
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Have you ever known anyone who was a missionary? Missionaries may be single or 

married. They might have young children, grandchildren, or no children. Some may 

like chocolate while others prefer vanilla. They are ordinary people who make an 

extraordinary commitment of devoting their lives to sharing Jesus with others from 

other cultures. 

Missionaries often sacrifice being close to family, plus the luxury of certain 

comforts and conveniences, because of their passion for Jesus and their love for 

nonbelievers. It is important for us to remember that many missionaries face danger, 

ridicule, and persecution almost daily. Some literally put their lives on the line so 

others can know Christ. We must be faithful to pray for missionaries. We also must be 

faithful to teach the next generation to pray for missionaries. 

How can we pray for missionaries? We need to pray for the safety of those serving 

around the world. We should pray for their health and their monetary provisions. 

We can pray for the kids of missionaries. Ask God to encourage them when they feel 

lonely or discouraged and to help them as they lead others to Jesus. Then teach the 

preteens in your class how to pray for them. God wants faithful Christians to pray for 

missionaries.

What is a plan that you could use to remind yourself to pray for missionaries on a 

regular basis? (Example: Missionary Mondays) _____________________________

________________________________________________________________

How will you challenge the preteens in your class to remember to pray for 

missionaries?  _____________________________________________________

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL’S
SECOND JOURNEY

LIFE POINT: God wants people to pray for missionaries.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of August 12

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can pray for all people 
serving on mission. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:1-5; 17:16-34; 18:1-11

 
CO

MMUNITY

A

N D W O RLD
 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. 
Ephesians 6:18

UNIT VERSE
Give thanks to the God of 
heaven. His love endures 
forever. Psalm 136:26
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 ›Pack Items 7, 21

 ›scissors, jump rope

 ›14 paper plates, marker—
Cut the center out of each 
paper plate. Make the hole 
large enough so the plate 
can easily be pushed onto 
the end of a jump rope. 
Write the names of New 
Testament books from Acts 
through Philemon around 
the rings. 
 
Teacher Tip: In this 
session, clearly define 
the concept of being a 
missionary. Point out the 
sacrifices and courage that 
missionaries have.

 ›DVD

 ›copy paper, tape, 
marker—Write the 
following on separate 
pieces of paper: 1—Derbe, 
2—Athens, 3—Jerusalem, 
and 4—Philippi. Post one 
poster in each corner of 
the room. 
Option: “City to City 
Posters” (CD)

 ›bell or whistle 
 
Note: When only a few 
preteens remain, explain 
that each corner can only 
hold 1 or 2 preteens. 

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Ordering the New Testament, “Build-a-Map,” “Paul’s Missions Map” (Pack 

Items 7, 21)

1. Remind preteens that Paul did the work of a missionary—he traveled many 

places, for the purpose of preaching, to reach people with the good news that 

Jesus is the Savior. Explain that each of his missionary journeys was different: first, 

he traveled with Barnabas, second, with Silas, and then with other companions. 

Point out the map and highlight some of the places Paul traveled, comparing 

the first and second journeys. Compare the map from Unit 2 (Item 7) with “Paul’s 

Missions Map.”

2. Explain that Paul wrote letters to the churches and friends he made in many 

towns, and that’s where we get most of the New Testament books. Explain that 

Acts was not written by Paul, but by Luke, and it tells the story of Paul, Barnabas, 

Peter, and other brave men who started the early churches. 

3. Show preteens the paper rings with the names of the books from Acts through 

Philemon. Read them in order a few times. Mix them up and place them on the 

table or floor. Guide two preteens to hold the jump rope and the other preteens 

to slide the paper rings, with book names, in order onto the rope.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►City to City

1. Remind preteens that this month they are learning about Paul’s travels. Read 

aloud the names of the cities posted in each of the four corners. 

2. Play a quick game of “Four Corners:” 

 -Enlist a volunteer to be It. 

 -Explain that It will cover his eyes and count down from ten to one while the 

remaining tweens quietly move to one of the signs. 

 -With eyes closed, It should choose a number (1-4). Preteens standing at the sign 

chosen should take a seat.

 -Choose another player to be It and continue play.

3. Play until there is only one preteen remaining.

4. Explain that God helped Paul know where to go and what to say as he traveled 

from city to city.

