
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
What is the most prestigious institution of higher learning in the world? Oxford? 

Cambridge? Harvard? Yale? People who graduate from those schools are usually 

highly regarded in their fields of study. The Roman empire’s intellectual and “religious” 

center was the city of Athens, Greece. 

Into that academic and spiritual environment ventured our hero Paul. Paul was 

no intellectual slouch. He had studied under the renowned Rabbi Gamaliel. He knew 

about the mythological Greek gods, so when he entered Athens he recognized the 

idols that filled the city. Paul boldly interacted with the Greeks in the marketplace.

Apparently, some Greek philosophers were interested in Paul’s new ideas. They 

invited him to the Areopagus to explain his ideas in more detail. (Take note of Luke’s 

sarcastic comment in Acts 17:21.) Paul commended their religiosity and commented 

on the deity enshrined as “An Unknown God.” He told them that the one true God had 

created the world and everything in it. God created everyone in the world from one 

original man. Now they needed to repent of their ignorance and embrace the true 

Creator and His Son, Jesus, who was raised from the dead.

Paul’s evangelism in Athens provoked various responses. Some scoffed, some 

wanted to hear more, and some believed. 

Why was Paul so disturbed by the many idols in Athens?  �������������������
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Can pagan idols be seen in America today? Where? �����������������������
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What responses can we expect to our evangelistic efforts?  �����������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL TAUGHT
IN ATHENS

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to teach others about Jesus.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of August 6

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
All Christians are called to be 
on mission with God.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 17:16-34
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UNIT VERSE
Come and hear, all you who 
fear God; let me tell you what 
he has done for me.  
Psalm 66:16

Connect with the Bible 
Studies For Life: Kids team 
on Facebook! facebook.com/
biblestudiesforlifekids.
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 ›Pack Items 26, 27—Attach 
the “Paul’s Journey Place 
Names” to straight pins to 
form flags. These items will 
also be used later in the 
session.

 ›Bibles, Bible atlas or maps

 ›straight pins, yarn

 ›DVD

 › index cards—Write the 
following on separate 
cards: an open Bible, a 
sailboat, a bell, a bicycle, a 
guitar, a school, a pencil, a 
computer, an airplane. 
Option: “Whatizit? 
Objects” (CD)

 ›paper, pens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Tip: Kids with 
special needs may benefit 
from a “Visual Schedule” 
(CD).

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Paul’s Journey Place Names,” “Paul’s Journey Map” (Pack Items 26, 27)

1. Explain to the group that the apostle Paul took several long missionary journeys, 

and that today’s lesson comes from the second of those journeys.

2. Display the “Paul’s Journey Map.”

3. Direct preteens to use their Bibles and Bible atlas or maps to place the flags in 

their proper spots on the map. (Note: There are two places named Antioch and 

Caesarea in the Bible.) 

4. When all the flags are in place, allow the group to connect them with yarn to 

show a rough course Paul might have followed on his journey.

5. Display the map for use later in the session.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►“Whatizit?” Objects

1. Distribute paper and pens to preteens.

2. Guide a volunteer to choose one of the “Whatizit? Objects,” and lead the group in 

drawing the object that can be used to help teach others.

3. Emphasize that the volunteer can only describe the shapes that should be drawn. 

No comments can be made that would identify the use or name of the object. 

For example, if the object were a car the volunteer could speak of circles but not 

wheels or tires.

4. Once a preteen identifies what he is drawing, admire the results, select a new 

volunteer, and repeat the process.

5. As time draws to an end, explain that in today’s lesson we will be looking at 

events that took place during one of the earliest missionary journeys of the 

Christian church. 

6. Suggest that while God does not want us to teach others using the tools or 

transportation that Paul used, He does still want us to teach others about Jesus.

7. Play the “Paul Taught in Athens: Introduction” video for the session.
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 ›Pack Items 23, 24, 26, 27—
Attach Pack Items 26 and 
27 to a focal wall.

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›Activity Pages

 ›DVD

 ›tape, index cards

 ›dry erase board and 
marker—Write the 
following on the board: To 
an unknown God.

