
Unit 2, Session 5

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Paul and his team encountered a slave girl in Philippi who was a pagan oracle. She had 

a “spirit of prediction” (fortune-telling), so her owners exploited her for money. Seeing 

Christians proclaiming the way of salvation, she announced that they were sent as 

slaves by the Most High God.  

After many days of the girl’s following Paul and Silas around, Paul exorcised the 

spirit from the girl, which put her owners out of business. They hauled Paul and Silas 

into court and accused them of disturbing the peace. The Roman magistrates had 

them whipped and thrown in jail. 

However, about midnight, Paul and Silas were worshiping together in jail—while 

their feet were in stocks. The other prisoners listened to them as they sang and 

prayed. Then a violent earthquake erupted and broke the chains of every prisoner!  

When the jailer saw what happened, he panicked. He feared all the prisoners had 

escaped, so he decided to kill himself. Paul, however, called out to him and assured 

him they were still there—every prisoner was still there. 

The grateful jailer rushed in and asked Paul and Silas how he could be saved. 

“Believe on Jesus,” they told the jailer. The jailer took them to his home. He cleaned 

the wounds Paul and Silas had received as a result of the beatings they had received. 

He invited them to share about Jesus with his family, and they were baptized 

together!

How can your worship be a testimony of your faith during hard times?  �������� 

�����������������������������������������������������������������

When is the most difficult time for you to share your testimony with others? ����

�����������������������������������������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL AND SILAS
IN PRISON

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to tell others about him, even when it is difficult.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 30

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Christians are called to tell 
the people of the world 
about Jesus. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:16-34 

CO

MMUNITY

A

N D W O RLD

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE 
I can do all this through him 
who gives me strength. 
Philippians 4:13

UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8

For additional helps, check 
out biblestudiesforlife.com/
kidshelps.

5 8     U n i t  2 ,  S e S S i o n  5
© 2017 LifeWay



 ›Pack Item 9—Use only 
the New Testament cards. 
Place the cards close 
together on the floor.

 ›Bibles, paper clip

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›4 bowls, dried beans, 2 
sets chopsticks or craft 
sticks

 ›Place 2 bowls together 
with a set of chopsticks 
or craft sticks. Fill 1 bowl 
with beans. Make 2 sets of 
bowls and chopsticks.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Bible Book Cards” (Pack Item 9), Paper Clip Drop

1. Guide the first kid to drop a paper clip onto the “Bible Book Cards.” He may stand 

beside the cards and drop the paper clip straight down.

2. Encourage him to call out the name of the Bible book on which the paper clip 

lands.

3. The rest of the kids will look up that Bible book in their Bibles.

4. Kids who struggle may use the table of contents in their Bibles.

5. The first to find the book wins and is the next paper clip dropper.

6. Continue play as time allows.

7. For an added challenge, instruct kids to name the book before and after the book 

they are searching.

Option: “Paul and Silas in Prison” Coloring Page (CD)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►“Make Him Known” (CD, track 9), Move the Beans

1. Form two teams.

2. Demonstrate moving a bean from one bowl to the other with the chopsticks.

3. Offer chopsticks to the first kid of each team and encourage them to move a 

bean from one bowl to the other bowl. 

4. Once kids know what they need to do, allow teams to begin moving the beans. 

Kids may try for a minute then give another team member a try.

5. Play “Make Him Known” (track 9) while kids play.

6. When time is called, see which team transferred the most beans. Discuss how 

difficult it was to use unfamiliar tools. 

7. Explore other challenges the kids face. They may focus on tasks that are hard to 

do, but lead them to think of situations that are hard, including rejection or unfair 

accusations.

8. Conclude by commenting that the men in today’s Bible story faced some great 

challenges.

9. Show the “Paul and Silas in Prison: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 11, 12

 ›Teaching Picture 9

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›Bible, egg carton, 48 beans 
or small marbles, 2 paper 
cups—Place 4 beans 
in each cup of the egg 
carton. Set one paper cup 
at each end of the carton.  
Option: Mancala game

 ›1 inch square cards or 
Scrabble tiles—You will 
need the first letter of each 
word of the Unit Verse. If 
using tiles, pull out the 
needed letters. If making 
your own, write the letters 
on the cards. For large 
groups, make more than 
one set.