5. Watch the “Paul’s Second Journey: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 19, 20, 24

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›DVD

 ›4 index cards—Write the 
following on separate 
cards: Acts 16:1-5; 
Acts 17:16-21;  
Acts 17:22-34;  
Acts 18:1-11.  
Option: “Paul’s Second 
Journey Cards” (CD)

 › index cards—Write each 
word of Psalm 136:26 on 
separate cards. Make 2 
sets. 
Option: “Psalm 136:26 
Cards” (CD)

 ›“International Missions: 
Egypt and the Middle East 
Photos” (CD)

 ›fine-point marker

 › large sheet of paper, 
markers—Write the word 
MISSIONARY, large and 
clear, downward along the 
left side of the paper.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“When You See” (Pack Item 24)  

 • Distribute the “When You See” cards to preteens. Start with the card that has a 

number 1 on it. Explain that to play this game, tweens must carefully read and 

then immediately follow the instructions on their cards. When the preteen with 

the number 1 on his card begins, the preteen with that action described should 

begin doing the action described.

 • Remind preteens that Paul, Silas, and the others traveling with them prayed, 

waited, observed, listened, and obeyed God immediately. They asked God to help 

them take His message to others, and asked Him to make opportunities available 

to share Him with those they would meet.

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►“God Loves the World Title Banner” (Pack Item 19), Teaching Picture 11

 • Show the Teaching Picture, and read the Bible story summary located on the 

back. 

 • Guide tweens to open their Bibles to Acts 16. Explain that today’s Bible story is 

found in the Book of Acts. 

 • Form four groups and distribute a “Paul’s Second Journey Card” to each group. 

 • Give each group a few minutes to read its assigned passage and prepare to 

summarize or act out the passage for the remaining groups. Make sure the 

following points are made:

 -Paul chose Timothy to join him on his missionary journey. (Acts 16:1-5)

 -Paul observed that Athens was full of idols. This troubled him. He began 

sharing with those in the marketplace about the one true God. (Acts 17:16-21)

 -Paul delivered his third missionary speech in Athens. There were some converts 

to the faith. (Acts 17:22-34)

 -Paul met two tentmakers in Corinth—Aquila and Priscilla. He worked with 

them since he shared the same occupation. There he ministered to Jews and 

Greeks. Paul traveled to Corinth where Silas and Timothy joined him. He had a 

productive ministry there and stayed a year and a half. (Acts 18:1-11)

 • Lead preteens to consider why Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Luke, Timothy, and others 

went to so much effort to go and tell others about Jesus. Ask: “What did they 

want people to understand about God?” 

 • Lead preteens to take turns writing some answers inside the O on the title banner.
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LIFE POINT

OPTION: Memorize 
the Weekly Bible Verse: 
Ephesians 6:18.

REVIEW CHALLENGE
 • Review today’s story by challenging the group to think of places, people groups, 

miracles, and methods that Paul and his companions used to tell people about 

Jesus. On the prepared sheet of paper, encourage tweens to write at least one 

word from last week and one from this week to go with each letter of the word 

missionary (such as Macedonia for M and interested in people for I). 

 • Talk once again about how missionaries travel with the purpose of reaching 

people who haven’t been told about the good news of Jesus. Mention how it is 

each believer’s responsibility to pray for, contribute to mission work and to be 

bold in sharing Jesus with the people they know and meet.

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“Psalm 136:26 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 20)

 • Direct preteens’ attention to the Unit Verse poster. Guide them to say the verse in 

unison. Cover or remove the poster.

 • Form two groups and distribute a set of prepared “Psalm 136:26 Cards” to each 

group.

 • On “Go!” guide groups to put the verse in order. The first group to order the verse 

correctly wins.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Show the “Egypt Photos” to your group, reading aloud the caption on each page, 

including each prayer request. 

 • Give each photo to an adult leader. Comment that God wants people to pray for 

missionaries. Invite preteens to move to the adult leader of their choosing to pray 

as a small group for that particular request, as well as for the Christian workers 

who live and work in Egypt. 

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • Explain that God helps missionaries, pastors, and all Christians who are willing 

to share their faith to know what to say. Comment that God wants us to pray for 

those who are willing to go and share His message. 

