The night before King Herod planned to bring Peter before the 

Jews, an angel poked Peter in the side and woke him. Miraculously, Peter’s chains fell 

off! The angel escorted Peter out of the prison unbeknownst to the guards, another 

miracle! When the angel and Peter reached the city gates, the gates opened by 

themselves, yet another miracle! Then the angel disappeared, and Peter was free. He 

was not dreaming or seeing a vision! God had delivered him from Herod’s grasp. 

When Peter arrived at the house where his friends had been praying for him, he 

knocked at the front gate and received a humorous reaction. Rhoda was so overcome 

with excitement of hearing Peter’s voice that she forgot to open the gate! She ran to 

tell those who were praying that Peter was at the gate, but they did not believe her. 

In fact, they claimed she was crazy. After all, Peter was in prison. Rhoda’s persistent 

claims and Peter’s persistent knocking finally got them to the door, and when they 

saw Peter, they were amazed. God had answered their prayers in a powerful way!

Prayer is powerful for several reasons, but most importantly, prayer develops 

our relationship with God and guides us to follow Jesus’ instruction and example, 

knowing God hears and answers. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that when they pray for 

others God hears them? Just like Peter’s friends prayed for him, they can pray for 

others? Help them to identify persons for whom they can pray.

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

LIFE POINT: people can pray.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can pray for others in 
their communities and world.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 12:5-19

WEEKLY VERSE
Pray for one another. 
James 5:16

UNIT VERSE
Tell people everywhere 
about Jesus. 
Matthew 28:19-20

 
CO

MMUNITY

A

N D W O RLD
 

38     U n i t  2 ,  S e S S i o n  3

005075161_KIND_LDR_2019-SUM.indb   38 12/5/18   10:58 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 2, 5, 20–21: 
“Unit 2 Banner,”  
“Matthew 28:19-20,” 
“James 5:16,” “Review 
Cube” 

 ›Teaching Picture 8 (Bonus 
ideas on back)

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Display the unit banner 
and unit verse poster all 
month.

GROUP TIME 
►Sing. Play “March, March, March” (Track 18) from the CD. Encourage the kids to move 

around the room. Call them back to settle in their seats in the group-time area.

►Learn the Weekly Verse. Display “James 5:16.” Say the verse with the kids. Point to 

James on the Bible poster. Explain the chapter and the verse. Encourage the kids to 

clap for each syllable in the word and the reference.

►Tell the Bible story. Say the Life Point: People can pray. Explain that praying is 

talking to God. Tell the children that God hears us when we talk to Him. Tell the kids 

that in the Bible story today Peter’s friends prayed to God for him. Open the Bible to 

Acts 12 and tell the Bible story in your own words.  

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER
—Based on Acts 12:5-19

Peter was one of Jesus’ followers. He was sent to prison for telling others about 

Jesus. His church friends prayed that God would get him out of prison.

Peter was put in chains and soldiers were guarding him so he could not escape 

from the prison. One night while Peter was sleeping, an angel, surrounded by a 

bright light, came to see him. The angel touched Peter and said, “Quick, get up!” 

Suddenly the chains fell from Peter’s wrists.

The angel told Peter to put on his clothes and sandals. Then he said, “Follow me.” 

Peter obeyed the angel, but he did not know if what was happening to him was real 

or if it was a dream. After Peter and the angel walked past the guards and through 

the gate, the angel disappeared. Peter realized he was not dreaming. He knew that 

God had rescued him from the prison.

Peter went to see his church friends who were praying for him. When they 

realized that Peter had been set free, they were excited. Peter explained to them 

that it was God who rescued him from prison. God heard the people’s prayers  

for Peter.

►Toss the cube and recall the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Allow each 

child to toss the cube and state an answer to the statement on the top of the cube. 

Remind the kids that they can pray for others just as Peter’s friends prayed for him. 

►Say Matthew 28:19-20 and pray. Open the Bible to the verse and read it. Lead the 

children to say it with you. Say it slow, then say it fast. Remind the kids that people 

can pray for others in their communities and world. Pray, thanking God that He will 

hear the boys and the girls when they pray to Him. 

►Wrap it up. Show the “People Prayed for Peter: Life Action” video.
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

PUT BIBLE STORY CARDS IN ORDER
 ›Cut apart the sequence cards. 

