
Unit 3, Session 4

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Let’s put the debt of the unforgiving servant into today’s currency. If a denarii equaled 

1 penny in U.S. currency and it took $6,000 to make a talent, then one talent would be 

worth $60. Ten thousand talents at $60 each would come to $600,000.00! Compare 

that to the debt of his fellow servant. Using the same formula it amounted to $1. 

The master’s forgiveness did not encourage mercy in his heart, rather it released 

his greed. He collected his money without worrying about a lien against his income. 

The unforgiving slave allowed greed to dominate his actions—forgetting about his 

master’s lovingkindness and the simple petition that had secured it. 

We know we can ask our heavenly Father to show us mercy. Likewise, we need to 

follow His example by extending forgiveness to others. In Christ, the Father forgave us 

a debt we could not pay. All we had to do was humbly ask. It is now our responsibility 

to extend mercy—not to live as if our debt never existed (Rom. 6:1-2). The Bible tells 

us this is our ministry (2 Cor. 5:18-20). We have become the Father’s emissaries telling 

and demonstrating His great offer of forgiveness to all.

Who are you indebted to?  _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Is there someone that owes you a dollar-sized debt?  ______________________

_________________________________________________________________

Are  you willing to forgive as you have been forgiven?  _____________________

_________________________________________________________________

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

JESUS TAUGHT
ABOUT FORGIVENESS

LIFE POINT: PeoPle can ask Jesus and others to forGive them when they do wronG thinGs.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of February 25

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Because of the forgiveness I 
have received through Jesus’ 
death on the cross, I can seek 
forgiveness from others and 
restore broken relationships.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Matthew 18:21-35

PEOPLE

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you. 
Ephesians 4:32

UNIT VERSE
We know that we have come 
to know him if we keep his 
commands. 1 John 2:3
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 ›Pack Item 26

 ›Prepared display boards 
from session 3 with all 
spoons in the correct 
order.

 ›Read the following 
divisions when prompted: 
Books of the Law 
Gospels 
Paul’s Letters 
Books of Poetry 
Minor Prophets 
Major Prophets 
Books of History 
Bonus Question: One of 
the four books with the 
same name (John, 1 John, 
2 John, or 3 John); Which 
divisions are represented 
by the answer to this 
category? (Gospels and 
General Letters/Epistles) 

 ›DVD

 ›4 soft playground balls, 
large sheet or blanket

 ›chairs—Provide 1 for each 
preteen. 

 ›masking tape—Tape off a 
large playing area on the 
floor with masking tape.

 ›Read the following 
questions when prompted: 
Which players on your 
team were the first to get 
out? 
Does anyone know who 
hit them? 
How did you feel when 
you were hit? 
What does it take to play 
this game? 
Do you think forgiveness 
is needed after this game? 
Why or why not? 
Note: Clear the space for 
an active game.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Bible Books Poster” (Pack Item 26)

1. Direct preteens’ attention to the “Bible Books Poster.” Point out the Bible book 

categories.

2. Place the Old Testament and New Testament display boards on a table where all 

preteens have access.

3. Form two teams and guide them to form two lines. Explain that the first player 

on each team will race to grab a spoon in the correct division. Each spoon is 

worth 100 points.

4. Read each of the divisions, as seen in the sidebar, one at a time.

5. Award points and declare the winning team. Use the bonus category and 

question if needed.

6. Play the game as time allows.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Hidden Dodgeball

1. Form a boys’ team and a girls’ team. Direct preteens to move their chairs to 

opposite sides of the playing area. Explain that the goal of the game is to throw 

the balls over the net and hit players on the opposite team.

2. Choose a preteen from each team to be the ball handler. The ball handler 

will stand to the side of the playing field and gently toss the balls back to his 

teammates.

3. Direct two adults to hold the sheet in the middle of the playing area so that the 

teams cannot see each other. Once the sheet is up in the middle of the playing 

area, allow preteens to move their chairs closer to the sheet. This will be their 

permanent location for the game. 

4. Explain the following rules:

 -You cannot get out of your chair until you have been hit with a ball.

 -Once you have been hit, you must exit the game immediately.

 -Play will resume until only one player remains.

5. Give each team two soft balls. Instruct each team to toss its balls over the sheet in 

an attempt to knock the other team members out of the game.

6. Debrief the game by asking the questions in the margin.

7. Explain that in today’s session, preteens will hear a parable that Jesus taught 

about forgiveness. 