 • Show the “Paul’s Second Journey: Life Action” video.

 • Pray that God will use missionaries and preteens to help people know that Jesus 

is the Rescuer.

God wants people to pray for missionaries.
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“ Paper Flapper Folding Instructions” (Pack Item 25), “Around the World” 

(Activity Page)

1. Distribute a copy of Pack Item 25 to each girl. Guide girls to follow the 

instructions to make a paper flapper. Encourage them to follow the instructions 

(1–7) on the instruction sheet.

2. Remind girls that Paul traveled many places to tell people about Jesus. He 

traveled with several different companions and started churches, preached, 

healed, and encouraged people. 

3. Allow girls to choose a partner. Instruct them to play the game, following the 

instructions (8–9) on the instruction sheet. Give them time to play with their 

paper flapper by picking different numbers, opening and closing the flapper that 

number of times, and seeing who has gone to share the gospel and where people 

can go to tell others about Jesus.

4. Help girls play “Around the World” on the Activity Page.

5. Emphasize the importance of praying for those serving on mission. Take a few 

moments to pray for missionaries your church supports and for upcoming 

mission trips.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►Jump This Way, “Around the World” (Activity Page)

1. Play “Jump This Way” with jump ropes. Allow a few volunteers to take turns 

placing ropes in different configurations on the ground. Lead remaining boys in a 

jumping pattern across, through, and over the ropes.

2. Emphasize to boys that in the same way you lead them across, through, and 

over the ropes, Paul and his traveling companions asked God to lead them in the 

way they should go. They wanted to tell people about Jesus, but they knew they 

needed God’s help.

3. Help boys complete “Around the World” on the Activity Page.

4. Emphasize the importance of praying for those serving on mission. Take a few 

moments to pray for missionaries your church supports and for upcoming 

mission trips. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Pack Item 25—Make 1 
copy for each girl.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›copy paper, fine-point 
marker, scissors, pennies

CHOICE 2 

 ›Activity Pages

 › jump ropes, pennies
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LIFE POINT

CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►“ Where to Go, What to Say” (Pack Item 26), “Missionary Methods” (Activity 

Page)

1. Guide preteens to stand in a circle. Instruct the first preteen in the circle to hold 

the end of the paper and let it unroll as it is carefully passed around the circle. 

They can stop passing the paper when it forms a complete circle. 

2. Once the circle has been made, tear off the roll and count how many squares 

long the circle is. Challenge preteens to name that number of places or people 

groups that need to hear about Jesus. If possible, provide a globe or world map 

to help them realize how many regions of the world don’t have open access to 

the Bible or the gospel message. Remind them that missionaries are “people who 

travel with the purpose of living, preaching, and teaching among people who 

have not been taught about Jesus.”

3. Distribute a copy of “Where to Go, What to Say” to each preteen. Guide them to 

cut apart the strips. Help tweens punch a hole in the top left-hand corner of the 

strips, and secure the strips with a binder ring.

4. Explain that preteens should choose a partner and role-play conversations 

they can have with people who are not yet believers in Jesus. One preteen can 

pretend to be someone who doesn’t know much about God—sharing a made-

up story about something sad or exciting that has happened in his life. The other 

preteen should figure out a natural way to connect the conversation and their 

partner’s experiences to a story or promise from the Bible. Use the “Where to Go, 

What to Say” strips for ideas.

5. Lead preteens to complete “Missionary Methods” on their Activity Pages.

6. Pray together for missionaries who serve all over the world, for their health, 

strength, provision, and for the people they are telling about Jesus.

WRAP UP
 • Reinforce that it is our job as Christians to pray for missionaries, to pray for people 

to hear about Jesus, and to be brave to tell people about Him.

 • Play the “Paul’s Second Journey: Wrap Up” video.

 • Remind preteens to take and use “Where to Go, What to Say” to tell people in 

their sphere of influence about the love of God.

 • Challenge preteens to give up something they usually buy for themselves and to 

contribute that money to missions.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Item 26—Make 1 
copy for each preteen.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›roll of toilet paper, scissors, 
binder rings, hole punch

 ›globe or world map 
Note: Information on 
unreached people groups 
may be found at  
peoplegroups.org.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

God wants people to pray for missionaries.
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