
Unit 3, Session 4

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The Book of Acts concludes as dramatically as it begins. All eyes were on Paul as he 

foretold God’s promise that the 276 sailors, prisoners, and other passengers aboard 

the ship would survive their terrible journey. For two weeks in a raging sea they ate 

little if any food, almost capsized more than once, and because of stormy skies could 

not chart their course by the sun or stars. Some must have been all ears as Paul tried 

to take control of the situation. Shipwrecked, they remained Paul’s captive audience, 

and when he survived a poisonous snakebite, his credentials increased. 

A compass might have helped navigate the way, but Paul was more concerned 

with directing people to Christ. Notice the places and people to whom Paul 

shared Christ: Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 

Thessalonians, Timothy, and Titus. At Rome, his final destination, he persuaded many 

of the Roman Jews to place their faith in Jesus.

Centuries later, this God-inspired Scripture that Luke wrote continues to tell 

others about Jesus. The final verse of Acts reminds us that all along Paul’s journey, he 

passionately followed Jesus’ command to tell others about Jesus and make disciples 

of all nations. Despite pursuits, arrests, imprisonments, beatings, stonings, shipwrecks, 

and poisonous snakebites, Paul continued proclaiming the kingdom of God and 

teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

You may or may not live a life as dramatic as Paul’s, but you have opportunities to 

share Christ in various situations. With whom do you need the courage to talk about 

Jesus?   

How can you help the kids in your group feel confident about sharing the good 

news of Jesus with others? They can trust the Holy Spirit to guide them as they tell 

others about Jesus.
 

Bonus teaching helps and a social media plan are available at biblestudiesforlife.com/kidshelps.

PAUL TAUGHT
IN ROME

LIFE POINT: people Can tell others about Jesus.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of August 25

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God sent Jesus to fulfill His 
promise of redemption.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 27–28

JESUS

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe everything I have 
commanded you. 
Matthew 28:19-20

UNIT VERSE
Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. 
1 Timothy 1:15
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 ›Make sure each preteen 
has a Bible.

 ›dry erase board and 
marker

 ›copy paper, tape–Write 
the following on separate 
pieces of paper: Bow, 
Stern. Hang the signs 
on opposite sides of the 
room.

 › index cards–Write the 
following on separate 
cards and use as indicated 
in step 2: stern–run to 
the stern side of the room; 
bow–run to the bow side of 
the room; hurricane–wave 
arms like you’re being 
blown by the wind; hoist 
the sails–move hands one 
over the other like you are 
pulling down on a rope; 
drop anchor–pretend 
you are throwing a large, 
heavy object over the side; 
shipwreck–pretend you are 
swimming. 
Option: “Storm at Sea 
Commands” (CD)

 ›DVD–Click on the missions 
tab on the DVD menu to 
find the video “Voices of 
the Harvest.”

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Bible Drill Review

1. Explain that today’s Bible drill will review the Book of Acts. The preteens must 

keep their Bibles closed until you say, “Go!” 

2. Write a set of three Scripture references on the board.

3. Direct preteens’ attention to the board. Read one of the clues listed below, then 

say, “Go!” The first kid to locate the correct Scripture reference and shout, “Got It!” 

wins. Ask the preteen to read the clue and correct verse aloud. Use these clues: 

 -Paul is blinded by light on his way to Damascus. Acts 1:9-11; Acts 6:15; Acts 9:3-5

 -Angels appear to the disciples and ask why they are looking into the sky.  

Acts 1:9-11; Acts 2:1-3; Acts 14:8-9

 -Paul heals a lame man at Lystra. Acts 9:3-5; Acts 11:28-30; Acts 14:8-9

 -Greek Christians at Antioch help the Jewish Christians in Judea. Acts 11:28-30; 

Acts 14:8-9; Acts 17:22-23

 -Paul tells Lydia about Jesus. Acts 14:8-9; Acts 16:13-14; Acts 18:1-2

 -Paul and others are on a ship when a storm drives them out to sea. Acts 18:1-2; 

Acts 27:13-15; Acts 28:3-5

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Storm at Sea

1. As the preteens arrive, tell them you’re going to play a game called “Storm at 

Sea.” Explain that you will call out a command, and the kids will perform the 

action associated with the command.

2. Call out the commands located in the margin, and encourage preteens to 

complete the associated motions. 

3. Explain that this game was pretty fun but if you were really on a boat in a violent 

storm, it would be very scary. This was exactly what happened to Paul. Even 

though it was very scary, Paul trusted God to take care of him.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
1. Say that it is exciting to hear stories of people becoming followers of Jesus in 

Morocco and other countries in Northern Africa. Show the video, “Voices of the 

Harvest.” 

