
LIFE POINT
People show love 

to God by praying 
(talking) to Him.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Praying is “communicating with God.” God wants to hear from us, but He also 
wants us to hear Him. Scripture tells extraordinary ways God spoke to His 
people—from Moses hearing from a burning bush to angels speaking to Mary 
and Joseph. God loves us, and He wants to be in relationship with us. He 
loves us so much that He sent Jesus, who came so that anyone who believes 
could have a relationship with a holy God.

Before Jesus came, people had to rely on priests and sacrifices to be 
forgiven of sins that broke their relationships with God. One such family was 
that of Hannah, who was childless. Hannah was desperate. She had neither 
the present joy of being a mother nor the future security of being taken care 
of in her old age. Even worse, the other wife of her husband had children 
and taunted her. Still, her husband loved her. He was a devout Jew who 
took his family on annual pilgrimages to Shiloh to offer sacrifices to the Lord. 
Deeply hurt, Hannah mouthed a prayer, asking God to give her a son and 
vowing to give her son back to the Lord to serve Him. When Eli, the priest, 
saw her mouth moving but did not hear her words, he accused her of being 
drunk. Hannah explained that she had been praying, silently pouring her 
heart out to God.

Without knowing what Hannah had prayed for, Eli gave her hope that 
God might grant her request. Hannah was renewed, not because she was 
pregnant but because she had poured out her heart to God and trusted 
Him. Soon, Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son, Samuel. At 
the appropriate time, she kept her promise to God and took Samuel to Eli to 
serve the Lord. Samuel became an influential leader, answering God’s call 
to serve Him and anointing the first king of Israel—all this after a mother’s 
honest, heartfelt prayer.

As you pray, how can you be more honest with yourself and with God? 
How are you listening to Him? Whether God’s answer is yes, no, or wait, how 
can you be content? Knowing that God’s ways are always right, you can trust 
and depend on Him.

HANNAH PRAYED

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God loves for me to pray.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
1 Samuel 1

WEEKLY VERSE
God hears me when I pray. 
Psalm 66:19

UNIT VERSE
Love God with all your 
heart. Deuteronomy 6:5

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
February 9
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 › Pack Items 14, 34, 36, 
38, 40: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit 3 Poster,” “Women 
of the Bible Wheel,” 
“Bible Story Review 
Cube,” “Unit 3 Mobile” 

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, rhythm sticks (2 
per child), tape

 › Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in a Bible. 
Assemble the Bible Story 
Review Cube according 
to instructions.

HANNAH PRAYED
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Play instruments and sing. Distribute rhythm sticks. Play and sing “Love 
God with All Your Heart.” Invite preschoolers to tap their sticks together 
as they sing. When the song is complete, tap a steady beat and say the 
Unit Verse, leading children to repeat it one word at a time.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display the Women of the Bible Wheel showing 
Hannah’s picture. Say that Hannah was a woman who loved God very 
much. She showed love to Him by praying. Ask children what it means to 
pray. Comment that praying is talking (and listening) to God. Open your 
Bible to 1 Samuel 1. Display the Bible Wheel as you tell the Bible story in 
your own words.

HANNAH PRAYED
—Based on 1 Samuel 1

Hannah was very sad. She wanted a child very much.
Hannah and her husband, Elkanah, had gone to the tabernacle 

(tent church) to worship God. Hannah prayed and cried as she asked 
God for a son. She promised that if God gave her a son she would 
give him to God all his life.

The church helper, Eli, saw Hannah praying and asked why she 
was crying. She told Eli she was praying to God. Eli responded, 
“May God give you what you prayed for.” Hannah left, hoping and 
believing God had heard her. 

Later Hannah gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel. When 
Samuel was older, she took him to the tabernacle. She brought him 
to Eli and said, “Here is the son I prayed for, and I am giving him to 
God.”

Hannah told Eli that she wanted Samuel to serve God for all of his 
life. Eli worshiped God when he heard Hannah’s words.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Roll the Bible Story 
Review Cube. Ask children the question rolled on the cube. Continue 
rolling the cube until each question is answered at least once. Point to 
the Unit Poster. Ask children how Hannah showed love to God.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse and Life Point. Open a Bible to Psalm 66:19. 
Point out the verse to children. Use the following motions to review 
the Weekly Verse: God (point to the sky) hears (cup hand over ear) me 
(point to yourself) when I pray (place hands together like you might do 
if praying). Point to the verse and the word pray on the Unit Mobile. Say 
that people can show love to God by praying (talking) to Him.
 ʹ Pray. Lead boys and girls to take turns praying. If a child chooses not to 
pray, respect the choice. Close the prayer, thanking God for hearing you.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “Hannah Prayed” video. Tell preschoolers that God 
wants us to pray to Him. Sing “Ask God.” 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 41: “Book: 
Show Love to God”

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Illustrated children’s 
Bibles, picture books, 
board books, crayons