 • Open the Bible to Acts 12. Talk about or tell the Bible story.

 • Ask the boys and girls to work together to put the events of the story in order. Guide 

them to recall the story as they work.

 • Lead kids to complete the Activity Pages.

 • Tell kids to work the other puzzles as they choose.

 • Say the Life Point: People can pray. Remind the children that Peter’s friends prayed 

for him. Ask the children how God answered their prayers. 

 • Ask the kids if they have friends they would like to pray for. Pray and thank God that 

we can pray for each other. (puzzles)

DESIGN A PRAYER POSTER
 • At the top of the poster, print Prayers.

 • Show the kids the envelopes. Write these categories on the envelope flaps as you talk 

about them (one per envelope): Praises to God; Give thanks to God; I’m sorry, God; and 

God, please help. Glue the envelopes on the poster, flap side out. 

 • Lead kids to decorate around the envelopes. They can draw with markers or add 

stickers to the poster.

 • Look at the Teaching Picture. Open the Bible to Acts 12. Remind the boys and girls 

that in the Bible story Peter’s friends prayed for him when he was in prison.

 • Talk about the Life Point. Explain to the children that God hears and answers prayers. 

 • Give the kids pencils and several index cards. Remind kids of the categories on the 

poster and tell them to think of things to pray for in each category. Assist as needed.

 • Using the cards, pray with the children. Ask for volunteers who want to pray. Collect 

the cards and place them in the appropriate envelopes.

 • Option: Display the poster for the remainder of the quarter and regularly pray over 

the cards with the children. Be attentive to help them know how God answers their 

prayers. (art)

PLAY A GAME
 • Place the gameboard on a table and give each child a game piece.

 • Ask the children to follow the instructions as they move along the gameboard.

 • Open the Bible and talk about the Bible story. Remind the children that God hears 

and answers prayers.

 ›Pack Item 22: “Story 
Sequence Cards”

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bible, other puzzles of 
church or people praying, 
pencils,  scissors

 ›Teaching Picture 8

 ›Bible, large poster, four 
letter-sized envelopes, 
index cards (several per 
child), pencils, markers, 
stickers, glue  

 ›Pack Item 23: “Find the 
House Game” 

 ›Bible, small numbered 
cube, buttons (or other 
small items for game 
pieces)
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT people can pray.

 • Ask the kids to recall that Peter’s friends prayed for him. God answered their prayers.

 • Allow the children to take several turns. Pray, thanking God that people can pray to 

Him. (games)

FIND THE WORDS
 ›Place the pan of sand on the drop cloth on the floor. Hide letters that spell out the Life 
Point: People can pray. On the sheet of paper, print: People can pray.

 • Ask for volunteers to search for letters to spell the words.

 • As the children work, talk about prayer. Explain to them that prayer is talking to God. 

 • Remind kids that they can talk to God about everything and He hears their prayers. 

 • Tell the children that when they pray for others they are showing love for them. Ask 

for volunteers to tell about some things that they can pray for others.

 • Read the words when all letters are found. (nature)

BUILD HOUSES
 • Talk about the Bible story. Remind the boys and girls that Peter’s church friends were 

meeting in a house to pray for him. 

 • Suggest kids use the blocks to build houses. As they work, mention the Life Point. 

 • Comment that Peter’s friends prayed for him and God answered their prayers.

 • Say the Weekly Verse together. (blocks)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

DRAW AND PRAY
Show the kids the “Unit 2 Missions Pictures” (CD). Talk about the work the missionaries 

do in Canada. Say that people can pray for others in their communities and around 

the world. Tell kids they can pray for missionaries just like they pray for their families. 

Pray together. Distribute paper and markers. Suggest the kids draw something for 

which they want to pray. Tell kids to use the drawings to remember to pray this week.

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print the page (CD) and provide crayons. Talk about the Bible story as children work. 

Option: Send the sheet home as a story reminder the kids can color during the week. 

CLEAN UP
Give directions for cleanup tasks, as needed. Thank the kids for their good work.

 ›Drop cloth, small shallow 
pan of sand, magnetic 
letters, sheet of paper, 
marker

 ›Pack Item 20: “James 5:16”

 ›Plastic interlocking blocks
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