2. Pray that Muslims in Morocco will hear about Jesus and choose to follow Him.
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 ›Pack Items 21, 22, 24, 
32–Cut apart and tape the 
pieces of Pack Item 32, in 
random order, to a focal 
wall.

 ›Teaching Picture 13 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›DVD

 ›tape, masking tape

 ›Create a starting line on 
the floor a few feet away 
from the wall on which 
you have taped the pieces 
of Pack Item 32. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“Learn About Jesus Title Banner,” “Paul’s Mission Map” (Pack Items 21, 24)

 • Point out the title banner, and explain to kids that today they will learn more 

about Jesus. Ask preteens to recall what they have learned so far.

 • Direct the preteens’ attention to “Paul’s Mission Map.” Ask the class to recall the 

places Paul went in last week’s session. (Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch) Point out these 

locations on the map. 

 • Briefly summarize the intervening chapters (Acts 19–26). Explain that Paul 

traveled by land to the churches he planted. 

 • Explain that Paul eventually sailed to Jerusalem. While in Jerusalem, the religious 

leaders arrested him. After a series of trials, Paul was transferred by ship to Rome.

 • Say: “Today you are aboard Paul’s ship heading to Rome.”

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►Teaching Picture 13, “In Their Shoes” (Activity Pages)

 • Display the Teaching Picture, and invite preteens to explain what they see taking 

place in the picture. Read the Bible story summary to preteens from the back of 

the Teaching Picture. Highlight the following points:

 - It was early fall (late September or early October) when Paul and the other 

prisoners sailed for Rome out of Crete. The Mediterranean Sea was known for 

being turbulent during this time of year.

 -They were driven by the storm for fourteen days. All those on board assumed 

they would die.

 -An angel appeared to Paul and encouraged him. Paul, in turn, encouraged the 

others on board that they would live. God used Paul to minister to these men in 

a fearful situation.

 -God used a snake bite to reveal His power to the people on the island of Malta.

 -God gave Paul an opportunity to share the good news about Jesus with the 

Jewish leaders in Rome. It was in prison in Rome that Paul wrote several letters 

of the New Testament: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.

 • Explain that Paul could have looked at the hardships he faced as unfair. Ask the 

kids to think of at least three ways God used these hardships. (Paul ministered to 

those on the ship and the people on the island. He told the Jewish leaders and many 

others in Rome about Jesus. Prison gave him time to write four letters (books) of the 

New Testament.) 
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LIFE POINT

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Option: Memorize 
the Weekly Bible Verse: 
Matthew 28:19-20.

 • Lead preteens to form pairs. Distribute the Activity Pages and guide pairs to work 

together to complete “In Their Shoes.”

REVIEW CHALLENGE
 • Show the “Gumshoe Bible Story” video. Ask the following open-ended questions. 

The answers are not clearly stated in the text, but encourage the preteens to 

draw logical conclusions. Ask:

 -Why do you think God wanted Paul to stand trial before Caesar? (Answers will 

vary, but may include: to witness to Caesar and others in Rome.)

 -Why do you think the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life in Acts 27:43? 

(Answers will vary, but may include: He thought Paul was a good man. He saw 

Paul had a real relationship with God. He was beginning to fear the Lord after all 

they had experienced. He was becoming acquainted with Paul.)

 -Why do you think God allowed such hardship to fall on the ship? (Answers 

will vary, but may include: It made the people open to hearing about Jesus. God 

wanted to demonstrate His power through Paul.)

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“1 Timothy 1:15 Unit Verse,” “Bible Verse Mash Up” (Pack Items 22, 32)

 • Form two teams of four (or more) preteens. 

 • Lead teams to line up, single file on the tape line and facing the focal wall.

 • Explain that the first person will run to the wall, find the first word in the verse, 

pull it off, and bring it back to his team. 

 • Once the first person returns with the word, the second preteen in line will go 

to the wall and find the second word. As each team member returns, she should 

place the verse in order on the floor or on a table.

 • Once teams complete the relay, encourage them to practice saying the verse.

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • Explain that God allowed Paul to experience a very scary situation to carry out His 

purposes. Share that preteens may experience scary circumstances, but God has a 

purpose for them. Paul was confident because he knew God was with him. 

 • Share that just like God used Paul to minister to the people along his journey, 

there are people God desires for preteens to minister to as well.

 • Show the “Gumshoe Life Action” video.

