
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The sign read “Lost Parents.” It was posted at an amusement park. The sign was not 

intended to amuse but served as a meeting place for kids who got separated from 

their parents. Both lost kids and parents lost from their kids could remain in one place 

while they waited to be reunited through the help of park attendants and shared 

communication. In a park that was intended for amusement and fun, this was serious 

business. Imagine losing your child. Imagine losing your parent.

There was a child who became king of Judah when he was only eight years old. 

Both his father and grandfather had been evil kings, but Josiah returned to God’s 

way. During Josiah’s reign he began to repair the temple. While the workers made 

the repairs, the priest, Hilkiah, found the lost book of the Law. It had been lost for 

almost sixty years, during a time when the leaders and people did not follow or honor 

God’s Word. Josiah committed to follow the Lord and to “carry out the words of the 

covenant written in this book.” Josiah committed his life to honoring the Word of God.

How do you honor God’s Word? Is Scripture a daily part of your life, or do you 

engage the Bible only when you are preparing to teach your preteens?  __________

________________________________________________________________

How can you impress on the preteens in your group that they should respect 

God’s Word?  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

JOSIAH READ
GOD’S WORD

LIFE POINT: people should treat the bible, God’s word, with respect.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of February 3

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The Bible is God’s message 
about Himself and God’s plan 
for salvation.

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Chronicles 34

BIBLE

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Every word of God is flawless; 
he is a shield to those who 
take refuge in him.  
Proverbs 30:5

UNIT VERSE
Your word is a lamp for my 
feet, a light on my path. 
Psalm 119:105
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 ›Pack Item 25

 ›permanent marker 
 
Note: Pack Item 25 will be 
used during each session 
this month.

 › index card—Write the 
following instructions on 
an index card: 1. Cut out 
the bottom of the cup. 2. Tie 
a knot at the opening of the 
balloon and then cut off the 
tip of the balloon. 3. Stretch 
the balloon over the bottom 
of the cup. 4. Place pom-
poms inside the cup and 
pull the knot of the balloon 
to make the pom-poms fly. 
Option: “Pom-Pom 
Surprise Instructions” (CD)

 ›2 paper cups, pom-poms, 
balloons, scissors, timer or 
stopwatch

 ›DVD–Click on the missions 
tab on the DVD menu to 
find the video “Old Meets 
New.” 

 ›“International Missions: 
Turkey” (CD)–Print the 
“Missions in Turkey” 
missions story and the 
“Map.” 

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“God’s Word and My Path” (Pack Item 25)

1. Review the divisions of the Old Testament (Law, History, Poetry, Major Prophets 

and Minor Prophets). Explain that this month, most of the Bible stories we will 

study come from the division of Old Testament History.

2. Challenge preteens to find 2 Chronicles in their Bibles. Ask which Bible book 

comes before and which book comes after.

3. Remind preteens that the Bible is a true book that works together for one 

purpose, to reveal God’s message about Himself and His plan for our salvation. 

Even before Jesus was born, Scripture was about Jesus. Every book of the Bible 

points to Jesus and to God’s plan for our lives. 

4. Direct preteens’ attention to Pack Item 25 and point to the top of the compass. 

Reveal that the P stands for “Plan.” Continue by explaining that the Bible is 

valuable to us—it shows us God’s plan for us to have a relationship with Him 

through Jesus. Write this truth on the poster under the letter P. 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Pom-Pom Surprise

1. Form two groups. To one group you will give only supplies: one paper cup, one 

balloon, a handful of pom-poms, and a pair of scissors. To the second group, give 

the instructions and the supplies. 

2. Allow preteens to work within their groups for one minute to complete the craft. 

Ask: “Did everyone have what he needed for the craft?” Discuss.

3. Explain that you can have the supplies to make something but without the 

instructions, you would just be making your own craft.