 ›Print out a copy of the 
International Missions: 
“Dove Family Photos” (CD).

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
►“Being on Mission Title Banner” (Pack Item 11), Teaching Picture 9 

 • Refer to the title banner and very briefly review the previous stories of Peter, Paul, 

and Lydia. 

 • Show the Teaching Picture and suggest that kids think of how they would 

respond in some of the situations they hear in the Bible story.

 • Open the Bible to Acts 16 and tell the story in your own words or use the one on 

the back of the Teaching Picture.

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul and Silas in Prison

Paul and Silas met a slave girl with a spirit able to tell the future. Her owners 

made a lot of money from her. She followed Paul and Silas and cried out to the 

crowds about them. Paul became annoyed and speaking to the spirit in her 

said, “In the name of Jesus, come out of her!” And the spirit left.

The girl’s owners were angry that they wouldn’t be making money, so they 

took Paul and Silas to the authorities. They said the men were disturbing 

the city and encouraging people to do things that weren’t legal. The crowds 

around them joined the attack and the city leaders beat Paul and Silas. Then 

they put them in jail and chained their feet in stocks.

Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns and the 

other prisoners were listening. Suddenly, an earthquake caused the doors to 

open and all the chains to come loose. The jailer woke up.  When he saw the 

doors open, he knew he would be blamed for their escape, so he took his 

sword and was ready to kill himself.

Paul called out, “Don’t harm yourself. We are all here!”

The jailer was so overwhelmed that he took Paul and Silas out and asked 

them, “What can I do to be saved?”

“Believe in Jesus and you and your household will be saved,” they said. Then 

they began to teach the jailer and everyone in his home. The jailer washed their 

wounds, then he and his family were baptized. He brought Paul and Silas a 

meal and rejoiced that he and his house had believed.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 6 : 1 6 - 3 4

REVIEW
►Teaching Picture 9

 • Display the Teaching Picture and lead kids to name some of the difficult situations 
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Paul and Silas experienced. 

 • Designate teams and play a version of Mancala. Mark one end cup as belonging 

to each team.

 • Read a Review Question (page 91) for a kid from the first team. If she answers 

correctly, she may take a turn for her team. If incorrect, a kid on the other team 

gets a chance. If neither one can answer, another kid on the first team may try 

until the correct answer is given.

 • When correct, instruct her to pick up the beans in any of the egg carton cups. 

Moving counter-clockwise, drop one bean in each carton cup, including her own 

team’s end paper cup. She may skip the opponent’s end paper cup.

 • Continue with the teams taking turns answering a question and moving beans. 

Repeat questions as necessary.

 • When finished, the team with the most beans in its cup wins the game.

 • Show the “Paul and Silas in Prison: Life Action” video.

 • Comment that, like Paul and Silas, we can tell others about Jesus even when times 

are difficult.

LEARN THE UNIT VERSE
►“Acts 1:8 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 12)   

 • Read the Unit Verse together.

 • Offer the letter tiles and explain that the first letter of each word of the verse is in 

the tiles.

 • Direct kids to work together to put the tiles in the correct order.

 • Recite the verse again, using the tiles as clues.

 • Option: Learn the Weekly Bible Verse: Philippians 4:13.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Display each “Dove Family Photo” and comment that the Doves chose to live in 

Norway so they can build relationships with people and tell them about Jesus. 

 • Form small groups. Give each group a photo. Suggest they pray for the Doves. 

PRAY
 • Pray, asking God to give kids the courage to tell others about Jesus even when it 

isn’t easy.

 • Dismiss kids to their Live It Out groups.

God wants PeoPle to tell others about him, even when it is difficult.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“Where Can You Share?” (Kids Activity Page), Telling Scenes

1. Instruct kids to complete “Where Can You Share?” on the Kids Activity Page. 

2. Encourage kids to think of creative ways they can meet people and share Jesus 

with friends. Emphasize that they are not making friends just to share, but they 

can be true friends to others, which will lead to chances to tell them about Jesus.

