
Unit 1, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
How difficult is it to create something from nothing? Whether it’s a handicraft, a work 

of art, or a recipe, most of us “create” by fashioning some materials or ingredients into 

something useful, beautiful, or delicious. Although our ability to create comes from 

God, the best we have to offer pales in comparison to the power God displayed when 

He created the world! God created the world from nothing, using only the power of 

His voice!

Genesis 1 makes it clear that God is the One who brought the world as we know 

it into existence. Romans 1:20 reminds us that all creation points us to God and His 

invisible qualities, including His eternal power and divine character. God often uses 

the beauty of nature to remind us of His presence and power. God also wants to make 

Himself known through our creative efforts. Whether you are an artist, a poet, an 

architect, a scientist, or a mathematician, God wants to use your creativity and skills to 

point others to Him. 

In what specific ways does nature point to God’s creative power?  ___________

________________________________________________________________

How do artists, poets, musicians, scientists, mathematicians, and others display 

God’s creative power?  _______________________________________________

In what ways can you encourage the preteens in your group to recognize and use 

their creative abilities to bring glory to God?  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.  
Bonus teaching helps and a social media plan are available at biblestudiesforlife.com/kidshelps.

GOD CREATED
THE WORLD

LIFE POINT: God is the Creator, and he made the world from nothinG.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of September 2

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Creation can be credited only 
to God.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Genesis 1:1–2:3

CR
EATION

UNIT VERSE
In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1
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 ›Pack Item 3—Attach the 
poster to a focal wall.

 ›Pack Item 4—Separate 
the strips. Attach tape, 
hook-and-loop fasteners, 
or magnet tape to each 
strip. Lay out the strips, in 
mixed up order, on a table 
located about several feet 
from the poster. 
 
Teaching Tip: You can 
adjust this game to the 
skill level of your class. 
Put some books on the 
poster ahead of time to 
give preteens a head start 
or leave it blank for a 
challenge! If your class has 
many preteens who have 
not learned Bible divisions, 
place an Activity Page back 
cover page on the wall 
near Pack Item 3.

 ›Pack Items 5, 6—Cut apart 
the photos on Pack Item 
5 and attach them to the 
walls around the room. 
Separate Pack Item 6.

 ›scissors, tape, timer or 
stopwatch

 ›DVD—Click on the 
missions tab on the DVD 
menu to find the video 
“Welcome to the Slums.” 

 ›“International Missions: 
India” (CD)—Print the 
“Missions in Mumbai, 
India” missions story.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“ Old Testament Books Poster,” “Old Testament Books” (Pack Items 3, 4)

1. Emphasize that knowing the books of the Bible and where to find them is an 

important Bible skill for preteens. Explain that preteens will participate in an 

“Order the Old Testament” game.

2. Guide preteens to form a line and then direct their attention to the “Old 

Testament Books Poster.”

3. On “Go!” the first player in line should pick up a strip, race to the poster, and place 

the strip where he thinks it belongs. He should then return to the “start” line and 

tag the next player.

4. Allow the next player to choose a strip and place it where she thinks it belongs 

on the poster. If she believes that a previously placed book is incorrect, she may 

move it to the correct location on the poster. If preteens need help, suggest they 

use their Bibles or the back page of the Activity Pages as a reference. 

5. Play continues until all books are correctly placed.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►“Close-Ups Poster,” “Scavenger Cards” (Pack Items 5, 6)

1. Explain that as preteens travel from picture to picture, they will be attempting to 

guess what object is pictured. Give preteens one minute to guess each object.

2. If preteens are having a hard time figuring out what the close-up of a picture is, 

guide them to pair up and distribute a “Scavenger Card” to each pair.

3. Talk about how amazing God’s creation is—how colorful and creative God is, 

how God made nourishment for us, and how animals are equipped for self-

protection. Reflect on how big God’s love must be for His creation, that He would 

provide in such a way to delight us.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
1. Show the video or tell the “Missions in Mumbai, India” missions story. 

2. Explain that kids in the slums eat rice and daal (a gravy made of lentils) daily. 

3. Ask preteens how they would feel if one bowl of rice was all each of them had to 

eat every day. Mention that people in the slums of India have many needs. One of 

their needs is food. Their greatest need, however, is to know Jesus. 

4. Pray that children in India will know that Jesus provides for their needs.
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 ›Pack Items 1, 2, 7, 8—Cut 
apart the strips (Item 7) 
and lay facedown on a 
table. Give each preteen a 
copy of Pack Item 8.