8. Play the “Jesus Taught About Forgiveness: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 23, 24

 ›Teaching Picture 13

 ›DVD

 ›“International Missions: 
The Right Stuff” (CD)

 ›dry erase board and 
markers—Write the 
following on the board: 
Group 1: Matthew 18:23-25; 
Group 2: Matthew 18:26-28; 
Group 3: Matthew 18:29-31; 
Group 4: Matthew 18:32-35

 ›simple props such as a 
camera for posting to 
church social media (with 
parents’ or guardians’ 
permission, of course)

 ›number cubes 
 
Teaching Tip: Station 
a teacher at each table 
of preteens to help with 
the math problem and 
ensure that no preteen is 
embarrassed.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“Jesus Loves Us Title Banner” (Pack Item 23)

 • Call attention to the title banner. Ask the following questions:

 -Have you ever had to forgive someone?

 -Has anyone ever had to forgive you?

 -How many times should you forgive someone?

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►Act It Out!, Teaching Picture 13

 • Encourage preteens to open their Bibles to Matthew 18. Display the Teaching 

Picture throughout the session.

 • Explain that in verse 21, Peter asked Jesus how many times someone should 

forgive. Peter thought he was being generous with the idea of forgiving 

someone, because the rabbis (the pastors of the Jewish Synagogue) taught that 

you should forgive someone only 3 times. 

 • Guide a volunteer to read verse 22 aloud. Ask: “What do you think Jesus meant?” 

(Answers will vary, but may include: You should forgive 490 times. You should 

always forgive.)

 • Continue, explaining that Jesus taught Peter what he meant by telling Peter a 

parable. Ask: “What is a parable?” (short story that teaches a moral principle)

 • Form four groups of preteens. Call attention to the assignments written on the 

dry erase board, and give each group an assignment. 

 • Allow each group 5-6 minutes to read its assigned verses and decide on two 

“freeze scenes.” Explain that each group should enlist a volunteer to read its 

verses. As the first word of scene 1 is read, guide the group to freeze in its 

predetermined scene. When the last word of the assigned passage is read, they 

should “freeze” into the second scene.

 • Call on each group to share its scene.

 • If time allows, switch assignments and act out the Bible story again.

REVIEW AND UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►Math Game, “1 John 2:3 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 24)

 • Gather preteens around a table. If your group is large, you may need two tables. 

Place a set of number cubes on the table.

 • Point to the Unit Verse poster, and ask boys to read it with you. Challenge them to 

have it memorized for the game.
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OPTION: Memorize 
the Weekly Bible Verse: 
Ephesians 4:32.

 • Ask: “Who loves math?” 

 • Allow the first preteen that answers to be player 1. Explain the game:

 -On player 1’s turn, the player to his left will announce which of the following 

player 1 must do after he rolls the number cubes—add, subtract or multiply. 

 -Player 1 will roll the cubes, do the required math problem, and state the 

answer.

 - If the answer is an even number, the player to his right must share a fact from 

the Bible story.

 - If the answer is an odd number, player 1 must choose another player (not the 

player on his right or left) to share a situation in which forgiveness is needed. 

 - If player 1 rolls doubles, he must recite the Unit Verse from memory.

 • Continue until all preteens have had a turn.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Distribute “The Right Stuff.” Lead kids to mark whether the items on the 

“shopping list” would be appropriate or inappropriate for a family that lives in 

limited space and temporary shelters. 

 • Explain that missionaries working with a particular people group know firsthand 

what those people need. Money gifts make it possible for the missionary to 

purchase and provide “the right stuff” to the right people. 

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • State that forgiveness can be hard, but forgiving others is pivotal to our 

understanding God’s forgiveness of our sins.

 • Allow some time for reflection, guiding preteens to ask God for forgiveness if they 

need to. After a few moments, pray that preteens will seek forgiveness from God 

and others.

 • Show the “Jesus Taught about Forgiveness: Life Action” video.

 • Describe the Live It Out activities, and dismiss preteens to their groups.

PeoPle can ask Jesus and others to forGive them when they do wronG thinGs.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►Popcorn Answers, “Canceled” (Activity Page) 

1. Set bowls in the middle of the table, and give each girl a cup of popcorn.

2. Explain that you will read a question aloud. Girls should answer the question by 

tossing a piece of popcorn into the appropriate bowl (easy, hard, or very difficult). 

Once the popcorn lands in a bowl, direct the volunteer to explain why she 

answered the way she did.

3. Read the following statements and allow time for preteens to respond. 

 -Could you forgive a friend that didn’t invite you to her birthday party? 

 -Could you forgive your parent(s) who made a promise to you that they didn’t 

keep?

 -Could you forgive your sister who told a lie about you to your parents?

