
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
To get an appointment at a doctor’s office today can be a daunting task, and more so 

if the physician is a specialist. Then there are the questions of insurance, referrals, and 

coordinating communication between offices. 

In Matthew 8, Jesus was approached by two men, one needing healing and the 

other asking for his servant to be healed. In both cases, the willingness of Jesus is 

overwhelming. They didn’t have to get approval from Peter or set the appointment 

with Andrew. They came directly to the Master and asked.

The mercy of Jesus in both accounts stands out as a hallmark of the passage. His 

eagerness to heal the first man is emphasized by His touch. The man probably had 

some form of leprosy. He was considered unclean (see Lev. 13:45-46). Touching him 

was forbidden, not to mention dangerous.

Jesus’ healing of the second man also demonstrated His love. Jewish custom 

forbade a Jew from entering the dwelling of a Gentile. Yet, Jesus agreed to go home 

with the centurion, but the centurion told Jesus that wasn’t needed. All Jesus needed 

to do was speak a word of healing and it would be done. Jesus demonstrated for all 

people the principle that Peter followed in Acts 10:34. We, too, must be willing to 

show compassion to whomever we meet. 

Who are you afraid to touch (ethnic background, social status, or place of origin)? 

_________________________________________________________________

Jesus was willing to go to places where “good people” did not go. Where are you 

willing to go for the sake of reaching others? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

JESUS
HEALED PEOPLE

LIFE POINT: PeoPle are imPortant to Jesus and he cares about them.

SUGGESTED DATE
week of February 11

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God loves me so I can 
appreciate my value.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Matthew 8:1-13 

PEOPLE

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. 
Mark 6:34

UNIT VERSE
We know that we have come 
to know him if we keep his 
commands. 1 John 2:3
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 ›Pack Item 26

 ›66 plastic spoons from 
session 1, 1 medium-sized 
bowl

 ›2 index cards—Write the 
following on separate 
cards: Old Testament and 
New Testament. 
 
Teaching Tip: Be sensitive 
to preteens who may not 
be familiar with the Bible. 
Allow them to pair up with 
another preteen who is.

 ›DVD 

 ›25 small objects for 
each team with clean 
edges such as pencils, 
paintbrushes, large 
buttons, jewelry, chains, 
pom-poms, safety pins, 
coins, construction paper 
shapes, wrapped candy 
pieces

 ›bandana—Provide 1 for 
each team. 
 
Note: If your group is 
large, form additional 
teams. Make sure you 
have 25 objects for each 
additional team formed.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Bible Books Poster” (Pack Item 26)

1. Place the Old Testament cards and New Testament cards on opposite ends of a 

table. 

2. Invite a preteen to choose a spoon from the bowl. She should place the spoon 

beneath the appropriate Testament card. As preteens continue to draw spoons 

from the bowl, they should lay them in book order beneath the correct card.

3. When all spoons have been drawn from the bowl and placed on the table, guide 

preteens to check their work with the “Bible Books Poster.”

4. Pack up the Old Testament spoons and the New Testament spoons for use during 

the next two sessions.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Form a Word 

1. Place 25 objects at one table and 25 objects at another. Make sure there is at least 

one Bible on each table.

2. Form a boys’ team and a girls’ team. Guide each team to gather around one of 

the tables you have prepared.

3. Appoint a teacher to be the “judge” at each table. Give each “judge” a bandana.

4. Explain that the goal of the activity is to be the first team to answer the question 

by forming the letters of the word using only the objects on the table. Emphasize 

that the word may not be explicitly stated in the passage of Scripture.

5. Read each clue, one at a time, and then say: “Begin!” 

 -What were the 10 men called? (lepers) Luke 17:11-19

 -What was wrong with the man? (blind) Mark 8:22

 -What was the sick man lying on? (mat/bed) John 5:2-15

 -What did the woman have? (fever) Matthew 8:14

 -What part of the body did Jesus heal? (hand) Luke 6:6-10

6. When the team has completed the word, the judge will hold up the bandana. 

Congratulate each team that finishes first in each round. 

7. Explain that in today’s session, preteens will learn how Jesus healed a man and 

the servant of a solider.

8. Play the “Jesus Healed People: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 23, 24

 ›Teaching Picture 11—Cut 
the Teaching Picture into 
the approximate number 
of pieces as the number 
of preteens in your class. 
Tape a piece of the picture 
under each chair.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›DVD

 ›“International Missions 
Story: Thailand” (CD)

 ›adhesive bandages—
Write each word of the 
Unit Verse on a separate 
bandage. Make 2 sets.

