
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
News outlets often report instances of mob violence around the world. Riots are 

ignited by all kinds of issues that anger people such as political, labor, or even 

religious strife. The Book of Acts records several outbursts aimed at the early Christian 

movement. Wherever the apostles went, trouble followed. The message they were 

preaching was considered dangerous by some.

One such encounter occurred when Paul returned to Jerusalem. Some Jews from 

Asia (Turkey) recognized him and accused him of profaning the temple by bringing 

Gentiles into the inner court. The mob reacted and sought to kill him, so a detail of 

Roman soldiers was sent to put an end to the disturbance. The crowd blamed it on 

Paul, so he was taken into custody. For some reason the commander thought he was 

an Egyptian rebel, but Paul corrected him and asked to address the crowd.

Paul then stood and spoke to them in Hebrew. He told them the story of his life as 

a Jewish Pharisee, how he had persecuted the Christians, and his dramatic encounter 

with the risen Jesus on the Damascus Road. This only made the crowd angrier, so the 

Romans decided to whip Paul to find out what he did to incite them. Paul, however, 

invoked his rights as a Roman citizen which prohibited them from punishing him 

without a trial. For that reason, the officials decided to release him.

Why do you think some crowds gather peaceably but turn violent?  �����������
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Was Paul right to invoke his Roman citizenship? Why?  ���������������������
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NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL PREACHED
TO AN ANGRY CROWD

LIFE POINT: sometimes PeoPle have to hear a messaGe from God they do not like.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of August 13

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
All Christians are called to be 
on mission with God.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 21:27–22:29

 
CO
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WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Speaking the truth in love, 
we will grow to become in 
every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, 
that is, Christ. Ephesians 4:15

UNIT VERSE
Come and hear, all you who 
fear God; let me tell you what 
he has done for me. 
Psalm 66:16

For additional helps and a 
social media plan to keep 
parents in the loop, check 
out biblestudiesforlife.com/
kidshelps.
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 ›Pack Item 27

 › index cards—Write the 
following on separate 
cards: 1 Corinthians,  
2 Corinthians, 
1 Thessalonians,  
2 Thessalonians, 
Philippians, Ephesians, 
1 Timothy, 2 Timothy. 
Option: “Paul’s Books” (CD)

 ›yarn, tape, scissors

 ›Bibles—Make sure each 
preteen has one.

 ›DVD

 ›dry erase board and 
markers, calculator

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Paul’s Journey Map” (Pack Item 27)

1. Point out the missionary journey map the class created the previous week. 

Remind them that Paul made several missionary journeys.

2. Explain that Paul wrote 13 of the 27 books in the New Testament. Point out 

that most of those books were written to churches, while some were written to 

individuals.

3. Challenge the group to locate the New Testament books that Paul wrote to 

churches from his second missionary journey. When they identify one, give them 

a “Paul’s Books” card and direct them to attach it to the map, connecting the 

label to the city pin with a length of yarn.

4. Once each of the books are identified, point out that you have labels for 1 and 

2 Timothy. Ask: “Where was Timothy’s home located?” Enlist a volunteer to read 

Acts 16:1 and then allow preteens to answer. (Lystra)

5. Explain that Paul wrote to Timothy when Timothy was serving the church at 

Ephesus.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Can You Work the Problem?

1. Invite the group to share some activities they can only do in a distraction-free 

setting. Share something that you cannot do when there is noise around you.

2. Instruct preteens to raise a hand if they are good at math.

3. Select one of the math experts to use the dry erase board to perform some 

multiplication problems, starting with simple and increasing the difficulty. Begin 

with single digit facts, such as 9 x 8, and increasing the level of difficulty by 

adding multi-digits in the equations. For example: 93 x 8; 93 x 82, 936 x 82, 936 x 

827. Continue adding digits to either side of the equation as time allows. 

4. Encourage the remaining group members to attempt to distract the expert by 

blurting out various numbers or giving advice.