 -Could you forgive a teacher at school who treated you unfairly?

 -Could you forgive your cousin who broke the tablet that you got for Christmas?

 -Could you forgive your coach who didn’t let you play very long in the last game, 

even though you felt you should have been in the game?

4. Share a time you had to forgive someone and how God helped you.

5. Distribute Activity Pages, and guide girls to complete “Canceled.”

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►Forgiveness Ink, “Canceled” (Activity Page), “Oh, How You Love Us! 

Instrumental” (CD, track 6)

1. Pour lemon juice into several bowls, and place the bowls on tables where all boys 

can have access. Place cotton swabs and heavyweight paper on the tables.

2. Ask: “Have you ever had to ask someone for forgiveness?” Guide volunteers 

to share times in which they had to ask for forgiveness. If possible, tell a story 

of when you were a preteen. Add details to your story, keeping them age 

appropriate. Teach the importance of asking God for forgiveness when a sin has 

been committed.

3. Play “Oh, How You Love Us!” Guide boys to privately write a message asking 

forgiveness either from God or from a person they choose by dipping their 

cotton swabs into the lemon juice and writing a message on their paper. 

Encourage them to go over their message more than once with lemon juice.

4. Place the papers to the side to dry, and complete “Canceled” on the Activity Page.

5. Demonstrate how to hold the prepared paper up to the lamp without burning 

the paper so that the message is illuminated. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›3 markers, 3 medium-sized 
bowls, coins

 ›cups and popped 
popcorn—Provide 6 to 
8 oz. of popcorn for each 
girl. 

 ›masking tape—Write 
the following on strips of 
tape: easy, hard, and very 
difficult. Attach 1 label to 
each of the bowls.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›CD

 ›heavyweight paper—
Write the following 
message at the top of 
the paper. Dear _______, 
Please forgive me for … .” 
Provide 1 sheet for each 
boy. 
Option: “Forgiveness 
Letter” (CD)

 ›copy paper, lamp or other 
exposed light bulb, cotton 
swabs, coins

 › lemon juice, 2-3 small 
bowls—Pour a small 
amount of juice in each 
bowl. 
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6. Challenge boys to place their secret forgiveness messages in a safe place at home 

or give the message to the person who they need to forgive.

7. Advise them, when giving the messages to someone, to explain how the person 

can read the message on the paper.

CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►“4  x 4 Gameboard” (Pack Item 28), “Individual Game Sheets” (Pack Item 29), 

“Canceled” (Activity Page)

1. Distribute copies of the “Individual Game Sheet” to each preteen, and explain 

that they will be competing to gather four cards of the same number or word/

symbol (Skip, Reverse, or any Wild card). 

2. Invite each tween to decide which type of cards she will collect and write it on 

her game sheet (same number or word).

3. Place the “4 x 4 Gameboard” in the center of the table and shuffle the cards. 

Distribute four cards to each preteen.

4. Place remaining cards on the gameboard on the assigned spot.

5. To play, choose a preteen to go first. Invite him to turn over the first playing card 

in the stack on the gameboard and place the card in the appropriate box on the 

board. If the card is one he selected to collect, he will need to complete the task 

described in the margin. If the tween is collecting the wild card, the task is the 

leader’s choice. Make up an action for the player to collect this card.

6. If the card turned over is not one the preteen is collecting, anyone may “steal” the 

card by sharing the Unit Verse from the session before the next player starts her 

turn. Play until someone has collected four of his chosen cards.

7. Distribute Activity Pages, and guide preteens to complete “Canceled.” If time 

allows, discuss preteens’ answers.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Jesus Taught About Forgiveness: Wrap Up” video for the session.

 • Guide preteens to complete “Thank You Prayer” on the Activity Page.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Items 28, 29—Make 
1 copy of Pack Item 29 for 
each preteen.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›1 deck of Uno® cards, coins 
 
 
Gameboard 
Suggestions:  
Instead of using the 
questions on the 
gameboard as written, use 
the following suggestions:  
Number card—Name (or 
use initials of ) a friend who 
needs to be forgiven. 
Skip card—Name (or use 
initials of ) a friend you 
need to ask for forgiveness. 
Reverse card—Name one 
way you can follow Jesus’ 
example this week.

WRAP UP

 ›Activity Pages

 ›DVD  
 
 
Teaching Tip: 
Mail the March Postcards 
“Names of Jesus” 
(005794527) to all the kids 
on your roll and to visitors.

LIFE POINT PeoPle can ask Jesus and others to forGive them when they do wronG thinGs.
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