
Unit 2, Session 1

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 7

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Peter’s witness to Cornelius was so important to the spread of the gospel that Luke 

recorded it in detail here and again in the next chapter. Taking the good news abroad 

to the Gentiles went against everything for which Peter and Judaism stood. Cornelius 

was not a Jew. He was a Gentile, and Jews detested Gentiles. Cornelius was an official 

who led his household by fearing God, praying to Him, and giving to the Jewish 

people, but he had not heard the gospel. That all changed when he “distinctly” 

received a word from God that he should find Peter.

The next day in another city God gave Peter a vision to prepare him for his 

encounter with Cornelius. The sight of ritually unclean animals being lowered 

from heaven on a sheet is a fascinating image to imagine, and no doubt a child 

would enjoy taking marker to paper to draw it for you. But for Peter, the sight was 

worrisome. Three times a voice told Peter to kill and eat and also told him that 

whatever God had made clean, do not call unclean. 

After the Spirit notified Peter that three men had arrived and he should go with 

them without doubts, Peter met Cornelius’ men at the gate. Returning with them, 

Peter acknowledged God had revealed that he should not call anyone unclean or 

unworthy of God’s love. Then Peter told Cornelius about Jesus. Those who heard the 

gospel believed and were baptized. Due to believers like Peter, the gospel was on its 

way to the ends of the earth!

How can you tweak your prayer life to ask God to see every person as He does so 

that you can tell people about Jesus?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that God loves everyone and 

does not see them based on the color of their skin, the clothes they wear, or  

the places they live? How will you encourage kids to tell others about God and His 

Son, Jesus? 

PETER AND 
CORNELIUS

LIFE POINT: God loves all people.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The Bible tells me to love 
others in my community  
and world.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 10

WEEKLY VERSE
Give thanks to God for  
His love. 
Psalm 107:8

UNIT VERSE
Tell people everywhere 
about Jesus. 
Matthew 28:19-20
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 2, 5, 15, 16:  
“Unit 2 Banner,” “Matthew 
28:19-20,” “Psalm 107:8,” 
“Say It Game”

 ›Teaching Picture 6 (Bonus 
ideas on back)

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›Beanbag

 ›Display the unit banner 
and unit verse poster all 
month.

GROUP TIME 
►Introduce the Life Point. Tell the kids that today they will hear about how God 

showed love to Cornelius and that God loves all people. Sing “God’s Love” (track 6).

►Learn the Weekly Verse. Show “Psalm 107:8.” Say the verse together. Explain to 

the children that they can be thankful for God’s love. Toss the beanbag on the “Say It 

Game.” Repeat the verse using the voice indicated. Toss and say the verse again.

►Tell the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Tell the boys and girls that the Bible 

tells me to love others in my community and world. Peter had a special message for 

Cornelius and his friends and family. Open the Bible to Acts 10 and tell the Bible story 

in your own words.   

PETER AND CORNELIUS
—Based on Acts 10

Cornelius lived in a city called Caesarea. He and his family knew that God was 

special. He did kind things for people and he always prayed to God.

One day an angel spoke with him and told him to send for Peter, one of Jesus’ 

disciples. Cornelius sent his servants to get Peter from a place called Joppa.

God spoke to Peter and told him that Cornelius’ servants were looking for him. 

God told Peter to go with the men. Peter obeyed and went to Caesarea.

Cornelius, his family, and his friends were waiting when Peter arrived at his house. 

Cornelius was excited to see Peter and explained to him that an angel told him to 

send for him.   

Peter preached to Cornelius and everyone at his house about Jesus. He told them 

about Jesus’ life and that Jesus was sent by God. Cornelius and everyone who heard 

Peter’s message believed in Jesus.

They were glad that Peter had come and they asked him to stay for a few days. 

God showed love to Cornelius and the people in his house by sending Peter to tell 

them about Jesus.

►Recall the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture again and ask what is 

happening in the picture. Ask the kids to recall Peter’s special message to Cornelius. 

Explain that God loves all people and wants them to hear about His Son, Jesus. 

►Say the Unit Verse. Open the Bible to Matthew 28:19-20. Explain to the boys 

and girls that the verse comes from the New Testament. Show them the book, 

chapter, and verse. Clap the verse as you say it and repeat it twice. As a review, ask 

kindergartners to tell you the book, chapter, and verse.

►Pray. Thank God for His love for the children and for all people. 

►Wrap it up. Show the “Peter and Cornelius: Life Action” video.
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

TALK ABOUT MISSIONARIES
 • Help kids complete the Kids Activity Page.