5. When the expert has arrived at a solution, check his work.

6. Explain that sometimes things that seem easy can become difficult when we 

have confusion and distractions around us. That is what Paul faces in today’s 

lesson.

7. Show the “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd: Introduction” video. 
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 ›Pack Items 23, 24, 25, 29

 ›Activity Pages

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›DVD

 ›yarn, tape  

 ›2 pool noodles—Cut each 
piece into 1 1/2-inch pieces. 
Write each word of the 
Unit Verse on separate 
pieces. Make 2 sets.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“Following God’s Plan Title Banner” (Pack Item 23)

 • Appoint a volunteer and begin praising his good qualities.

 • After saying several positive things about this person, very dramatically say, 

“But . . .”

 • Ask the volunteer: “Do you really want me to continue?” Agree that most of the 

time we like to hear some messages, while other messages are hard to welcome.

 • Explain that unlike the Bible story last week—when Paul received a fairly polite 

response in Athens—we will see Paul receiving a more hostile reaction in today’s 

story.

 • Point out the title banner and ask: “What do you think we are going to learn today 

about following God’s plan?”

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►“Riot Gear” (Pack Item 29), “Who’s Who?” (Activity Pages)

 • Direct preteens to locate Acts 21:27 in their Bibles. Set the scene by explaining 

that Paul had returned from his third missionary journey and was now in the 

temple in Jerusalem.

 • Attach the four “people” cards from Pack Item 29 on the wall to form a two-foot 

square.

 • Distribute the remaining “event” cards to preteens. Read Acts 21:27-40 aloud 

as preteens listen, paying attention to where their “event” fits within the story. 

Direct preteens to place the event cards in chronological order, forming a vertical 

line down the middle of the square. 

 • Read Acts 22:1-29 aloud as preteens listen. Once the text has been read, direct 

preteens to sequence the remaining cards. The small letters on the cards should 

appear in this order: z, x, v, t, r, p, b, d, f, g, l, o.

 • Assist the group in using yarn to connect each “event” card with the “people” 

card to whom it applies. (Example: Connect the “Tried to kill Paul” to the “Whole 

Crowd” card.)

 • Talk through the results to ensure that the event cards are in the correct order and 

connected to the correct person or group.

 • When you reach Paul’s testimony, briefly summarize that event, but do not spend 

too much time there.

 • Ask: “What, if anything, do you think Paul did wrong in this story?”
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OPTION: Memorize 
the Weekly Bible Verse: 
Ephesians 4:15.

REVIEW CHALLENGE
►“Riot Gear” (Pack Item 29), Teaching Picture 11

 • Point to the “Jews of Asia” card. Challenge preteens to describe what this group 

did during today’s story.

 • Repeat, following the same process with each “people” card. 

 • Finish the review by briefly discussing Paul’s actions and possible feelings 

based on today’s story. Show Teaching Picture 11 and ask preteens to notice the 

expressions of the people.

 • Agree that Paul might have been hurt, frightened, or offended by the actions of 

those around him; however, he did not allow that to keep him from delivering the 

message God called him to share.

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“Psalm 66:16 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 24)

 • Display the Unit Verse poster, and ask preteens to say the verse in unison.

 • Lay the mixed up pool noodles on a table. Form 2 teams.

 • Explain that when you say, “Go!” teams will race to see which team can put the 

verse in the correct order. Challenge teams to put the pool noodles in order in a 

straight line, in pyramid form, and so forth.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
►“Unit 3 Missions Map” (Pack Item 25)

 • Display the map of Peru. Remind kids that Jackson Barger, who is a missionary in 

Lima, doesn’t let his age stop him from talking about his faith in Jesus. 

 • Invite volunteers to pray, asking God to help them tell Jesus’ story in a way that 

makes people want to know more about Him. 

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • Encourage preteens to take a moment to consider the messages God might have 

for them but ones they would prefer not to hear. 

 • Show “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd: Life Action” video.

