
LIFE POINT
God wants people 

to love Him.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

The phrase “The devil is in the details” refers to unseen events or distractions 
that could cause problems. The origin of the phrase is not clear. It seems that 
the phrase comes from a German proverb, which correctly translated means 
“God is in the detail.” 

In building the tabernacle the one true God was above the details. 
He gave specific instructions and orchestrated every hammer swing and 
threaded needle. Nothing was glossed over. Nothing was unknown by 
omniscient God. He is above all things, and He is aware of the details so 
much so that He knows the number of hairs on our heads. 

God had a plan for how the people were to worship Him in the tent of 
God that predated the temple of God. Before people built houses of worship 
and churches on footers, the people worshiped God in a movable tent. 
When God gave Moses directions on how to construct a place of worship, 
God issued an invitation to people who had hearts willing to give offerings to 
Him. He extended the invitation to those who worked with their hands to use 
their skills for Him. The people RSVP’d with enthusiasm! In fact, Moses had 
to tell the people to stop giving because their gifts were more than enough 
for the skilled artisans to do the work! 

When Moses inspected the tabernacle, he found that they had done 
everything as God had commanded. In preparation to worship God in the 
tabernacle, He had led them to worship Him through the process. The 
people worshiped God with their gifts, their labor, and their obedience. God 
is above the details, and He knows best. He is worthy of our worship, and 
just as He is constantly with us, we can constantly worship Him anytime, 
anywhere. 

Where do you feel closest to God? Is it usually in a building dedicated to 
worship? Do you like to worship God outdoors? When you are aware of His 
presence, how do you respond?

THE TABERNACLE WAS BUILT 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God tells me to sing and 
pray to Him.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Exodus 35:4-35; 36;  
39:32-43

WEEKLY VERSE
Praise God for He is good. 
Psalm 135:3

UNIT VERSE
We will tell about the 
mighty things God has 
done. Psalm 145:4

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
January 26
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 › Pack Items 14, 28, 33: 
“Weekly Verses,” “God 
Loves Us Matching 
Cards” (one of each 
image), “Tabernacle”

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Printables: “Wave-a-
Ribbon Cards,” “Unit 
Verses”

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, electronic tablet 
or Bible dictionary, 
streamers or strips of 
ribbon

 › Place the Weekly and 
Unit Verse markers 
in the Bible. Locate 
pictures of the 
tabernacle on a tablet or 
in a Bible dictionary.

THE TABERNACLE WAS BUILT 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing and praise. Give each child a streamer. Show a ribbon card and 
practice waving ribbons. Play “Let Me Tell You Something About God’s 
Love” and lead preschoolers to move the ribbons as indicated with the 
music. Switch cards and movements often as you sing and move.
 ʹ Introduce the Bible story. Show each of the God Loves Us cards and 
ask preschoolers to decide if the children on the cards are showing 
that they love God. Comment that God wants people to praise Him. Say 
that in today’s Bible story, God told Moses to build a place where the 
Israelites could worship Him.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Ask children to listen closely to hear what God 
called the place where the Israelites would worship Him. Open the Bible 
to Exodus 35 and tell the story.

THE TABERNACLE WAS BUILT
—Based on Exodus 35:4-35; 36; 39:32-43

God spoke to Moses. “I want you to build a tabernacle where My 
people can worship Me,” God said. “Take an offering from all the 
people. Tell them what to bring to build the tabernacle.”

Moses told the people to bring offerings to build the tabernacle. 
The people listened to Moses. Some people brought gold jewelry and 
gemstones. Some people brought red, blue, and purple yarn; fine 
linen; and animal skins. Other people brought wood, oil, and spices.

Men began to work on the things for the tabernacle. The people 
continued to bring offerings. The workers said to Moses, “The people 
are bringing too much. We have enough for the tabernacle.” Moses 
told the people to stop bringing offerings.

The workers followed God’s plan to build the tabernacle. They built 
the tent and curtains and furniture and poles. They made everything 
God said to build.

The workers used everything the people brought for an offering. 
Moses looked at everything the workers had made. They had made it 
just as God had said. The people had a place to worship God.

 ʹ Think about the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture, the tabernacle 
poster, and other tabernacle pictures. Point out various parts of the 
tabernacle. Comment that the people gave an offering and collected 
everything they needed to build the tabernacle.
 ʹ Say the Bible Verses. Open the Bible and read the Weekly Verse. Say 
the verse together. Suggest boys and girls praise God by singing “Great 
and Mighty Things.” Turn to Psalm 145:4 and read the Unit Verse. Ask a 
child to recall some of the wonderful things God has done.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “The Tabernacle Was Built” video. Invite a volunteer to 
pray. Close the prayer, telling God how much we love Him. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Ziplock bags, cotton 
balls, extracts and 
scented oils (almond, 
peppermint, vanilla)

 › Pack Item 32: “Kinetic 
Pictures”