 • Pray and remind the preteens to take their Activity Pages to Live It Out groups.

people Can tell others about Jesus.
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“Gospel Bag Tag Instructions” (Pack Item 33), “If We Love Like Jesus” (CD, 

track 06)

1. Explain that girls are going to make a bag tag that will help them share the 

gospel with their friends. Say: “Paul told many different people about Jesus in 

today’s Bible story. You are going to make a tool that will help you share the 

gospel with people you know.” 

2. Distribute a copy of the “Gospel Bag Tag Instructions” to each girl (Pack Item 33) 

and the supplies. Direct the girls to each make a bag tag using the instructions 

provided. Provide assistance as needed.

3. Play “If We Love Like Jesus” while girls work. 

4. Discuss possible scenarios that might occur as the result of using the bag tags.

5. Form pairs of girls. Demonstrate how to use the tag to share the gospel with 

someone. Challenge the pairs to practice sharing the gospel with each other 

while using their bag tags.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS) 
►How Would You Respond?

1. Ask the boys to identify the events in today’s story that could have caused Paul to 

be afraid. (uncertainty of what would happen when he arrived in Rome, the storm, 

the soldiers’ plan to kill the prisoners, being bitten by a poisonous snake)

2. Ask: “How did Paul respond to these situations?” (Paul trusted God and His plan.)

3. Read the following scenarios out loud. After each one, ask: “How would you 

respond? How would God desire for you to respond?”

 -Mom and Dad left you home alone. It is twenty minutes past the time when 

they said they would return.

 -A close relative suddenly comes down with an illness and is now in the hospital. 

 -You accidentally spill something on yourself at school. It’s not too bad, but it is 

pretty noticeable.

4. Remind the boys that Paul was confident that God was with him in every 

situation. Encourage the boys, explaining that they can choose how to respond 

to fearful situations.

CHOICE 1

 ›Pack Item 33–Make 1 copy 
for each girl.

 ›CD

 ›beads of the following 
colors: black (1), red (1), 
white (2), yellow (1), 
green (1)–The number in 
parentheses is the number 
needed for each kid. 

 ›glue (a crafting tacky glue 
works best but regular 
white glue will also work)

 › jute string-Cut about a two 
inch piece per preteen girl. 

CHOICE 2

 ›No advance preparation or 
supplies needed
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LIFE POINT

CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►“Reconstruct Paul’s Ship,” “The Ship’s Log Sequence of Events” (Pack Items 

34, 35)

1. Form two equally-numbered teams. Explain that the teams will be searching 

for the material evidence of Paul’s trip. Explain that one team will search for the 

sunken vessel and the other team will search for ship’s log sequence of events.

2. Choose one team to be the “dive crew” (piece rescuers) and the other team to be 

the “historians” (captain’s log timeline constructors). 

3. Explain to the “dive crew” that in order to retrieve a piece of the ship, the team 

must answer one of the review questions (page 92) correctly.

4. Ask the “dive team” a question. Allow the team to use the Bible for help if the 

team gets stumped. Once the question is answered correctly, allow one person 

to retrieve a piece of the ship. (For harder questions, allow the dive team to 

gather two pieces of the ship since there are nine pieces to retrieve but only six 

review questions.)

5. Once all the pieces are retrieved, direct the team to reconstruct the ship by 

taping the pieces together or gluing them to a piece of construction paper.

6. While the dive team is working to reconstruct the ship, explain to the historians 

that they need to discover the timeline of the events in today’s Bible story.

7. Explain that in order to retrieve a piece of the captain’s log, the team must answer 

one of the review questions (page 92) correctly. Ask the “historians” a question. 

Allow the team to look through their Bible for help if they get stumped. Once the 

question is answered correctly, allow one person to retrieve a timeline fact. (For 

harder questions, allow the historians to gather two pieces of the timeline since 

there are nine pieces to retrieve but only six review questions.)

8. Once both teams have correctly completed their task, direct the historians to 

reconstruct the log in the order the events occurred. Lead preteens to glue or 

tape the pieces to a piece of construction paper.

WRAP UP
 • Discuss with the preteens that in every situation they can be confident God is in 

control.

 • Explain that God may allow scary situations in their lives but that these situations 

allow opportunities to tell others about Jesus.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Items 34, 35–Cut 
apart the ship (Item 
34) and cut apart the 
sequence of events (Item 
35). Place the cut apart 
pieces of the ship and the 
sequence cards around the 
room.

 ›scissors, tape, glue sticks, 
two pieces of construction 
paper (any color)  
 
Teaching Tip: Make sure 
the 2 teams are separated 
as they are completing 
their portion of the 
activity. This will allow you 
to use the same review 
questions for both teams.

WRAP UP

 ›No advance preparation or 
supplies needed 
 

people Can tell others about Jesus.
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