
UNIT 3. SESSION 2 Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd

WHO ’ S  WHO?

UNIT VERSE
Come and hear, all you who fear 
God; let me tell you what he has 

done for me.
— P S A L M  6 6 : 1 6
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Gentiles: Anybody who 

is not a Jew is a Gentile. Many 

Jews had as little contact with 

Gentiles as they could manage.

Jews from Asia: 

These were Jews, probably from 

Ephesus in modern-day Turkey. 

The Ephesus Jews had huge 

conflicts with Paul. 

Roman Citizen: Not 

everyone who lived under the 

Romans was a citizen. Some 

people were born as citizens, 

but some, like the commander, 

bought citizenship. Citizens had 

much greater 

rights than 

non-citizens.

U NWELCOM E N EWS

Much of the message of the Bible makes us immediately happy. 

Who wouldn’t be pleased to learn that “God so loved the world”? 

Maybe that’s why we call it the “good news.” But other news in the 

Bible’s pages does not seem so positive. Read the verses below and 

write a newspaper headline introducing this “unwelcome news.”

Ephesians 4:
29 

Philippians 2:14

Romans 13:1

Ephesians 6:2

Colossians 3:9
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THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE 
Parents, in today’s Bible story Paul preached to an angry crowd on the temple steps. The people 
were angry because Paul was telling them something they did not want to hear. Have you ever 
heard a message you did not want? Sometime you may hear one of those messages from God.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING  

All Christians are called to be 
on mission with God.

LIVE IT OUT 
Have you ever heard a message you 
did not like? Does your preteen ever 
hear a message from you he does not 
like? Just as a parent disciplines his 
child, so God disciplines His children. 
Help your tween understand that 
the Bible is God’s guide for living and 
following Jesus, even when we hear 
something we do not like.

DAILY BIBLE READING 
Sunday: Ephesians 4:15
Monday: Mark 16:15
Tuesday: Psalm 32:11
Wednesday: Psalm 147:3
Thursday: Proverbs 1:7
Friday: Isaiah 57:18
Saturday: Psalm 34:19

PAUL PREACHED TO AN ANGRY CROWD
ACTS 21:27–22:29

BIBLE VERSE: Ephesians 4:15

LIFE POINT: Sometimes people have to hear a message from God they do not like.

Paul met with leaders of the Jerusalem church and had gone to the temple. While he was there, some Jews from Asia grabbed him and cried: “This is the man who teaches against the people and the law!”The people dragged Paul out of the temple and began to beat him. The commander of the Roman army had to bring soldiers to carry Paul away. Paul asked for permission to speak. He began to speak in their language.Paul told them he was a Jew from Cilicia. He said, “Brothers, I imprisoned those who followed Christ. One day, I heard a voice and saw a great light from heaven. The voice asked, ‘Why are you persecuting Me? I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ I was blinded by the light and led into Damascus. There I met Ananias, who by God, gave me back my sight. I returned to Jerusalem, but God told me to leave because I would not be accepted there. I had imprisoned and beaten those who believed in God. So God sent me to the Gentiles.”
The crowd shouted for Paul to be killed. When the commander realized that Paul was a Roman citizen, the 

people left him alone.

PRETEENS

TAKE 
IT FURTHER 

Check out the “Paul 
Preached to an Angry Crowd” 
section of the Bible Studies For 

Life: Kids Family App.
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