 • Display the map. Point to all the continents and say the Life Point. Tell the children 

that God sends people (missionaries) all over the world to tell about Jesus. 

 • Show the missions pictures. Say that people from all over the world move to live in 

Canada. Missionaries go to Canada to tell these people about Jesus.  

 • Ask the boys and girls to recall that Peter went to another city to tell Cornelius about 

Jesus. Say the Unit Verse, Matthew 28:19-20, and remind the children that they can 

tell others about Jesus.

 • Point to Canada on the map. Look at the pictures again and note anything that looks 

the same as or different from your town.

 • Help kindergartners print Canada on a paper strip. Tell kids the strip can remind 

them to pray for people in Canada who need to hear about God’s love. (writing)

PLAY OUT THE STORY
 • Show the Teaching Picture and talk about the Bible story.

 • Encourage kids to put on the clothing and play out the Bible story. Kids can choose to 

be Peter, Peter’s companions, Cornelius, and Cornelius’ family and friends. 

 • Open the Bible and tell the story as the children role-play the story. Children may 

want to improvise or add to the story. While this is fine, make sure they remember 

what the Bible says about Peter and Cornelius.

 •  Say the Life Point. Remind the boys and girls that God shows love to all people 

everywhere. Tell them that God loved Peter and Cornelius, who were different from 

each other (from different places, belonged to different cultures). Encourage the 

children that they can love others who are different than they are. (dramatic play)

CREATE A STORY TIME LINE
 • Place the “Bible Story Time Line” on a flat surface. Distribute crayons and markers to 

the boys and girls and gather them around the time line.

 • Ask the kids to recall facts from the Bible story and draw them on the sticky notes or 

paper. They can stick their drawings in the appropriate places on the time line.

 • As they work, say the Life Point: God loves all people. Tell them that God showed love 

to Cornelius by sending Peter to teach him, his family, and his friends about Jesus.  

 • Open the Bible and read the Weekly Verse, Psalm 107:8. Encourage the children to 

thank God for His love for them. (art)

 ›Pack Items 5, 18:  
“Matthew 28:19-20,” 
“World Map”

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›CD: “Unit 2 Missions 
Pictures”

 ›Paper strips, pencils or 
markers

 ›Teaching Picture 6

 ›Bible, Bible times clothing

 ›Pack Item 17: “Bible Story 
Time Line” 

 ›Bible, markers and crayons, 
large sticky notes or paper, 
tape
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LIFE POINTLIFE POINT God loves all people.

READ BOOKS
 • Encourage the children to look at the books about God. Read to the boys and girls 

and talk about the different ways that God shows love to people. 

 • Ask the kids to talk about ways that God shows love to them and their families (such 

as providing food, a place to live, clothing, and so forth).

 • Say the Life Point together. Explain how God showed love in the Bible story.

 • Read the verse and lead kids to say it with you. 

 • Help a child find the verse in the Bible. (books)

PLAY A RELAY GAME
 ›Before group time, use red and pink construction paper to cut small paper hearts or gather 
precut hearts. 

 • Group the children into two teams. On a flat surface (table or floor), place signs that 

read Team 1 and Team 2 to show the beginning of the relay and a sign that reads 

Finish Line at the other end of the play area. Give each child a straw and a heart.

 • Explain to the kids that they will use straws to blow the hearts to the finish line. As 

the boys and girls cross the finish line, ask them to tell one fact from the Bible story. 

 • At the end of the relay, lead the children to say the Life Point: God loves all people. 

(games)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

MAKE A COLLAGE
Cut pictures of people from magazines and catalogs. Include different types of 

people, such as individuals and families. Provide a large poster board and glue sticks. 

Encourage the boys and girls to select and glue pictures on the poster board. As they 

work, tell them that God loves them and He loves all people. Ask them to tell you ways 

that God shows love to their families. Talk about how God showed love to Cornelius.

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print the page (CD) and provide crayons. Talk about the Bible story as children work. 

Option: Send the sheet home as a story reminder the kids can color during the week. 

CLEAN UP
Play “It’s Clean Up Time” (track 20) as you guide kids to help clean up. Make specific 

assignments for the children to complete. Thank the girls and boys for their help.

 ›Pack Item 12, 15: “I Know 
About God,” “Psalm 107:8”

 ›Bible, books about God

 ›Straws (1 per child), hearts 
(1 per child, cut from red 
or pink construction paper 
or precut hearts), markers 
and construction paper to 
create 3 signs with one of 
the following titles written 
on each one: Team 1, Team 
2, Finish Line.
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