 ›Teaching Picture 1

 ›DVD

 ›“Amazing and Wonderful” 
(CD)

 ›sheets of paper and 
markers (2 of each)

 ›11 disposable cups, 
copy paper, markers, 
individually wrapped 
candy

 ›11 table tennis balls, 
fine-point permanent 
marker—Write each 
word of Genesis 1:1 on a 
separate ball. These will be 
used throughout the unit. 

 ›copy paper and pens (1 
per preteen)

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE LESSON
►“God Created the World Title Banner” (Pack Item 1)

 • Form two teams. Give each team a sheet of paper and a marker.

 • Tell preteens that you will be testing their knowledge of creation. Challenge 

teams to write down the answers to the following questions:

 -  From what did God create the world? (nothing)

 - In how many days did God create the world? (six)

 -What did God do on the seventh day? (He rested.)

 -What did God say about His creation? (It was good.)

 -What are the names of the first people He created? (Adam and Eve)

 • Explain that today, preteens will dive deeper into the story of creation and learn 

how God created the world.

STUDY THE BIBLE
►“God Created Script” (Pack Item 8), Teaching Picture 1

 • Display the Teaching Picture, open your Bible to Genesis 1:1–2:3, and tell the story 

in your own words. Use the back of the Teaching Picture as your guide.

 • Distribute copies of the “God Created Script” to preteens. Appoint two volunteers 

to read the parts of the Narrator and God. Remaining preteens will follow the 

instructions for the Group. 

 • Direct preteens to perform the skit. Then, show photos of beautiful scenery or 

share fascinating facts about insects or the human body. See “Amazing and 

Wonderful” on the CD for ideas. 

 • Allow preteens to ask any questions they may have about the passage, answering 

them to the best of your ability. Don’t focus on the kids knowing what God made 

each day, but on the reality that God made the world from nothing in six days and 

that it is more vast, complex, and beautiful than our minds can understand.

REVIEW CHALLENGE
►“Creation Rewind Review” (Pack Item 7)

 • Explain to preteens that you will show a quick review of today’s Bible story. Show 

the “God Created the World: Bible Story” video. 

 • Lead preteens to randomly select a question (Pack Item 7). If necessary, guide 

preteens to find the right answer by using their Bibles.

 • Reward correct responses with individually-wrapped pieces of candy.
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LIFE POINT

Teaching Tip: If you haven’t 
used the Unit 1 postcards, 
send a “Unit 1: God’s Most 
Important Creation” postcard 
(005806084) to each preteen 
and guest on your roll.

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“Genesis 1:1 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 2)

 • Lead preteens to open their Bibles to Genesis 1:1 and read it together.

 • Display the table tennis balls, making sure they are in the correct order. Lead 

preteens to say the verse in unison. 

 • Place a disposable cup over each ball and mix up the order of the words. Guide 

preteens to take turns removing the cups and working to put the words in the 

correct order.

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • Invite preteens to share something they like about God’s creation and why it 

is special to them. Encourage answers like hiking in the mountains, spending 

vacation at the beach, and enjoying their pets.

 • Remind preteens that God made all these things from nothing. He decided how 

every creature and plant would grow, reproduce, and flourish. 

 • Reflect on how great God is and that you can trust Him because He is a loving 

Creator and Provider.

 • Ask volunteers to share some of the things they enjoy about God’s creation. Ask 

them to think of some ways people do not show respect for God’s creation.

 • Distribute copy paper to each preteen. Tell preteens that you would like for each 

of them to write a one-sentence prayer on a piece of copy paper, asking God to 

help people show respect for His creation. Give preteens time to work.

 • Collect the sentence prayers, and give them to a volunteer. Lead preteens to 

bow in prayer. Guide the volunteer to read each of the sentences, written on the 

papers, as a prayer to God.

 • Redistribute the used papers. Guide preteens to turn their papers to the blank 

side and write one-sentence prayers thanking God for His wonderful creation. 

 • Collect the sentence prayers, and give them to a volunteer. Lead preteens to 

bow in prayer. Guide the volunteer to read each of the sentences, written on the 

papers, as a prayer to God.

 • Show the “God Created the World: Life Action” video.

 • Guide all preteens to say today’s Life Point together.

 • Dismiss preteens to Live It Out activities.

God is the Creator, and he made the world from nothinG.