 ›masking tape—Make a 
start line with the tape.

 ›scissors, 2 pairs of gloves 
 
Teaching Tip: If you do 
not want to cut up the 
Teaching Picture for the 
Review Challenge activity, 
you may make a copy. 
 
Note: If there are no 
preteens with medical 
personnel in their families, 
group according to 
gender, birthday, and so 
forth.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

GETTING TO THE POINT
►“Jesus Loves Us Title Banner” (Pack Item 23)

 • Direct preteens’ attention to the title banner and invite a volunteer to read it.

 • Lead preteens to share the names of people they know who Jesus has healed 

from physical sickness.

LOOK IN THE BOOK
►“Take Away” (Activity Page) 

 • Form three groups and distribute Activity Pages. 

 • Suggest that each group read its assigned verses and complete the related 

portion of “Take Away” on the Activity Page.

 • Enlist a volunteer from each group to share their findings. Include the following:

 -Matthew 8:1-4—Some translations call the skin disease that the man had 

“leprosy.” Whomever had this skin disease was banished to live outside the city; 

lepers were feared.

 -Matthew 8:5-9—The centurion had extreme faith in Jesus. He trusted even the 

words of Jesus to cure his servant.

 -Matthew 8:10-13—Jesus was amazed at the faith of the centurion, and Jesus 

healed his servant.

REVIEW CHALLENGE
►Teaching Picture 11

 • Direct preteens to look under their chairs for a puzzle piece.

 • Call on preteens, one at a time, to bring their puzzle pieces to a central table.

 • Before a preteen adds his piece to the puzzle, ask him a question (page 92). 

 • If the preteen answers correctly, he may place his piece of the puzzle on the table. 

If he answers incorrectly, guide him to sit down and ask him another question 

during round 2.

UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
►“1 John 2:3 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 24)

 • Place prepared bandages faceup on a table.

 • Form group 1 with preteens who have someone in their immediate family—

mom, dad, stepparent, sibling or grandparent—who works in the medical field 

(doctors, dentists, nurse, dental hygienist, lab technician, physical therapist, and 

so forth). Group 2 will be the preteens who do not have medical personnel in 

74     U n i t  3 ,  S e S S i o n  2
© 2017 LifeWay



OPTION: Memorize 
the Weekly Bible Verse: 
Mark 6:34.

their families. Ensure that teams have an even number.

 • Direct each team to line up shortest to tallest behind the start line.

 • Instruct the tallest person in each line to stand behind the table and put on the 

gloves. This person becomes the team “doctor.”

 • Direct each team “doctor” to stand behind the table where the Unit Verse 

bandages are displayed.

 • At your signal, the first player in each line will walk to the team “doctor.” The 

“team doctor” will place a bandage on the top of the hand of player 1. Player 

1 will go back to tag player 2, player 3, and so forth until all bandages have been 

applied. 

 • Once bandages have been applied, the group must stand in Unit Verse order to 

win the game.

 •  If the team has team members without bandages, they will help place the 

team in the correct order. If your group is small, team members may need two 

bandages (one on each hand) to ensure all are used. (Note: Make sure words are 

combined in the correct order, but mix up the pairs of words).

 • The winning team is the first one to line up in Unit Verse order. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Read the missions story, or show the video, “Reaching the Migrant Workers” 

(DVD). Lead tweens to pay special attention to the ways Olivia’s mission team 

showed love to people in migrant communities (teaching at a school, playing 

with kids, making bead bracelets, gathering kids to pose for pictures, teaching 

the Bible, visiting the villages). 

 • Point out that as they were having fun with the children of migrant workers, 

Olivia and her team were able to share God’s love. 

 • Pray that the migrant children continue to learn more about the one true God 

through the Christian workers who continue to live in Thailand. 

APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 • Show the “Jesus Healed People: Life Action” video.

 • Ask: “Did Jesus heal everyone He came in contact with?” (No)

 • Teach preteens that God did not choose to heal everyone, and we do not know 

why some people are healed and others are not. Remind preteens that the main 

thing Jesus seeks is our faith to trust in His healing and timing.

 • Invite a volunteer to pray, and dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups.

PeoPle are imPortant to Jesus and he cares about them.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1 (GIRLS)
►“Fill Up the Cup” Challenge, “My Take Away” (Activity Pages)

1. Describe the following game:

 -The goal is to be the first team to completely fill up its “medicine” cup.