 ›heavyweight paper—
Write the following 
words on separate pieces 
of paper: Marketplace, 
Areopagus, and City 
of Athens. Hang these 
location signs in different 
areas of the room.  
 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“Following God’s Plan Title Banner” (Pack Item 23)

 • Direct preteens’ attention to the title banner. Share that today kids will learn what 

motivated the apostle Paul to follow God’s plan and tell people about Jesus.

 • Direct their attention to the dry erase board. Enlist a volunteer to read the phrase 

aloud. Explain that Paul wanted to make God known to those he was teaching so 

that they wouldn’t continue to live in ignorance.

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►“Paul’s Journey Place Names,” “Paul’s Journey Map,” (Pack Items 26, 27), “Into 

the Unknown,” “Did You Know?” (Activity Pages) 

 • Direct preteens’ attention to the map, and request that a volunteer locate the city 

of Athens. Direct preteens to open their Bibles to Acts 17.

 • Direct preteens’ attention to “Into the Unknown” on the Activity Page. 

 • Move the group to the “Marketplace” sign. Allow a volunteer to read Acts 17:16-

21 aloud. 

 • Instruct the group to answer the first three questions on the Activity Page. Discuss 

their answers. As needed, point out the relevant definitions in “Did You Know?”

 • Move to the “Areopagus” sign, reviewing the definition on the Activity Page. 

Enlist another volunteer to read Acts 17:22-25. Guide preteens to answer and 

discuss the next three questions from “Into the Unknown.”

 • Explain that in the previous verses, Paul had just gotten started speaking to the 

Athenians. Invite a strong reader to share Acts 17:24-31. 

 • Read verse 31 aloud once again. Ask: “Who has God appointed to judge the 

world?” Point out that Paul was pointing the Athenians toward the one true God.

 • Guide the group to move to the “City of Athens” sign, and guide a volunteer to 

read Acts 17:32-34. Guide the group to answer the last three questions on the 

Activity Page.

 • Emphasize that in Athens, just as throughout his life, Paul always looked for ways 

to tell people about Jesus.

REVIEW CHALLENGE
►Teaching Picture 10

 • Display the Teaching Picture. Move the group back to the “Marketplace” sign. 

Ask: “What did Paul see in Athens that upset him?” Allow preteens to answer, and 

emphasize that idols representing false gods were the biggest problem.
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 • Step to the “Areopagus” sign. Ask: “Did Paul just declare that the Athenians were 

wrong? Explain.” Listen to answers but focus on Paul’s proclamation of Jesus.

 • Move to the “City of Athens” sign to ask: “How did the Athenians respond to Paul’s 

speech?” Emphasize that even though many people may laugh at the gospel, 

some will believe.

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“Psalm 66:16 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 24)

 • Arrange the group in a half circle so that everyone can see the “Psalm 66:16 Unit 

Verse” poster. Invite preteens to say the verse together a few times.

 • Instruct the group to turn around, with their backs to the poster. Enlist a volunteer 

to stand in front of the group so that only she can see the poster. 

 • Challenge the volunteer to “read” the verse, mouthing the words and gesturing 

very clearly so everyone can read her lips. Allow others to take turns mouthing 

the words, then invite the rest of the group to repeat the verse aloud.

 • Emphasize to the group that God calls us to not just learn about Him but to share 

what we learn with other people. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Ask: “How can your hobbies or favorite activities provide an opportunity for you 

to tell others about Jesus?” 

 • Show the video “Skatepark Sharing” (DVD).

 • Give each preteen an index card. Instruct them to write Jackson Barger on 

the card. Tell preteens to take the card home and place it on the mirror in the 

bathroom. When tweens see the card, encourage them to pray for the Bargers 

and their ministry in Lima. 

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
►“Paul’s Journey Map” (Pack Item 27)

 • Remind preteens that Paul went out of his way to teach others about Jesus.

 • Direct preteens’ attention to the map. Point out that Paul traveled hundreds of 

miles into different countries with different languages and customs. Encourage 

preteens to go out of their way to find opportunities to tell others about Jesus.

