
LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 

God always 
loves.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

You may know parents who have to visit a child in prison or watch their 
child waste away because of drug or alcohol abuse. Apart from death, no 
experience could be more emotionally painful. On the other hand, seeing a 
wayward child turn to Christ and turn his life around is indescribably joyous. 

Jesus often taught using parables. Parables are true-to-life stories 
(unlike fables) to illustrate spiritual principles. In one of Jesus’ best-known 
parables, He told the story of a man with two sons. 

The younger son demanded his inheritance so he could leave home. 
The father gave the young man his share, and the son quickly squandered 
it in a foreign land. When a famine hit, the young man, like many workers 
today, found himself out of money with few job opportunities. He worked by 
feeding pigs, the lowest level of humiliation for a Jewish person. Desperate 
for food, the young son found himself longing to eat the slop that he was 
feeding the pigs! Finally, he came to his senses and staggered home to beg 
his father to forgive him and take him back as a lowly servant. 

When Jesus described how the father saw his son coming and ran to 
meet him, this would have shocked his Jewish audience. No Jewish man 
would ever stoop so low as to raise his garments, bare his legs, and run 
anywhere, much less to a defiant son! But Jesus went even further with His 
story when He said that the father embraced and kissed his son, lavished 
gifts upon him, slaughtered the fattest calf, and celebrated! That night he 
threw a party in his son’s honor.

The loving father said the younger son had been dead and was now 
alive (Luke 15:32). The father proclaimed that it was time to celebrate 
because his son had been lost and was found again. 

With this story Jesus was explaining and proclaiming the love of God. 
His love is unconditional. He knows we can never be perfect, and we are in 
need of a Savior who is!

After reading Jesus’ parable of a loving father, how are you reminded of 
God’s love? How can you be more like the loving father in your relationships 
with others?

How can you show the preschoolers you teach that no one except Jesus 
is perfect and God loves them and will always love them? 

JESUS TOLD ABOUT  
A LOVING FATHER

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught people about 
what God is like.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 15:11-32

WEEKLY VERSE
We know God loves us.  
1 John 4:16

UNIT VERSE
God sent Jesus to teach the 
good news. Luke 4:18

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 22
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 › Pack Items 15, 22: 
“Weekly Verses,” “Book: 
What Can I Learn?” 

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Printables: “Scroll”

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, scissors

 › Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in the Bible 
at 1 John 4:16. Print 
one copy of the scroll. 
Cut the scroll picture 
into four or more large 
pieces. Place the pieces 
under the chairs. 

JESUS TOLD ABOUT  
A LOVING FATHER

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ March to music. Play “Jesus Taught.” Guide the boys and girls to walk 
around the chairs while the music is playing. Lead them to look under 
the chairs when the music stops. Lead the children who found pieces of 
the scroll picture to retrieve them and bring them to you. 
 ʹ Assemble a puzzle. Ask the children who did not find pieces (or ask all 
the children) to work together to assemble the picture of the scroll. Talk 
about what a scroll is. Remind the children that people read God’s words 
on scrolls in Bible times and that today we read God’s words in the Bible. 
Comment that in the Bible we learn that Jesus taught what God is like.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Explain that Jesus told 
stories to teach important things about God. Open the Bible to Luke 15.

JESUS TOLD ABOUT A LOVING FATHER
—Based on Luke 15:11-32

Jesus was teaching people about God’s love. He told a story about a 
father and his two sons.

“The younger son told his father he wanted his part of the family 
money and property. The father gave the son what he asked for. The 
son took all that was his and moved far away. He began to do many 
wrong things. He spent all his money. He did not have any food to 
eat, so he went to work taking care of pigs. The son remembered that 
his father’s workers had food to eat. He decided to go home and work 
for his father.

“While the son was still far away, the father saw him. The father 
ran to him and hugged and kissed him. The son said that he had done 
many wrong things. He said, ‘I should no longer be your son.’

“The father did not listen. He called to his helpers to bring the best 
robe and sandals for his son. He told the helpers to cook a big dinner. 
The father wanted to celebrate because his son had come home.”

Jesus wanted the people to know that God is a loving Father like 
the father in the story.

 ʹ Say the Life Point. Point to the Teaching Picture. Remind the 
preschoolers that the father in the Bible story forgave the son and 
welcomed him home. Mention that Jesus taught people what God is like. 
Jesus taught that God always loves just like the father in the Bible story. 
Say the Life Point together: “Jesus taught that God always loves.”
 ʹ Say the Bible Verse and pray. Open the Bible at the marker and read 
the verse. Lead the preschoolers to repeat the verse with you in a louder 
voice and a softer voice. Invite volunteers to pray. Sing “God Loves Us.”
 ʹ Wrap it up and read. Show the “Jesus Told About a Loving Father” 
video. Read the book What Can I Learn? Remind the preschoolers that 
we can learn that God always loves. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Crayons, plastic bowls 
with lids, pom-poms, toy 
food and dishes, basket

 › Pack Items 18, 19, 
23: “Seek and Find 
Gameboard,” “Seek and 
Find Game Cards,” “Unit 
1 Verse Puzzle”

 › Bible, small gift bag

 › Pack Item 15: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Bible, log blocks, wooden 
blocks, craft sticks, 
plastic animals

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Assortment of coins, 2 
cups plain flour, 1 cup 
salt, 1 tablespoon oil, 
1 cup cold water, bowl, 
spoon, rolling pins

COOK DINNER
Place the lids in the basket.