 -The player at the end of the line will fill up her team’s eye dropper with water 

and pass it to the next girl in line. Play will continue as each girl passes the 

dropper filled with water to the player in front of her.

 -When the eye dropper gets to the front of the line, the player will squirt the 

water into her team’s cup, run to the end of the line, fill up the eye dropper, and 

begin passing it up the line.

2. Form two teams, and guide them to stand in a straight line. Hand the last player 

in each line an eyedropper.

3. Place a plastic cup on the floor behind the last player in each line, and place a 

medicine cup on the floor in front of the first player in each line.

4. The winning team is the one who fills up the small medicine cup first.

5. If time allows, play round 2 with this challenge: Each team will stand shoulder to 

shoulder, facing the same way, and lock elbows with players beside them. Only 

the first and last players in line will have a completely free hand.

6. Coach girls to work together.

7. Point out that God sometimes chooses to heal by performing a miracle, and 

sometimes He uses modern medicine to bring about healing. Advise girls to 

place their trust in God for His best in every medical situation.

8. Review facts from today’s Bible story. Then, lead girls to complete “My Take 

Away” on the Activity Pages.

CHOICE 2 (BOYS)
►“4 x 4 Gameboard,” “Individual Game Sheets” (Pack Items 28, 29), “My Take 

Away” (Activity Page)

1. Distribute copies of the “Individual Game Sheet” to each preteen, and explain 

that they will be competing to gather four cards of the same number or word/

symbol (Skip, Reverse, or any Wild card). 

2. Invite each preteen to decide which type of cards he will collect and write it on 

his game sheet (same number or word).

3. Place the “4 x 4 Gameboard” in the center of the table and shuffle the cards. 

Distribute four cards to each preteen.

4. Place remaining cards on the gameboard on the assigned spot.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Activity Pages

 ›2 large (16 oz.) plastic 
cups, 2 tiny (1 oz. sample-
sized or bathroom) cups, 2 
eye droppers—Provide 1 
set for each team. 

 ›Before the session, fill up 
the 16 oz. plastic cups with 
water.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 28, 29—Make 
1 copy of Pack Item 29 for 
each preteen.

 ›Activity Pages

 ›1 deck of Uno™ cards
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5. To play, choose a preteen to go first. Invite him to turn over the first playing card 

in the stack on the gameboard and place the card in the appropriate box on the 

board. If the card is one he selected to collect, he will need to complete the task 

described on the gameboard. If the tween is collecting the wild card, the task is 

the leader’s choice. Make up an action for the player to collect this card.

6. If the card turned over is not one he is collecting, another boy may “steal” the 

card by sharing the Unit Verse from the session before the next player starts his 

turn. Play until someone has collected four of his chosen cards.

7. Distribute Activity Pages, and guide boys to complete “Take Away.” If time allows, 

discuss boys’ answers.

CHOICE 3 (BOYS AND GIRLS)
►“Diagnosis Dash Cards” (Pack Item 30), “My Take Away” (Activity Page)

1. Review facts from today’s Bible story. Then, lead preteens to complete “My Take 

Away” on the Activity Pages.

2. Explain that preteens are going to play a game called “Diagnosis Dash” where 

they will be acting out silly diagnoses.

3. Enlist preteens to help move furniture to ensure a large playing space for the 

game.

4. Explain the following:

 -Everyone should choose a partner.

 -As you read a diagnosis aloud, partners should quickly decide which one of 

them will be the patient and which will be the helper.

 -The partner who is sick must act out the diagnosis while the helper “helps” 

them get from “home” to the “hospital.”

 -The last two players to arrive at the hospital will be eliminated.

5. Play until you have two winners. 

6. Give both winners a box of adhesive bandages or other small medical supplies.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Jesus Healed People: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Pray a prayer of thanks for the people God has chosen to heal from the list of 

diseases used in the Introductory Activity.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Item 30

 ›Activity Pages

 ›2 small prizes such as 
adhesive bandages, a 
surgical mask, or similar 
medical supplies

 ›masking tape—Make a 
masking tape line labeled 
Home on the floor and 
another masking tape 
line labeled Hospital as far 
apart as space will allow. 
 
Note: This game will be 
played best in a large 
indoor room that has little 
or no furniture or in a large 
hallway.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

LIFE POINT PeoPle are imPortant to Jesus and he cares about them.
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