 • Show the “Paul Taught in Athens: Life Action” video for the session.

 • Pray, asking God to provide opportunities for each person in the group to teach 

other people about Jesus. Dismiss preteens to their Live It Out groups. 

God wants PeoPle to teach others about Jesus.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“First Things First” (Activity Page)

1. Direct girls to locate “First Things First” on the Activity Page and instruct them to 

complete the activity.

2. Discuss any differences of opinion in the ranking of the events in Jesus’ life. 

3. Encourage girls to name some other events in Jesus’ life. If they struggle to 

recall any, suggest one or more yourself. Invite them to explain where that event 

should be placed in the order they have created.

4. Emphasize that Paul traveled to many different places sharing about Jesus. Ask: 

“Do you think Paul spent more time on the most important facts of Jesus’ life?”

5. Suggest that Christians today should share the most important facts about Jesus 

with other people.

►Story Cloth

1. Explain that some missionaries teach people who cannot read about Jesus, and 

they use a “story cloth” with different images from Bible stories.

2. Give each of the girls a square of cloth and access to markers. 

3. Assign a different story from Jesus’ life to each of the girls. Assist them in 

representing that story on their cloth. If you have more than eight girls, consider 

creating two separate cloths.

4. Attach the completed pictures onto the larger cloth with hot glue.

5. Review the completed story cloth.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►Set the Message, “First Things First” (Activity Pages)

1. Direct boys to locate “First Things First” on the Activity Page and instruct them to 

complete the activity.

2. Ask boys to select three things Jesus did that everybody ought to hear about. 

Allow them to add an event if they feel that something essential is missing.

3. After they select their three, repeat them back as a single sentence. For example: 

“Jesus was crucified, died for our sins, and rose again.”

►“You Talking to Me?” (Pack Item 28)

1. Explain that the message might be the same for everybody, but that different 

people will be best reached in different ways.

2. Distribute the “You Talking to Me?” cards. Ask each boy to explain how he could 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›2 yards of muslin fabric (or 
another inexpensive, solid-
color fabric)—Cut 1 yard 
into 8 squares, reserving 
the remaining yard for the 
final project.

 ›colored markers, hot glue 
gun

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 28

 ›Activity Pages 
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share the essentials about Jesus with this particular audience.

3. Discuss their answers. Be careful not to be too critical of their ideas. The purpose 

is to get them thinking about sharing Jesus with others.

4. Challenge boys to think of one person they can share the story of Jesus with this 

week and challenge them to do it.

CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►Subject Study

1. Place the prepared paper in the middle of a table.

2. Lead a discussion to list important facts about Jesus. Direct tweens to write them 

on the paper.

3. Encourage them to make a mind map as they participate in the discussion. 

(Example: If the word miracles is written on the paper, draw lines around the 

word to name specific miracles Jesus performed.)

4. Emphasize that everyone should hear about the sort of person Jesus was and 

what He did.

►Object Study

1. Form the group into pairs. If you have an odd number, create one group of three.

2. Distribute the small objects, one per pair.

3. Challenge preteens to complete this statement: “Jesus is like a            

because               .” Tell them to fill in the first blank with the object they 

chose.

4. Use the paper clip to show an example. “Jesus is like a paper clip, because He can 

hold everything together if we let Him.”

5. Listen to and discuss the ideas that pairs create.

6. Emphasize that these statements need not be complete or perfect theological 

statements, but they should provide a way to get someone thinking about Jesus.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Paul Taught in Athens: Wrap Up” video. Remind preteens that it is hard 

to teach others about Jesus if we do not spend time getting to know Him.

 • Challenge the class to share about Jesus with somebody in the next 24 hours.

 • Show preteens the “Bible Trivia: Paul’s Letters” Take-Home Card. Encourage them 

to answer the questions on the card.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 

 ›assorted small objects, 
paper clip, markers 

 › large sheet of paper—
Write Jesus in the middle 
of the paper. 

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to teach others about Jesus.
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