 ʹ Help each child complete the Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Invite the preschoolers to pretend to cook and eat dinner.
 ʹ Remark that Jesus told a story about a boy who made wrong choices. 
He did not have enough food to eat. Explain that when the boy went 
home, his father forgave him and had a big dinner for him. 
 ʹ Suggest the preschoolers match the lids and the bowls. They may want 
to fill the bowls with pom-poms.
 ʹ Point to the Life Point on the Activity Page and read it: Jesus taught that 
God always loves. (Dramatic Play)

PLAY A SEEK AND FIND GAME
Separate the game cards. Place them in a gift bag.  

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to choose game cards from the bag. Guide them to 
locate the objects on the cards on the gameboard. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Mention how some of the objects relate to the 
Bible story. 
 ʹ For younger preschoolers, just lay out the cards or board and talk about 
what objects you can find.
 ʹ Help preschoolers put together the verse puzzle. Read the verse words 
on the puzzle. Find the verse in the Bible.
 ʹ State that Jesus told the story of the boy and his father to teach that God 
always loves. (Puzzles)

BUILD A FENCE
Place the marker in the Bible at 1 John 4:16.

 ʹ Suggest the preschoolers use materials to build fences for the animals.
 ʹ As the boys and girls play, mention that people help take care of animals 
by feeding them.
 ʹ Remind the preschoolers that Jesus told a story about a son. He had to 
take care of pigs because he did not have enough food to eat. Talk more 
about the Bible story.
 ʹ State that Jesus wanted to teach the people that God always loves.
 ʹ Open the Bible and read the verse. (Blocks)

MAKE COIN PRINTS
Post the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Lead the preschoolers to mix the ingredients together in the bowl to 
make play dough.
 ʹ Guide children to knead the dough to make it smooth.
 ʹ Direct the boys and girls to use the rolling pins to flatten the play dough.
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught that God always loves.

 › Teaching Picture 4 

 › Long piece of paper, 
washable markers, 
crayons, shape stamps, 
washable ink pads, tape

 › Teaching Pictures 1–3

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions” 

 › Bible, Giant Game Floor 
Mat® (634337188379, 
LifeWay), beanbags, 
crayons, paper

 › Printables: “Jesus Taught 
About a Loving Father” 
Coloring Page

 › Music

 › Washable markers, 
rhythm sticks or craft 
sticks

 › Timer

 ʹ Suggest they press coins into the play dough to make prints.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that Jesus told a story about a son who 
made wrong choices and spent all his money. His father still loved him 
just like God still loves us. (Nature) 

DECORATE A BANNER
Place the paper on the floor. Print Welcome on the banner.  

 ʹ Guide the preschoolers to use the washable markers and crayons to 
draw pictures and make designs around the word. 
 ʹ Help preschoolers press the stamps in the ink pads and on the paper.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Remind the preschoolers that Jesus taught 
that God always loves. Explain that the father always loved his son and 
welcomed him home even when he made wrong choices.
 ʹ Lead the children to assist you in hanging the banner in the room. (Art)

PLAY A GAME
Arrange all Teaching Pictures and missions pictures in the game mat or on 
the floor. 

 ʹ Invite a preschooler to toss a beanbag on a picture. He can talk about 
what he sees in the picture. 
 ʹ Continue until each child has a few opportunities to toss the beanbags.
 ʹ Talk about how the missionaries teach people in Lesotho about God’s 
love. Remind the preschoolers that Jesus taught that God always loves.
 ʹ Say that Jesus taught people what God is like. Review things that Jesus 
taught (using the Teaching Pictures). 
 ʹ Help preschoolers find today’s Bible story in the Bible.
 ʹ Offer paper and crayons for older preschoolers to draw pictures about 
Jesus and add to the game. (Games)

REVIEW THE STORY AND SING
 ʹ Guide the children to color the coloring pages. 
 ʹ Explain that Jesus told the story about the father and son to teach the 
people that God always loves.
 ʹ Say today’s verse. Encourage preschoolers to say the verse with you.
 ʹ Play “All We Need to Know.” Encourage the children to tap the sticks to 
the beat of the music.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Start a timer on your phone or other device. Challenge the preschoolers 
to clean up the room before the timer goes off. Thank them for working 
together with their friends. 
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