4. Share that today kids will learn more about the importance of the Bible, because 

it reveals God’s plan for our lives.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
1. Show the “Map.” Comment that Turkey is one of the countries in Central Asia and 

that Istanbul is one of the world’s largest cities. 

2. Play the missions video, “Old Meets New.”

3. Note that the people in the video are speaking Turkish. Pray that Jesus would 

send more workers to Turkey so that the people will hear about Him.
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 ›Pack Items 23, 24

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›Activity Pages

 ›DVD

 ›dry erase board and 
markers

 ›tap lights(2) or flashlights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“The Bible Is My Guide Title Banner” (Pack Item 23)

 • Point out the title banner for this unit. Ask: “What do you think the focus of study 

is this month?” 

 • Confirm that this week begins a study on the importance of the Bible.

 • Ask preteens to share what they already know about the Bible. Write some of 

their facts on the board. 

 • Explain that today’s lesson is about God’s Word and how it was lost and then 

found. 

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►Teaching Picture 10, “The Story of the Bible” (Activity Page)

 • Share that today’s Bible story is recorded in the division of Old Testament History. 

It’s about God’s Word being lost. Ask: “What division of the Old Testament was 

lost?” (Law) 

 • Explain that the people of Israel, God’s people, had strayed far away from God. 

They had created man-made idols out of wood, gold and iron. They were also 

worshiping false gods instead of the one true God.

 • Continue by explaining that while the people were doing this, they lost sight of 

God’s words and even lost the scrolls that contained God’s Word. The scroll of the 

Law was lost.

 • Lead preteens to open their Bibles to 2 Chronicles 34. Guide volunteers to take 

turns reading portions of today’s passage or use the Bible story summary on the 

back of the Teaching Picture to tell the story.

 • Emphasize these truths:

 -King Josiah was a good king who loved God. God began to speak to him about 

all that was wrong around him, and King Josiah listened. 

 - It wasn’t until the Word of God was found that King Josiah even knew it was 

lost!

 -The Law was still in the temple, but the people had left the temple and 

forgotten about and lost the Law. 

 -When King Josiah began to seek God and remove the distractions Israel had 

created, the Law was found and Israel returned to God. 

 • Ask:

 -What are some of the things King Josiah did to help himself seek God? 

(Answers will vary.)
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Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse: 
Proverbs 30:5.

 -What did King Josiah do when he realized the Law was found? (tore his clothes) 

 • Distribute the Activity Pages and lead kids to complete “The Story of the Bible.”

REVIEW CHALLENGE
 • Show “Gumshoe Bible Story” video.

 • Challenge preteens to tell you why the Bible is important and if their views have 

changed after today’s lesson.

 • Form two teams and provide each team with a tap light. 

 • Share that you will ask a question and each team must tap the light to signifiy the 

team knows the answer to the question. Award points for the correct answers. 

Use the questions found on page 92. 

 • Play until preteens have answered all the questions. 

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“Psalm 119:105 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 24)

 • Direct preteens’ attention to the Unit Verse poster. Lead preteens to read the 

verse together. 

 • Ask preteens what comes to mind when they read that God’s Word is a lamp and 

a light. Discuss with preteens the significance of these words in the verse.

 • Explain that God’s Word directs us, helping us to know right from wrong.

 • Invite preteens to share some situations when people need the Bible to help 

them. 

 • Challenge kids to focus on memorizing Psalm 119:105 this month as well as the 

meaning of the verse. 

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • Remind preteens that the Bible should be treated with respect, because the Bible 

is God’s message about Himself and God’s plan for salvation.

 • Play “Gumshoe Life Action” video.

 • Pray for preteens. Pray they will not allow other things to become more important 

than God’s Word and His plan for their lives.

 • Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups, and remind them to take their Activity 

Pages with them.

people should treat the bible, God’s word, with respect.
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 •

LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“Treasure Box” (Pack Item 26), “Respect Reset” (Activity Page)

1. Lead the girls to share some of the things in their lives that are valuable. Ask:

 -What makes those things valuable? 