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions”

 › Markers, paper strips, 
stapler, scissors

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Music

 › Bible, chairs (one per 
child)

LOOK IN BOOKS
 ʹ Assist preschoolers in completing the Activity Page.
 ʹ Read Show Love to God to boys and girls. Highlight the story of Hannah 
and how she showed love to God. 
 ʹ Comment that we can show love to God by praying to Him. Say that God 
loves for me to pray. 
 ʹ Look through books and Bibles to find pictures of things children can 
talk to God about. These could include items to thank God for, people to 
pray for, or various things to ask God about.
 ʹ Remark that we can pray to God about anything at any time. God always 
hears our prayers.
 ʹ Pray with boys and girls. Allow them to have opportunities to pray, too. 
(Books) 

MAKE A PRAYER CHAIN
Cut paper strips about 6 inches by 1 1/2 inches. 

 ʹ Look at the Teaching Picture and talk about the Bible story. Note that 
Hannah prayed to God and God heard her prayer.
 ʹ Invite preschoolers to draw or write on the paper strips. They can write 
names of people for whom they could pray. Or they could tell you names 
to print. Younger preschoolers may want to make random marks on the 
strips or draw faces. 
 ʹ Help a child create a chain by stapling the ends of one strip to make a 
loop. Thread another paper strip through the center of the first loop and 
staple together. Continue until all strips are linked together.
 ʹ Remind children that people show love to God by praying to Him.
 ʹ Display the missions pictures. Talk about the Johnson family in the 
Czech Republic. Suggest children add a link on their chains to pray for 
the missionaries. (Art)

PLAY MUSICAL CHAIRS
Place the verse marker in the Bible. Set up chairs in a circle, facing 
outward. 

 ʹ Open a Bible to Psalm 66:19. Read the verse aloud to preschoolers. 
 ʹ Place the Bible on one of the chairs. Guide children to make a circle 
around the outside of the chairs.
 ʹ Play “Love God with All Your Heart” as children walk around the chairs. 
Stop the music. Instruct preschoolers to sit in a seat. 
 ʹ Guide the child sitting in the seat with the Bible to open it to the verse 
marker. Say the verse aloud together. 
 ʹ Place the Bible back in a chair and repeat the activity.
 ʹ Say that God loves for people to pray to Him. (Music)
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LIFE POINT People show love to God by praying (talking) to Him.

 › Pack Item 36: “Women 
of the Bible Wheel”

 › Bible, baby dolls, baby 
doll accessories, small 
rocking chairs

 › Blocks (wooden, plastic 
interlocking, and so on)

 › Bible, brown paper 
sacks, various items 
to make sounds (bells, 
coins, cotton balls, 
plastic blocks, and so on)

 › Printables: “Hannah 
Prayed” Coloring Page, 
“Letter Game”

 › Crayons

 › Music

TAKE CARE OF BABIES
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to take care of baby dolls by dressing, feeding, 
and rocking the dolls. 
 ʹ Turn the wheel to show Hannah. Review the Bible story. 
 ʹ Say that Hannah prayed for a son. She showed love to God by praying to 
Him. God answered her prayers and gave her a son. 
 ʹ Open a Bible to Deuteronomy 6:5. Read the Unit Verse. Say that Hannah 
loved God and she showed that love to Him by praying.
 ʹ Remind children that Hannah took care of the baby God gave her. God 
heard her prayers. He hears our prayers, too. (Dramatic Play) 

BUILD A CHURCH
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to build a church with blocks. As they build, talk 
about different things they can pray about when they are at church.
 ʹ Review the Bible story with preschoolers. Comment that Hannah and 
her husband went to the tabernacle to pray. There she met Eli, the 
church helper. Later, when Hannah had a son, he lived at the tabernacle 
and helped Eli.
 ʹ Say that the tabernacle was a large tent where the people went to 
worship God. Today we have churches where we worship God. (Blocks)

GUESS THE SOUNDS
Place an item in each of the brown paper sacks. Fold the sack tops down 
so children cannot see inside. 

 ʹ Name the five senses. Ask children to describe what body part is used 
with each of the senses. Highlight that we use our ears to hear. 
 ʹ Open a Bible to Psalm 66:19 and say the verse aloud. Tell children that 
God wants us to pray and will always hear us. 
 ʹ Shake different paper sacks. Guide children to guess what item is 
making the sound.
 ʹ Say that God always hears us and understands our prayers. (Nature)

COLOR AND MATCH
Print and cut apart the Letter Game. Spread on a table.

 ʹ Guide children to color the coloring page. 
 ʹ When preschoolers finish coloring, assist them in matching the letter 
cards to the words love, pray, God, and help. Remind boys and girls that 
prayer is talking to God. We show love to God by praying to Him. 

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Instrumental Medley on God’s Love” as children clean up their 
activities. Offer words of encouragement while they clean up.
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