 › Bible, toy tool kit 
(especially hammers), 
foam blocks, golf tees, 
ruler

 › Pack Item 28: “God 
Loves Us Matching 
Cards”

 › Gift bag

 › Pack Items 26, 33: 
“Moses Figures,” 
“Tabernacle”

 › Bible, box, cloth pieces 
and yarn (red, blue, and 
purple), craft sticks, 
metallic markers or 
crayons, faux fur and 
jewels, tacky glue, glue 
sticks, blocks, tape

MATCH FRAGRANCES
Place cotton balls in ziplock bags. Add a few drops of fragrance and seal 
closed. Make two bags of each scent. Poke a few holes in each bag. Post 
the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Help each child complete the Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Point to the picture of the tabernacle and remark that the people gave 
oils and spices to be used to worship God. Say that God wanted the 
people to love Him. They burned oils that smelled good. Burning the oils 
is a way they showed love to God and worshiped Him.
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to smell the scents and find two bags that smell the 
same. Continue smelling until all pairs are discovered. (Nature)

USE TOOLS
Mark the Bible Verse with a ruler. 

 ʹ Look at the Kinetic Picture. Remark that the Israelites worked hard to 
build the tabernacle. Say they built it because God wanted them to have 
a place where they could show that they loved Him and worship Him.
 ʹ Play out building. Pretend to saw wood and use a screwdriver. Show a 
child how to hammer a tee into the foam blocks. 
 ʹ Open the Bible and read the verse. Tell boys and girls that the people 
praised God because He is good.
 ʹ Tell ways people at your church show love to God. (Dramatic Play)

MATCH CARDS
Lay the cards facedown on a table or the floor.

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to take turns flipping over pairs of cards to find 
matches. When matches are found, drop them in the gift bag. 
 ʹ Look at the pictures on the cards. Identify what the children are doing in 
each picture.
 ʹ Say that God wants people to love Him. Identify ways that people show 
love to God and worship God. Mention that God tells us to sing and pray 
to Him. Those are ways to worship and show love to God.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Mention that the people showed love to God 
and worshiped God in the tabernacle. (Puzzles) 

DECORATE A TABERNACLE
Attach figures to blocks with tape.

 ʹ Look at the tabernacle poster. Suggest boys and girls work together to 
attach the materials to the box to decorate a tabernacle.
 ʹ Draw on the box with metallic markers. Help a child use the glue to 
attach materials to the box. Talk about the different colors the people 
used to build the tabernacle.
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LIFE POINT God wants people to love Him.

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Music

 › Bible, paper plates, 
chenille stems, large 
jingle bells, hole punch, 
washable markers, 
stickers, colored tape, 
scissors

 › Pack Item 29: “Book: 
Moses Learned About 
God”

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions” 

 › Books about God

 › Printables: “The 
Tabernacle Was Built” 
Coloring Page

 › Crayons, paper

 ʹ Arrange blocks around the tabernacle. Set up the Moses and people 
figures. Play out the people worshiping God.
 ʹ Ask a child to open the Bible to its center and find Psalm 135:3. Read the 
verse and ask preschoolers to repeat it.
 ʹ Remind children that God wants people to love Him. Say that one way 
people at church show love is by singing and praying to God. (Blocks)

MAKE A TAMBOURINE
Place the marker in the Bible at today’s verse. Fold plates in half and punch 
holes around the edge of the semicircle. Print the verse on the plate. Cut 
chenille stems in half. 

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story and look at the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Say that God tells people to sing and pray to Him. Remark that the 
Israelites built the tabernacle and worshiped God there and we can 
worship Him today.
 ʹ Help a child thread a chenille stem through a bell around the edge of the 
plate. Twist together to secure. 
 ʹ Invite children to decorate their tambourines.
 ʹ Play “God Is Good.” Shake tambourines to a steady beat and sing.
 ʹ Open the Bible to the verse and read it. Thank children for praising God 
with music. (Art)

READ BOOKS AND REVIEW
 ʹ Read Moses Learned About God and recall previous weeks’ Bible 
stories. Point to Moses in the pictures and tell about how powerful and 
loving God is.
 ʹ Read other books and ask a child to tell about some of the mighty things 
God has done. Say that people everywhere need to hear about God and 
His power and love. They need to hear about God’s Son, Jesus. 
 ʹ Look at the missions pictures. Tell children that the Songhai people in 
Niger need to learn about God and how to worship Him. (Books) 

MAKE WORSHIP PICTURES
 ʹ Color the tabernacle picture and mention some of the things that 
happened to Moses and the people before the tabernacle was built.
 ʹ Talk about today’s Bible story. Say that God wants people to show love 
to Him. Moses and the people showed love to God in the tabernacle.
 ʹ Talk about ways people in your church show love to God and worship 
Him. Suggest children draw pictures of people at your church 
worshiping God.  

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Lead children to clean up. Thank boys and girls for working together.
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