3. Review the Bible story and help each kid write key words on craft sticks that will 

help him remember the story.

4. Demonstrate building a triangle base with three one-inch balls of dough 

connected by craft sticks.

5. Allow kids to build a larger structure by continuing to add sticks by connecting 

them with play dough balls.

6. As kids work, explore ways they can react when someone doesn’t want them to 

share their faith.

7. Remind kids that God wants people to tell others about Him even when it is 

difficult.

CHOICE 2 
►“ Telling Scenarios” (Pack Item 20), “Where Can You Share?” (Kids Activity 

Page), How Would You Tell?

1. Instruct kids to complete “Where Can You Share?” on the Kids Activity Page. 

2. Encourage kids to think of creative ways they can meet people and share Jesus 

with friends. Emphasize that they are not making friends just to share, but they 

can be true friends to others, which will lead to chances to tell them about Jesus.

3. Direct kids to work in four groups to create a skit based on a “Telling Scenario.” 

Offer suggestions when needed, but mostly let kids make the plans.

4. Suggest kids include scenes with some of their current friends who need to know 

about Jesus. For kids who are already Christians, help them consider sharing their 

salvation experience.

5. After groups have worked on their skits, bring everyone back together to share. 

Commend each group for its efforts.

6. Remind kids that you are available to talk if they would like to know more about 

becoming a Christian. The article on page 94 can give you some ideas about 

sharing the gospel with kids.

7. Emphasize that God wants people to tell others about Him even when it is 

difficult.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, craft sticks, play 
dough, markers, sturdy 
paper plates 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 20—Separate 
the cards.

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›paper, pencils
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CHOICE 3
►“Where Can You Share” (Kids Activity Page), Memory Verse Holders

1. Instruct kids to complete “Where Can You Share?” on the Kids Activity Page. 

2. Encourage kids to think of creative ways they can meet people and share Jesus 

with friends. Emphasize that they are not making friends just to share, but they 

can be true friends to others, which will lead to chances to tell them about Jesus.

3. Explain to kids that when they share Jesus with someone, it is always good to 

know verses that will help the other person understand.

4. Direct kids to look up the following verses and write them out on separate cards: 

Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; Romans 5:8; John 1:12; 2 Corinthians 5:17.

5. Invite kids to make a memory verse holder to carry with them:

 -Make a crease in the paper by folding the heavyweight paper in half, then 

laying it flat. 

 -Make a flap in the top of the paper by making a fold 1 ½ inches from the top 

and bottom of the page. 

 -Cut a masking tape strip 10 inches long. Place it over the sides of the holder 

with the edge of the holder in the middle lengthwise.

 -Fold the tape over the edge and trim the ends.

 -Repeat for the other side.

 -Decorate the holder and insert the memory verse index cards. 

6. As kids work, talk about the verses and help them understand the meaning.

7. Explore ways kids can react when someone doesn’t want them to share their 

faith. Remind kids that God wants people to tell others about Him even when it is 

difficult.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Paul and Silas in Prison: Wrap Up” video.

 • Pray that kids would be bold to stand up for their faith. Pray for the friends they 

might share Jesus with.

 • Show the “Bible Activity: Hidden Word” Take-Home Card to kids. Encourage them 

to complete the activity at home during the upcoming week.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bibles, pencils, 
heavyweight paper cut 
into 6 ½-by-7-inch pieces, 
masking tape, rulers, 
scissors, markers, index 
cards—Write each of the 
following on a separate 
index card. Make a copy 
for each kid: 
All have sinned.  
 Romans 3:23 
Sin has a price. 
 Romans 6:23 
Jesus paid for our sin.  
 Romans 5:8 
We must receive Christ.  
 John 1:12 
New Life  
 2 Corinthians 5:17 
Option: “Memory Verse 
Holder” (CD)

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 
 
 
 
Teaching Tip: Send the 
“August: Follow God’s Plan 
Postcards” (005787492) 
to each kid on your roll. 
Encourage kids to share 
with family members how 
they could share Jesus’ 
love with others.

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to tell others about him, even when it is difficult.
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