 -Do you think these things will still feel valuable in ten years?

2. Explain that we have many things in our lives that are valuable treasures to us, 

but the only treasure that will last the test of time is the Word of God.

3. Challenge girls to write their favorite Bible verses on the small squares of paper. 

If they have trouble coming up with favorite verses, show them how to look up a 

verse in the concordance of their Bibles.

4. Distribute a copy of “Treasure Box” (Pack) to each girl, and encourage her to 

follow the directions.

5. Allow girls to place their verses inside their new “treasure boxes.”

6. Lead girls to complete “Respect Reset” on the Activity Page as time allows.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►“Treasure Hunt” (Pack Item 27), “Respect Reset” (Activity Page) 

1. Lead the boys to share some of the things in their lives that are valuable. Ask:

 -What makes those things valuable? 

 -Do you think these things will still feel valuable in ten years?

2. Explain that today the boys will go on a treasure hunt in the classroom. Share that 

they will be looking for the greatest treasure of all time.

3. Allow boys to start with the first clue that is located by the door. Challenge boys 

to work as a group to solve the riddles. When the last clue is found inside the 

Bible, prompt a volunteer to read that clue to the class.

4. Guide boys to understand that each of them should value, treasure, and respect 

his Bible—not only because it’s the Word of God—because it is a source of 

incredible wisdom and guidance.

5. Lead boys to complete “Respect Reset” on the Activity Page.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Pack Item 26—Make 
1 copy for each girl on 
colorful heavyweight 
paper.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›scissors, hole punch, 
pencils, tape, small paper 
square for each girl

 ›ribbon or yarn—Cut two  
6-inch pieces for each girl. 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 27

 ›Activity Pages

 ›tape

 ›This activity is designed 
to be done in a classroom 
that contains a door, a 
board, a table, a chair, 
and a Bible. Tape card 1 
beside the door; tape card 
2 under a table; tape card 
3 under a chair; tape card 4 
above the board; slip card 
5 inside a Bible. 
 
Teaching Tip: It is 
necessary to set up this 
Live It Out activity before 
the session. 
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CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►Bible Study Kit–Bag, “Respect Reset” (Activity Page)

1. Ask:

 -What does the word respect mean?

 -How do we treat people or things that we respect?

2. Explain that when we respect something we value it, treasure it and protect it.

3. Guide preteens to understand that their Bibles are something they should value, 

treasure and respect—not only because it’s the Word of God—because it is a 

source of incredible wisdom and guidance.

4. Distribute the supplies. Explain that preteens will make a backpack for all of their 

Bible supplies. They can use these to store their Bible, their One Conversation™ 

pages, and a few other things that they will make this month. Encourage 

preteens to bring this bag to church throughout the month. Give these 

instructions:

 -Place a sheet of waxed paper in the canvas bag. This will ensure that the 

markers do not bleed through.

 -Using the markers and stencils, decorate the bags. 

 -Write your name neatly on the bag.

5. Allow bags to dry while preteens complete “Respect Reset” on the Activity Page. 

WRAP UP
 • Challenge preteens to put their Bibles in a place where they are reminded to read 

them every day. Remind them that the things that are important to them should 

bring them closer to God and His Word, not further away.

 • Close, asking God to give preteens the desire to respect and honor God’s Word. 

 • Give each preteen a Take-Home card. Challenge them to use the card this week 

for review.

 • Remind preteens to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›permanent or fabric 
markers, waxed paper, 
simple stencils with 
an adventure theme 
(compass, maps, flashlight, 
stars, and so forth)

 ›canvas drawstring 
backpacks (big enough for 
a Bible to fit)—Provide 1 
bag for each preteen. 

WRAP UP

 ›Bible Studies for Life: 
Kids Take-Home Cards 
(005786492) 

people should treat the bible, God’s word, with respect.
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