 • Read Ephesians 4:15 aloud. Remind preteens that the first person they should 

“speak the truth in love” to is themselves.

 • Lead the group in a prayer, asking God to open preteens’ hearts, eyes, and minds 

to hear the important messages that will help them grow closer to God. 

 • Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups. 

sometimes PeoPle have to hear a messaGe from God they do not like.LIFE POINT
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 LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“Unrealistic Expectations” (Pack Item 30), “Unwelcome News” (Activity Page)

1. Form two equal groups and call them group A and group B.

2. Distribute one purple card to each member of group A and one red card to each 

member of group B. If you have an odd number, allow one group of three (but 

only two cards).

3. Pair girls so that each member of group A is paired with someone from group B.

4. Direct pairs to read their combined cards, the red card and then the purple card. 

Guide pairs to create a pantomime demonstrating a specific example of the 

authority figure and expectation.

5. Allow pairs to present their pantomimes. Challenge the rest of the group to guess 

the situation and discuss what God’s Word would have to say in this situation. 

6. Guide girls to complete “Unwelcome News” on the Activity Page. If time allows, 

allow girls to share their creations. Discuss specific examples of when these 

expectations from God’s Word might seem very unwelcome in their lives.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►Overreaction Time, “Unwelcome News” (Activity Page)

1. Remind boys of the situation in which Paul found himself in today’s story. Ask:

 -Why were some angry with Paul? (He had been preaching about Jesus.)

 -What made the crowd listen attentively to him? (He spoke Hebrew.)

 -What made them angry again? (He mentioned preaching to the Gentiles.)

 -Did the Roman soldiers overreact? (Yes, they had no reason to beat Paul and yet 

were frightened when they learned Paul was a Roman citizen.)

2. Distribute the index cards, two per boy. Direct boys to write an example of actual 

good news they have received on one card and unwelcome news on the other. 

3. Collect the cards. Arrange the boys in a circle around you. 

4. Explain that you will read one card at a time. Direct them to react silently but with 

a great deal of action to each piece of news. Emphasize that they should continue 

until you say, “Freeze!”

5. Read through the cards, calling out “Freeze!” after each. Pause to question any 

unusual reactions as you feel the need.

6. Instruct volunteers to locate and read the Scriptures from “Unwelcome News” on 

the Activity Page.

7. Allow boys to react to each Scripture. Discuss why God would have such 

expectations for us.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Pack Item 30

 ›Activity Pages 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Activity Pages 

 › index cards
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CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►“Unwelcome News” (Activity Page)

1. Remind preteens that Paul shared a message about Jesus even when the people 

were not willing to listen.

2. Distribute index cards to preteens. Guide them to write a description on each 

card of a person with whom it might be difficult to share the story of Jesus.

3. Collect the cards, and guide preteens to form pairs. 

4. Redistribute the cards, making sure each preteen gets one. Instruct pairs to role-

play sharing the message of Jesus with the person written on the cards. 

5. When preteens have completed their role-plays, guide them to form groups 

of four to six preteens and debrief. Ask the following questions while preteens 

discuss within their groups:

 -Who were you sharing Jesus with?

 -What made it hard to share Jesus with that person?

 -Why is it important to tell about Jesus even in difficult situations?

6. Guide preteens to complete “Unwelcome News” on the Activity Pages.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd: Wrap Up” video for the session.

 • Emphasize to preteens that we are to be on mission with God, sharing the 

message of God with others even when it is difficult.

 • Tell preteens there is a “Bible Activity: Word Pit” Take-Home Card. Challenge them 

to complete the card during the upcoming week.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Activity Pages 

 › index cards

WRAP UP

 ›DVD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Tip: Need a 
large-group worship 
option? Learn more about 
Bible Studies For Life: Kids 
Worship at www.lifeway.
com/biblestudiesforlife/
kids.

LIFE POINT sometimes PeoPle have to hear a messaGe from God they do not like.
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