
UNIT 3. SESSION 2 Paul Taught in Athens
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Identify one  

of the audience 

types that Paul 

preached to in this 

passage. Create a 

character card for a 

person who might 

be part of this 

audience. Fill in the 

table below the 

image to describe 

this person.

Name

Age

Gender:  
Male or Female

Financial Means: wealthy, poor, average 

Profession:  
Some examples include laborer, farmer, 

philosopher, and so forth 

Religious Nature: God-fearing Greek, 

Jew,  Follower of many gods

What did every 

audience type in 

this passage have 

in common? 

CONTEXT  CLUES
As you read through Acts 17:16-24,  

answer these context clue questions to help 

you understand the passage. 

Who is visiting Athens?

What prompted him to speak?

Where did he speak?

Who was the audience?

What were the responses of the audience?

B I B L E  S T U D I E S  F O R  L I F E  P R E T E E N S    23

UNIT VERSE
Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners.
— 1  T I M O T H Y  1 : 1 5
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PAUL TAUGHT IN ATHENS

ACTS 17:16-24

Paul was waiting in the city of Athens for his friends. As he looked around, he saw that the city was full of false idols that people had made. It made Paul sad to see the people of Athens worshiping false gods. 
On the Sabbath Paul would go to the synagogue to teach about Jesus. During the week he would walk around the marketplace and talk about Jesus to anyone who was there.
There was a group of men called philosophers. They liked to think, reason, and argue. They asked one another, “What is this show-off talking about? He seems to be preaching about foreign gods because he is telling about Jesus and the resurrection.” 
The people who heard Paul invited him to speak at the Areopagus, a place where people came to discuss important ideas. 
“Tell us more about this new teaching of yours,” they said. “What you say sounds strange to us. We want to understand what you mean.”
Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, “I see that you are very religious. As I passed through town, I saw an altar that said, TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. I want to tell you about Him! He is the one, true God who made the world and everything in it. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. He does not live in a shrine made by men’s hands.”

BIBLE VERSE: Ephesians 
5:1-2

LIFE POINT: Jesus is our 
example for how to live.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE 
Parents, today’s Bible story taught 
that Jesus is our example for how 
to live. Paul was sad when he 
saw the false gods the people of 
Athens worshiped. Paul told them 
about the one true God and His 
Son, Jesus. Paul explained how 
Jesus was the example for how 
to live.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING 
Jesus taught that He is the only 
way to God.

LIVE IT OUT 
Talk with your preteen about her 
teachers at church. Remind her 
that these people are following 
God’s command to teach others 
about Jesus. Also, tell your kid that 
her teachers are following Jesus’ 
example for how to live.

DAILY BIBLE READING 
Sunday: Ephesians 5:1-2
Monday: 1 Peter 2:21
Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 11:1
Wednesday: 1 John 2:6
Thursday: 1 Peter 4:12
Friday: Hebrews 4:15
Saturday: John 13:15
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