B I B L E  S T U D I E S  F O R  L I F E  P R E T E E N S    11
© 2018 LifeWay



LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“Bunny Bag Template” (Pack Item 9), “From the Beginning” (Activity Page), 

“God Created It All” (CD, track 1)

1. Emphasize that God made the world from nothing. 

2. Explain that today, preteens will make treat bags to share with another Sunday 

School class in your church. Distribute the supplies (paper bags, felt or paper, 

scissors, glue, and ribbon). Share the following instructions:

 -Cut out the bunny template and trace the shape onto your paper bag.

 -Draw eyes, a nose, a smile, and whiskers on the front of the bag.

 -Cut two pointy oval ears from pink felt or heavyweight paper and glue them 

onto the center of the bunnies’ ears. Fold the ears out and flatten them. 

(Option: Color the ears with pink crayons.)

 -Using a permanent marker, write today’s Life Point on the back of the bag.

 -Place the treat in the bag, and tie the bags at the top of the head with a ribbon.

3. Play “God Created It All” while girls work.

4. Allow girls to complete “From the Beginning” on the Activity Pages.

5. Invite girls to share their favorite animals God created. Remind kids that God 

created animals and everything else in the world. Share that today while 

girls used items provided to make bags, God didn’t need anything to create 

everything in the world.

6. Deliver the bags to the predetermined group if time allows.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►“Chameleon Colors” (Pack Item 10), “From the Beginning” (Activity Page)

1. Distribute supplies, and guide boys to paint heavyweight paper strips with 

several splotches or stripes of color. Set them aside to dry. 

2. Give each boy one “Chameleon Colors” trifold. Lead boys to cut out the 

chameleon inset. 

3. Show boys how to cut along the dotted lines to form slits, making sure boys 

don’t cut straight across the page—only along the dotted lines. Help boys fold 

the trifold along the slits to create a trifold shape. Use tape to secure the paper 

edges together so the trifold can stand alone.

4. Slide each painted, dry strip into the folded trifold so that the colors show 

through the chameleon-shaped window. Move the strip up and down to see the 

colors change. (Option: If time is limited for the strips to dry, use coloring pencils 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Pack Item 9—Provide a 
copy for each girl.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›CD

 ›small brown paper bags 
(1 per girl), pink felt or 
heavyweight paper, 
crayons, scissors, glue, 
ribbon (1 foot piece per 
girl), fine-point permanent 
marker, treat such as an 
apple or hard candies

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 10—Provide a 
copy for each boy.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›several bright colors of 
watercolors and brushes 
Option: coloring pencils 
or markers

 ›scissors, tape or glue

 ›heavyweight paper—Cut 
paper into 2-by-11-inch 
strips. Provide 1 strip for 
each boy.

 ›2-3 plastic cups, 
newspaper—Cover the 
table with newspaper and 
fill several cups with water 
before beginning the 
activity.
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LIFE POINT

or markers instead.)

5. Remind boys that God made everything from nothing. Reflect on what a 

powerful and loving God is that He would make the chameleon in such a unique 

way with such brilliant colors, creative camouflage, and protective care.

6. Help boys complete “From the Beginning” on the Activity Pages.

CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►Time’s Up, “God Spoke” (Activity Page)

1. Group the kids into teams. 

2. Lead the first player of each team to stand facing one another. The rest of the 

team members will line up behind the first players. 

3. Set the timer for a random amount of time (between 30 seconds and 2 minutes). 

4. Hand the ball to one of the players. Start the timer. 

5. Ask a review question (page 90) to the team holding the ball. When the team 

member answers, he hands the ball to the other team and moves to the end of 

his team’s line. Teams continue to answer questions and hand the ball back and 

forth until the timer sounds. When the time ends, the team not holding the ball 

receives five points. 

6. Reset the timer and play again. (Add variations like getting the players to say the 

words of today’s Unit Verse, repeating the order of the seven days of creation, 

and so forth.)

7. Help preteens complete “God Spoke” on the Activity Pages.

WRAP UP
 • Emphasize that creation can be credited only to God. Pray that God would help 

preteens see His power and love every day.

 • Distribute today’s Take-Home card to each preteen. Challenge preteens to use the 

card this week for review.

 • Remind preteens to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›ball, stopwatch or timer

WRAP UP

 ›Bible Studies for Life: 
Kids Take-Home Cards 
(005786492)

God is the Creator, and he made the world from nothinG.
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